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B. WCPARC Overview

More than forty-six years ago, in August 1973, the Washtenaw County
Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC) held its first meeting. The
Commission’s land base at the time consisted of five roadside parks,
and undeveloped land in Lyndon Township. One of the Commission’s
first tasks was to create a five-year parks and recreation master plan,
which was adopted the following year in 1974. Since then, WCPARC has
formally embarked on, and successfully completed, seven additional
master plans. This important process was reinitiated in the spring
of 2018 and will help guide decision making for development and
enhancement of parks and facilities from 2020-2024. This Recreation
Master Plan also helps with WCPARC’s ongoing efforts to meet its
mission and remain eligible for State of Michigan recreation grant
opportunities.
Mill building at Sharon Mills County Park

I. INTRODUCTION
A. Introduction

Most Americans, across all demographics, support the role that
parks play in a community. This is no surprise, considering the welldocumented intrinsic benefits parks systems have on the quality of
life. According to the National Recreation and Park Association, 85%
of Americans seek to live where high-quality parks and recreation
amenities are offered. These amenities play a pivotal role in the social
fabric of a community, providing opportunities for people from all
walks of life to improve their health and engage with others. Parks
also foster environmental sustainability and land ethics through the
protection of open space and land stewardship. Public engagement
and education further support sustainable measures and can often
create unique recreation opportunities.
It is also undeniable that parks’ economic benefits are substantial,
especially in Michigan. Park agency expenditures in 2015 provided $2.5
billion in direct, indirect, and induced effects and provided nearly 20,000
jobs. This has a significant impact on the local economy and provides yet
another benefit parks play in residents’ daily lives.

The 2020-2024 Recreation Master Plan includes data as of January
2019. WCPARC owns or manages 2,109 acres of parkland and has
protected 5,893 acres of natural and agricultural land through the
Natural Areas Preservation Program (NAPP). WCPARC has also made
a serious commitment to expand non-motorized trails throughout
the County through its Connecting Communities initiative, and the
completion of several important segments of the planned 52-mile
Border-to-Border Trail (B2B) in Washtenaw County. WCPARC continues
to work collaboratively with other organizations and communities to
develop greenspace, trails, and preserve open land. Figure 1 shows the
locations of Washtenaw County’s parks, nature preserves, conservation
easements, and the Border-to-Border Trail.

Mission:
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
enriches the quality of life for residents and visitors by
providing an exceptional park system, preserving the
County’s cultural and ecological resources and offering
diverse recreation opportunities that reflect the needs
and well-being of the community.

INTRODUCTION
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Figure 1 - Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission Facilities
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other reasons. Therefore, they should be readily accessible to
population concentrations. WCPARC also cooperates with other
levels of government and pertinent organizations to protect open
space and natural areas that are threatened by sprawl, and it provides
recreational facilities and programs for use on a countywide basis.
Providing financial assistance to smaller, underserved communities
is increasingly a means to ensure that broad, diverse recreation
opportunities are afforded to all county residents.

Medford Pavilion at Nelson Meade County Farm Park

II. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
A. Commission’s Role In Community

Parks and recreation services can best be provided through a system
in which government at all levels, as well as other public entities and
private organizations, collaborate to provide recreational services
to meet the needs of its residents. The local and regional recreation
and open space classification system as suggested by Mertes and Hall
(Appendix A) is generally accepted as the system of categorizing park
facilities based on user groups and service area. The classification
system also acknowledges that each level of government (local,
county, regional, and state) contributes to the development of a
comprehensive recreation program in a community.
Local municipalities are responsible for providing public recreation
facilities for frequent, short-term use by local residents. That said,
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC)
has assumed the responsibility to supplement recreational facilities
and programs at the county level that cannot be provided at the
local level due to budgetary constraints, maintenance obligations,
level of priority compared to other essential services, or various

On a regional level, the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority
(HCMA) has the responsibility to provide services for a geographic
area much greater than the County level, consistent with a regional
recreation plan. HCMA provides large-scale and special use facilities
to accommodate large numbers of users in well-defined active and
passive recreational activities.
The state government (highest level of recreation in the County because
there are no Federal parklands) has responsibilities in numerous
program areas. The state acquires and develops land in Southeast
Michigan for large-scale or special park and recreation areas, legalized
hunting sites, water access, and boating sites. Selected sites near and
within urban areas are chosen to conserve unique natural resources
where population densities are greatest. State recreational areas also
provide extensive natural areas where development and user impacts
are minor; serve as a public land trust conserving their aesthetic, scenic,
and open space values; and act as buffers for their more intensive
recreational facilities. A summary of specific local, regional, and state
recreational opportunities is provided in Appendix B.
Finally, when a park system functions close to the community level, as
WCPARC does, the public expects the system to take a leadership or at
least a supportive role in current issues, for example:
• Providing community spaces in addition to recreation spaces.
• Providing green initiatives.
• Preserving critical ecological and wildlife habitat.
• Promote active lifestyles.
• Providing organized structured activities for at-risk youth.
• Providing a safe recreational environment for all ages.
COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
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B. Demographics

In evaluating demographic data for use in developing this Recreation
Master Plan, the most important factor to consider is that none of it
can stand alone. No conclusion can be drawn from any one trend;
several factors must be considered together when analyzing social and
economic dynamics.
Most of the data used here are from the 2013-2017 American
Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. While actual census data is more
preferred, the County has changed enough between 2010 and 2019
that it seemed more appropriate to use as recent data as possible.
Further, at the County level, the ACS margins of error are less significant
than at smaller scales. Some data will also be influenced by the 45,000
students that attend the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.

1. Regional Overview

Washtenaw County is situated in the Southeast Michigan region and
covers 722 square miles of area, spanning urban, suburban, and rural
settings (Figure 2). It is home to six cities, two incorporated villages,
and 20 townships. There are two major universities
(University of Michigan and Eastern
Michigan University), two major rivers (the
Huron River and River Raisin), and dozens
of lakes.

Figure 2 Southeast Michigan

2. Population Profile

Day campers explore Independence Lake Park’s wetland
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Washtenaw County’s population has been growing steadily since 1990
(282,937). According to the US Census Bureau, the County’s population
in 2010 was 344,791, was estimated at 361,509 at the end of 2017,
and is projected by the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
(SEMCOG) to be 386,235 in 2040. According to SEMCOG, while the
net outward movement of people from Southeast Michigan is high,
it is somewhat counterbalanced by the international relocation from
abroad of college-educated people, ages 20 to 34, resulting in an
addition to the area’s labor force.

Figure 3 - Population Summary, Washtenaw County

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 5-Year ACS

Like many counties, Washtenaw is a collection of varied municipalities
and townships with their own compositions, needs, and resulting
influences. Some county-level trends are consistent with one part of
the county, but have little relation to other parts. When developing
objectives and action programs, it is necessary to look to localized
profiles for more guidance.

Figure 4 - Population Density, Washtenaw County

3. Population Density

The highest population densities are concentrated within the city limits
of Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, Chelsea, Dexter, Saline and Milan, as well as
portions of Ypsilanti and Pittsfield townships, as illustrated in Figure 4.
The collective number of people who live in these areas is also greater
than the rest of the county population. Much of the county’s land,
however, remains rural or suburban. The 2010 Census shows 12.6% of
the land area has only urban housing units and 38.3% has only rural
housing units (based on census block groups). The remaining 48.9% is
a mixture of urban and rural, some of which is due to sprawl into rural
areas from urban centers. This translates to 83.6% of the total county
population living in urban or suburban areas and 16.4% in rural areas.
COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
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4. Age

SEMCOG population projects show a stark
increase in the proportion of residents over
the age of 65 (Figure 5). The proportions of the
population in younger age groups all decrease
over the years, though more gradually for those
under 18. These projections are consistent
with national ones and the trends are common
among wealthier countries. The steady
population numbers of those aged 18 to 24 is
likely the influence of the universities.
Every age group requires different experiences
from their county park system. Generally
Washtenaw County has placed parks with
higher-action activities, like water parks,
in areas with the greatest densities of
younger (0-17 years) populations. Areas with
citizens five years and younger rely more on
neighborhood parks because of the need for
close proximity to home. Figure 6 shows the
median age of residents by census tract.

Figure 5 - Population Projection, By Age, Washtenaw County

The 2017 values are estimates from the 2017 5-Year ACS. 2020-2045 are projections from SEMCOG
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 5-Year ACS; SEMCOG

The most significant population change expected is the percent
increase in residents over 65 years. In 2010, 10% of people were ages
65 years and older. In 2017, 13% was estimated. In 2045, SEMCOG is
forecasting that number to be 20%, a rise consistent with projected
national population dynamics Baby Boomers (those born between
1946 and 1964) will be 75+ years of age in 2040, longer life spans are
expected, and birth rates are stable.
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Figure 6 - Median Age by Census Tract

5. Race and Ethnicity

The racial distribution of Washtenaw County is predominantly white,
followed by Black/African American, Asian, two or more races, other
races, American Indian, and Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander.
(Table 1). The cities of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, as well as their
neighboring townships, have higher percentages of African Americans
and other minority populations (Figure 7). Ann Arbor in particular has a
higher than county average Asian population; the City and Township of
Ypsilanti have a higher than county average Black population.
In the last five years, over 450 refugees from all over the world resettled
in Washtenaw County. This number represents only 3% of all refugees
that have resettled in Michigan during that time, but it nonetheless is
a share of the county’s population. While the annual resettlement rate
has declined in recent years, 139 people resettled here in 2017 and
2018. These folks are from: Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Somalia, Syria, and Ukraine.
Foreign-born residents generally make up
about 12% (est. 43,498 people, +/- 1,221) of
the county population, up from 10.3% (33,164)
counted in the 2010 Census. About half of
those residents identify as Asian. Nearly half
are naturalized citizens. People who speak a
language other than English at home was an
estimated 14.4% or 49,520 people in 2017,
a minor increase from 14.1% in 2010. The
majority of those who speak another language
also speak English “very well,” but about 15,000
people—more than 3 times the population
of the City of Dexter—do not. These other
languages include Indo-European languages,
Asian and Pacific Island languages, Spanish,
and “other” languages.

Pickleball players at the Meri Lou Murray Recreation Center

Table 1 - Race and Ethnicity, Washtenaw County
2010 Census

2017 ACS

Total
Population

% of Total Pop. Total
Population

% of Total Pop.

One Race
256,880

74.50%

267,225

73.98%

Black or African
American

43,767

12.69%

42,966

12.00%

American Indian &
Alaska Native

1,174

0.34%

1,214

0.34%

27,109

7.86%

31,505

8.71%

128

0.03%

151

0.04%

2,651

0.73%

15,797

4.37%

Hispanic or Latinx

16,405

4.5%

Not Hispanic or Latinx

345,104

95.5%

White

Asian
Native Hawaiian &
Pacific Islander
Some other race
Two or more races

11,574

3.4

*Margin of error varies. Source 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
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Figure 7 - Race and Ethnicity by Census Tract

Table 2 - Disability Presence by Municipality
Total Pop. Margin of
with a
Error
Disability

Percent of
Municipality
Pop. with a
Disability

8,198

+/-583

6.9%

Ann Arbor Charter Township 339

+/-79

7.6%

Augusta Charter Township

664

+/-141

9.5%

Bridgewater Township

133

+/-31

8.8%

Ann Arbor City

6. Persons with Disabilities

The US Census Bureau categorizes disability as a vision, hearing,
cognitive, ambulatory, self-care, or independent living difficulty.
According to the 2017 5-Year American Community Survey, an
estimated 8.8% of the entire county’s population has some form of
disability. Disabled folk live in every township and city, comprising a
range 5.4% to 13.4% of the local governments’ populations (Table 2).
They exist in all age groups, though disabilities tend to become more
prevalent as people age.

Chelsea City

674

+/-121

13.3%

Dexter City

469

+/-128

10.7%

Dexter Township

393

+/-128

6.2%

Freedom Township

171

+/-36

11.5%

Lima Township

359

+/-99

9.9%

Lodi Township

344

+/-74

5.4%

Lyndon Township

192

+/-49

7.3%

Manchester Township

633

+/-139

13.4%

Milan City

344

+/-89

8.8%

Northfield Township

1,097

+/-301

12.9%

Pittsfield Charter Township 2,859

+/-313

8.2%

Salem Township

658

+/-168

11.1%

Saline City

1,146

+/-207

12.8%

Saline Township

258

+/-61

12.5%

Scio Township

1,251

+/-228

7.2%

Sharon Township

149

+/-33

7.5%

Superior Charter Township

1,289

+/-252

9.5%

Sylvan Township

294

+/-61

10.2%

Webster Township

607

+/-175

9.2%

York Charter Township

629

+/-162

8.3%

Ypsilanti City

1,779

+/-228

8.6%

Ypsilanti Charter Township

6,337

+/-561

11.6%

2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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7. Income

The 2017 5-Year American Community Survey shows the county’s
median household income up to $65,618 from 2010’s $59,065 (Figure
8). The median is greater than both the state ($52,668) and the country
($57,652), however the county’s cost of living (MIT calculates $13.24/
hour is the living wage) is higher than the state ($11.29). The per capita
income was up to $37,455 from $31,316 (total personal income divided
by population). Between 2010 and 2017, the percentage of household
incomes in every income group dropped, except $100,000 to $149,999
and most notably $150,000 and up. This information suggests little
class movement, and likely immigration of higher-earning individuals.
Approximately 49,602 people or 14.5% of the population for whom
poverty status was determined in 2017 were below the poverty line.
This is up from 13% in 2010, but down from 15.2% in 2016. Poverty in

Figure 8 - Median Household Income by Census Tract

Washtenaw County affects people of all ages; a greater percentage
of women than men; a greater percentage of each non-white race
and Hispanic/Latinx folk than those who are white; and a greater
percentage of those with less education.

8. Education and Jobs

Data show that a high educational achievement for a community is
directly proportional to a higher income per capita, thus better economic
welfare. Michigan tends to show weak performance in educational
achievement versus the rest of the United States. However, the
education level of Washtenaw County is one of the highest in the state
with over 50% of people with at least a bachelor’s degree (Table 3).
SEMCOG projects major percent increases in jobs in professional
and technical services and corporate HQ; healthcare services; and
administrative, supports, and waste services. Manufacturing is the
only job sector that is projected to decline, as it has been doing for
the last several years. Parks, greenspaces, and outdoor recreational
opportunities can be catalysts for building vibrant and prosperous
communities that attract businesses and talent.

Table 3 - Highest Level of Education Completed,
Washtenaw County
Highest Level of Education

2010

2017

Graduate/Professional Degree

25.9%

28.7%

Bachelor's Degree

24.8%

25.7%

Associate Degree

6.8%

7.0%

Some College, no Degree

20.2%

18.4%

High School Graduate

16.1%

15.3%

Did Not Graduate High School

4.4%

4.9%

* Washtenaw County population, age 25+. Accounting for margin of error
in the ACS, the County still shows an increase in attainment of Graduate/
Professional Degrees and Bachelor’s Degrees.
Sources: 2006-2010 ACS 5-Year Estimates; 2013-2017 ACS 5-Year Estimates
COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
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9. Opportunity and Equity

Washtenaw County is one of the wealthiest counties in Michigan, with
high average incomes, ranking as one of the most economically vibrant,
educated, healthy, and best places to live in the state. However, not all
residents experience living that way. According to the County Health
Rankings in 2015, Washtenaw County ranked 81st out of 82 Michigan
counties for income inequality. As a result, in 2018 the Washtenaw
County Board of Commissioners adopted a policy declaring its focus
on issues of equity, particularly racial equity, when considering various
services. WCPARC adopted a resolution supporting the policy.
Many of the maps shown in this section of the plan illustrate placebased and racial differences in opportunity within the county:

low income, low educational attainment, and concentrated Black
population all occur in the southeast area of the county. The racial
distribution map (Figure 7) also shows a disproportionate number of
Black people in the two census tracts that are host to prisons, further
decreasing available life opportunities.
As part of equity investigations, the County produced an Opportunity
Index, which is a combination of measures indicating an overall
availability of opportunity for well-being and life progress relative to
other county census tracts (Figure 9). The Washtenaw County Parks
and Recreation Commission has the power to positively influence some
of the measures.

Figure 9 - Equity and Opportunity by Census Tract, Washtenaw County

Source: Washtenaw County Office of Community and Economic Development
10
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C. Physical Charachteristics

Figure 10 - Ecoregions, Washtenaw County

Both natural and man-made characteristics, such as land use and
transportation enhancements, will influence development for the next
five years and beyond. Washtenaw County’s existing natural physical
characteristics vary based on location within the County. The west,
central, and the southeastern portions are distinct and coincide with
the ecoregions described immediately below.

1. Geology and Ecoregions

As the glaciers that covered Michigan thousands of years ago melted
and receded, they left the landforms we see today and that remain
significant to current land cover. The EPA’s ecoregion classification
system analyzes glacial geology along with its other intimately related
environmental phenomena of soils, vegetation, climate, land use,
wildlife, and hydrology to identify where ecosystems are broadly
similar (Figure 10). Washtenaw County is crossed by three level III
ecoregions called the South Michigan/North Indiana Drift Plains,
Eastern Cornbelt Plains, and Huron/Erie Lake Plains. Figure 11 shows
quaternary, or current, geology of Washtenaw County in more detail.
A geology-focused description of the landform ecosystems that
make up Washtenaw County using this classification system follows.
Vegetation and soils are described in further sections.
WESTERN - SOUTH MICHIGAN/NORTH INDIANA DRIFT PLAINS
This is an interlobate area between three glacial lobes, formed when the
glaciers receded, that exists in the western and northwestern portions
of the County. It contains wide spans of outwash sands that surround
sandy and gravelly end moraines and ground moraines. Hills of end and
ground moraines are surrounded by flat outwash. Large linear segments
of end moraine, broken only by narrow outwash channels, are typically
located along the margins of this area. Also included are areas of icecontact topography, with kettle lakes, kames, eskers, and segments of
outwash channel as principal characteristics of these areas. This area is
known now for its many lakes and chains of lakes.

CENTRAL - EASTERN CORNBELT PLAINS
This is the largest section in the County, extending from Salem
Township southwest to Ann Arbor and Dexter, down to Saline and
Manchester. It is made up of narrow parallel bands of both end
moraine and ground moraines. The topography of the end moraines
is rolling and hilly, but less than 1% of the end moraines have slopes
greater than 15 percent. End-moraine ridges can be individual ridges
one or more miles across and several miles long, or they can be broken
into several smaller ridges separated by glacial outwash channel and
postglacial drainages. As its name suggests, agriculture is extensive
here and has affected much of the landscape.

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION

11

SOUTHEASTERN - HURON/ERIE LAKE PLAIN
This subsection encompasses Ypsilanti southwest to Saline, and the
rest of the County to the southeast. It is made up of clay lake plain
and sand lake plain that extends to Lake Erie, with several broad
channels of lacustrine sand. Small sand dunes are common on the
sand channels. Topography is generally broad and flat; the land is also
known to be agriculturally fertile. These two factors helped develop the
land and not much of the original ecosystem remains.

Figure 11 - Quarternary Geology, Washtenaw County

2. Soils

WESTERN
Soil textures range from sand to clay; the most common soil texture
is sandy loam on the moraine ridges and sand on the outwash plains,
which are very well-drained. On ice-contact topography, soils are
typically excessively drained sands and gravels on the upland kames
and eskers, and poorly or very poorly drained in the kettles and
outwash channels.
CENTRAL
Soil textures in this portion of the County are typically loam and sandy
loams. Finer textured soils of silt loams and clay loams are more
common on the eastern edge of this area. Poorly drained mineral soils
are common on lower slopes of the ground moraine. Organic soils are
found on outwash channels.
SOUTHEASTERN
This area is dominated by (wet) sandy loam and clayey soils. Soil
permeability is typically low, necessitating drainage for agricultural use.
Soils are calcareous at shallow depth. Soils are poorly or very poorly
drained in sand channel depressions and excessively drained on dunes.

3. Pre-Settlement Vegetation

Figure 12 shows pre-settlement (circa 1800) vegetation for Washtenaw
County. An examination of this map, along with rare species maps,
which are available through the Michigan Natural Features Inventory
(MNFI), provides information on lands that may warrant preservation/
protection.
WESTERN
Open savannas of black oak, white oak, and hickory were common on
the sandy moraines. Most of the wetlands on the end moraines were
scrub-shrub or forested swamps located in lower slope positions or in
small depressions. Hardwood swamps were the dominant wetland
on the lower slopes. Kettle lakes and swampy depressions on the
moraines typically supported scrub-shrub swamp, hardwood swamp,
or tamarack swamp.
12
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Figure 12 - Land Cover circa 1800, Washtenaw County

On dry, well-drained ice-contact topography, black oak (probably
including some northern pin oak) was typically the dominant forest
species. White oak and hickory were also common on slightly moister
ice-contact sites, with red oak occupying moist foot slopes.
CENTRAL
Oak and oak-hickory forests dominated the well-drained soils found
in this portion of the County, with white oak the dominant species.
Black oak was typical on the drier ridge tops, and red oak was more
common on lower slopes. Oak savannas, dominated by white oak and
black oak, could have occurred in this section, especially along the
western edge, where fires were carried by winds from the west. Beech
and sugar maple were found on the silt loams and clay loams, although
occurrence of these species was unusual. These occurred in the
relatively flat and wet areas of ground moraines and on well-drained,
irregular end moraines further north.
Forested wetlands were common in lower slope areas on both ground
and end moraines. Common species included black ash, red maple,
American elm, swamp white oak, bur oak, and basswood. On the
floodplain, hackberry, red elm, red ash, and American elm were
common.

Several types of wetlands occurred in the outwash channels. At the
margins between the uplands and the outwash, calcareous seepages
often supported fens, with tamarack growing near the upland margins
of the fens. Grass and sedge meadows were found growing adjacent
to streams on large areas of the outwash channels. Forested wetlands
were most common along margins of major streams on the outwash,
while tamarack was more common along lake edges and in kettles or
depressions in the outwash.
In areas of ice-contact topography, wetlands were commonly restricted
to narrow belts surrounding kettle lakes and consisted of scrub-shrub,
hardwood, or conifer swamps. Kettles were sometimes completely
occupied by either swamp or bog vegetation.

