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Since 1900, the average lifespan of U.S. residents has risen from 48 to nearly 78 years.
Advances in public health are responsible for at least 25 of those increased years.
- Michigan’s Guide to Public Health for Local Governing Enes

Washtenaw County Public Health Brief

Board of Commissioners Support of Public Health
Local governing en es are ul mately responsible for local public health administra on and governance in
response to state and local laws, rules and regula ons. Local governing en es also establish public health
regula ons and fees for services, approve the local health department’s budget, approve its plan of organiza on
and appoint health oﬃcers. As such, local governing en es are charged with the public’s trust to be good ﬁscal
stewards, along with protec ng and promo ng the health of the community. The Washtenaw County Board
of Commissioners, as the local governing en ty, provides vision, leadership and policy making to make our
community a safer, healthier place to live.
Washtenaw County Public Health has long experienced a collabora ve rela onship with the Washtenaw County
Board of Commissioners. The Board has supported Public Health’s eﬀorts to assess - and improve - the health of
our residents. Over the past year, the Board of Commissioners has taken many steps to advance the health of
our ci zens; ac ons for which the Board should be recognized.

• Approved Public Health’s Comprehensive Planning, Budge ng and Contrac ng (CPBC) Agreement with the
Michigan Department of Community Health. This ensures we receive funds for General Communicable
Disease Control; Hearing Screening; Immuniza ons; Sexually Transmi3ed Diseases; Vision Screening; Food
Service Sanita on, and various other categorical funds allocated to local health departments.

• Reviewed, provided input and ul mately approved our 2015-2019 Public Health Strategic Plan.
• Established the Washtenaw County Board of Health. While the Board of Commissioners retains legal authority
as the local governing en ty, the Board of Health will serve as advocates and educators for public health
services and policies. The Board of Health will also iden fy public health problems and concerns, establish
health priori es, and advise the Board of Commissioners and Public Health on issues and possible solu ons.

• Authorized the department to proceed with the planning and development of a Public Health owned dental
clinic, which will serve low income and Medicaid enrolled residents in our community, ﬁlling a gap in service.

• Ra ﬁed the grant applica on to The Kresge Founda on for the Prescrip on for Health program, helping to
ensure that low income residents with chronic disease will have access to fresh fruits and vegetables at local
farmers markets.

• Reviewed and commented on the Community Health Assessment/Community Health Improvement Plan and
the County Health Rankings, showing engagement in and support of these important processes.

• Called upon the Michigan State Legislature and Governor Snyder to repeal Michigan’s “Stand Your Ground”
laws, and to adopt common-sense gun regula ons such as improved background checks, strengthened
gun-free zones and limits on the sale of high-capacity magazines.

• Reviewed and supported the Food Policy Council Policy Agenda, helping to preserve access to safe, local and
healthy food for all residents of Washtenaw County.

• Supported the department during a me of major transi on, as our Health
Oﬃcer, Richard M. Fleece, re red aCer 38 years of public service. The Board
was quick to recognize the importance of ﬁlling this role, appoin ng Ellen
Rabinowitz as Interim Administra ve Health Oﬃcer, and then as Health
Oﬃcer, easing this transi on.

• Conﬁrmed the appointment of Allecia M. Wilson, M.D., as Deputy Medical
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Examiner, which will support the eﬃcient opera on and maintain appropriate
professional support of the Medical Examiner system in Washtenaw County.

• Proclaimed the week of April 7-13, 2014 as Public Health Week “Public
Health: Start Here.” The Board also expressed its apprecia on for the ongoing
contribu ons of County staﬀ, individuals and organiza ons who make up our
public health system and carry out this important work.
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