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What is Restorative Economics?

The Challenge Before Us
As income inequality grows and climate disruption
intensifies, it is clear that our economic and climate
systems are at a crisis point that will devastate
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systems are at a crisis point that will devastate

communities far and wide. Unfortunately, low-income,
vulnerable communities of color that have already
suffered decades of economic alienation, and
extraction of wealth and labor by the 1% and people in
power, will be hurt first and worst by these converging
catastrophes.
Further, rampant voter suppression, corporate
lobbyists and laws like Citizens United continue to
compromise our democracy. People's voices are more
important than ever, but unless we build more
equitable governance structures the voices of the
vulnerable will be locked out of these critical
conversations about democracy and the basic
humanity of all people.
Our current economy and political system was built to
harm marginalized communities. It is time to dream
bigger and build an economy that heals the harm and
restores those communities creating a more just and
prosperous country.

We Have a Choice to Make
In order to truly address the debilitating income and
wealth inequality in our country—one that continues
to be exacerbated by climate disruption (as we have
seen with Hurricane Maria battering down Puerto
Rico’s dire economy brought about by their erroneous
debt), we must embrace a restorative approach to
transforming our economy—a process focused on
accountability, reconciliation and restitution. We must
advance strategies that restore, heal and make whole
the communities and places most exploited and
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dislocated by economic policies and practices, so that
we can all live and thrive with dignity together.

The Opportunity
We live in a global economic system where more
money means more power. It will take all of us,
working together, to develop solutions that repair the
harm caused by that system and begin to restore both
people and the planet.
When communities come together to collectively own
and manage assets, they can leverage their joint
economic power to collectively assert their rights and
exercise cultural and political power in a more
impactful way than they would on their own. And,
when neighbors build community wealth together
they create safe and sovereign spaces that foster selfdetermination and build shared prosperity.

Restorative
Economics
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as a way
forward
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Restorative Economics centers on healing and
restoration of vulnerable communities who have been
marginalized and oppressed by a polluting and
extractive economy, by investing in strategies that
create shared prosperity and self-determination for a
just transition to the next economy.
An investment in strategies that generate community
wealth, produce governance structures that benefit
the whole, and build community power is key to build
the next economy—one rooted in equity,
regeneration, and interdependence.
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Restorative Economics is an invitation for communities
to come together and form relationships that allow
them to reimagine a new way of being grounded in
cooperation instead of competition, inclusion instead
of exclusion, and abundance instead of scarcity. With
a Restorative Economics approach, neighbors can
come out from behind their fences and gather in the
streets to make decisions about how to invest in and
transform a blighted empty lot or create a climate
resilient energy microgrid. Restorative Economics
places the wellbeing of the community directly into
the hands of the community.

How it Works
The methodology of Restorative Economics leverages
community-owned and community-governed projects
to bring residents together to create shared
prosperity and self-determination and in turn build
collective political power. Restorative Economics
fosters cultural, economic and political power for
impacted communities through the design, process
and outcomes.
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Centering
community
in the
design,
process and
outcomes
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Restorative Economics in
the World
Urban centers across the country continue to feel the
vice of gentrification and displacement as the cost of
living rises and more people desire to live in more
sustainable, transit-oriented, walkable community.
Communities concerned with gentrification and
displacement often faced with the seemingly
competitive question about how to invite investments
into neighborhoods without hurting the people who
already live and work there. In a Restorative
Economics framework, residents are invited in and
help shape a process about how to spark investment
and growth in their community while addressing the
real needs and challenges impacting those that call
the neighborhood home. And, this is done while also
designing and implementing policies and strategies to
keep long-term residents rooted in their
neighborhoods. Restorative Economics engages
neighbors in conversations and decisions about how
their neighborhoods develop, so that the end result
helps residents create stable and healthy livelihoods
for themselves, while building power and assets
among neighbors.
Richmond CDE, Red Hook and Buen Vivir Fund
Initiative are shining examples of what is possible

when neighbors come together to organize and
articulate a shared vision for their community, and to
practice participatory decision-making for shared
prosperity These initiatives provide a preview into
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prosperity. These initiatives provide a preview into
what it will take to transition away from an economy
rooted in extraction and exclusion, and towards one
focused on regeneration, resilience, and
interdependence.

R I C H M O N D C O M M U N I T Y- O W N E D
D E V E LO P M E N T E N T I T Y

In 2014, a coalition of local community-based
organizations, unions, and faith leaders formed
to advocate for equitable and communityoriented planning of UC Berkeley's planned
Richmond Campus through a Community
Working Group. The Community Working
Group developed specific recommendations
for structuring the development to meet
educational, housing, procurement and local
business, and local hire and workforce goals.
Although, the opportunities presented by the
new campus development eventually went
dormant, the vision, momentum, and need for
a development entity that had community
needs in its mission remained.
So in early 2017, a group of Richmond
community leaders formed a planning
committee with Haas Institute and set out to
develop a vision and strategy to create a
Richmond Community-Owned Development
Enterprise. The Richmond CDE is a
community-owned, community-governed
economic development entity that centers
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long-term and vulnerable Richmond residents
in the process and outcomes of its various
community programs and development
projects. The Richmond CDE’s business model
is one that captures profits and strategically
reinvests those resources back into the
community for the benefit of Richmond
residents.

BUEN VIVIR FUND

The Thousand Currents’ Buen Vivir Fund is a
revolutionary take on impact investing that
brings together investors and investees as
partners in the design and development of this
fund. Thousand Currents has brought together
funders and investors, along with their
partners to radically reimagine an investment
fund that supports grassroots economic
initiatives to build wealth, community power
and wellbeing. The Buen Vivir Fund engages
all of its partners, regardless of their positional
power or economic capacity, to jointly make
decisions about the terms, structure, and
operations of the fund. Thousand Currents
recognizes that even though investors are
contributing financial resources to the fund,
that the partners are also contributing valuable
knowledge and skills into the process that
should be accounted for and not taken for
granted
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REDHOOK WIFI

Hurricane Sandy’s utter devastation of New
York City took down the grid, leaving millions
of people without internet and struggling to
access services and safety information. The
one exception was the neighborhood of Red
Hook, where a community-controlled wireless
broadband network provides free internet
access to users in the community. When
Hurricane Sandy hit NY, Red Hook WIFI was
the only internet service that worked for over a
7 mile radius. People from across the
burroughs came to Red Hook Initiative’s (RHI)
building to access the internet so that they
could communicate with loved ones and
receive the latest news updates about the
hurricane. In this way, RHI has shown us that
when communities have control and
ownership over their resources (land, water,
etc.) and their infrastructure (energy grid,
broadband, etc.), these elements can be
sustained and protected for the public good.
Although I did not work on Red Hook WIFI, it is
an initiative that I have admired from afar, and
one that continues to inspire my work on
Restorative Economics.
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Transforma
tion occurs
within the
Depth of
our
relationshi
ps
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