SOUTHEASTERN
The pre-settlement vegetation of the clay lakeplain contained forest,
either upland or wetland, and in some areas wet prairie. The forests
varied with the differences in slope class and drainage. On flatter
portions (10 feet per mile slope or less) of the lakeplain or in shallow
basins or depressions, lowland hardwoods dominated. In closed canopy
depressions, black ash was dominant. Black ash also dominated flat
or gradually sloping areas, but American elm and basswood were also
typical co-dominants. Beech, white oak, white ash, and hickory became
more common as slopes steepened and drainage conditions improved,
but still were less common than black ash and elm. Common wetland
species of the clay lakeplain included cottonwood, sycamore, trembling
aspen, and red/silver maple. Where rivers and streams improved
drainage conditions, mesic forests were dominated by beech, sugar
maple, white oak, American elm, and hickory.
COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
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4. Rare Species (Flora and Fauna)

The Michigan Natural Features Inventory (MNFI) lists several special
ecotypes in Washtenaw County, including bogs and prairie fens. There is
also remnant oak savanna found in the Pinckney Recreation Area. These
ecosystems typically contain significant rare plant and animal species that
are usually either threatened or endangered. The MNFI County Element
list of plant and wildlife species is too extensive to reproduce here, but
some species have been provided for specific areas in Washtenaw County.
The list of rare species provided below is not all inclusive.

CENTRAL
The floodplains are home to numerous rare plant species, including
Chelone obliqua (purple turtlehead), Cypripedium arietinum (ram’s head
lady’s slipper), Galearis spectabilis (showy orchis), Hybanthus concolor
(green violet), Hydrastis canadensis (goldenseal), Morus rubra (red
mulberry), Muhlenbergia richardsonis (mat muhly), Panax quinquefolius
(ginseng), and Spiranthes ovalis (lesser ladies’-tresses). Rare animals
species include Ambystoma texanum (smallmouth salamander),
Clinostomus elongatus (redside dace), Clonophis kirtlandii (Kirtland’s
snake), Emydoidea blandingii (blanding’s turtle) and Cryptotis parva
(least shrew).
SOUTHEASTERN
Most of the species in the Washtenaw County portion of this subsection are associated with lakeplain prairies, and so are few in
14
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White lady’s slipper found on hike at Park Lyndon
CREDIT: STEVE SEEGER

WESTERN
There may still be remnant oak savannas that were found on the
moraines. Rare plants include Baptisia lactea (prairie false indigo),
Cypripedium candidum (white lady’s slipper), Eupatorium sessilifolium
(upland boneset), Gentiana puberulenta (downy gentian), Muhlenbergia
richardsonis (mat muhly), Sporobolus heterolepis (prairie dropseed),
and Valeriana ciliata (edible valerian). Rare animal species include
Ammodramus henslowii (Henslow’s sparrow), Cryptotis parva (least
shrew), Dendroica discolor (prairie warbler), Oarisma poweshiek
(poweshiek skipperling), Oecanthus laricis (tamarack tree cricket),
Papaipema beeriana (blazing star borer), Setophaga cerulea (cerulean
warbler), and Sistrurus catenatus (eastern massasauga rattlesnake).

Blanding’s turtle at Brauer Preserve
number: Asclepias sullivantii (Sullivant’s milkweed), Platanthera
leucophaea (prairie white-fringed orchid), Silphium perfoliatum (cupplant), Strophostyles hevola (trailing wild bean), and Trichophorum
clintonii (Clinton’s bulrush). Rare animals include Etheostoma
spectabile (orangethroat darter), Euphyes dukesi (Duke’s skipper), Falco
peregrinus (Peregrine falcon), and Rallus elegans (king rail).

5. Water Resources

Figure 13 - Watersheds, Washtenaw County

RIVERS
Washtenaw County is home to two major rivers—the Huron River
and the River Raisin—and six watersheds. These watersheds include
the Upper Grand River, Huron River, River Raisin, Detroit River, and
Ottawa-Stony River. Figure 13 shows the locations and sizes of these
watersheds. WCPARC provides access to the Huron River from the
Burns-Stokes Preserve, Osborne Mill Preserve, and Parker Mill Park.
The Ervin-Stucki Preserve, Leonard Preserve, Riverbend Preserve, and
Sharon Mills Park access the River Raisin, and the Draper-Houston
Meadows Preserve is located on the Saline River (part of the River
Raisin watershed).
LAKES
There are more than 300 natural lakes and ponds and more than
150 artificial lakes, ponds, or reservoirs in the County. Most of these
are unnamed, but at least 93 have names. Some of the largest lakes
(greater than 250 acres) are Four Mile Lake, Barton Pond, Geddes Pond,
and Ford Lake, the last three being impoundments of the Huron River.
There are approximately 11,000 acres of water bodies. Independence
Lake and Cavanaugh Lake county parks provide access to their
namesake lakes of 192 and 197 acres, respectively.

6. Land Use

Figure 14 shows the 2015 land use of Washtenaw County. Land use data is
fundamental to recreation planning and to land preservation. Maintaining the
rural character that exists throughout much of Washtenaw County is a high
priority for County residents as indicated by the 2018 WCPARC Community
Survey (Section V). Areas under intense pressure for land use conversion and
land subdivision are especially vulnerable because land development reduces
the extent of open space and often adds visual clutter to the landscape.

7. Transportation

Unique habitats, steep slopes, rare plant and animal communities, presettlement vegetation communities, and significant cultural resources are
valuable assets to provide passive recreation, open space, or preserves to be
left in a natural state. Prime agricultural lands are worthy of preservation for
food production. Recent poor economic conditions reduced the conversion
of land from natural to developed, but with more recent economic growth
the pace of land conversion is likely to accelerate again.

The County’s primary public transit provider is the Ann Arbor Area
Transit Authority (AAATA), with service throughout the cities of
Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, and in parts of Pittsfield, Scio, Superior,
and Ypsilanti townships. The University of Michigan and WesternWashtenaw Area Value Express (WAVE) also offer some public transit in
Ann Arbor and around Chelsea, respectively. Many WCPARC facilities
are outside of the core urban areas and thus not accessible by public

The usability of the County Park system is dependent on the County’s
transportation system. People need to be able to access parks and
preserves, which are widely distributed throughout the County.
Southeast Michigan remains highly dependent on personal vehicles,
now including Uber and Lyft style services; however, the demand and
need for other modes of transportation are increasing.
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transit, with the exceptions of County Farm Park,
Parker Mill Park, and Swift Run Dog Park. Since the
last master plan, AAATA has expanded its service
area, and now Rolling Hills Park is 1.5 miles from
a bus stop. This is still too far away to be a reliable
form of transportation, but one could complete the
trip by bike. On the west side of the county, one
could ride the WAVE to Pierce Lake Golf Course and,
conceivably, a few preserves within the Chelsea or
Dexter areas.

Figure 14 - Land Use, Washtenaw County

The Washtenaw Area Transportation Study
(WATS) is the principal agency working to
improve transportation options for the County.
A representative of WATS serves on the County’s
Greenways Advisory Committee (GAC) that is
staffed by WCPARC. WATS is working with a
number of partners (Washtenaw Biking and
Walking Coalition, Partners for Transit, Michigan
Complete Streets Coalition, etc.) to increase transit
and non-motorized transportation options. Better
transit would increase connectivity to nearby cities,
townships, and villages; reduced urban congestion;
and reduce pressure on limited parking resources.
While bicycling long distances as a consistent
transportation method is not popular, it is a common
recreational pastime. Residents will bike to other
recreational locations, though this can be limited
in colder seasons. The Border-to-Border Trail adds
a biking transportation network for some preserves
nearby: Burns-Stokes Preserve, Osborne Mill
Preserve, Miller-Smith Preserve, and Parker Mill Park.

16
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Rolling Hills and a recreation center at County Farm Park in Ann Arbor
were opened. The Commission added Pierce Lake Golf Course and
Park in Chelsea five years later.

Frederick L. Barkley Golf Center at Pierce Lake Golf Course

III. ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
The Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC)
oversees the acquisition, development, maintenance, planning, and
operation of recreation facilities and programs at the county level. The
collection of parks and nature preserves offer a diverse array of active
and passive recreation opportunities and other leisure services for
Washtenaw County residents and visitors.

A. Parks Commission Overview

In August 1973, the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation
Commission was formed under Michigan Public Act 261 of 1965. The
Commission’s land base at the time consisted of five roadside parks
(Cavanaugh Lake, Park Lyndon [north], Park Northfield, Park Sharon,
and Superior Center), totaling a mere 20 acres, and 205 acres of
undeveloped land in Lyndon Township. In 1976, WCPARC proceeded
with development of Independence Lake and Rolling Hills county
parks, as well as Park Lyndon (north and south). The County Farm,
land owned by the County since 1836, became a county park in 1979.
WCPARC purchased historic Parker Mill in 1983—restoration of the mill
buildings was completed the following year. In 1991, the Water Park at

In the late 1990s, responding to a countywide survey, the Commission
initiated the Border-to-Border Trail, a multiuse trail system, and made
improvements to Independence Lake, Rolling Hills, Pierce Lake, and
the Meri Lou Murray Recreation Center. In 1999, WCPARC purchased
a former Ford Village Industries plant on the River Raisin for what is
now known as Sharon Mills County Park, a popular wedding site and
backdrop for photo shoots. Since 2000, the Commission has been
responsible for administering the Natural Areas Preservation Program
(NAPP) though passage of Ordinance No. 128, a voter approved millage
to fund the preservation of critical natural areas. In 2001, Staebler
Farm in Superior Township was purchased to be developed as a farmthemed park. As of January 2019, the Commission’s portfolio consists
of 14 parks, 34 nature preserves, and 13 agricultural easements that
comprise more than 8,000 acres of land across the County.
The Commission continues to improve the existing system through
updating its facilities and expanding recreation opportunities. In 2016,
the Sharon Mills County Park site master plan was adopted, and initial
elements of development are currently being planned. In 2017, a site
master plan was adopted for Staebler Farm County Park and initial site
development began in 2018. Most recently, the Parks and Recreation
Commission adopted the General Management Plan for Watkins Lake
State Park and County Preserve, developed in partnership with the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

B. Natural Areas Preservation Program
1. Program Overview

Washtenaw County’s Natural Areas Preservation Program (NAPP)
purchases unique natural areas to ensure their preservation for the
benefit of the County and its people, plants and animals. NAPP
was established in August 2000 by the Washtenaw County Board of
Commissioners through the passage of Natural Areas Ordinance No.
128, providing procedures and standards for the purchase of natural
ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
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areas by the County (Appendix C). Subsequent to the adoption of the
Ordinance, residents approved a 10-year millage to fund the program.
WCPARC has managed the program since its inception.
The goal of the Natural Areas Preservation Program is to identify lands
which, through long-term preservation, will:
• Protect and preserve the natural and ecological diversity/heritage
of Washtenaw County.
• Complement the existing network of publicly and privately
protected lands.
• Maximize the public benefit.
The land acquisition process begins when landowners nominate their
property to the program. Properties are reviewed and recommended
by either the Natural Areas Technical Advisory Committee (NATAC)
or Agricultural Lands Preservation Advisory Committee (ALPAC).
Recommendations are considered by the Washtenaw County Parks
and Recreation Commission. Lands purchased fee-simple with NAPP
funds are owned and managed by WCPARC. Conservation easements
acquired are annually monitored and are available annually for

programming on a pre-arranged basis. The Parks and Recreation
Commission also partners with other land preservation organizations
to find creative ways to leverage resources to protect and preserve
natural areas.

2. Nature Preserve and Conservation Easement
Stewardship Special Revenue Fund

In 2018, the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission,
along with the County Board of Commissioners, made a commitment
to ensure land already protected under the Natural Area Preservation
Program (NAPP) will be protected and stewarded beyond the life of
the millage, and that the land open to the public, will continue to be
able to be enjoyed by County residents and visitors for generations to
come. On August 8, the Board of Commissioners approved the Parks
and Recreation Commission’s recommendation to establish a special
revenue fund in the amount of $7.5 million from the existing NAPP
fund balance. These funds will be set aside and invested in a special
fund projected to generate income to cover future costs associated
with management of land and stewardship of land and conservation
easements protected with NAPP millage funds. The funds will be
used for future maintenance of nature preserves purchased in fee that
includes over 40 miles of trails, including activities such as prescribed
fires, matching funds for restoration grants, ecological inventories, GIS
documentation of annual stewardship activities, as well as monitoring
and enforcing conservation easements.
The website for this program may be found at: washtenaw.org/napp.

C. Financial Summary
Funding Sources

Staff and members of NATAC hiking a potential NAPP acquisition
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The primary source of funding for the Washtenaw County Parks and
Recreation Commission (WCPARC)—not including the Natural Areas
Preservation Program—are two separate County millages at a rate of
¼ mills apiece, levied countywide to pay for parks. One millage fund
is primarily used for capital improvements (including land acquisition
and park development), and the other is allocated to general park
operations and expenses such as park maintenance, personnel, fuel

Parks4 Revenues
Expenditures
Table
- Revenues&and
Expenditures for Parks

Parks revenue and expenditures for December 31, 2018, per County audit dated March 31, 2019.
2018
Budget

Administration

Independence
Lake

Recreation
Center

Rolling
Hills

Pierce
Lake

Historic
Sites4

Field
Operations

TOTAL

Revenues
Property Tax

7,268,507

State Grant Funds

7,425,367

-

-

-

-

-

-

7,425,367

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

3,574,427

-

-

Fees & Services1

3,460,000

-

Interest Earnings

300,000

333,484

-

-

-

-

-

-

333,484

10,000

46,343

-

-

-

-

-

-

46,343

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

11,379,621

Other Revenue &
Reimbursements
Transfers In
TOTAL

-

283,247

283,247

1,199,610

1,199,610

1,451,709

1,451,709

639,862

-

11,038,507

7,805,194

639,862

-

Personnel

(5,275,384)

(1,283,593)

(622,678) (1,057,618) (1,148,671) (568,603)

(1,071)

(675,053)

(5,357,287)

Supplies &
Other Services2

(2,267,291)

(669,825)

(379,762) (305,647) (35,246)

(93,611)

(2,056,879)

(640,832)

(649,697)

(2,757,746)

(2,350,327)

Transfers Out

(97,254)

(9,566)

TOTAL

(11,038,507)

(4,963,007)

(791,186) (1,518,077) (1,563,036) (925,806) (36,317)

(803,983)

(10,601,411)

2,842,187

(507,938)

(803,983)

778,210

-

Expenditures

Internal Service
Charges
Capital Outlay3

BALANCE

-

(134,755)
-

(438,034)
-

(33,753) (22,425.00)
-

-

(318,467)

-

-

-

-

(34,604)

(51,556)

-

(35,318)

-

-

-

-

(111,327) (285,944) (36,317)

(649,697)
(2,527,982)
(9,566)

1

Includes gate, concession and rentals
Includes supplies, service contracts, utilities
3
Includes equipment, land, major improvements and funding partnerships
4
Sharon Mills, Parker Mill & Staebler Farm
2
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Natural Areas Preservation Program Revenues & Expenditures
Table 5 - Revenues and Expenditures for NAPP

Natural Areas Preservation Program revenue and expenditures for December 31, 2018, per County audit dated March 31, 2019.
2018
Land
Land
Farmland
TOTAL
Budget
Acquisition
Management
Protection
Revenues
3,710,780

Property Tax

3,666,939

-

-

3,666,939
776,405

Federal Revenue

-

-

-

776,405

State Revenue

-

27,318

-

-

Fees & Services

-

-

Interest Earnings

50,000

61,003

5,000

Other Revenue &
Reimbursements

-

-

-

29,194

34,154

124,351

-

-

-

-

Planned Use of Fund
Balance

9,703,905

Transfers In

1,086,777

-

-

-

14,556,462

3,755,260

29,194

810,559

2,066,908
6,634,603

(656,750)

(125,475)

(373,691)

(825)

(499,991)

(388,750)

(87,492)

(39,247)

(64,217)

(190,957)

(10,990)

-

(16,373)

-

(16,373)

(2,936,093)

(566,880)

(305)

(1,998,661)

(2,565,846)

(10,563,879)

(3,805,341)

(4,340,000)

(1,000,000)

(9,145,341)

(14,556,462)

(4,585,188)

(4,769,616)

(3,063,703)

(12,418,507)

-

(829,928)

(4,740,421)

(2,253,144)

(5,783,904)

TOTAL
Expenditures
Personnel
Supplies &
Other Services 1
Internal Service
Charges
Capital Outlay2
Transfers Out/Reserves
TOTAL
BALANCE
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3

1

Includes supplies, service contracts and consultants

2

Includes land & easement purchases and equipment for land management

3

Includes approved $7.5M transfer to special revenue fund for perpetual maintenance of lands
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and utilities. Originally, the two tax levies were 0.25 mills, but have
been rolled back over time to 0.2367 mills as part of the Headlee
Rollback.
The Natural Areas Preservation Program (NAPP) also receives funding
through a countywide millage approved for the natural areas. The
original millage (¼ mills) was active during the period 2002-2011. The
millage was renewed in 2010 and extends the program funding to 2020.
WCPARC manages the program, identifying and caring for lands with
special ecological characteristics.
In 2016, Washtenaw County residents approved a four-year road
millage, with a portion of the revenue to be designated specifically
for non-motorized transportation of which WCPARC administers. The
annual revenue is approximately $1.5 million.
In addition to the millage funding, WCPARC obtains funds through
various park fees, concessions, and services; federal and state grants;
interest earned; and private donations. WCPARC receives no County
general fund dollars. Tables 4 and 5 detail revenue and expenditures
for both parks and NAPP properties. WCPARC Capital Improvement
Projects may be found in Appendix D.

D. General Administrative Structure

The Commission consists of 10 members, including a representative
from the County Road Commission, the County Water Resources
Commissioner, and other members appointed by the elected Board of
Commissioners, at least one and not more than three of whom shall be
members of the County Board.
The Washtenaw County Parks system is headed by a Director and
assisted by a Deputy Director. Each of the largest facilities (Meri
Lou Murray Recreation Center, Pierce Lake Golf Course and Park,
Independence Lake and Rolling Hills) has its own superintendent,
building maintenance, and operations staff. Currently, there are a
total of 52 permanent employees, including administrative staff, park
planners, naturalists, stewardship staff, a horticulturist, supervisors,
recreation programmers, and laborers based at six different locations.

In addition, WCPARC employs around 350 seasonal employees
throughout the year, including lifeguards, park rangers and managers,
groundskeepers, concession workers, maintenance workers, gardeners
and interpretive naturalists. The organizational chart may be found in
Appendix D.

E. Committees

1. Natural Areas Technical Advisory Committee

The Natural Areas Technical Advisory Committee (NATAC) was
established in accordance with Ordinance No. 128 by the Washtenaw
County Board of Commissioners. NATAC functions as a seven member
advisory body to assist WCPARC in determining whether it should
purchase or conserve a particular land parcel nominated to the Natural
Areas Preservation Program.
NATAC members are appointed by the Board of Commissioners
and must be County residents. Members with expertise in: fisheries
biology/aquatic ecology; botany/forestry; wildlife management;
professional land use planning; environmental education; professional
real estate or development practice; and/or land trust/conservation.
Terms are two years in length, with staggered expiration dates.
Members may be reappointed by the County Board of Commissioners
to successive terms.

2. Agricultural Lands Preservation Advisory Committee
The Agricultural Lands Preservation Advisory Committee (ALPAC)
was established by the Washtenaw County Purchase of Development
Rights Ordinance as adopted by the Washtenaw County Board of
Commissioners on August 2, 2006. Ordinance No. 128 was amended
in May 2010 allowing ALPAC to provide assistance to WCPARC in
determining whether the County should purchase a conservation
easement on a particular parcel of farmland nominated to the Natural
Areas Preservation Program.
ALPAC functions as a seven member advisory body that is appointed
by the Board of Commissioners. Members must be County residents,
and be engaged in agricultural production or operate agricultural
ADMINISTRATIVE STRUCTURE
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businesses; have real estate development interests; represent
environmental/conservation groups or be natural resources
professional; and/or the general public. Terms are two years in length,
with staggered expiration dates. Members may be reappointed by the
County Board of Commissioners to successive terms.

F. Volunteers

With more than 5,900 acres of parks and nature preserves, volunteers
play a vital role in helping to keep parks, preserves, and programs
functioning. WCPARC has an active volunteer program that
encompasses the diverse facets of the park system, encouraging people
of all ages, group sizes, and physical abilities to become involved.
Additionally, WCPARC works to incorporate learning and nurture
relationships with volunteers so that they have a positive experience.
Volunteers not only give back to the community and help the
environment but they can also learn techniques, get exercise, connect
with like-minded people, and explore new places. Volunteer projects
include removing invasive plants, leading interpretive program,
gardening, monitoring bluebirds, and assisting with special events.
Additional volunteer information is available on the Parks website:
Washtenaw.org/parks.
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Dedicated volunteers from FCA plant flowers at Sharon Mills Park
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STATE OF MICHIGAN
The State of Michigan is the largest provider of recreational land in
Washtenaw County. The Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(MDNR) operates 21 state parks in Southeast Michigan, eight located
wholly or partially within Washtenaw County. These include State
Recreation areas Waterloo, Pinckney, Walter J. Hayes, Watkins Lake
(managed in partnership with Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation
Commission), and four Game Management areas: Chelsea, Sharon,
Little Goose Lake, and Gregory. In total, the state has approximately
16,000 acres under its management in Washtenaw County. Most of the
acreage is undeveloped and provides wildlife habitat and nature study;
about 1,200 acres are developed for active recreation.

Fitness room at the Meri Lou Murray Recreation Center

IV. RECREATION INVENTORY
A. Washtenaw County Recreation Lands
Washtenaw County is fortunate to have an abundance of parks, natural
areas, recreation facilities, trails, and programs available for its residents.
To assist in future recreation decision making, it is important to develop
and evaluate a complete inventory of these opportunities. This section
provides an overview of recreation providers and opportunities in or near
Washtenaw County, including a comprehensive inventory of Washtenaw
County Parks and Recreation Commission facilities.

Many public and private agencies plan and provide parks and recreation
opportunities in the County. In addition to the Washtenaw County
Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC), these include: the State
Department of Natural Resources; Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority
(HCMA); local municipalities; school districts; universities and community
colleges; land conservation organizations; and for-profit companies.
Public recreation lands and programs within the County are operated by
four governmental levels: state, regional, county, and local. These lands
total approximately 33,000 acres and include everything from the large
state recreation areas to small play lots managed by cities and townships.

