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Here it is.

Thanks, Ambrose!

Meredith Buhalis

Program Manager . healthcarecounts.org
she/hers

Washtenaw Health Plan

P: 734-544-2919 « F: 734-544-6775

555 Towner Street, Ypsilanti, Ml 48198

Find answers to your healthcare questions at healthcarecounts.org!
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Marketplace Open Enrollment

Health Insurance Marketplace Open Enrollment

Health Insurance Marketplace Updates

Meredith Buhalis, Program Manager

Washtenaw Health Plan





What is the Washtenaw Health Plan?


We are healthcare advocates. 

WHP helps people navigate healthcare- Medicaid, Health Insurance Marketplace, employer coverage and the Washtenaw Health Plan.  

The Washtenaw Health Plan is for people who don’t qualify for any other health insurance and meet income and residency requirements. 











Health Insurance Marketplace 
Open Enrollment is November 1,2022 
to January 15, 2023. 

For coverage to start on January 1, 2023. People must enroll on before December 15, 2022. 





Health Insurance Marketplace – Healthcare.gov

Must have Eligible Immigration Status

US Citizens

Permanent Resident Green Card holders

Employment Authorization Cards (work permits)

Many work permits extended, do not assume permit is expired.

And be Ineligible for full Medicaid

MOMS Medicaid

Medicaid ESO 

Medicaid Spendown 

Over income for Medicaid 

No offer of affordable Employer insurance







Healthcare.gov - Health Insurance Marketplace 

Estimator tool

Healthcare.gov/see-plans

Very helpful so people can see how the Marketplace works, what healthcare costs and it is quick.

Unable to provide accurate estimates for immigrants below the poverty line

Choosing plans

Silver plans have extra savings – lower deductibles and out of pocket

For people above 250% FPL - Gold plans are usually better

Molina works with Mich Med and is one of the cheapest for 2023 

Useful tools to use when filtering plans – prescriptions, doctors, etc.





Health Insurance Marketplace – Updates for 2023

Low-Income Special Enrollment Period -150% FPL

Enhanced Marketplace subsidies continue- Increased Tax Credits until 2025

Public Charge Update – Medicaid and Marketplace is NOT negatively factored into applications for US citizenship. Codified rule as of December 2022

“Family Glitch” is fixed 











Family Glitch Fixed! 

What is the Family Glitch?

If an employee was offered affordable health insurance and their family was offered unaffordable health insurance, the family was NOT eligible for Tax Credits to help pay for health insurance. 

The FIX- If the employee is offered affordable health insurance and their spouse and dependents are offered unaffordable health insurance, the family IS ELIGIBLE for Tax Credits to help pay for health insurance. 





Family Glitch Fixed! (cont’d)

Example of the Fix:

Meredith is offered health insurance at her job for $150/month but to cover her family the cost is $450/month. 

Because $150 is LESS than 9.21% of the total family income, Meredith has to enroll in employer healthcare because it is affordable.

Because $450 is MORE than 9.21% of the total family income, Meredith’s family can apply at healthcare.gov and receive tax credits to pay for health insurance.





Complete application and enroll 
Healthcare.gov

Contact Washtenaw Health Plan and make an appointment

734-544-3030

whp@washtenaw.org

Find Local Help at HealthCare.gov  https://localhelp.healthcare.gov/ 

To complete an application:

2021 Tax return (you must file a tax return to get tax credits)

Recent paystub for anyone who is working

Names, Dates of Birth for everyone in the household who is on the tax return

Social security #s and Immigration documents for anyone who wants to enroll

If employer offers health insurance, need completed employer coverage tool. 





WHP’s HIAP – Health Insurance Assistance Program 

For working people who cannot afford their health insurance premium after tax credits.

Eligibility

Below 250% FPL

Enroll in low-cost Silver plan chosen by HIAP

Only WHP staff can complete application and enroll people 

WHP 734-544-3030 or whp@washtenaw.org







Public Health Emergency - Medicaid

Moratorium on closing Medicaid cases for any reason except the following:

Move out of state

Die

Request in writing that your case be closed

When will it end? 

April? We do not know. 

What happens when the PHE ends? 

MDDHS has to renew everyone’s Medicaid. They will renew everyone over the course of 12-14 months. 

Clients do not need to do anything until they receive a renewal notice.

Complete the renewal notice and submit any required proofs. 

You should receive a Determination notice after your renewal is processed. If denied, qualify for a Special Enrollment Period on the Marketplace. 





Public Health Emergency – Medicaid
How to help clients

Check to make sure MDHHS has the correct address

Sources: CHAMPS, Mihealthbenefits, Michigan Enrolls or Medicaid Beneficiary Helpline, Client

To report a new or corrected address. Make sure to indicate that both the RESIDENTIAL and MAILING address have changed. 

Fax a Change Report to MDHHS with case # and Medicaid ID# 

Email a Change Report to Washtenaw DHHS VCL mdhhs-washtenaw-vcl@michigan.gov 

You can email any county by replacing “Washtenaw” with the county name

Upload/Report a change to the client’s MiBridges Account.

Drop off a Change Report at the MDHHS office. Ask the lobby staff to date stamp it and make a copy. 

Call Washtenaw County MDHHS new phone number 1-844-646-3447

Not recommended:

Mailing anything to MDHHS – you have no proof that you turned it in. 

Calling individual caseworkers and leaving a voicemail with a client change.









Questions?

Washtenaw Health Plan

555 Towner, Ypsilanti, MI 48197

whp@washtenaw.org

734-544-3030

Healthcarecounts.org





Meredith Buhalis, Program Manager

buhalism@washtenaw.org

734-544-2919
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