REGIONAL PARKS: HURON-CLINTON METROPOLITAN AUTHORITY
Regional park facilities within the County are provided by the HuronClinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA or “Metroparks”), which
presently operates approximately 24,000 acres of land in its five-county
district. Within Washtenaw County, the HCMA manages one large and
two small Metroparks on the Huron River totaling more than 1,700
acres: Hudson Mills, Dexter-Huron, and Delhi. They also sponsor
region-wide programs, such as nature and heritage interpretation,
as well as special events, including golf and boat shows, fireworks,
festivals, and music concerts. The Border-to-Border Trail, a Washtenaw
County Parks and Recreation Commission partnership initiative, passes
through Hudson Mills and Dexter-Huron parks, and eventually Delhi
Metropark.
LOCAL RECREATION
Local communities have the primary responsibility for meeting public
recreational needs of residents in their individual communities. Cities,
villages, and the more urbanized townships provide more than 5,000
acres of municipal parkland for their residents. Many park areas are
developed with active recreation amenities, such as athletic fields and
picnic grounds. Some community park facilities are located on school
district property.
The City of Ann Arbor, with more than 2,100 acres of parkland, is the
largest local recreation provider within the County. Ann Arbor also
RECREATION INVENTORY
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maintains two municipal golf courses and has designated several
areas for nature study. Increasingly, the City of Ypsilanti, and Ypsilanti
and Pittsfield townships have taken a more significant role in the
provision of recreation services. The outlying municipalities of Milan,
Manchester, Chelsea, Dexter, Scio, and Saline are also managing
growing park acreage. Other townships that are active in recreation
are Northfield, Superior, and York.
Most cities and villages in Washtenaw County provide some level of
recreation programs for their citizens. An example of some programs
include: basic sports, aerobics, arts and crafts courses, martial
arts, swim lessons, and activities for seniors. Additionally, several
communities provide more intensive recreation programs such as
fitness/aerobics classes, gymnastics, and sports leagues for adults.
Typically, these programs are available for a fee. Municipalities and
community organizations also host various events, including craft fairs,
auctions, parades, and related activities.
INSTITUTIONAL RECREATION
Significant acreages of open space, recreational lands, and facilities in
the County are owned by publicly funded educational institutions. This

category includes public school athletic areas, school nature preserves,
university sports fields, golf courses, and field research properties.
Local public school districts control about 2,100 acres developed primarily
for playgrounds and playfields; some districts have also made provisions
for nature study areas. School district Community Education Programs
are major providers of recreation services, and have allowed the use of the
facilities by outside groups. In rural areas, local schools are more likely to
be the primary providers of recreation services.
The universities and colleges located in Washtenaw County provide
recreation facilities totaling some 2,800 acres with varying levels of public
use. The University of Michigan, for example, manages a botanical garden
and an arboretum that are open to and popular with the public; owns
two golf courses, primarily for the use of their students and staff but
open to the public at a higher rate; and reserves a major portion of their
landholdings for scientific study and research.
Colleges and universities in Washtenaw County play an active role in
the provision of recreational opportunities through inter-collegiate and
intramural programs. They also offer cultural resources such as libraries,
museums, and theater programs.
PRIVATE RECREATION
Private lands devoted to recreation in Washtenaw County account for
approximately 4,000 acres. Located primarily in outlying areas, country
clubs, sports clubs, and camps are available to members of particular
organizations, with membership fees a usual requirement.

Border-to-Border Trail through Hudson Mills Metropark
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Private and semi-public organizations offer a wide variety of both
structured and unstructured recreation programs. The primary
programs offered are through private golf, tennis, and swimming clubs.
Privately owned bowling alleys, fitness facilities, and campgrounds
are also available. Semi-public organizations offer some of the same
types of programs to the public on a fee basis and numerous church
organizations offer a broad range of recreation programs. Other
organizations exist to serve special interests that range from horseback
riding to arts and crafts to theater.

OTHER PROTECTED LANDS
Other protected lands, managed by both public and private entities,
primarily provide protection of agricultural, natural, cultural, or historic
resources. Some of this land provides limited access to the general
public for passive recreation use, such as nature study and hiking.

WCPARC has also developed a broad range of recreational facilities and
offers a diverse, entertaining, and educational array of programs for all
ages. Figure 1 shows locations of all the parks, preserves, and Borderto-Border Trail. A map may also be found on WCPARC’s website:
washtenaw.org/parks.

MAJOR RECREATION AREAS OUTSIDE OF WASHTENAW COUNTY
Significant regional recreation outside the County is provided by the
State, HCMA, metropolitan area counties, and other quasi-public or
private entities. A number of state parks and recreation areas totaling,
more than 44,000 acres, are located in Southeastern Michigan. The
parks offer picnic areas, swimming, hiking, camping, boating, fishing,
and play areas. HCMA operates ten Metroparks totaling more than
24,000 acres outside the County. The wide range of activities provided
includes: nature trails, picnic areas, boating, swimming, golf, crosscountry skiing, play areas, dancing, and more. Other popular, more
specialized recreational areas are the Detroit Zoo, Belle Isle, and The
Henry Ford in metropolitan Detroit, and the Toledo Zoo and Cedar
Point in northwest Ohio.

Appendix A contains the table of the “Recommended Classification
System for Local and Regional Recreation, Open Space, and Trails” and
Appendix E shows the “Suggested Facility Development Standards.”
These standards are viewed as guides only, addressing the minimum
objectives to be achieved, and not maximum objectives.

A comprehensive (but not exhaustive) list of recreation opportunities
in or near Washtenaw County, including parks, golf courses, trails,
campgrounds, disc golf courses, canoe liveries, senior centers, and dog
parks may be found in Appendix B.

B. Inventory of WCPARC Facilities
Since 1973, the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
(WCPARC) has strategically developed and enhanced a park system
that provides access to more than 8,000 acres of parks, preserves,
open spaces, trails, rivers and lakes, and diverse ecosystems. In
addition to the trails within its parks and preserves, WCPARC has
been instrumental in developing a non-motorized trail system, which
currently traverses more than 30 miles throughout Washtenaw County.

A precise classification for every park is difficult because some are large
or unique enough to attract people throughout Washtenaw County,
or even the entire Southeast Michigan region. The Natural Areas
Preservation Program preserves tend to be smaller in scale and attract
local users. However, if one contains exceptional features not common
in Southeast Michigan, it may draw visitors from a greater distance,
such as the Fox Science Preserve’s former gravel pit, which provides a
rare opportunity to study glacial geology.

C. Parks

As of January of 2019, WCPARC owns and/or manages over 8,000 acres
of land. Of that total, 2,109 acres were acquired or are maintained
with park millage funds (as opposed to the Natural Areas Preservation
Program millage). Facilities include large urban parks; historical parks;
nature preserves; small parks; a recreation center; a golf course; water
and spray parks; and a dog park. Several parks provide opportunities
for both active and passive recreation. For example, Rolling Hills
County Park offers a disc golf course for active play, yet also contains
trails for nature hiking.
An inventory of parks and facilities may be found in Table 6, and a
classification type and detailed description follows.

RECREATION INVENTORY
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Blue Heron Bay Spray Park was constructed in 2013 adjacent to the
Gamble Group Center to replace the Beach Center Spray Zone, which
was in operation until 2012. The main attractions are two water slides,
a large spray structure, and different spray-play zones for kids of all
ages. The building complex includes staff offices, an admission booth,
changing rooms, restrooms, lockers, and concession area with BBQ
grill. The Gamble Group Center pavilion was renovated to provide
four group rental spaces (total capacity up to 180 people). The facility,
including water features (except the waterslides), is fully accessible.

Blue Heron Bay Spray Park

INDEPENDENCE LAKE COUNTY PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Webster Township
446 acres
Large Urban Park

Independence Lake County Park is the largest park in the County
system and offers a broad range of recreational activities: swimming,
spray play, boating, fishing, picnicking, hiking, biking, disc golf, and
rollerblading, all in a nature-centric setting.
In summer, the park offers a sandy beach with swimming and has
excellent picnic areas for family gatherings. Paddleboats and rowboats
may be rented and a launch site for canoes, kayaks, and motorized
boats (ten or less horsepower) is available. Three picnic pavilions
of various sizes can accommodate up to 150 people for birthday
parties, family reunions, weddings, and company picnics. The Beach
Center houses the park office with year-round restroom facilities and
includes a seasonal snack bar and patio eating area. There is also a
meeting room that looks out onto the woodlands. The room contains
a fireplace and large projector screen, making it an appropriate site for
presentations, meetings, and office retreats.
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Independence Lake County Park has an acclaimed 36-hole disc golf
course, called the Red Hawk, which is open year-round. Nature trails
are located throughout the park and wind through diverse habitats
including wetlands, prairies, and great stands of oaks. Pre-arranged
nature programs or guided interpretive tours are available with a Parks
Naturalist. Two miles of paved multiuse trails are provided for walkers,
runners, bikers, or rollerbladers. Independence Lake County Park
is open year-round. Winter opportunities include ice fishing, crosscountry skiing, and snowshoeing. Special events and programs include
runs, an ice fishing derby, and day camp. There is a vehicle entry fee to
visit the park and an additional charge to enter Blue Heron Bay.
The property has expanded several times bringing the park to its
current size of 446 acres.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2016 - Disc golf course expanded
2017 - Boat launch rebuilt
2018 - Sea wall rebuilt
2018 - Front entrance fence rebuilt
2019 - Installed new sand volleyball court
2019 - Installed new gatehouse

CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

Red Hawk Disk Golf Course

CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

Independence Lake Park aerial

Playground

Independence Lake beach
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•
•

Admission fee options at the Recreation Center include: daily
and summer passes, and 30-day trial, 6-month, and 12-month
memberships. Membership categories include: families, individual,
youth, senior, over 80 years of age, and individuals with a disability.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2015 - New track window shading system installed
2016 - Pool filtration system replaced*
2018 - Energy saving lighting above the track and in the gymnasium
replaced with energy-saving LED lights*
2017 - Pool wall glass block repaired
2017 - Gym steel superstructure and venting repainted
2018 - Pool interior re-grouted
2018 - New gym curtain installed
2018 - New lockers installed in hallway, and men’s, women’s, and staff
locker rooms

Basketball game at the recreation center

MERI LOU MURRAY RECREATION CENTER
City of Ann Arbor
Sports Complex

Since the Meri Lou Murray Recreation Center (MLMRC) opened in 1991,
it has been a popular venue for recreation enthusiasts. The Recreation
Center has 52,000 square feet of fitness and recreation space, and
approximately 400,000 visitors annually.
Currently, the following amenities and services are available:
• 4 lane, wheelchair-accessible swimming pool (25 yards long, 3.5’
shallow end, 6.5’ deep end)
• Gymnasium (multi-court)
• Cardio-training equipment, including stationary bikes, stepper
units, rowers, treadmills, and elliptical cross trainers
• Strength training equipment, including weight circuit stations,
incline benches, hand weights, and a multi-station weight machine
for users with disabilities
• Two lane elevated walk/run track
• Men’s and women’s locker rooms with coin operated lockers
• Assisted Care locker room

2020-2024 WCPARC RECREATION MASTER PLAN

* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item
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Location:
Type:		
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Class offerings: fitness, water exercise, and instructional swimming
Personal trainers and private swim instructors

Youth swim classes

CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

on the floodplain soils deposited by a glacial water course. Britton
Woods reflects the Ann Arbor area landscape in pre-settlement times.
Historically, the majority of County Farm was primarily used for
agriculture, but it has since naturalized to old fields, dense hedgerows
and brushy cover. Small animals, as well as numerous bird species, are
found in the park. There are regular sightings of fox and deer.
Park facilities include two pavilions/shelters; a perennial garden;
Project Grow community gardens, including fully-accessible plots;
walking/fitness/biking trails; and the Meri Lou Murray Recreation
Center. A large children’s playground is a popular destination.
In 1991, the Meri Lou Murray Recreation Center opened in the
northeastern corner of the park. The Administrative Offices of WCPARC
were transferred from the Recreation Center to a new building in the
park in 2000, and a Field Operations Building was constructed between
these two buildings in 2008. In 2013, the park name was changed to
Nelson Meade County Farm Park to honor one of the Commission’s
founding members.

Playground at Nelson Meade County Farm Park

NELSON MEADE COUNTY FARM PARK
City of Ann Arbor
127 acres
Large Urban Park

This park, located within the city limits of Ann Arbor, occupies land that
Washtenaw County has owned since 1836. A poor house and insane
asylum were built in 1837 and used until 1917 when the Washtenaw
Infirmary was constructed and, subsequently, operated until 1967.
Fourteen acres were leased by the County to the City of Ann Arbor and
operated as Park Washtenaw during the 1970s. In 1972, the Infirmary
was vacated and Project Grow, a community gardening organization,
began using eight acres of land for growing food. An exercise trail (par
course) was constructed by WCPARC in 1976, (its fitness equipment
was replaced in 2000). The County Board of Commissioners transferred
control of the present 127 acres of land to the Washtenaw County Parks
and Recreation Commission (WCPARC) for park use in 1979.
This park contains the Britton Woods Nature Area, an 18-acre woodlot
with an interesting mixture of upland and floodplain tree species.
Oak, hickory, and cherry species reflect the upland nature of this
wooded knoll; while, maple, ash, ironwood, and hornbeam occur

RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2015 - New entry signs at Platt Rd and Medford lot entrances installed*
* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item
CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Limestone walking trail
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In 2001, WCPARC acquired 130 acres from the Reith family, enlarging the
northern portion of the park. Formerly farmland, this addition has high
ecological value and access to two small lakes. Due to a large wetland
complex, this portion cannot be accessed easily from the rest of the park;
therefore, no formal trail system has been developed. A small service
entrance located off North Territorial Road provides limited access.
Park Lyndon South was formerly used for grazing up until the 1940s but is
now mainly wooded. The terrain is hilly with steep slopes and the WaterlooPinckney Trail traverses it. This portion of the park contains grassy picnic
areas, hiking trails, and a cabin (limited access). The trails wind through
oak-hickory forests, pine plantations, fields/meadows, wetlands, and along
the shore of Lake Genevieve and may be used year-round.
Fen at Park Lyndon North

PARK LYNDON
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Lyndon Township
340 acres
Natural Resource Area

Park Lyndon is one of southern Michigan’s finest natural areas. Over 500
species of plants, including several rare, are found in a wide variety of
habitats, including fens, marshes, bogs, ponds, forest, and prairie. Portions
of the park were originally owned and managed by the Washtenaw County
Road Commission and transferred to WCPARC in 1973.
The park is divided by North Territorial Road into northern and
southern portions. Park Lyndon North contains extensive wetlands,
hiking trails, picnic areas, a picnic shelter with grill, and toilets.
Opportunities abound for birding, photography, or nature study. Much
of the upland part of the trail is along an esker, a land formation that
was created when the last glacier retreated thousands of years ago.
Two miles of marked nature trails wind through the steep, glacially
sculpted hillsides, connecting to the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) Waterloo-Pinckney Trail creating a combined hiking
experience of nearly 50 miles. To protect the native flora and fauna,
bicycling is prohibited.
30
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RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2016 - Cabin renovated*
2016 - Renovated park entry signage at all three public parking lots*
2018 - Portions of Park Lyndon North included in Safe Harbor
Agreement with MDNR to protect the Eastern Massassauga Rattlesnake
2019 - Completed plans for Mitchel Satyr Butterflies (federally listed as
Threatened) to be released in fen through a partnership with Michigan
Natural Features Inventory.
* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item

Park Lyndon (south) trail hike

round. Guided nature walks along the trail/boardwalk are available by
appointment. The terminus to the Post Trail, which provides seating
and views of the river, was rebuilt in 2013.
The Helen and Norris Post Legacy Trail and pavilion were constructed
in 2009. The Legacy Trail includes an interpretive trail, educational
signage, and interpretive pavilion. The main trail loop replicates the
approximate size, shape, and location of the old millpond.
A bituminous path connects Parker Mill County Park with the City of
Ann Arbor’s Gallup Park. This scenic route crosses the Huron River and
is open year-round, but access during the winter is more easily made
from the Dixboro Road parking lot. Fishing is allowed in Fleming Creek
and the Huron River in park locations posted on the WCPARC website.
Gristmill and cidermill buildings

RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2015 - Pavilion/restroom painting, concrete floor refinish, and new hand dryers.
2017 - Mill building foundation repaired
2017-2018 - Repairs to infrastructure on the Hoyt Post trail boardwalk*
2018 - Installed “Flux and Flow” interpretive water feature honoring Janis
Bobrin, longtime Parks Commissioner and water quality advocate
2018 - Exterior lighting at mill buildings and pavilion upgraded to LED

PARKER MILL COUNTY PARK

Ann Arbor Charter Township
44 acres
Large Urban Park

Parker Mill County Park is comprised of 26 acres in Ann Arbor Township
owned WCPARC and 18 acres in Superior Township on long-term lease
from the City of Ann Arbor. This tract is mostly wooded land that
encompasses the lower reach of Fleming Creek, including the mouth of
the creek, where it joins the Huron River.
The Parker gristmill was built in 1873 and is one of the historic
treasures in Washtenaw County. The mill is operable and contains
original machinery left when the Parker family ceased milling
operations in 1958. Public tours are offered on Sundays in the fall;
group tours are available by appointment from May through October.
Various programming events are held throughout the year. Additional
historical buildings include a former cider mill and a log cabin. A
pavilion and seasonal restrooms are available for public use.
Several trails are available in this park. The accessible, one-mile
long Hoyt G. Post Trail contains five interpretive areas along Fleming
Creek and is available to walkers, wheelchairs and strollers year-

* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item
CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Volunteer giving a tour of the gristmill
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provides a connection to neighboring residential developments. The
facility is a partner in the Community Partners for Clean Streams
program, which is a collaborative effort with the Washtenaw County
Water Resources Commissioner’s Office to help reduce pollution of
local waterways.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2016 - Installed a new roof and metal sided cart barn and maintenance
building*
2018 - Added oven and gas grill to snack bar to make homemade baked
goods and expand snack bar menu
2019 - Replaced furnaces and air conditioning units in clubhouse
Ongoing - Addressed sand and drainage issues on bunkers*
Ongoing - Upgrade irrigation system (software and irrigation heads)*
Morning golf at Pierce Lake

* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item

PIERCE LAKE GOLF COURSE AND PARK
City of Chelsea
232 acres (including a 26-acre park)
Special Use

Opened in 1996, this park straddling the boundary between Sylvan
and Lima Townships, features a four-star Golf Digest rated 18-hole
golf course designed by Harry F. Bowers. The front nine holes provide
enjoyment for all levels of golfing abilities, while the back nine are
considered more difficult with wooded areas coupled with wetlands
and tighter fairways. The 18th hole was featured in the book “1001
Golf Holes You Must Play Before You Die,” by Jeff Barr. Pierce Lake has
repeatedly been selected as a top course in Michigan by GolfAdvisor.
com (2017/2018).

CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

The Frederick L. Barkley Golf Center (clubhouse) provides a golf proshop with snack bar and patio for enjoying refreshments. Greens fees
are required to use Pierce Lake Golf Course.
While golf is the main attraction at this park, there are also picnicking
opportunities at a rentable pavilion, and nature trails with a wetland
boardwalk and observations decks around Pierce Lake. The trail also
32
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Teeing off at Hole #1

CREDIT: NEIL STRONG

Aerial view of Rolling Hills Water Park

ROLLING HILLS COUNTY PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Charter Township of Ypsilanti
439 acres
Large Urban Park

• Five pavilions and rentable indoor room with fireplace
• Five sports fields
• Sand volleyball court
• Horseshoe pits
• Children’s playground
• Accessible elevated pavilion (“tree house”) in Sassafras Woods
• Wetland observation decks
• Guided interpretive tours (by appointment)
Water Park
• Wave pool
• Six water slides, including a 32-foot tall waterslide tower and a
toddler slide
• Lazy river
• Spray playgrounds
• Activity pool
• Dry playground
• Concession
• Locker rooms and family changing rooms
• Park Headquarters office
• Landscaped patio

This large park bordering Pittsfield and Augusta townships is welllocated to serve the needs of this rapidly growing portion of the
County. Rolling Hills County Park originated with a 151-acre purchase
by the Parks and Recreation Commission in 1981, with subsequent
acquisitions of 42 acres and 97 acres in 2006, 73 acres in 2007, and 76
acres in 2016.
A Site Master Plan for the park was adopted in 2009. Currently open
year-round from 8 a.m. to dusk, the park offers the widest array of
activities of any WCPARC facility and hosts multiple special events
throughout the year.
General Park
• Five miles of paved trails; three miles of nature trails; five-mile
mountain bike trail
• 24-hole disc golf course and 18-hole putt-putt disc golf course
• Picnic tables and grills
• Two accessible fishing piers

Spring Pond accessible overlook
RECREATION INVENTORY
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Winter Amenities
• Sledding
• Three miles of cleared walking & groomed cross-country ski trails
• Sledding tubes and cross-country skiing equipment rentals
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
General Park
2016 - Replaced safety surface woodchips in children’s playground
2018 - Expanded disc golf course includes an 18-hole putt-putt course
and a 24-hole addition*
Water Park
2017 - Resurfaced wave and activity pools*
2017 - New tile and grout in main pool*
2018 - New accessible dry playground constructed to replace the sand
playground area*
2018 - Replaced sprayground with accessible spray elements*
2018 - Replaced main pool’s original filters and upgraded pool
chemical operating systems*
2019 - Upgrades to pumps, shade structures and benches

Rolling Hills Park aerial

CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item

Fat tire mountain bike race
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Waterpark wave pool

CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

funds. In 2016, the Site Master Plan was adopted, and plans to restore a
portion of farmland are currently underway.
Along with the mill structure, the site provides extensive interpretive
signage, fishing, picnicking, and canoeing opportunities. Interpretive
programs are conducted at the park, discussing both the history and
ecology of the site. Sharon Mills County Park can be reserved for
weddings and other private events. Reservations are handled through
an arrangement with a private catering firm.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2015 - Adopted site master plan*
2015 - Botanical inventory completed
2016 - Replaced restroom addition windows
2017 - Completed generator use feasibility study and refurbishment
2018 - Replaced pavilion concrete and installed concrete pad in front of
main mill building
2018 - Installed sidewalk from bridge to canoe portage
2018 - Resealed and striped the main (mill) parking lot*
2018 - Addressed roadway stormwater runoff problems*

Mill building and pergola

SHARON MILLS COUNTY PARK

Sharon Township
264 acres (including 78 acre preserve)
Large Urban Park

Located on the banks of the River Raisin, Sharon Mills County Park has
a rich history and a beautiful natural setting. A sawmill was first built
there about 1834, and 20 years later, a gristmill. In 1928, Henry Ford
purchased and nearly rebuilt Sharon Mills gristmill. As a Ford Village
Industries plant, the facility manufactured vehicle parts, but eventually
closed in 1946. Over the next five decades Sharon Mills served as a
private residence, an antique business, and, prior to its acquisition
by the Parks and Recreation Commission in 1999, housed a winery.
Sharon Mills is listed as a State of Michigan Historic Site.
In 2005, 119 acres of land west of Sharon Hollow Road were added
to the park. This area remains largely in agricultural production but
does provide a mountain bike trail and a 20 space parking lot. In 2009,
another 25 acres to the northeast of the mill, with barn and frontage
on Bethel Church Road, were acquired by WCPARC and contain farmed
land and wetlands. In 2015, 94 acres were purchased north of the
west addition, a portion of which (78 acres) was purchased with NAPP

* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item
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Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Interior of mill building
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Sharon Mills Park aerial

Millpond dam and walkway over the River Raisin
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In 2017, the Parks and Recreation Commission adopted the Site
Master Plan. Shortly thereafter, the Commission entered into a
partnership agreement with the Michigan Folk School (MFS), a
501(c)(3) organization that teaches folk crafts and skills, to establish
their campus on a portion of the park and provide programming
opportunities.
In 2018, site development began with repairs to the chicken coop
and farmhouse, construction of a new septic system, and parking lot
and pathway construction. The MFS oversaw remodel of the former
workshop to accommodate woodworking and blacksmithing, along
with other programming uses.

Barns at Staebler Farm Park

STAEBLER FARM COUNTY PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Superior Charter Township
98 acres
Large Urban Park

In 2000 and 2001, Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
(WCPARC) purchased 98 acres of land on Plymouth Road, just east of
Prospect Road in Superior Township, from the Heidt family and Donald
Staebler for park use. This property includes historic farm and residential
buildings, frontages on four water bodies, a perennial stream (Fleming
Creek), two woodlots, and dozens of acres of pasture and hayfields.
In 2008 and 2009, improvements were made to most of the farm
structures. Much of the focus was directed toward the loafing barn—a
significant and long-standing local landmark that was in poor condition.
As a result of these efforts, the loafing barn is now structurally sound,
and provides the opportunity for the public to learn about historic
construction techniques that were once common in Washtenaw County.
Other rehabilitation work included the replacement of damaged wall
boards and removal of stanchions (interior barriers used to enclose
animals) in the dairy barn. In addition, all the farm structures (except
the silo) were cleaned and painted.

RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2017 - Site master plan adopted*
2018 - Chicken coop roof and wall rebuilt
2018 - Workshop renovated
2018 - House “mothballed”*
2018 - New utilities installed at workshop
2018 - New septic tanks installed*
2018 - Parking lot and pathway constructed (south side)*
2019 - Mowed walking trails*
* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item

Staebler Farm Park aerial
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Staebler Farm Park concept plan, 2018, prepared by ROWE Professional Services

Staebler Farm in the early 20th century
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Treerow south of Plymouth Road

Peaceful Pond north of Plymouth Road

Other Parks and Facilities
GOSLINE PRESERVE
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Webster Township
42 acres
Natural Resources Area

The Gosline Preserve is located just west of Independence Lake County
Park, but does not directly adjoin the park. In 2003, the former owner
donated a conservation easement on the land to the Washtenaw Land
Trust (now Legacy Land Conservancy) and then WCPARC purchased
the property and holds title. In 2016, through the Natural Areas
Preservation Program, an additional 2 acres of land was purchased
that connects to Valentine Road allowing staff access to the property.

Playstructure at Cavanaugh Lake Park

CAVANAUGH LAKE COUNTY PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Sylvan Township
59 acres (3 dry acres)
Neighborhood Park

A public entrance has not been constructed due to the lack of dry land
for parking. The preserve includes wetlands, marsh, fen, and forest
habitat, and connect to Independence Lake through series of wetlands
and small ponds. This property is not open to the public.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2016 - Two acres of land were purchased to allow employee access

Cavanaugh Lake County Park, originally three acres owned and
managed by the Washtenaw County Road Commission, was transferred
to the Parks and Recreation Commission in 1973. Additional land was
purchased and today the major portion of the park consists of lake
bottom.
Located in Sylvan Township, the park is open year-round, and features
lakeside picnic areas, covered picnic shelters, restrooms, and shoreline
fishing opportunities. Additionally, a children’s play area was installed
in 2006 by parks staff and members and friends of the Cavanaugh Lake
Homeowners Association. Although swimming is not allowed, nor is
there a boat launch, the park affords great views of Cavanaugh Lake.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2018 - Roof was replaced on the small rustic single picnic table pavilion*
* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item

Pond at Gosline Preserve
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PARK NORTHFIELD
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Northfield Township
12 acres
Community Park

Park Northfield, originally owned and managed by the Washtenaw
County Road Commission, was transferred to the Parks and Recreation
Commission in 1973.

Swamp thistle at Osborne Mill Preserve

OSBORNE MILL PRESERVE
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Scio Township
39 acres
Natural Resources Area

This park offers a relatively isolated, natural setting on Pontiac Trail,
a busy vehicular route between Ann Arbor and South Lyon. The park
contains a lowland hardwood forest, a small marsh at its western edge,
an open field, and a natural oak hedgerow along its eastern border.
Facilities include a picnic area, nature trail and an informal playfield
area. The park is only open seasonally (closed during the winter).
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2015 – Removed aging pavilion, play structure and pit toilet restrooms

This land was deeded by The Nature Conservancy to WCPARC for
preservation as a natural area in 1981. A walking trail from the parking
area leads through the floodplain woods then leads uphill to follow
the bluffs. There are many opportunities for scenic views to the Huron
River. Occasionally, nature walks are led by Parks naturalists.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
Ongoing - land management activities continue

Informal play area at Park Northfield
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SWIFT RUN DOG PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

City of Ann Arbor
10 acres
Special Use

Swift Run Dog Park is a collaborative project between the WCPARC and
the City of Ann Arbor Parks and Recreation Department. The dog park
is an outdoor space established for owners to allow their dogs to run
off-leash. Facilities include: a 10-acre grassy field area with perimeter
fencing; large and small dog run areas; double entry/exit control
gates that are wheelchair accessible; a mowed trail with site benches;
portable toilet; and dog waste disposal stations.

Picnic area at Superior Center County Park

SUPERIOR CENTER COUNTY PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Superior Charter Township
1 acre
Mini-Park

Superior Center, originally owned and managed by the Washtenaw
County Road Commission, was transferred to the Parks and Recreation
Commission in 1973. Today, this roadside park is part of the Superior
Greenway—a collection of protected agricultural and natural lands
between Detroit and Ann Arbor along Prospect Road in Superior
Township.

Swift Run Dog Park is open daily year-round between dawn and dusk
unless otherwise posted. An annual permit tag is required to be worn
by all dogs inside the dog park. The permitting process is intended to
help provide a safe environment for users and their pets. Permits are
available at the Washtenaw County Treasurer’s Office and the City of
Ann Arbor Clerk’s Office.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
Ongoing - general maintenance activities

This small park has a shaded picnic and turf area located near the
Superior Township Hall. It is sometimes used as a lunch break location
for Township employees.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
Ongoing - land management activities

Shady resting spot at Swift Run Dog Park
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Table 6 - Recreation Inventory: Park Facilities and Trails
NAME

PURPOSE OR USE

CLASSIFICATION 1

ACREAGE

FACILITIES IN 2020

FACILITIES CHANGED
SINCE 2015-2019 PLAN

BORDER-TO-BORDER
TRAIL SEGMENTS

Active and passive
recreation

Greenways

34 MILES

Non-motorized trail

NONE

CAVANAUGH LAKE
COUNTY PARK

Active and passive
recreation

Neighborhood
Park

59

Picnic areas, accessible pavilion and route, play areas, benches, grills,
restrooms

NONE

GOSLINE PRESERVE

Natural area
preservation

Natural Resources
Area

42

NONE

NONE

INDEPENDENCE LAKE
COUNTY PARK

Active and passive
recreation, natural
areas

Large Urban Park

446

Picnic pavillions, meeting rooms, group center, rowboats, boat launch,
prairies, fishing pier, playscape, swimming beach, trails, interpretive
signage, restrooms, volleyball, observation tower, cross-country ski trails,
programming, disc golf course, fishing pier, climbing rock; spray park

NONE

MERI LOU MURRAY
RECREATION CENTER

Recreation Center

Sports Complex

N/A

Elevated track; cardiovascular training area; strength training area;
gymnasium for sports; pool; locker rooms; health programming; party space

NONE

NELSON MEADE
COUNTY FARM PARK

Active and passive
recreation, natural
areas

Large Urban Park

127

Walking, nature, paved and exercise trails; picnic pavillions; grills;
restrooms; drinking fountain; playground; dog waste stations; interpretive
signage; community and decorative gardens; programming

NONE

OSBORNE MILLS
PRESERVE

Passive recreation

Natural Resources
Area

39

Parking lot and trails

NONE

PARK LYNDON

Passive recreation and
natural areas

Natural Resources
Area

340

Hiking trails; lake overlook; signigicant ecological communities and
geological features; picnic pavilion; pit toilets; cabin; programming

NONE

PARK NORTHFIELD

Passive recreation

Community Park

12

Picnic areas, informal playfield area, nature trail, pit toilets

pit toilets; picnic shelter

PARKER MILL COUNTY
PARK

Passive recreation and
natural areas; historic
preservation

Large Urban Park

44 owned,
18 leased

Trails with interpretive signage information; pavillion native plant
demonstration garden; drinking fountain; restrooms; fishing areas; grist
mill; cider mill; log cabin; green roof pavilion; interpretive water play feature

NONE

PIERCE LAKE GOLF
COURSE AND PARK

Golf course

Special Use;
Passive Rec.

232

Golf course; golf center with snackbar; beverage service and pro-shop;
picnic/rental pavillions; nature trails w/observation decks; golf practice cage

NONE

ROLLING HILLS
COUNTY PARK

Active and passive
recreation, natural
areas

Large Urban Park

439

Water park with concessions; picnic/rental pavilions, picnic tables; grills;
walking/biking/rollerblade/nature trails; mountain bike trail; disc golf;
fishing pier; sledding; cross-country skiing; lodge; rental great room;
sand volleyball; playground; soccer fields; horseshoe pits restrooms and
bathhouse; programming

spraystructure; sandpit

SHARON MILLS
COUNTY PARK

Passive recreation and
natural areas; historic
preservation

Large Urban Park

264 (inlc.
78 acre
preserve)

Museum; hydroelectric generator; picnic pavillion w/grill; terrace/pergola;
canoe launch; biking/hiking trails, mountain bike trail; restrooms; meeting
room; rental dining area; catered events; dam wuth pedestrian bridge

NONE

STAEBLER FARM
COUNTY PARK

Passive recreation and
historic perservation

Large Urban Park

98

Farm buildings; parking lot; natural surface trails

NONE

SUPERIOR CENTER
COUNTY PARK

Passive recreation

Mini-Park

1

Picnic area

NONE

SWIFT RUN DOG PARK

Dog exercise and relief
area

Special Use

13 (owned
by City of
Ann Arbor)

Off-leash area for free dog play; separate areas for large and small dogs;
information kiosk, dog waste station, bench seating, parking lot; accessible
pathway; portable toilet

NONE

1 Classification based on “Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional Recreation, Open Space, and Trails” found in Appendix A
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NAME Continued

ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENTS
PRIOR TO 2015-2019 PLAN

ACCESS. IMPROVEMENTS
SINCE 2015-2019 PLAN

ACCESSIBILITY
RATING (1-5)

PROGRAMMING

MAINTENANCE STAFF

BORDER-TO-BORDER
TRAIL SEGMENTS

NONE

Paved trail

4

NONE

ROC3

CAVANAUGH LAKE
COUNTY PARK

Accessible play area and route

NONE

3

NONE

ROC

GOSLINE PRESERVE

NONE

NONE

N/A

NONE; no public access

ROC

INDEPENDENCE LAKE
COUNTY PARK

Accessible playground and route;
Blue Heron Bay Spray Park is
univerally accessible

NONE

2

Day camp in summer; special
events; interpretive nature hikes
and programs

Maintenance supervisor
(on site), 2 full time park
laborers

MERI LOU MURRAY
RECREATION CENTER

The recreation center is fully
accessible

N/A

4

Fitness classes, swim lessons,
private instructional services

Maintenance supervisor
(on site), 2 full time park
laborers

NELSON MEADE COUNTY
FARM PARK

Accessible paved trails; accessible
planter boxes at community gardens

NONE

3

Frequent interpretive nature
programs and summer day camps;
Camp Big Heart for impaired youths

ROC

OSBORNE MILLS
PRESERVE

NONE

NONE

2

Occasional site for nature and
interpretive programming

ROC

PARK LYNDON

NONE

NONE

1

Frequent site for nature and
interpretive programming;

ROC

PARK NORTHFIELD

NONE

NONE

2

NONE

ROC

PARKER MILL COUNTY
PARK

Accessible Hoyt Post Trail,
interpretive pavilion, restrooms

NONE

2

Guided interpretive tours by
arrangement; events that include
candlemaking, games, etc.

ROC

PIERCE LAKE GOLF
COURSE AND PARK

NONE

NONE

2

Beginner golf program (lessons);
junior golf league

1 Supervisor; 38
seasonal laborers

ROLLING HILLS COUNTY
PARK

Waterpark is mostly accessible;
nature trail and multiuse trail to
fishing pier, children's playground;
headquarters, deck and patio

Water Park addition of
accessible sprayground and
playground

3

Frequent interpretive nature
programs; disc golf league and
tournaments; special events in park
and Water Park

Maintenance supervisor
(on site), 2 full time park
laborers

SHARON MILLS COUNTY
PARK

Building and site improvements
2001-2003 provided ADA access to
mill

Concrete path installed from
restrooms to river

2

Programs/tours on weekends by
staff or volunteers April-Nov.

ROC

STAEBLER FARM COUNTY
PARK

NONE

Accessible classroom
building; parking lot; pathway

2

in planning stage

ROC

SUPERIOR CENTER
COUNTY PARK

NONE

NONE

1

NONE

ROC

SWIFT RUN DOG PARK

NONE

NONE

2

NONE

ROC

2 Accessibility rating scale “meet accessibility guidelines”: 1. None of the facilities

2. Some of the facilities 3. Most of the facilities 4. Entire Park 5. Park developed using Universal Design

3 Roving Operations Crew (ROC): 1 maintenance superintendent, 2 supervisors, 3 laborers, 2-3 seasonal laborers
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partnerships with other government agencies or land preservation
organizations. An inventory of preserves may be found in Table 7, and a
classification type and detailed description follows.

ALBERT J. MILLER AND ROBERT & NANCY SMITH PRESERVE

Leonard Preserve’s Beaudoin Prairie in winter

D. Natural Areas Preservation Program
(NAPP)
Washtenaw County is fortunate to have a range of natural features
that contribute to the quality of life of its citizens. In 2000, Ordinance
No. 128 established the Natural Areas Preservation Program (NAPP) to
protect valuable natural areas in the County.
When renewed in 2010, the ordinance was expanded to allocate
funding specifically for agricultural land easements. Washtenaw
County Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC) administers
the program, purchasing and managing the land. The Natural Areas
Technical Advisory Committee (NATAC) aids in evaluating properties
nominated to the program to become nature preserves or conservation
easements. The Agricultural Lands Preservation Advisory Committee
(ALPAC) does the same for agricultural land nominations.

1. Nature Preserves

As of January 2019, 34 preserves have been established by NAPP
through the purchase of 3,849 acres of land. They are owned and
managed by WCPARC, but their acquisition may have involved
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Location:

Lima Township

Acreage:

29 acres

Year est.:

2006

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

0.9 mile

Land cover:

Forest, Wetlands, Prairie

Contributions:

City of Dexter

The Albert J. Miller Preserve and the adjacent Robert and Nancy
Smith Preserve (donated to WCPARC by the Village of Dexter in 2008),
together, comprise 29 acres of protected land. The preserve contains
woods, numerous pocket wetlands, and remnant prairie species.
Located on Dexter-Chelsea Road, the preserve has a parking area and
rustic nature trails.

ARBOR WOODS PRESERVE
Location:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Acreage:

22 acres

Year est.:

2012

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

0.7 mile

Land cover:

Forest, Vernal Ponds, Agriculture

Easement holder:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Located on the northern boundary of Ann Arbor Charter Township
and in close proximity to Northfield Woods Preserve, this preserve is
divided between active agriculture and a woodlot with diverse trees
species and vernal ponds. A trail connects it to Northfield Woods
Preserve, where parking is available.

BAKER WOODS PRESERVE

BRAUER PRESERVE

Location:

Lima Township

Location:

Freedom Township

Acreage:

70 acres

Acreage:

229 acres

Year est.:

2012

Year est.:

2003, expanded 2010 and 2016

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

1.1 miles

Trail Length:

2.2 miles

Land cover:

Forest, Grasslands, Water

Land cover:

Forest, Forested wetland, Water, Agriculture

Baker Woods Preserve has a mixture of upland woods and some
open meadows. Some of the oak trees on the property have likely
been growing since the early 1800s. Another attractive site feature
is Mill Creek, which traverses the property from north to south. The
creek banks are in good condition and the creek itself is well shaded
by adjacent vegetation. The site has a varied topography with
especially steep slopes along the course of the creek.

This scenic property protects a diversity of habitat types. Upland
habitat communities include dry-mesic forest and dry southern
forest; wetland community types include southern swamp, marsh,
and open water. In particular, the swamp around the lake has
many mature trees and an impressive fern community. About 95
acres were farmed prior to County acquisition, and a conservation
management plan guides the continuation of farming. Not a halfmile west, WCPARC owns another piece of land that will ultimately be
connected to Brauer Preserve.

BOTSFORD NATURE PRESERVE
Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

19 acres

Year est.:

Scio 2009, WCPARC 2017

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

Under development

Land cover:

Forest, Water

This property was first conserved in 2009 by Scio Township, who
purchased a conservation easement that included public access.
WCPARC purchased an additional 19 acres in 2017 and has been
working on invasive plant removal. WCPARC and the City of Ann
Arbor are discussing opportunities for partnering on improvements
to and co-management of the preserve.
Lake Isabell at Brauer Preserve
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BURNS-STOKES PRESERVE

DEVINE PRESERVE

Location:

Scio Township

Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

29 acres

Acreage:

157 acres

Year est.:

2005

Year est.:

2003, expanded 2012

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

1.0 mile

Trail Length:

1.8 miles

Land cover:

Forest, forested wetland, marsh, prairie, water

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, prairie

Much is packed into this small preserve sandwiched between the
Huron River and the railroad. About 0.75 miles of river shoreline,
all in the Natural Rivers Program protected zone, define the entire
southern edge of this site. Rich floodplain vegetation and drier mature
upland woods cover the site. Tucked into the woods are southern wet
meadows and two prairie remnants along the railroad tracks. The
preserve is a popular destination for fly-fishing, bird watching, and
canoe landings, as well as for viewing its old mill dam pieces and race.

Palustrine vegetation communities cover Devine Preserve, save an
old field and a small southern mesic forest with bur oaks (Quercus
macrocarpa) and hop-hornbeams (Ostrya virginiana). Honey Creek, a
tributary of the Huron River, traverses the preserve. Birdwatching is a
common activity here.

CLARK AND AVIS SPIKE PRESERVE
Location:

Sharon Township

Acreage:

103 acres

Year est.:

2010

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved; Boardwalk

Trail Length:

0.7 mile

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, water

Spike Preserve is largely wetland, with three small wetlands on the
west side and a larger complex containing an emergent marsh, a
wet meadow, and a shrub area on the east side. The boardwalk trails
highlight the rolling terrain of Sharon Short Hills, open grassy fields,
and broad vistas of the surrounding wetlands and rural landscape.
A perennial stream meandering through the property provides good
aquatic habitat and serves as the source for a manmade pond.
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Nature hike at Clark and Avis Spike Preserve

DRAPER-HOUSTON MEADOWS PRESERVE
Location:

York Township

Acreage:

113 acres

Year est.:

2008, expanded 2015

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved; Limestone

Trail Length:

2.2 miles

Land cover:

Forest, grassland, wetland, marsh, water

Stewardship
partnership:

Saline River Greenways Alliance

Floodplain forest with oak, walnut, butternut, and sycamore trees
flank over one-half mile of the Saline River. Of particular interest here is
a stand of native paw-paw, a once-common floodplain understory tree
that is becoming increasingly difficult to find in Washtenaw County. A
trail loop on the east side of the Saline River opens up to Platt Road,
inviting visitors from Milan’s adjacent Nature Park.

Class learning about rocks at Fox Science Preserve
FOX SCIENCE PRESERVE
Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

73 acres

Year est.:

2007, expanded 2009 and 2013

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

ERVIN-STUCKI PRESERVE

Trail Length:

0.7 miles

Location:

Bridgewater Township

Land cover:

Forest, glacial till, wetlands, water

Acreage:

126 acres

Contributions:

Year est.:

2003, expanded 2004

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt Program
Scio Township

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved, boardwalk

Trail Length:

0.3 miles

Land cover:

Forest, forested wetland, agriculture, water

Ervin-Stucki Preserve contributes to the protection of the second
largest watershed in the County (River Raisin), with over 1.2 miles of
River Raisin shoreline on both sides of the river. Much of the property
is made up of wetlands, especially forested floodplain. Skunk
cabbage, Jack-in-the-pulpit, and swamp white oak are abundant.
Former farm fields in the preserve are slowly converting to grasses,
forbs, and shrubs. A small part of the property is still being farmed.

The Fox Science Preserve, a former gravel pit extracted for the
construction of I-94, now remains as a home to glacial boulders
and a site to look for evidence of prehistoric vegetation and plant
succession. Scattered around the bottom of the pit are tablesized boulders of granite, tillite, gneiss, and limestone, glacially
transported to their present location. Fossils can be found in the
limestone, and countless small samples of various rocks have been
collected over the years. Areas of the ground appear bare but are,
in fact, covered with algae, fungi, tiny mosses, and the precursors
of lichens, which together form a well-developed cryptogamic
crust. Over 40,000 students to date have used the site as an outdoor
classroom.
RECREATION INVENTORY
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HARWOOD HERITAGE PRESERVE

KOSCH HEADWATERS PRESERVE

Location:

Pittsfield Charter Township

Location:

Superior Charter Township

Acreage:

16 acres

Acreage:

160 acres

Year est.:

2013

Year est.:

2006

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

0.5 mile (including Pittsfield Preserve)

Trail Length:

2.3 miles

Land cover:

Forest

Land cover:

Forest, water, marsh, grassland, agriculture

Harwood Heritage is adjacent to the Pittsfield Preserve, a large
public natural area owned and managed by the township. The two
preserves share a forest largely devoid of invasive species. Pittsfield
Preserve has developed trails, with a small link into Harwood
Heritage Preserve.

Wetlands, seasonal streams, and a spring flowing out of the maplebeech woods all contribute to the headwaters of Fowler Creek, which
ultimately flows into the Rouge River, hence the name “headwaters.”
The uncommon blue ash is relatively abundance in the western
forest. Cultivated land makes up about 50% of the property, which is
used currently for row crops and hay production.

KOENN PRESERVE
Location:

Sylvan Township

Acreage:

90 acres

Year est.:

2016

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

1.0 mile

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, wetland, agriculture

The preserve consists of a variety of habitats including oak hickory
forest, open fields, marsh wetlands and a shrub wetland. The shrub
wetland includes highbush blueberry and chokeberry as part of
the plant community. Highlights to be enjoyed while visiting this
preserve include frogs “singing” in the wetlands in spring, sandhill
cranes flying overhead in autumn and lovely views in all seasons.
Meadow at Kosch Headwaters Preserve
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LEONARD PRESERVE
Location:

Village of Manchester and Manchester Township

Acreage:

259 acres

Year est.:

2004, expanded 2005 and 2009

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

4.2 miles

Land cover:

Forest, prairie, grassland, water

The Leonard Preserve is one of the largest NAPP-funded County
preserves. This rich and diverse landscape includes rolling hills,
woodlands, wetlands, prairie, and former pasture land. This variety
provides good wildlife viewing of wood ducks, coyotes, blue racers,
and Blanding’s turtles. Purchase of the Leonard Preserve was
made possible by an alliance between WCPARC and The Nature
Conservancy. The Nature Conservancy purchased the historic
farmhouse and surrounding 40 acres of land, and Washtenaw County
used NAPP funds to acquire the remaining 205 acres.

MEYER PRESERVE

Autumn at Northfield Woods Preserve

NORTHFIELD WOODS PRESERVE

Location:

Superior Charter Township

Location:

Northfield Township

Acreage:

183 acres

Acreage:

81 acres

Year est.:

2008

Year est.:

2009, expanded 2012

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

0.5 mile

Trail Length:

1.2 miles

Land cover:

Forest, water, marsh, grassland, vernal ponds,
agriculture

Land cover:

Forest, active agriculture, prairie, water

Contributions:

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy, City of
Ann Arbor Greenbelt, Superior Township

Meyer Preserve has as an east and a west section, separated by a
Prospect Road. Both are part of the protected lands corridor called
the Superior Greenway. SMLC stewards many of the properties in the
Superior Greenway, including the east side of Meyer Preserve and
the neighboring Jack R. Smiley and LeFurge Woods preserves, which
are all connected through a trail system. The west side of Meyer
Preserve has no trails but is open to explore. Parking for the preserve
is available at SMLC’s LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve.

The woods of Northfield Woods is largely devoid of invasive species
and exhibits good biodiversity. The significant number of vernal
ponds provide important habitat for amphibians. While there is still
active agriculture, NAPP’s stewardship crew has been successful in
establishing prairie species in one old field.
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RAYMOND F. GOODRICH PRESERVE

SCIO WOODS PRESERVE

Location:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

48 acres

Acreage:

91 acres

Year est.:

2006, expanded 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2013

Year est.:

2008

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved, boardwalk

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

0.6 mile

Trail Length:

2.2 miles

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, grassland

Land cover:

Forest, vernal ponds

Contributions:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt
Scio Township

Goodrich’s old growth forest transitions from hilltop oak-hickory to
maple-mixed hardwoods covering rich central valleys in University
of Michigan’s neighboring Horner Woods complex. Native shrubs,
predominantly buttonbush, surround several small wetlands and fill
a large swamp, which separates much of the woodland from the M-14
freeway.

Here you will encounter varying types of woodlands—oak and
hickory trees are found in locations with drier soils and the wetter
woods are dominated by sugar maple and beech trees. Buttonbush
swamp and wetland plants such as pawpaw trees, spicebush, and
bladdernut populate the wetland system. Spring wildflowers are
abundant in the preserve, and the wooded habitat is home to some
uncommon birds including barred owls and pileated woodpeckers.

RIVERBEND PRESERVE
Location:

Bridgewater Township

Acreage:

43 acres

Year est.:

2006, expanded 2008

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved; Limestone

Trail Length:

0.6 mile

Land cover:

Forest, grassland, agriculture

The northern portion of the preserve is bisected by the remains of
the Clinton Branch of the Michigan Southern Railroad railroad grade,
running north to south, built in the early 1850s. The preserve spans both
banks of the River Raisin, covering over 1,100 feet of river shoreline.
Many tamarack trees are found in the riparian zone, with poorly drained
soils. A parking lot and overlook was constructed in 2014.
Autumn in Scio Woods Preserve
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SHARON SHORT HILLS PRESERVE

TOM A. FREEMAN PRESERVE (FORMERLY ARBOR VISTAS PRESERVE)

Location:

Sharon Township

Location:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Acreage:

84 acres

Acreage:

59 acres

Year est.:

2010

Year est.:

2013

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

1.0 mile

Trail Length:

2.5 miles (includes Marshall Nature Area)

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, grassland

Land cover:

Forest, water

Contributions:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

This preserve features rolling hills and scenic vistas—just what
you would expect to find at a preserve located in and named for
the geographically-significant Sharon Short Hills. Elevations in
the western portion of the property reach 1,060 feet, some of the
highest in the County. There is more than 80 feet of elevation change
throughout the property.

The preserve is mainly forested, with many beautiful mature trees,
and has considerable topographic variation. Some wetlands and
Kirk’s Brook, a tributary of Fleming Creek, flows through it. With
Marshall Nature Area, Horner-McLaughlin Woods, and Goodrich
Preserve, the Freeman Preserve contributes to 300 acres of protected
land at the northeast edge of the City of Ann Arbor.

SQUIERS PRESERVE
Location:

Sylvan Township

Acreage:

57 acres

Year est.:

2007, expanded 2013 and 2014

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

1.1 miles

Land cover:

Forest, grassland, marsh, vernal ponds

Artesian springs seep to the surface in several areas here. Pressure
from the upward seepage of one of the springs has created a peat
dome along the eastern boundary of the property.

Trail improvements at Tom A. Freeman Preserve
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Location:

Lima Township

Acreage:

151 acres

Year est.:

2011

Trail Type:

Limestone; Boardwalk

Trail Length:

0.4 mile

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, agriculture

CREDIT: DAN EZEKIEL

TRINKLE MARSH AT EASTON FARM PRESERVE

This preserve is a major portion of the historic Easton Farm. One of
the wetlands, more than 25 acres in extent, is known as the Trinkle
Marsh because it is readily observable from Trinkle Road. The marsh
is home to many uncommon avian species and is also a popular
stopping spot for migratory birds.
Sunset at Watkins Lake

WATKINS LAKE STATE PARK AND COUNTY PRESERVE

WEATHERBEE WOODS PRESERVE

Location:

Manchester Township

Location:

Superior Charter Township

Acreage:

405 acres; 1,122 acres total

Acreage:

84

Year est.:

2015

Year est.:

2012, expanded 2014

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

4.0 miles

Trail Length:

1.4 miles (includes Schroeter Park)

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, agriculture, water, fen, grassland

Land cover:

Forest

Contributions:

The Conservation Fund, Michigan DNR, MNRTF
Grant

Partnership:

Michigan DNR

The northern portion of the preserve is mainly wooded and adjoins
Schroeter Park, a facility owned by Superior Township. A perennial
stream flows across the property. This preserve is named for Ellen
Weatherbee a local naturalist, who—along with the Superior
Land Preservation Society—was instrumental in protection of this
property.

Watkins Lake State Park & County Preserve is a popular watchablewildlife destination, especially because of its most significant feature,
Watkins Lake. Watkins Lake has been designated a Waterfowl Refuge
by MDNR due to the important habitat provided for migrating and
breeding birds; many species of ducks, geese, grebes, and more may
be seen, especially in spring and fall. The park also has historic value
due to Royal and Sally Carpenter Watkins, the first white farmers of
the land, involvement in the Underground Railroad.
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WEST LAKE PRESERVE
Location:

Dexter Township

Acreage:

217

Year est.:

2008, expanded 2017

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

3.6 miles

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, water, grassland

Contributions to
project:

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant

To create this preserve in 2008, WCPARC bought 141 acres of
land from a private owner and another 76 acres from the state
of Michigan. A 2017 expansion added old, abandoned farm
infrastructure. The diversity of habitats attracts numerous types of
birds, including sandhill cranes, wild turkeys, belted kingfishers,
eastern bluebirds, and an occasional bald eagle. The buttonbush
swamp provides protection for young reptiles, including the Stateprotected Blanding’s turtle, and various amphibians as they mature.

WHITMORE LAKE PRESERVE
Location:

Northfield Township

Acreage:

249

Year est.:

2013, expanded 2017

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

2.7 miles

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, water, prairie, agriculture

Whitmore Lake Preserve’s trails let visitors explore diverse habitats,
including, meadows, mixed hardwood forest, and wooded wetlands,
with scenic views over a large marsh and small lakes.

RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
The following items addresses recent significant projects pertaining to
NAPP preserves and conservation easements.
2015
• Participated in the protection of 942 acres of land fee-simple,
conservation easement, or contribution to partners
• Botanical inventories completed at four preserves
• Trail design and construction at 7 preserves
2016
• Trail and entry improvements at five preserves resulted in 10 miles
of new trails
• Botanical inventories at five preserves
• Purchase of tractor*
• Preserve management plans completed for two preserves
• Conducted first deer hunt at Leonard Preserve with Michigan
Operation Freedom Outdoors
• Watkins Lake Preserve purchased to be managed in cooperation
with MDNR
• Added the stewardship manager position
2017
• Botanic inventories updated and completed at 13 preserves
• Wayfinding installed at two preserves: Draper-Houston Meadows
and Whitmore Lake preserves
• Stream crossings installed at two preserves: Leonard and Kosch
2018
• Four updated or completed botanic inventories
• Partnership with USFWS and Ducks Unlimited established to
restore 60 acres of wildlife habitat at Watkins Lake Preserve
• Washtenaw Stiltgrass Working Group established after invasive
plant found at Botsford
• Updated boardwalks at DeVine Preserve
• Installed new gates at five preserves
• Expanded stewardship crew with another 0.80 FTE position
• Established Special Revenue Fund of $7.5 million

* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item
RECREATION INVENTORY
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2. Farmland Conservation Easements
A farmland conservation easement, or agricultural land easement, is
a legally binding agreement placed on a property’s deed that limits
nonagricultural uses of that property for the purpose of protecting the
agricultural use and future viability, and related conservation values. As
of January 2019, NAPP has purchased and is the holder of 12 farmland
conservation easements totaling 1,864 acres. All these properties are
dominantly in active agriculture, though most have some woods,
wetlands, or a stream. These properties are privately owned and thus
are only publicly accessible by appointment on a scheduled hike with a
WCPARC naturalist.

FREY EASEMENT
Location:

Lima Township

Acreage:

115 acres

Year est.:

2016

HELLER EASEMENT
Location:

Lima Township

Size:

186 acres

Year est.:

2015

KOENN EASEMENT
Location:

Sylvan Township

Size:

110 acres

Year est.:

2014

ROCKOL EASEMENT
BAILO FAMILY EASEMENT
Location:

Salem Township

Acreage:

206 acres

Year est.:

2013

BLOCH EASEMENT

Northfield Township

Size:

164 acres

Year est.:

2016

SHENK EASEMENT
Location:

Freedom Township

Size:

160 acres

Year est.:

2018

Location:

Superior Township

Size:

129 acres

SULLIVAN EASEMENT

Year est.:

2014

Location:

Webster Township

Size:

84 acres

Year est.:

2016

CORT EASEMENT
Location:

Salem Township

ROCKOL EASEMENT

Size:

79 acres

Location:

Northfield Township

2014

Size:

164 acres

Year est.:

2016

Year est.:

VANRIPER EASEMENT

DOLL EASEMENT
Sylvan Township, Sharon Township

Location:

Lima Township

Size:

178 acres

Size:

362 acres

Year est.:

2017

Year est.:

2018

Location:
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3. Additional NAPP Partnerships
With several overlapping government agencies and land conservation
organizations with similar goals to NAPP, WCPARC finds many
opportunities to partner in land acquisition, management, and
facility development. In addition to other agencies and organizations
participating in NAPP-led land deals, as shown in the previous tables,
NAPP also frequently contributes to partner-led acquisition projects
of natural areas and farmland in which WCPARC has no ownership or
ongoing management responsibilities. This partnership arrangement
has protected 1,768 acres. These land conservation efforts enable all
entities to leverage their resources and for natural communities to
persist over time.

LEFURGE WOODS NATURE PRESERVE
Location:

Superior Charter Township

Acreage:

74 of 325 acres

Year est.:

1993, expanded multiple times

Owner:

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve protects a diverse cross section of
southern Michigan habitat types. Trails wind throughout wetlands,
meadows, agricultural lands, and LeFurge Woods, one the finest mature
woodlands in Washtenaw County. In 2003, WCPARC partnered with SMLC
to expand their preserve by purchasing a conservation easement (CE) on
64 acres of the land. In 2007, WCPARC contributed to SMLC’s purchase of
a CE to provide public access to a 10-acre woodlot on the Schultz Farm
(158 acres). SMLC owns and maintains all 325 acres of the preserve.
REICHERT PRESERVE

JACK R. SMILEY NATURE PRESERVE
Location:

Superior Charter Township

Acreage:

100

Year est.:

2012

Owner:

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

The Jack R. Smiley Preserve is named for the founder of the
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy (SMLC). The preserve was
established through the collaboration of the City of Ann Arbor
Greenbelt Program, SMLC and WCPARC. Title to the land is held by
SMLC and the County holds a conservation easement; the Greenbelt
Program contributed funds for its acquisition. The preserve is
a component of the Superior Greenway a 2,000+ acre, two-mile
corridor of protected land in Superior Township, the creation of
which was spearheaded by Mr. Smiley. In 2014, WCPARC and SMLC
further collaborated to construct a trail through the preserve that
involved the construction of two bridges over the County drain.
The preserve has a mix of wetland and forest habitat but the majority
is agricultural land. Fowler Creek, a tributary of the Lower Rouge
River, flows through the property and has good water quality. The
site also has topographical variation and probably was the location
of a Native American trail prior to European settlement.

Location:

Dexter Township

Acreage:

92 acres/16.76 acres

Year est.:

2012

Owner:

Legacy Land Conservancy

This preserve features rolling wooded terrain, kettle lakes, and
frontage along Little Portage Lake and Portage Creek. The property
bridges the border of Washtenaw and Livingston counties and
was donated to Legacy Land Conservancy by Dr. Rudy Reichert in
2012. WCPARC holds a conservation easement on 16.76 acres of the
preserve, which serves as an extra protective layer of preservation.
SLOAN PRESERVE
Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

52

Year est.:

2012

Owner:

Scio Township

Sloan Preserve includes woods, wetlands, and frontage on Mill Creek,
which is designated by the state as a natural river. Purchase of the
preserve was made possible by a $200,000 grant from the Michigan
Natural Resources Trust Fund that covered 75% of the purchase price.
Scio Township, through the Land Preservation millage, supplied 12.5%
of the purchase price with the remaining 12.5% coming from matching
funds provided by the Washtenaw County’s NAPP.
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DRAKE CONSERVATION EASEMENT

SCHUMACHER CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Lodi Township

Location:

Lodi Township

Acreage:

124

Acreage:

81

Year est.:

2013

Year est.:

2015

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, Lodi Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, FRPP grant

HORNBACK CONSERVATION EASEMENT

DAM-TSIG CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Salem Township

Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

73

Acreage:

44

Year est.:

2012

Year est.:

2016

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, Salem Township, Donation

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, FRPP grant

ROGERS CONSERVATION EASEMENT

HALL CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

York Township

Location:

Webster Township

Acreage:

161

Acreage:

100

Year est.:

2014

Year est.:

2016

Easement holder:

Legacy Land Conservancy

Easement holder:

Webster Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, FRPP grant

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

NOVICK CONSERVATION EASEMENT

ESTLEMAN, L. CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Location:

Webster Township

Acreage:

106

Salem Township

Acreage:

56

Year est.:

2012

Year est.:

2016

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Easement holder:

Webster Townsh

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, Ann Arbor Charter Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP

LEVINE-KEMPTER CONSERVATION EASEMENT

ESTLEMAN, C. CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Salem Township

Location:

Webster Township

Acreage:

73

Acreage:

77

Year est.:

2015

Year est.:

2016

Easement holder:

Scio Township

Easement holder:

Webster Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP
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FARRELL CONSERVATION EASEMENT

LADA CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Webster Township

Location:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Acreage:

60

Acreage:

40

Year est.:

2017

Year est.:

2017

Easement holder:

Webster Township

Easement holder:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

HELDT 1 CONSERVATION EASEMENT

TAYLOR CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Webster Township

Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

52

Acreage:

10

Year est.:

2017

Year est.:

2018

Easement holder:

Webster Township

Easement holder:

Scio Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, ACEP grant

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, donation

HELDT 2 CONSERVATION EASEMENT

SEELEY CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Webster Township

Location:

Lodi Township

Acreage:

16

Acreage:

27.5

Year est.:

2017

Year est.:

2018

Easement holder:

Webster Townsh

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, ACEP grant

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP

MAST CONSERVATION EASEMENT

DRAKE NORTH CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Webster Township

Location:

Lodi Township

Acreage:

125

Acreage:

10

Year est.:

2017

Year est.:

2018

Easement holder:

Webster Township

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, ACEP grant

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, Lodi Township, ACEP grant
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Table 7 - Recreation Inventory: NAPP Nature Preserves
NAME1, 2, 3

ACREAGE

FACILITIES IN 2020

FACILITIES CHANGED
SINCE 2015-2019 PLAN

ALBERT J. MILLER AND ROBERT & NANCY SMITH PRESERVE

29

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

ARBOR WOODS PRESERVE

23

Trails

NONE

BAKER WOODS PRESERVE

70

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

BOTSFORD PRESERVE

19

None

BRAUER PRESERVE

187

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

BURNS-STOKES PRESERVE

29

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, wayfinding, and parking lot

NONE

CLARK AND AVIS SPIKE PRESERVE

103

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, boardwalk, overlook, and parking lot

NONE

CLARK ROAD

53

NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC

N/A

DEVINE PRESERVE

137

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

DOMINICAN MEADOWS PRESERVE

81

NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC

N/A

DRAPER-HOUSTON MEADOWS PRESERVE

113

Trails, boardwalk, bridge, wayfinding, kiosk, and parking lot

NONE

ERVIN-STUCKI PRESERVE

126

Trails, boardwalk, overlook, kiosk, and parking lot

NONE

FOX SCIENCE PRESERVE

73

Trails, boardwalk, kiosk, bike racks, wayfinding, and parking lot

NONE

HARWOOD HERITAGE PRESERVE

16

Trails

NONE

KOENN PRESERVE

81

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

KOSCH HEADWATERS PRESERVE

160

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

LANDSBERG PROPERTY

82

NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC

N/A

LEONARD PRESERVE

259

Trails, deer exclosure, wayfinding, and parking lot

NONE

MEYER PRESERVE

183

Trails, wayfinding, bike racks, and kiosk

NONE

NORTHFIELD WOODS PRESERVE

48

Trails, driveway, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

RAYMOND F. GOODRICH PRESERVE

48

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

RIVER RAISIN PRESERVE

42

NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC

N/A

RIVERBEND PRESERVE

43

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, overlook, and parking lot

NONE

SCIO WOODS PRESERVE

91

Trails, wayfinding, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

SHARON SHORT HILLS PRESERVE

84

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

SQUIERS PRESERVE

50

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

TOM A. FREEMAN PRESERVE (formerly Arbor Vistas Preserve)

59

Trails, kiosk, and bike racks

NONE

TRINKLE MARSH AT EASTON FARM PRESERVE

151

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, overlooks, and parking lot

NONE

WATKINS LAKE STATE PARK AND COUNTY PRESERVE

1,122 (WCPARC
owns 405)

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, parking lot, benches, picnic benches,
portable toilet

NONE

WEATHERBEE WOODS PRESERVE

147

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and wayfinding

NONE

WEST LAKE PRESERVE

217

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

WHITMORE LAKE PRESERVE

249

Trails, wayfinding, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

1 NAPP partnership properties and farmland conservation easements are not included

2 All facilities’ Purpose or Use is Natural Area Preservation

3 All facilities classified Natural Resources Area based on “Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional Recreation, Open Space, and Trails” found in Appendix A
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ACCESS. IMPROVEMENTS
PRIOR TO 2015-2019 PLAN3

ACCESS. IMPROVEMENTS
SINCE 2015-2019 PLAN3

ACCESSIBILITY
RATING (1-5)

PROGRAMMING

MAINTENANCE STAFF

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

N/A

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

1

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs; interpretive signs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

N/A

N/A

N/A

Not open to public

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

N/A

N/A

N/A

Not open to public

NAPP Crew

Bridge

Limestone trail

3

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs; interpretive signs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

N/A

N/A

N/A

Not open to public

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs; accessible hunt

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Interpretive nature programs by WCPARC and SMLC

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

N/A

Not open to public

NAPP crew

Limestone trail; overlook

NONE

3

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

Boardwalk; overlook

NONE

4

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew and MDNR staff

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

3 Accessibility rating scale “meet accessibility guidelines”: 1. None of the facilities

2. Some of the facilities 3. Most of the facilities 4. Entire Park 5. Park developed using Universal Design

4 NAPP Crew: 1 Natural Areas Manager, 1 Stewardship Coordinator, 3 field technicians, 1-3 seasonal staff
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from the Livingston County border to the Wayne County border.
Later that same year, WCPARC assembled the Greenways Advisory
Committee (GAC) to assist the County in the development of greenway
policies and plans. GAC recommended that the Huron River corridor
be given the highest priority for greenway implementation due to its
potential to provide public benefits such as education/interpretation,
resource conservation, non-motorized transportation and recreation.
This lead to the conception of the Border-to-Border Trail (B2B).

Border-to-Border Trail in Hudson Mills Metropark

E. Trails and Greenways

The Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC) is
a major proponent of the development of non-motorized trails within
the community. This commitment stems from an understanding of
the interests and priorities expressed by county residents. Regular
Community Needs Assessment Surveys conducted since 2003, most
recently in 2018, have consistently indicated that paved and unpaved
non-motorized trails are the highest priority for recreational amenities
for WCPARC’s constituents. Furthermore, in 2016, County residents
passed a four-year Road and Trails Millage by a 3:1 margin, in which
20% of the funding is allocated to WCPARC for the construction of nonmotorized trails. WCPARC has committed these funds to the Border-toBorder Trail (B2B) and the Connecting Communities grant initiative.

1. Border-to-Border Trail (B2B)
OVERVIEW
In 1999, the Urban Area Transportation Study (now known as the
Washtenaw Area Transportation Study, or WATS, a multi-jurisdictional
agency responsible for transportation planning in Washtenaw County)
suggested linking 400 acres of public land in the Huron River corridor
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The Border-to-Border Trail is a shared-use, non-motorized pathway
that connects cities, parks, and other destinations throughout
Washtenaw County. The trail is typically 10-feet wide, paved, and
designed for users of all ages and abilities. The B2B is the product of
an ongoing collaboration of communities and organization who are
dedicated to safe, non-motorized recreation and transportation. As
part of the statewide Iron-Belle Trail (IBT), plans are being developed to
make regional trail connections outside of Washtenaw County.
The Commission has made significant investments in the B2B during
the last 10 years with some of the more notable projects being in the
Dexter area in partnership with the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority
(HCMA). WCPARC’s goal for the B2B over the next five years is to continue
partnering with other organizations to complete trail segments and
close gaps in the B2B across the county. To that end, in 2016, WCPARC
entered into an agreement with the non-profit Huron Waterloo Pathways
Initiative (HWPI), whose goal is to provide private fundraising and
support for development of the B2B and regional IBT. The Commission
has since dedicated considerable portions of the annual CIP budgets
to trail development. The public-private partnership has successfully
leveraged local millage funds with private contributions and significant
public grants that have resulted in four construction projects in 20182019, adding eight miles of new B2B/IBT trail.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION
Since the B2B’s inception in the late 1990s, the planned trail route,
known as “The Huron River Greenway,” followed the river for 35 miles
from the Washtenaw-Wayne County border to the Washtenaw-Livingston
County border. The connection from the northwest side of Ann Arbor

Ground-breaking for B2B Trail segment in Dexter
through Ypsilanti (19 miles) is complete, although several areas within
the City of Ypsilanti use a combination of sidewalk and bike lanes as
opposed to a dedicated, road-separated pathway. Prior to 2016, 6.5
miles of trail had also been constructed, connecting the Hudson Mills
and Dexter-Huron Metroparks through downtown Dexter. The B2B in
the Dexter area is discontinuous with the trail through Ann Arbor and
Ypsilanti due to a large gap between the cities along the Huron River.
In 2016, when WCPARC and HWPI began officially collaborating on
the trail, the route of the B2B was expanded beyond Huron River
Greenway. The trail now diverges in Dexter and travels west to Chelsea,
then northwest along M-52 through the Waterloo and Pinckney
recreation areas and passes through Jackson and Ingham counties,
where it connects to the Lakelands Trail. In 2017 this route became
part of the official Iron-Belle Trail (IBT) alignment. By the end of 2019,
it is anticipated 34 miles of B2B trail will have been completed within
Washtenaw County out of 52 total miles planned.
Collaborative efforts involving various partners to complete regional
connections are also a priority for WCPARC. HWPI is a significant
partner in these efforts because they can commit resources across
jurisdictional boundaries. The following items form critical regional

B2B Trail development map, 2019
connections. One and two are part of a route, known as “The Loop,”
which uses the existing Lakelands Trail between Stockbridge and
Pinckney to connect the original Huron River Greenway route with the
IBT – forming a trail loop that traverses 44 miles. Items two and three
are part of the official IBT route.
1. Hudson Mills Metropark to the Lakelands Trail (6 miles)
2. Washtenaw/Jackson County border at M-52, to and the
Lakelands Trail in Stockbridge in Ingham County (5 miles)
3. Ypsilanti Township (Grove Road at Bridge Road) to the
Washtenaw/Wayne County border, and then on to Belleville in
Wayne County to Lower Huron Metropark (6 miles), where 30
miles of existing trail connects to Lake Erie Metropark.
When complete, the B2B/IBT will traverse about 70 miles in the
Washtenaw County region, enhancing the livability of the county’s
main urbanized areas where approximately 70% of its residents live in
river-linked communities. Further, because of the trail’s proximity to
several job and school-related locations, it provides an alternative to
vehicle-dependent commuters.
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2. Connecting Communities Grant Initiative
The development of a countywide, non-motorized trail network is a
larger task than any single community or organization can assume.
Consequently, WCPARC started the Connecting Communities grant
intiative to provide an opportunity for County communities and
organizations to apply for non-motorized funding for locally significant
projects. Eligible projects accomplish the Commission’s primary
goal of providing valuable, non-motorized connections between
communities and activity centers thus offering a healthy alternative for
recreation and transportation.
Eligible agencies are required to submit a pre-proposal form for
WCPARC staff review and discussion. Once the applying agency
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RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2016 – City of Ypsilanti: Installed a pedestrian bridge over the Huron
River and a HAWK crossing of Michigan Ave.
2016 – Dexter-Ann Arbor Corridor Master Plan: WCPARC completed a
master plan for the 7 mile B2B/IBT trail gap between Dexter and Ann
Arbor. The full plan is available on WCPARC’s website: washtenaw.org/b2b
2018 – Lyndon Township: Constructed 2.6 miles of trail (includes
boardwalks) that roughly parallels M-52 from Werkner Road to the
Green Lake Campground in Waterloo Recreation Area.
2019 – Lyndon Township: Constructed 2.0 miles of trail that roughly
parallels M-52 from the Green Lake Campground to North Territorial
Road. The project included a tunnel crossing of M-52, a connection to
the DTE Energy Trail (mountain biking), and trailhead parking area.
2019 – Lima Township: Constructed 2.1 miles of trail from Freer Road to
North Lima Center Road.
2019 – Scio Township: Constructed 1.2 miles of trail, including
boardwalks, and two pedestrian bridges over the Huron River.
2019 – Washtenaw-Wayne County Connector Study: HWPI lead this
project with participation from WCPARC, the DNR, and many public
entities in Wayne County.

Matthaei Botanical Gardens Trail
receives feedback, they are permitted to apply for grant funding. Once
submitted, staff review and score the applications with input from
Greenways Advisory Committee. A recommendation for funding is
forwarded to the Parks and Recreation Commission by their November
meeting. Following approval, a Project Agreement is executed and
agencies are permitted two years to complete the project.
The program initially only ran from 2010–2014 but was reinstated in
2016 with the passing of the Road and Trails Millage that runs through
2020. Up to $500,000 per year is made available for non-motorized trail
construction with an additional $100,000 made available for trail planning
and engineering. Since the program began, 28 projects in 13 communities
have been awarded a total of $4,253,450 (as of January 2019).
Recipients of Connecting Communities funds include:
Ann Arbor Charter Township

Pittsfield Charter Township

City of Ann Arbor

Scio Township

City of Chelsea

Superior Charter Township

City of Dexter

Village of Manchester

City of Saline

York Township

Manchester Township

Ypsilanti Township

Northfield Township

One notable Connecting Communities project completed to date is
the two-mile trail segment that originates from Matthaei Botanical
Gardens. The multi-use trail was completed in partnership with Ann
Arbor Township, University of Michigan, and additional granting
agencies. The trail connects the popular Botanical Gardens to
WCPARC’s Parker Mill County Park and Border-to-Border Trail, with
ongoing plans of extending the trail north to Plymouth Road.
In 2014, Ann Arbor Township was originally awarded a $250K
Connecting Communities grant toward trail construction. After decades
of intermittent discussions among various agencies, the first phase of
the trail was completed in 2017. The University of Michigan granted an
easement for the trail and will provide regular maintenance. Ann Arbor
Township pulled together more than $2.5M total in grant funding from
WCPARC, Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, and Michigan
Department of Transportation for construction of the trail. Individuals
and businesses contributed an additional $800K.
In 2018, Ann Arbor Township applied for and received an additional
Connecting Communities grant for engineering of Phase 2 of the
project. Having now completed the engineering, the Township has
applied for construction funding in the 2019 cycle. If successful, the
trail will lead north of the botanical gardens along Dixboro Road
terminating just north of Plymouth Road. Once there, users will have
access to an additional 276 acres of protected land and recreation
amenities, including WCPARC’s Goodrich and Tom A. Freeman
preserves, City of Ann Arbor’s Marshall Nature Area, University of
Michigan’s Horner-McLaughlin Woods, and downtown Dixboro in
Superior Township.

F. Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Recreation Grant Inventory
Some of Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission’s
most successful projects have been partially funded with recreation
grants dollars awarded by the State of Michigan Department of Natural
Resources. A list and description of these grants may be found in Table 8.
The Parks Commission has also provided matching funds to other
communities awarded Department of Natural Resources grant dollars.

Accessible trail at Rolling Hills Park, funded in part through MNRTF

This collaboration among Ann Arbor Township, University of Michigan,
WCPARC, State of Michigan, and others is a prime example of how
leveraging partnership dollars can help build an interconnected trail
system that serves a broad number of users.
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Table 8 - WCPARC DNR Recreation Grant Inventory
PROJECT NAME

PROJECT NO.

YEAR

AMOUNT

STATUS

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Independence Lake County Park

26-00955

1977

$229,178

Closed

Acquire 312.5 acres for outdoor recreation.

Rolling Hills County Park

26-01011

1977

$240,765

Closed

Acquire 158 acres of land for outdoor recreation.

Independence Lake County Park

26-01060 Q1

1978

$158,628

Closed

Access road, parking lot, beach, sunbathing and play area, bathhouse, restrooms,
first aid office and shelter, sewage system, water supply, entry improvements,
maintenance area, walkways.

Parker Mill County Park

TF411

1980

$250,000

Closed

Acquisition of 26.97 acres with 2,500 feet of frontage on Fleming Creek and 500
feet of frontage on the Huron River.

County Farm Park Phase I

26-01197

1981

$50,043

Closed

Development; gravel entry/parking, gravel trails, and surfaced trails, site
grading, turf establishment, landscaping, water service, and LWCF sign.

Rolling Hills Park

26-01273

1983

$444,703

Closed

Swimming pond with beach and dock, recreation building, bathhouse and
warming shelter, picnic shelters, toboggan run, roadway with entrance control,
meadow for cross country skiing, hiking.

County Farm Park Phase II

26-01396

1985

$117,068

Closed

Development: construction of year round shelter with restrooms, group
picnicking and summer activities; perennial garden/native shrub plantings and
irrigation system, and community gardens.

Independence Lake Park-Phase II

26-01462

1986

$245,386

Closed

Picnic/activity center (incl. picnic eqip.), utilities, access & parking, swimming
beach, site development, walkway/nature trail, fishing pier.

County Farm Park Recreation Center

BF89-378

1989

$750,000

Closed

Development of multi-purpose activities center for Washtenaw County.

Rolling Hills Park

TF89-033

1989

$375,000

Closed

Develop wave-action pool, water playground, twin-flume water slide, turf decks
and sand play areas & support facilities.

Parker Mill Park

26-01535

1993

$107,250

Closed

Bridge along connector route between Park Mill and Forest Parks.

Pierce Lake Park Acquisition

TF93-010

1993

$400,000

Closed

Acquire 200 acre tract of parkland in western portion of Washtenaw County
encompassing 5,000 feet of frontageon Pierce Lake.

Park Lyndon Expansion

TF99-323

1999

$787,500

Closed

Acquisition of 130 bordering acres to add significant natural features, including a
50-acre wetland fen, rare/threatened species and lake frontage.

Rolling Hills County Park Development

CM00-074

2000

$750,000

Closed

Development of Rolling Hills County Park to include water park expansion, sports
pavilion, fishing dock on pond, trail system and picnic area expansion, road and
parking improvements.

Rolling Hills Park Accessibility
Enhancements

TF08-060

2008

$96,000

Closed

Development provided universally accessible amenities: playground equipment,
picnic pavilion, observation treehouse, fishing dock, pier improvements at pond;
signage, and trail improvements.

Arbor Vistas Preserve

TF11-035

2011

$2,275,000

Closed

Purchase of 54 acres in Ann Arbor Township to establish new NAPP preserve.
Now known as the Tom A. Freeman Preserve

Staebler Farm County Park Development

TF14-0126

2014

$300,000

Not Funded

First stage of development of a farm themed park.

West Lake Preserve Expansion

TF15-0061

2015

$267,300

Closed

Acquisition of 59 acres of undeveloped land to expand existing 217-acre preserve.

Border-to-Border Trail/Iron Belle Trail
Construction

TF16-0227

2016

$300,000

Active

Develop 0.4 miles of universally accessible trail with a new pedestrian bridge
over the Huron River in Scio Township.

Acquision of the Huron River Preserve

TF17-0240

2017

$391,600

Active

Acquire approximately 16.62 acres of natural land in Scio Township to establish a
new nature preserve along the Huron River.

Addition to Watkins Lake State Park and
County Preserve

TF18-0195

2018

$60,600

Active

Acquire 23 acres of land to expand the existing facility and provide area for
parking and serve as a trailhead for a regional multiuse trail.
Source: Michigan Department of Natural Resources Grant Management
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• Provided opportunity for the public to review the draft Master Plan.
• Presented the plan at a Public Hearing.
The plan also considered National Recreation and Park Association’s
“Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional
Recreation Open Space and Trails” (Appendix A) and “Suggested
Facility Development Standards” (Appendix E). These tables are only
considered general guidelines; therefore, it is more appropriate to
integrate and evaluate information from various sources to determine
the community’s recreational needs.
Detailed information on the planning processes follows.

B. Assessment of Trends

Participants engaged in discussion at the Manchester public meeting

V. PLANNING & PUBLIC INPUT
A. Planning and Development Process

Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC) park
planning staff led the effort in updating the 5-Year Recreation Master
Plan. The process began in the spring of 2018 and involved research
and various avenues to gather staff and community input to produce
the Master Plan, principally the Action Program. Staff:
• Evaluated the County’s physical characteristics for natural areas
preservation and recreational opportunities (Section II).
• Reviewed and evaluated County demographics, including
population, social, and economic data, in addition to anticipated
trends as they relate to recreation needs and/or opportunities
(Section II).
• Evaluated recreation inventory and existing programming
opportunities (Tables 7 & 8 in Section IV).
• Assessed national, state, and local recreational trends and initiatives.
• Analyzed criteria for open space throughout Washtenaw County.
• Conducted a statistically representative survey in the fall of 2018.
• Met with WCPARC Commissioners, staff, stakeholders, and
members of the public.

Evaluating national and regional recreational trends help determine an
activity’s potential for future growth. Various sporting and recreationbased organizations, such as the National Sporting Goods Association
(NSGA), regularly conduct surveys to assess the general population’s
recreation interests and participation. In 2016, the NSGA released the
results of its 2015 sports/activity participation survey, which indicates
that the top three most popular activities for people ages seven and
above were exercise walking, exercising with equipment, and swimming.
These activities are unchanged from the previous year. The ten most
popular sports/recreational activities in 2015 are shown in Table 9.

Table 9 - Sports/Activity Participation in 2015
Rank

Sport/Activity

Participation (in mils.)

1

Exercise Walking

106.3

2

Exercising with Equipment

56.3

3

Swimming

46.3

4

Aerobic Exercise

45.1

5

Running/Jogging

44.5

6

Hiking

42.0

7

Camping (Vacation/Overnight)

40.1

8

Work-Out at Club/Gym/Studio

36.6

9

Bicycle Riding

36.0

10

Bowling

35.2
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65

Another organization, the Physical Activity Council, issued the 2018
Participation Report, which tracks participation in 118 sports and
fitness activities based on demographics and participation intensity.
Nearly 40,000 individuals (ages six and above) were surveyed. When
reviewing data from the years 2012 through 2017, trends indicate that
interest in fitness sports continues as to be the top focus of activity,
with participation in winter sports increasing. Of those who do not
participate in sports, activities garnering the most interest in all age
groups include camping, fishing, bicycling, and swimming. The survey
also indicates that people want to recreate with a partner and that
interest in individual sports is declining.

Nature preserves are distributed throughout the County, ensuring a
better quality of life and enhanced health benefits. Surveys across the
country have shown that people identify open space, the concept of
“rural character,” and trails near their home as among the top features in
choosing a place to live, thus providing economic value to the County.

Perhaps most relevant is local data derived from the 2017 State
of Play: Southeast Michigan report issued by the Aspen Institute,
which analyzed regional sports programs and facilities, highlighted
accomplishments, and addressed strategies for deficiencies in
recreation opportunities. More than 160 youth sports providers and
regional leaders stated that adults could do better in encouraging
activity among youth, providing an overall C+ grade. The report
suggests specific actions to improve recreation planning, including
asking kids what they want, reintroducing free play, and provide sports
sampling programs.

The Natural Areas Technical Advisory Committee (NATAC), comprised of
various conservation and biology experts, reviews properties that are
predominantly natural area. NATAC was established by the Washtenaw
County Board of Commissioners (BOC) with the passage of Ordinance 128
on August 2, 2000. Members of the committee are appointed by the BOC.

The State of Play report indicates that Washtenaw County is lacking
in some areas, such as skate parks and year-round weather proof
facilities. Such information provides the WCPARC with the opportunity
to fill these gaps. Still, 92% of Washtenaw County residents state they
have adequate access to physical activity opportunities.

C. Analysis of Open Space

1. Criteria for Open Space/Natural Area Acquisition
The goal of the Natural Areas Preservation Program (NAPP) is to
identify lands, which, through long-term preservation, will:
• Protect and preserve the natural and ecological diversity/heritage
of Washtenaw County
• Complement the existing network of publicly and privately
protected lands
• Maximize the public benefit
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Washtenaw County’s NAPP millage is dedicated to acquiring land for
nature preserves and purchasing conservation easements on private
natural and agricultural land to protect ecological values. Landowners
nominate their own land to NAPP, then multiple levels of evaluation
determine which lands to acquire.

NATAC visits each site and records a summary of their features and
overall ecological value in a form (Appendix C). In autumn, NATAC
reviews applications received that year and ranks them in importance
of acquisition based on site visits, ecological value, ability to provide
access, and partnerships available. Staff proceed with acquisition or
additional research, as appropriate, based on this ranking.
Properties that are at least 50% covered by active agriculture use are
reviewed by the Agricultural Lands Technical Advisory Committee
(ALPAC), comprised of agricultural producers, real estate professionals,
citizens, and one County Commissioner. ALPAC was also established by
the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners by Resolution 06-0161
of August 2, 2006. Its purpose is to assist the County in determining
whether it should purchase the development rights on a particular
parcel, as well as how much the County should pay for those rights as
per the Washtenaw County Purchase of Development Rights Ordinance
(Resolution 06-0160) and Washtenaw County ordinance 128, as revised.
In addition to the above-mentioned goals of NAPP, ALPAC’s goal is
preserve Washtenaw County’s farming economy by permanently

preserving working farms, particularly those with high percentage of
prime and unique soils, and farms that support the ecological integrity
of wildlife habitat. Staff first score properties in GIS using a scoring
system (Appendix C) developed by ALPAC, and then in autumn, staff
present the properties to ALPAC in order of their score. ALPAC typically
recommends that staff proceed with acquisition in accordance to
property scores, and recommends which properties to submit for
matching funds opportunities.
Based on a nomination’s land cover composition and context within the
landscape, both committees may review and contribute funds to a project.
Finally, the Parks and Recreation Commission have recently developed
a scoring system that looks at the recommendations made by NATAC
and ALPAC, the Assessment and Prioritization Mapping described
below, and other political aspects.
Parks Commission Acquisition Criteria
•
• NATAC/ALPAC review
• Assessment and Prioritization
•
Mapping
• Partnerships/leveraged funds
• Addition to existing county•
owned park or preserve (fee
simple purchase only)
•
• Stewardship considerations
•
(fee simple purchase only)

Site readiness costs (fee
simple purchase only)
Monitoring considerations
(conservation easements
only)
Geographic distribution of
NAPP funds
Township support/interest
Land preserved in township

2. Assessment and Prioritization Mapping

In September 2015, the Parks and Recreation Commission adopted
guidelines for the Natural Areas Preservation Program’s (NAPP)
future intending to “address [and set] priorities for future purchases”
and “[identify] high-quality, unprotected ecotypes/landscapes.”
The Assessment and Prioritization Mapping is the result of these
guidelines and the need for a deliberate process that would objectively,
consistently, and accurately identify high-potential-quality land across
Washtenaw County.

The Assessment is a Geographic Information Systems (GIS) based
scoring system that evaluated the potential quality of all natural
(larger than 20 acres) and agricultural land (> 50% active agriculture,
on a parcel basis) in the county, which covered about 264,000 acres
of land (Figure 15). There are separate methodologies for natural
and agricultural land to account for differences in criteria to identify
high quality land. The natural land assessment is an expansion of
the “Bioreserve Site Assessment,” a locally established method
pioneered by the Huron River Watershed Council. ALPAC felt strongly
that their existing scoring system, created using state and federal land
scoring systems as guides, would achieve the goal of a county-wide
assessment. Each methodology’s resulting distribution of scores are
grouped into “low,” “medium-low,” “medium-high,” and “high” quality.

Natural Lands Assessment Criteria
• Core habitat size
• Presence of water resources
• Presence of wetlands
• Potential for groundwater
recharge
• Potential presence of
less common precolonial
vegetation types
• Presence of glacial
landforms/features
• Topographical variation
• Connectivity to other
Bioreserve Sites
• Unchanged vegetation
between years 1800 and 2000
(level of site disturbance)
• Restorability potential
• Documented plant and
animal occurrence, from
Michigan Natural Features
Inventory (MNFI)
• Biorarity Index from MNFI

Agricultural Lands Assess. Criteria
• Soil quality, relative to parcel
size
• Acreage of parcel
• Percentage of parcel in
agricultural use
• Scenic quality (large open
views and road frontage)
• Septic field suitability (depth
to water table)
• Percentage of perimeter in
agricultural use or natural
area
• Percentage of perimeter
zoned for agriculture or
conservation
• Proximity to existing and
planned public sanitary
sewer or water service area
• Proximity to protected lands
• Protection of water resources
• Biorarity Index, from MNFI
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These 264,000 acres of assessed land show existing undeveloped
land and its quality, but not what should be protected nor the reason
for doing so. Permanently protecting 264,000 acres in Washtenaw
County would also be an unrealistic goal. To develop goals around the
assessments and help guide NAPP in the future, additional ecological
factors were deemed necessary to filter the results and begin to define
“priority areas.”
Patch Expansion: Patch expansion looked to grow identified clusters of
High and Medium-High quality natural areas within ¼ mile of existing
parks and preserves and High and Medium-High quality agricultural
parcels within ¼ mile of existing farmland easements.
Corridors: The corridor analysis intended to identify existing
connectivity, prioritizing natural areas and agricultural land that made
the most connections between existing preserved lands.
New Patch Establishment: This analysis essentially identifies places
for new preserves or easements. It searched for clusters of High and
Medium-High Quality natural areas at least ½ mile away from existing

parks & preserves and clusters of High and Medium-High quality
agricultural parcels at least ½ mile away from existing farmland
easements. Like corridors, establishing patches also generates
structural connectivity, but in a “stepping stone” style appropriate for
birds, who do not need contiguous corridors.
Protecting Waterways: All assessed sites of High and Medium-High
quality that contained streams were prioritized.
Ecoregion Focus: Huron/Erie Lake Plains— the historical location of
the Great Lakes during glaciation 13,800 to 12,500 years ago—are
underrepresented in protected areas in Washtenaw County. Any
assessed sites located in the Lake Plain ecoregion were prioritized.
The resulting prioritization map (Figure 16) highlights lands that most
likely meet these requirements and whose acquisition serves the goals of
NAPP. The prioritized lands also tend to overlap with townships’ natural
areas and agricultural preservation overlay districts shown in their
master plans.

Figure 15 - Natural and Agricultural Land Assessment
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Figure 16 - Natural and Agricultural Land County Prioritization
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D. 2018 Community Needs Assessment

600 residents. This goal was exceeded, with a total of 696 residents
completing the survey. The county was divided into seven sub-areas
to determine what, if any, different community needs or recreational
priorities existed. That random sampling was stratified by sub-area
location only, not by any demographic distribution.

The Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission depends
on feedback from residents to help guide the direction of park
planning, health/wellness opportunities, development of new
recreation opportunities and programming efforts. At the beginning
of plan development, staff determined the importance of issuing a
statistically-valid survey of County residents, especially because it had
been about fifteen years since the last formal survey was conducted.
In the fall of 2018, staff issued a Request for Proposals, and received
five submissions. WCPARC awarded the project to ETC Institute (ETC),
located in Olathe, Kansas, to objectively assess usage, satisfaction, and
needs for a wide range of park and recreation facilities and programs in
order to identify opportunities for the County to better serve the leisure
and recreation needs of the community.

1. Methodology

Sub-Area

Goal

Actual

Southwest

60

74

Central

100

101

Northwest

80

84

East

140

160

Southeast

80

83

City of Ann Arbor

60

114

Northeast

80

80

Figure 17 - Washtenaw County Sub-Areas
SOURCE: ETC INSTITUTE

ETC was chosen, in part, due to their significant experience conducting
surveys for parks and recreation agencies and was recently engaged
by neighboring communities, including Huron Clinton Metroparks
Authority (HCMA), Oakland County Parks, among others. Thus,
the company was familiar with the general needs and resources
in Southeast Michigan. They have also developed nation-wide
benchmarking data for agency comparison.

Table 10 - Response per Sub-Area, Goal vs. Actual

ETC Institute mailed a survey packet to a random sample of
households in Washtenaw County. Each survey packet contained a
cover letter, a copy of the survey, and a postage-paid return envelope.
Ten days after the surveys were mailed, ETC Institute sent emails to
the households that received the survey to encourage participation.
The 15-minute survey could be completed via mail, phone, or email,
and was offered in multiple languages to accommodate the diverse
Washtenaw County community.
It was identified that 400 survey responses would provide WCPARC
with a statistically-valid survey; however, staff elected to add an
additional 200 responses throughout the county in an effort to collect
more data. Therefore, the goal was to obtain completed surveys from
70
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Respondent households represented by red dots

The results for the sample of 696 households have a statistically valid
precision of at least +/-3.7% at the 95% level of confidence. The overall
results were weighted to reflect the population of each of the County’s
seven sub-areas (Figure 17). There were negligible differences between
the reporting. Weighted data is presented in this plan.

2. Survey Results

To provide organizations with an objective tool for evaluating the
priority that should be placed on specific facilities and programming,
ETC developed a Priority Investment Rating (PIR). Its formula combines
the importance that respondents place on facilities/programs and
the number of respondents that have unmet needs for the facility/
program. Based on the PIR, the facilities/programs are then categorized
as High, Medium, or Low Priority. WCPARC interprets the “High Priority”
facilities not necessarily as the most important ones to invest in, but
rather the ones that would have the most impact should WCPARC
choose to invest.

abundance of use by residents, as a county agency many of its facilities
are intended to be regional amenities. Daily park use is usually the
responsibility of the local municipality, unless they need assistance.
Programs that respondents participated in most often were community
festivals (18%), adult fitness and wellness programs (16%), and kayak,
canoe, and paddleboard rentals (15%). Percentages drop to 6% (dog
park programs) from there.

Figure 18 - Facilities Survey Respondent Households
Have Used in the Past 12 Months

The data show that Washtenaw County residents are strongly satisfied
with the value and condition of their facilities. In general, 66% of
respondents are satisfied with the value their household receives from
the Parks and Recreation Commission and that the organization is
providing well maintained facilities (93%).
Facility, Trail, and Program Usage
Eighty-two percent (82%) of respondents had visited a WCPARC
facility within the last 12 months, and all parks and most preserves
were represented in those responses. The Border-to-Border Trail
was the facility used by the most respondents (41%) and the most
often (45%), followed by County Farm Park (33%, 31%), Rolling Hills
County Park (33%, 28%), and Parker Mill County Park (22%, 16%).
Some respondents (17%) had not used a WCPARC facility in the last 12
months.
Of those who have visited facilities, 39% visit a WCPARC facility less
than once per month; 27% visit one to three times per month; 13% visit
once per week; 15% visit two to four times per week; and 6% visit five
or more times per week. Although WCPARC hopes for frequency and

Needs and Priorities: Facilities
The survey asked about specific unmet facility needs, described by
50% or less met. ETC Institute estimates a total of 34,507 households
in Washtenaw County have unmet needs for indoor aquatic centers,
the top unmet facility need. Paved (2nd) and unpaved (5th) multi-use
trails had a combined need that affected more than 79,000 households.
Nature centers were the third most unmet need; sledding hills were the
fourth. When asked what the most important need was, playgrounds
jumped to the top four and indoor aquatic center fell a few places.
Though there were not as many households with a need for curling,
ropes courses, equestrian facilities, and archery, these facilities were
the least available to respondents.
PLANNING & PUBLIC INPUT
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Facility Priorities
• Paved multi-use trails (PIR=199)
• Unpaved multi-use trails (PIR=184)
• Nature centers (PIR=141)
• Indoor aquatic centers (PIR=134)
• Sledding hills (PIR=114)
• Canoe and kayak livery (PIR=104)
• Water parks and water slides (PIR=102)
• Dog parks (PIR=101)
• Camping areas (tents) (PIR=101)
The PIR was also determined for each sub-area of the county. Most
of the High Priority facilities listed above appear in all sub-areas,
but some disappear and other facilities become high priorities.
For example, dog parks and camping are not high priorities in the
southwest sub-area, but historical buildings/museums and boating/
fishing areas are (Table 11).
On the other end of the spectrum, the survey also revealed facilities that
were meeting needs of respondents, described as greater than 50% of

SOURCE: ETC INSTITUTE

Table 11 - Top 10 Facility Priorities for Sub-Areas
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needs met. The most well-met needs were golf courses, picnicking areas
and pavilions, playgrounds, baseball/softball diamonds, and canoe and
kayak liveries. This does not answer how many households needed and
were sufficiently provided with these facilities.

Figure 19 - Facility Priorities for Investment Based on
the Priority Investment Rating

Needs and Priorities: Programming
The same questions asked about facilities were asked about
programming. The four programs with the highest percentage of
households that had needs were: adult fitness and wellness programs;
winter programs; gardening; and community festivals. When asked
what the most important need was, kayak, canoe, and paddleboard
rentals, as well as senior fitness and wellness programs, jumped to the
top four, with gardening and winter programs falling a few places.

programs, perhaps, have the greatest gap between priority and
perceived availability.

Figure 20 - Program Priorities for Investment Based on
the Priority Investment Rating

Programming Priorities
• Adult fitness and wellness programs (PIR=200)
• Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals (PIR=118)
• Community festivals (PIR=117)
• Winter programs (PIR=114)
It is evident respondents were very interested in more adult fitness
and wellness programs, kayak, canoe and paddleboard rentals, and
community festivals, but it is important to note that these needs are
simultaneously acceptably met, compared to other programs. Winter

SOURCE: ETC INSTITUTE

Table 12 - Top 10 Program Priorities for Sub-Areas
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When looking at sub-area specific PIRs (Table 12), other programs that
became High Priority were bike rentals (Ann Arbor); traditional folk art,
skills and crafts (Ann Arbor, Northwest); historical programming (Ann
Arbor); gardening (Ann Arbor, East, Southeast); winter programs (Ann
Arbor, Central, East, Northwest); swim lessons and programs (Northwest);
and senior fitness and wellness programs (Ann Arbor, Southwest).
Disregarding number of households whose needs are met, programs
that already meet the needs of respondents, described as greater
than 50% of needs met, were kayak, canoe, and paddleboard rentals,
community festivals, adult fitness and wellness programs, and bird/
wildlife watching programs.
Support for Investment
Respondents were asked to select up to two statements that best
reflected their opinion on open space acquisition actions. The
conclusion from this question is that more acquisition is supported,
with only 12% of answers indicating that no new land should be
acquired. Land acquisition with improvement for passive (e.g., nature
trails) usage had the most votes (49%); this response implies support
for WCPARC’s current nature preserve model. Forty-two percent (42%)
indicated land should be acquired and left undeveloped; this implies
support for conservation easements. Acquisition for passive and active
usage was supported by 38% of responses.
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accessible for all abilities (33%). Repairing older structures and
playgrounds was also the top choice of the four ranking possibilities,
followed by new trails and boardwalks, land purchase for open space,
and land purchase for new trails.
Respondents were asked how they would vote if an election was
held to renew the current millage for funding operations and
capital improvements for Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation
Commission. Sixty-three percent (63%) who had an opinion indicated
they would vote in favor of renewing the current millage; 20% said they
might vote in favor, 11% were not sure, and 6% would vote against
renewal of the millage. Of the 17% who indicated they were not sure
or would vote against the renewal of the current millage, 59% said
the reason is because they need more information; 47% indicated
the reason is that they do not support any increase to taxes; 27% said
it is because they believe County currently has sufficient recreation
opportunities; and 17% believe those who use the facilities should bear
the burden of paying for them.

A similar survey questions asked specifically about land acquisition
within the Natural Areas Preservation Program. The majority (57%) of
respondents supported additional natural areas to be purchased and
provide public access. A smaller group (19%) supported the purchase
of conservation easements on farmland. Overall, the results showed
support for NAPP millage and the preservation of additional land in
Washtenaw County. Only 12% do not want any more land purchased
for open space preservation.

Barriers to Use
Respondents were asked what reasons prevented them from utilizing
existing WCPARC facilities and programs. The most significant reason
they indicated was that they did not know what was offered (38%),
compared to the national average of 22%. Thirty-six percent (36%) of
respondents indicated that they just do not have time to visit parks.
Sixty-four percent (64%) stated they have heard about parks from family,
friends and coworkers, higher than national average (41%), suggesting
that either the organization needs to invest in more comprehensive
marketing measures, or park users are very willing to talk about their
WCPARC experiences. While most respondents indicated they had good
access to green space, 30% of respondents said they did not have access
via a 10-minute walk and 10% of respondents said they did not have
access within a 15-minute drive of their residence.

When asked about funding willingness, 48% of respondents said
repairing older structures and playgrounds was the top choice out of
11 options. Following that was developing new trails and boardwalks
(42%), land purchase for new trails (38%), and making facilities

Conclusions
When planning for future development, sustaining and/or improving
the performance of the highest facility and program PIR would provide
the greatest benefit for the largest number of residents. The survey
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Figure 21 - Reasons Preventing Households from Using
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Facilities More Often

E. Staff Input & Public Engagement
1. Staff Input

Several working meetings were held with select Parks and Recreation
Commissioners and staff to help formulate the plan. One such meeting
included a broader coalition of staff to provide valuable revision of the
organization’s goals and objectives. Other meetings addressed:
• Development of the Capital Improvement Program (CIP)
• Formulation of strategies to obtain public input
• Review of Master Plan content, formatting, and graphics

shows the strongest needs are paved and unpaved multi-use trails;
nature centers; indoor aquatic centers; adult fitness and wellness
programs; winter programs; kayak, canoe, and paddleboard rentals;
and community festivals. Facility priorities are consistent with
programming priorities: trails and indoor aquatic centers are directly
related to adult fitness and wellness; canoe and kayak liveries are
directly related to the ability to rent canoes, kayaks, and paddleboards.
This plan’s Action Program reflects survey respondents’ interest in
various programs and facilities including investigating construction of
a canoe livery and campground, among others.
Multiple survey questions verify public support for continuing to
acquire land for preservation and passive recreation. Renewal of parks
millages also received general support—and one was renewed in 2018
with 74% of the vote—but many respondents also said they need
more information. WCPARC will need to improve its public messaging
regarding the availability and benefit of its facilities, programs, and
millages. A copy of the survey questionnaire and data summary are
included in Appendix F.

To form the Action Program, the authors of this plan had meetings with
each division leader (e.g., NAPP, Maintenance) and park superintendent
(e.g., Rolling Hills Park, Pierce lake Golf Course). Staff began by
reviewing the 2015-2019 Recreation Master Plan’s action program.
Completed tasks were identified and removed, and then the relevance
of the remaining ones were considered. Major items from the current
CIP were incorporated. Then staff presented survey information
about opinions, needs, and priorities relevant to each division or
park. Staff and the leaders/superintendents then deliberated how
survey results could be directly addressed by actions. Many of these
discussions linked directly to the “wish lists” staff asked the leaders/
superintendents to furnish. Wish list items ranged from grand concepts
to small purchases, and they ultimately collectively covered many of
the priorities identified by the survey. Any wish list item that strongly
correlated to a survey priority was added to the Action Program.

2. Stakeholder and Public Input

As a major component of plan development, staff engaged members
of the community through a formal survey (previous) and outreach
sessions in order to develop a plan that best serves residents’ needs.
Stakeholders, such as local officials and representative user groups,
were also invited to provide feedback and guidance.
Stakeholder Meeting
On April 30, 2019, staff met with a group of stakeholders to ensure
their user groups were represented in the planning process and to
generate partnership opportunities. More than 40 representatives from
PLANNING & PUBLIC INPUT
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municipalities and non-profit agencies attended. A list of attendees
may be found in Appendix G.
At the meeting, staff presented an overview of WCPARC facilities and
programs, provided the results of the community survey, highlighted
significant action program items, and presented the organization’s goals.
Afterward, representatives broke into smaller groups to generate dialog.
A series of questions were posed:
• Why are parks/preserves/recreation important in your community?
How does WCPARC support this? Where can we improve?
• List the top two important initiatives/priorities for WCPARC. State
which Goals and Objectives the priorities support.
• Discuss community/organization initiatives that could benefit from
a partnership. List the top initiative.
In general, stakeholders stated that parks and recreation were
important to enhance fitness and wellbeing, provide opportunities to
socialize, and protect the environment. They stated WCPARC supports
this through offering diverse recreation opportunities and leveraging
funds through partnership opportunities. Some groups suggested
that WCPARC could improve communication and visibility in the
community, have an increased presence in under-served townships
(including rural), and decrease users fees.

Public Input
Three public engagement sessions were held to gather input from
county residents. Meetings occurred on May 7, 2019, at the Ypsilanti
District Library; May 9, 2019, at the Village of Manchester Offices; and
May 16, 2019, at the Whitmore Lake Elementary School. These sites
were selected to gather public input from various geographic locations
in the county, as well as provide an opportunity for underrepresented
communities to participate in the planning process.
Attendees of the Ypsilanti Township meeting expressed the most
interest in non-motorized trail development. Additionally, access to
historical Parker Mill and protection of natural areas were determined
important. Manchester Township participants had a strong desire
for capitalizing on recreation as a tool for economic development.
Particularly there was continued interest in constructing a nonmotorized trail from the Village of Manchester to Brooklyn in Lenawee
County and development of Watkins Lake State Park and County
Preserve. There was also a desire for WCPARC to continue to leverage
resources and collaborate with communities. The meeting at
Whitmore Lake provided an opportunity for a more personal discussion
due to low meeting turnout. Public comments expressed the desire for
walkability in the community. There was also support for more nonmotorized trails.
A summary of public comments may be found in Appendix G.

Initiatives that multiple groups reported as important were
connectivity through of public places through a non-motorized trail
network, improved recreation equity—both geographically and in
underserved communities, enhanced programming opportunities, and
improved affordability. All top initiatives were supported by the Parks
and Recreation Commission’s goals and objectives.
This meeting also provided an opportunity to discuss potential partner
projects with WCPARC and other attendees, including summer day
camp, recreation on the Raisin and Saline rivers, and continued
construction of the non-motorized trail network.
A summary of stakeholder comments may be found in Appendix G.
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F. Draft Plan Review & Public Hearing

Prior to adoption, a draft version of the Master Plan was made
available to the public for review and comment on August 22. 2019,
via the WCPARC website: washtenaw.org/parks. A Public Hearing for
the draft plan was held on September 25, 2019. The meeting was
advertised on the County website, email sent to stakeholders/public
meeting attendees, posted on the WCPARC Facebook page, and posted
at various park facilities. An affidavit of publication for the Public
Hearing and a summary of public comments stated during the review
period may be found in Appendix G.

CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

to reflect the changing community, recreation trends, and professional
standards. Staff and Commissioners have developed and revised the
goals and objectives at various meetings, including a comprehensive
staff workshop. Members of the public and stakeholders were given
the opportunity to provide input at public engagement sessions
at which a consensus among participants indicated the goals and
objectives were comprehensive and support the Mission Statement.

B. Goals, Objectives and Support

Goal 1: Provide a Comprehensive Parks & Recreation System
Develop, operate, manage, and maintain a comprehensive parks and
recreation system to meet present and future needs of Washtenaw
County residents.
Childerns swim lessons at the Meri Lou Murray Recreation Center

VI. GOALS & OBJECTIVES
A. Development

Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC)
goals and objectives guide the direction of the organization. Their
development is an essential component of the planning process
and takes into consideration information presented throughout this
document, including:
• WCPARC’s mission statement (Section I)
• Physical characteristics of the County (Section II)
• Land use and transportation (Section II)
• Demographics (existing and projected) (Section II)
• Evaluation of existing park facilities, especially through the
lenses of natural and built features, accessibility, programming,
maintenance, deficiencies compared to needs and trends,
revenues and expenditures, and geographic proximity to users
• Input from Parks and Recreation Commission, staff, public, and
other entities with a vested interest in the county park system
(Appendix G)
As expected, WCPARC goals and objectives have evolved over the years

Objectives:
A. Plan initiatives with special awareness of the changes in the
County’s population, transportation patterns, and local economy.
B. Adopt specific development plans for each facility in the system
based on identified needs and resource capabilities.
C. Seek a geographically equitable distribution of parks and
recreation facilities throughout Washtenaw County. Acquire
land for future park, preserve, and facility development, when
appropriate and available.
D. Balance revenue and non-revenue generating facilities and
programs, ensuring financial stability of the system.
E. Implement energy efficiency measures to protect natural resources
and reduce operating expenditures.
F. Assure the best possible recreation experience by giving special
attention to site development, regular maintenance, and security.
G. Provide and promote a variety of year-round recreation
experiences that promote a healthy lifestyle.
Support:
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission seeks to provide
residents with a variety of recreation opportunities that reflect the
diverse needs of the community. In formulating this goal, the Parks
and Recreation Commission considered local and national recreation
trends. Surveys indicate that fitness sports continue to be the primary
GOALS & OBJECTIVES
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way in which people participate in physical activity, and that there
is increasing interest in participants engaging in activities with a
partner. Evaluation of recreation trends and the 2018 Community Needs
Assessment also indicate an increased interest in winter recreation,
which is of particular significance when considering expanding
recreation programming.
To ensure that sites are developed appropriately for the community
and to consider diverse recreation opportunities, a site master plan
is generally prepared for the larger parks in the system. These plans
consider public input and are adopted by the Parks and Recreation
Commission. Once established, ongoing discussions between park
management and staff ensure facilities are well-maintained and
developed appropriately. Likewise, WCPARC strives to implement
energy saving measures to reduce its environmental footprint and
assist with fiscally-responsible planning. Moreover, the Parks and
Recreation Commission has recently adopted the Washtenaw County
Board of Commissioners initiative for carbon neutrality.
As a county agency, it is important to seek equitable geographic
distribution of recreation resources. Gaps have been identified after
review of existing facilities; therefore, it is important to consider new
facility development, programming assistance, or resource partnership
where WCPARC does not have a presence and there is a documented
need. In addition, consideration should be given to alternative
forms of transportation and the ability for residents to access
facilities. Therefore, opportunities may exist in the Ann Arbor Area
Transportation Authority service area and locations along the Borderto-Border Trail.

B. Provide and/or improve the accessibility in all parks and recreation
facilities for patrons through the implementation of universal
design principles.
C. Encourage multi-generational participation through design of
facilities and programs.
D. Provide a variety of low or no-cost recreational opportunities.
E. Purposefully address racial equity in budgeting, policy, and
planning decisions.
Support:
WCPARC seeks to provide a variety of recreation opportunities in
which all residents and visitors in the county can participate. When
developing facilities or programs, WCPARC must consider the diverse
interests of the community. The 2018 WCPARC Community Needs
Assessment indicated that adult fitness classes continue to be the
primary need for county residents. In addition, the survey indicated a
strong desire for winter programming and recreation opportunities.
Another way to address the diverse demographics of the county is to
support the significant and stable portion of the county population
that are foreign-born, which includes but is not limited to refugees,

Goal 2: Recreation Opportunities for All
Provide recreation opportunities to all patrons, regardless of
age, gender, gender identity, physical or mental ability, race, or
socioeconomic status.
Objectives:
A. Expand the type and scope of recreation opportunities available to
County residents.
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Camp Big Heart provides individuals with intellectual disabilities a week
of camp-like experiences

students, and naturalized citizens. One way in which WCPARC could
bolster support would be to include park amenities and programs
that are popular in other cultures. About 15,000 county residents also
do not speak English “very well” and would benefit from provision of
WCPARC materials in multiple languages.
Universal design is an on-going endeavor in the design and renovation
of WCPARC facilities to ensure service to the 8.8% of the population
with disabilities, but in a way that makes the facilities usable for
everyone, without the need for adaptation or specialized design.
Programming should also consider invisible disabilities, such as those
living with cognitive dysfunctions, brain injuries, and mental health
disorders, as well as hearing and vision impairments.
To attend to difference in resident income, WCPARC should continue
to provide no or low cost options and evaluate efficient access public
recreation facilities and services in lower-income areas. Likewise, the
organization supports the broader Washtenaw County initiative to
address racial equity in planning decisions.

Goal 3: Resource Protection
Preserve and enhance the existing natural, historic, and cultural
resources in Washtenaw County, thereby providing opportunities for
interaction with the natural and built environment and promoting
greater understanding of these resources.
Objectives:
A. Use thoughtful, deliberate planning and design principles to
develop, manage, and maintain the historic/cultural assets that
are unique to Washtenaw County.
B. Administer the Natural Areas Preservation Program to ensure the
preservation and protection of unique natural areas.
C. Implement science-based land management best practices to
protect natural resources and promote biodiversity.
D. Offer interpretive programs designed to promote a better
understanding of and increased engagement with the natural
environment and historical/cultural resources.

Support:
Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners initiative Ordinance No. 128
established the Natural Areas Preservation Program (NAPP) and tasked
WCPARC with its management. NAPP established nature preserves,
protects critical habitat, and preserves productive agricultural land in the
county. The county spans a large enough area to cover diverse systems at
multiple scales. There are three ecoregions; ten types of glacial soil; five
river watersheds; an abundance of creeks with different microhabitats;
and numerous vegetation communities. Deliberate land conservation
planning is necessary to capture each system into WCPARC’s portfolio,
and science-based land management is critical as the portfolio grows
and as natural systems become more threatened.
WCPARC also manages three historical parks and other culturallysignificant resources within many of its facilities. These resources
contribute to a vibrant community and help connect patrons to
Washtenaw County’s unique heritage through interpretive and
educational programs.
Goal 4: Connectivity through Trails & Greenways
Develop an interconnected network of open spaces, recreation facilities,
and trails to promote placemaking, enhance quality-of-life, offer health
benefits, and provide non-motorized transportation options.
Objectives:
A. Prioritize connectivity between publicly accessible parks and
natural areas.
B. Design trails to highlight destinations, recreational amenities, and
natural and cultural features.
C. Pursue linear trail development and land preservation adjacent to
waterways.
D. Assist communities and organizations in completing trail projects
of local or countywide significance.
E. Work with partners to provide trail connections of countywide or
regional significance.
F. Coordinate non-motorized trail development with existing and
planned transportation networks.
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Support:
Non-motorized trails are consistently rated as the most desired
recreation amenity, as evident in past WCPARC surveys dating back to
2002. The 2018 Community Needs Assessment validated there is still
strong support in growing the non-motorized trail network, considering
that trial development received the highest facility Priority Investment
Rating (PIR) (save for the City of Ann Arbor, which rated it number two).
This response was echoed at the stakeholder and public engagement
sessions, as well as support for with greater recreation connectivity
through programming and partnerships. In addition to non-motorized
trail development, there is potential for focus on connectivity of
recreation lands via the local rivers, particularly the Huron River, which
is designated by the National Park System as part of the National Water
Trail System.
As a longstanding priority of WCPARC, the organization is in a unique
position to accomplish significant non-motorized trail development in
the next five years. This is due to greater public-private partnerships
than years past, as well as increased grant and millage monies
available to expedite connectivity throughout the county.

D. Collaborate with outside organizations, both public and private,
to enhance programming, site development, shared technological
knowledge and assistance, education, and stewardship
opportunities.
E. Increase volunteer participation within the park system.
Support:
While the county may be easily able to serve the greatest number of
people near population centers, many of these municipalities have the
resources to fulfill their own daily recreation needs. However, when a
population center is not able to provide recreation services, it is more
imperative that County parks have the extra available resources to step in.
At the stakeholder meeting held for this planning process, one of the
primary needs heard was improving inter-governmental connections in
programming and communication. Citizens at the public meetings and
through surveys expressed similar needs.

Goal 5: Partnerships
Seek opportunities to cooperate and collaborate with a variety of
partners to ensure the efficient development, operation, maintenance,
and stewardship of the park system and to enhance the health and
well-being of the community.
Objectives:
A. Work with local municipalities and organizations in providing
neighborhood and community-scale recreation services, and
provide assistance to these groups.
B. Assist local recreation providers in offering programs in areas of
the County that are currently under-served.
C. Actively pursue opportunities to leverage funding to assist in
programming, site development, property acquisition, and to
facilitate implementation of the capital improvement program.
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Northfield Township trail built with Connecting Communities funds
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The Action Program addresses recommendations for:
• Individual Parks
• Natural Areas Preservation Program
• Trails and Greenways
• Operations: Administration; Maintenance and Planning; and
Environmental Quality
• Programming: Recreational Programming; Nature and Cultural
Interpretation; and Events
The Action Program integrates the WCPARC 2019-2024 Capital
Improvement Projects (CIP) as well as additional items for
consideration. Each Action Item corresponds to the WCPARC goals and
objectives (Section IV). The CIP is included in Appendix D.
Rolling Hills Park day campers at the Water Park

VII. ACTION PROGRAM
As Washtenaw County continues to grow and evolve from what
was historically a rural region defined by agriculture to a suburban
community, the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
(WCPARC) seeks to address the changing needs of area residents. This
includes demand for new recreation amenities and programming,
as well as the need to maintain and improve existing facilities.
Additionally, open space preservation is increasingly important.
The Action Program was developed to help document the
Commission’s priorities over the next five years (2020-2024). The list is
not exhaustive and will continue to evolve based on the community’s
needs. With input from Park Commissioners, staff, and the public, this
section identifies items that support and accomplish WCPARC goals
and objectives identified in Section VI.

Setting bridge along Border-to-Border Trail in Chelsea area
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Table 13 - Parks Action Program
ACTION ITEM

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Cavanaugh Lake County Park
Perform general maintenance activities

1F

Gosline Preserve
Provide limited public access by coordinating boat, kayak and canoe rentals with Independence Lake County Park

4A

Independence Lake County Park
Improve Beach Center area, including outdoor patio, with improved entryway, signage, trails, and staff parking

1B, 1F, 2B

Provide vehicular access and parking for Independence Woods Pavilion

1F

Provide scenic or physical access to the University of Michigan's Mud Lake Bog

4A, 4C

Provide access to Little Independence Lake (via trail, boardwalk, overlook, fishing dock) and vernal pools

3A, 4A

Investigate feasibility for a multiuse building to possibly incorporate a nature interpretation center, space for day
camp, and other year round uses

1A, 1D, 1G, 2A, 2D

Repair/reconstruct boardwalks and renovate observation tower

1D, 1F

Construct new pavilions near Blue Heron Bay and disc golf course

1F, 2C

Replace existing playground

1F, 2B

Implement plan for kayak livery

1A, 1B, 1D, 2A, 2C, 2D

Improve conditions of disc golf course

1F

Explore camping options

1A, 1B, 2A, 2C, 2D

Improve or construct outdoor meeting space

2D

Meri Lou Murray Recreation Center
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Retile locker room floors

1F

Resurface and/or expand parking lot

1F

Make improvements to landscaping, building sightlines, and exterior signage

1F

Renovate pool lighting

1F

Develop a marketing plan

1D

Update HVAC system

1F

Implement recommendations based on feasibility study completed in 2019.

1B

Improve ADA compliance and accessibility of facility and fitness equipment and develop programs for adaptive
recreation

1A, 1G, 2A, 2B

Expand health and wellness programs such as CPR, diabetes prevention and blood pressure

1G, 2A, 2D

Explore implementing a greater range of fitness classes to address multiple levels of abilities and ages

1G, 2A, 2C, 2D

Add winter camps and snow day programs

1G, 2A, 2E

Replace glass block wall in pool area

1F
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Table 13 (Continued)
ACTION ITEM

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Nelson Meade County Farm Park
Improve parking at Platt Road and Medford lots

1F

Install restrooms, new pavilion, and playground at the Medford Lot entrance

1A, 1F

Enhance trail system and provide appropriate access to the neighborhoods surrounding the park

1A, 1F, 4A, 4F

Renovate Park Administration Offices

1F

Renovate and update wayfinding signage, as needed

1F, 4B

Osborne Mill Preserve
Perform general maintenance activities

1F

Add signage visible from river

1F, 4A, 4B

Park Lyndon County Park
Explore possibilities for using cabin for programming

1G, 2A, 3D

Repair the boardwalks and trails throughout the park

1F, 3B

Add new play elements and other amenities to attract families at Park Lyndon

1F, 2C

Explore public access (trail/boardwalk) to the Reith addition

1B, 1F, 3A, 4A, 4B

Collaborate with DNR on a joint trail system, including wayfinding signage improvements

1A, 1B, 1F, 4A, 4E

Replace pavilion and concrete pad at Park Lyndon - south

1F

Park Northfield
Create and implement a park redevelopment plan

1A, 1B, 1F, 2B, 3A

Parker Mill County Park
Improve signage, including interpretive and wayfinding

1F, 3A

Add children’s natural playscape

1A, 1B, 1F, 2C, 2D

Prepare landscape plans for plantings in the location of the former mill pond and reroof greenroof pavilion

1E, 1F, 3A

Collaborate with the partners to improve drainage along Geddes Road and parking lot

1F, 5C

Create historic garden and farm plot for interpretation

1B, 1F, 2A, 3A, 3D

Pierce Lake Golf Course & Park
Improve golf course cart paths, boardwalks, and bridges

1F

Remodel women's restroom in clubhouse

1E, 1F

Renovate the boardwalks, overlooks, fishing platforms, and trails around Pierce Lake

1F, 2B, 2C

Improve drainage, replace sand, and repair bunker edges

1F

Resod various tees

1F

Replace and standardize signage throughout course

1F
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Table 13 (Continued)
ACTION ITEM

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Rolling Hills County Park
Construct pavilions and restrooms/concessions area for soccer participants and spectators

1F, 2B, 2C

Construct mountain bike technical skills course with pavilions, restrooms, and increased parking

1F, 2A, 2B; 5D

Improve active sports fields and investigate Miracle Field construction

1A, 1F, 2B, 5C, 5D, 5E

Improve service yard with bulk storage areas

1F

Replace vault toilets with modern amenities, where feasible

1F, 2C

Add new amenities to the Water Park, including a fourth slide at Plunge Peak, interactive water features, and shade
structures, and improve concessions

1F, 2B

Collaborate with Ypsilanti Township to form a link/trail connection with the adjacent Hewen’s Creek Park

2B, 3A, 4A, 4B, 5D

Increase facility rental opportunities in and adjacent to the Water Park including cabanas and pavilions

1B, 1D, 1F, 2B, 2C

Construct amphitheater to enhance programming

1B, 1F, 2A, 2B, 2C, 3D, 5D

Enhanced disc golf programming and repurpose auxiliary structure

1F, 5D

Construct a fitness course along main paved trail

1A, 1G, 2A, 2D

Investigate additional recreational programming opportunities, i.e. bike rentals

1D, 1F, 2A, 2C, 2D, 5D

Improve pathways to address access to picnic areas and pavilions, and pave Water Park service drive

1F, 2B

Sharon Mills County Park
Implement master site plan elements, including adding a canoe launch, parking, and other rec. amenities

1B, 1F, 2A, 2B, 4D, 5D

Improve exhibits inside the mill building

1F, 3A

Repaint mill building, pavilion, and pergola

1F

Explore options for utilizing generator to supply electricity

1D, 1E, 3A

Partner with Ducks Unlimited to restore farmfield with wetland and grassland

3A, 3B, 3C, 5C, 5D

Construct boardwalk and access to Maly addition

2B, 3A, 4A, 4B

Staebler Farm County Park
Implement Site Master Plan elements such as recreation amenities, circulation, and other site improvements.

1B

Construct multipurpose building

1E, 1F, 1G, 2A, 2B, 2C, 5C

Investigate the feasibility of renovating and repurposing barn structures

1B, 1E, 3A

Design and install interpretive signs

1F, 3D

Superior Center County Park
Explore possibiltiy of collaborative management with Superior Twp

5D

Replace parking lot bollards

1F

Swift Run Dog Park
Explore dog programming opportunities
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1A, 1G, 5A, 5D

Table 14 - Natural Areas Preservation Action Program
ACTION ITEM

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Preserves and Conservation Easements
Provide and improve access and site amenities to preserves to enhance public enjoyment and maintenance

1F, 2B, 3A, 4B

Explore possibility of acquiring land adjacent to existing parks and preserves

1A, 1C, 3A, 3C

Create Stewardship Management Plans for each preserve

1B, 3A, 3B, 3C, 4C

Annually monitor conservation easements as required

3B, 3C

Develop and annually monitor compliance with farm conservation plan

3B, 3C

Continue to manage conservation buffers along rivers where applicable

3B, 3C

Develop process to transition farmland to new farmers, as needed, in order to continue farming on nature preserves
and parkland, where appropriate.

1A, 1D, 3A, 5D

Create ecological inventories to prioritize key natural areas management within parks and preserves.

3B, 3C

Contribute to special revenue fund for future NAPP purchases

1D, 3A, 3B

Table 15 - Trails and Greenways Action Program
ACTION ITEM

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Continue to plan and construct segments of the Border-to-Border Trail (B2B)

1B, 2A, 2C, 3A, 4A, 4C, 4E,
4F, 5C, 5D

Rebuild existing Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti B2B Trail segments, where needed

1B, 1F, 2B, 2E, 3A, 4E,
5C, 5D

Develop and implement a B2B Trail interpretive master plan and wayfinding and signage plan

1B, 1F, 3D, 4B

Develop a B2B Trail maintenance plan and identify resources to establish sustainable source of funding for maintenance

1F, 5C, 5E

Investigate opportunities for camping along B2B Trail

1D, 1F, 2C, 2D, 4B, 5D

Develop connections to Huron River Water Trail

4A, 4C, 4E, 5D

Encourage development of trail towns along B2B Trail system

1A, 4D, 4F, 5A, 5D

Support regional trail connections with partners and adjacent jurisdictions

4C, 4D, 4E, 5D

Work with partners to identify programming opportunities

5A, 5B, 5C, 5D

Support non-motorized trail construction throughout Washtenaw County with financial and in-kind assistance

5C
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Table 16 - Operations Action Program
ACTION ITEM

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Administration
Develop a Communications and Marketing Plan in order to improve the organization's communication tools and
implement a branding strategy

1A, 1D

Expand partnering with communities and organizations to improve the park system

2A, 2E, 5A, 5D

Survey county residents to monitor changing recreation needs and participation, and fulfill unmet needs

1A, 1B, 1C, 2A, 2D

Explore the merits of implementing fee-based programs to offset staffing costs, as appropriate

1D

Hire additional staff to accommodate department communications and community outreach

1A, 1D

Enhance internal controls for facilities (Administration auditing)

1A

Implement racial equity hiring strategies

2E

Consider racial equity in facility planning decisions

1C, 2E

Develop a comprehensive method to track programs and events and analyze data

1A, 1D, 1G, 2A, 2D

Create vision and strategy to diversify volunteer program across the organization.

2A, 2C, 5E

Maintenance and Planning
Repair, restore, and renovate older park facilities to continue to provide safe and high quality recreational amenities

1F, 2B

Implement a computerized asset management program for every facility

1F

Replace picnic tables, signage, parking lot bollards, and other amenities throughout park system, as needed

1F, 2B

Conduct HVAC and lighting assessments, as appropriate

1E, 1F

Explore and integrate energy savings/conservation opportunities

1E, 1F

Improve gardens and plant identification signage where needed

1F, 3A, 3D

Expand horticulture programs and duties, and identify resources needed

2A, 2D, 3A

Improve acoustics for public meeting rooms

1F, 2B

Environmental Quality
Increase volunteer participation for stewardship activities (i.e., trail maintenance/monitoring and invasive species removal) 5E
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Implement and utilize innovative, low-intensity methods/products that conserve energy and develop and implement
strategies for minimizing WCPARC’s ecological footprint

1E, 1F

Improve water quality in lakes, streams, and rivers, where appropriate

1E, 2E, 3A, 3C, 5D
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Table 17 - Programming and Events Action Program
ACTION ITEM

GOALS & OBJECTIVES

Recreational Programming
Expand programs, clincs, and activities that target the recreation needs and interests of the community

1A, 2A, 2C, 2D

Promote creative use of sites and facilities for community activities (e.g., sport competitions, science/art classes,
dance performances, outdoor concerts, etc.)

2A, 2C, 5A, 5B, 5D

Develop and expand sustainable fishing opportunities (i.e., catch and release), by stocking ponds and lakes with game 1G, 2A, 2D, 3C
fish, utilizing floating platforms, and providing boat launches, where appropriate
Develop opportunities for renting canoes/kayaks and build small parking areas to support the activity, where
appropriate

1D, 1F, 2A

Create opportunities for group and individual camping

1A, 2C, 2D, 3D

Develop a new recreation center to service all age groups and improve programming opportunities

1A, 1C, 1D, 1E, 1G, 2A,
2B, 2C, 2E, 5A, 5B, 5C, 5D

Increase winter park use by expanding sledding, ice skating, cross-country skiing, snowshoeing, ice fishing, and other
programming opportunities

1F, 1G, 2A, 2C, 3D, 5D

Investigate feasibility of off-leash dog park at various sites

1A, 2A, 2C, 2D, 3C

Develop facilities for organized sports (e.g., soccer, baseball, etc.)

2A, 2B, 2D, 5A, 5D

Nature and Cultural Intrepretation
Explore opportunities to construct and improve interpretive facilities

1A, 1D, 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D,
2E, 3A, 3D, 5A, 5C, 5D, 5E

Integrate technology into interpretive programming (e.g., exhibits, GPS, videos, etc.)

1F, 2A, 2B, 3A, 3D, 5C, 5D

Develop and maintain interpretive materials (e.g., signage, brochures, etc.)

2D, 3D, 5D

Highlight special or unique features of facilities through various means

2D, 3D, 5D

Expand programming opportunities to reach and connect with diverse groups of patrons

2B, 2C, 2D, 2E, 3A, 3D,
5A, 5B, 5D, 5E

Recruit volunteers and cultivate partnerships to enhance programming opportunities and increase park/preserve
visitation

5E

Increase programming opportunities at historic facilities

3A, 3D, 5D

Events
Increase community festivals and events at major facilities

1A, 2A, 2D, 2C, 3D, 5D

Other
Continue to partner with other agencies including construction of the Ypsilanti Skate Park

1C, 2A, 2E, 4 D, 4E, 5A-D

ACTION PROGRAM
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APPENDIX
A P P E N D I X I – RA
ECOMMENDED

CLASSIFICATION SYSTEM FOR LOCAL AND
R E G I O N A LClassification
R E C R E A TSystem
ION O
E N Sand
P ARegional
C E A NOpen
D TR
A I L and
S Trails
Recommended
forPLocal
Space
Component
Mini-Park

Description
Used to address limited, isolated or unique recreational
needs.

Location Criteria
< 1/4 mile distance in residential
setting.

Size Criteria
Between 2500 SF and 1 acre.

Neighborhood
Park

Basic unit of park system and serves as the recreational and
social focus of the neighborhood. Focus is on informal
active and passive recreation.

1/4 - 1/2 mile distance and
uninterrupted by non-residential
roads and other physical barriers.

5 acres minimum; 5-10 acres
optimal.

School Park

Depending on circumstances, combining parks with school
sites can fulfill the space requirements for other classes of
parks, such as neighborhood, community, sports complex,
and special use.
Serves broader service than neighborhood park. Focus is
on meeting community-based recreation needs, as well as
preserving unique landscape and open spaces.

Determined by location of school
district property.

Variable - depends on function.

Determined by quality and suitability
of site. Usually serves two or more
neighborhoods and 1/2 to 3 mile
distance.
Determined by quality and suitability
of site. Usually serves the entire
community.

As needed to accommodate
desired uses. Usually between 30
and 50 acres.

Resource availability and
opportunity.

Variable

Community Park

Large Urban
Parks

Natural Resources
Area

Large urban parks serve a broader purpose than
community parks and are used when community and
neighborhood parks are not adequate to serve the needs
of the community. Focus is on meeting community-based
recreational needs, as well as preserving unique landscapes
and open spaces.
Lands set aside for preservation of significant natural
resources, remnant landscapes, open space, and visual
aesthetics/buffering.

As needed to accommodate
desired uses. Usually a minimum of
50 acres, with 75 or more acres
being optimal.

Greenways

Effectively tie park system components together to form a
continuous park environment.

Resource availability and
opportunity.

Variable

Sports Complex

Consolidates heavily programmed athletic fields and
associated facilities to larger and fewer sites strategically
located throughout the community.

Strategically located communitywide facilities.

Determined by projected demand.
Usually a minimum of 25 acres,
with 40 - 80 acres being optimal.

Special Use

Covers a broad range of parks and recreation facilities
oriented toward single-purpose use.

Variable - depends on specific use.

Variable

Private Park/
Recreation
Facility

Parks and recreation facilities that are privately owned yet
contribute to the public park and recreation system.

Variable - depends on specific use.

Variable

Component

Description

Description of Each Type

Park Trail

Multipurpose trails located within greenways, parks and
natural resource areas. Focus is on recreational value and
harmony with natural environment.

Connector Trail

Multipurpose trails that emphasize safe travel for
pedestrians to and from parks and around the community.
Focus is as much on transportation as it is on recreation.

On-Street
Bikeways

Paved segments of roadways that serve as a means to
safely separate bicyclists from vehicular traffic.

All-Terrain Bike
Trail

Off-road trail for all-terrain (mountain) bikes.

Type I: Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails for pedestrians or
bicyclists/in-line skaters.
Type II: Multipurpose hard-surfaced trails for pedestrians and bicyclists/inline skaters.
Type III: nature trails for pedestrians. May be hard or soft-surfaced.
Type I: Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails for pedestrians or
bicyclists/in-line skaters in independent ROW (e.g., old railroad ROW).
Type II: Separate/single-purpose hard-surfaced trails for pedestrians or
bicyclists/in-line skaters, typically located in road ROW.
Bike Route: Designated portions of the roadway for the preferential or
exclusive use of bicyclists.
Bike Lane: Shared portions of the roadways that provide separation
between motor vehicles and bicyclists, such as paved shoulders.
Single-purpose loop trials usually located in larger parks and natural
resource areas.

Cross-Country Ski
Trail

Trails developed for traditional and skate-style crosscountry skiing.

Loops trails usually located in larger parks and natural resources areas.

Equestrian Trail

Trails developed for horseback riding.

Loops trails usually located in larger parks and natural resources areas.
Sometimes developed as multipurpose with hiking and all-terrain biking
where conflicts can be controlled.

Adapted from:
Lancaster, R. A., (e.d.). (1983). Recreation, Park and Open Space Standards and Guidelines. Alexandria, VA: National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)
Mertes, J. D. and J. R. Hall. (1995). Park, Recreation, Open Space and Greenway Guidelines. Alexandria, VA: NPRA
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APPENDIX III - SUMMARY OF RECREATION OPPORTUNITIES

APPENDIX B

Local Recreation Opportunities

OTHER PARK FACILITIES

OTHER AGENCY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE RECREATION ACREAGE
PARK NAME

TOTAL ACRES

STATE OF MICHIGAN
Pinckney Recreation Area

11,000

Waterloo Recreation Area

20,000

Sharonville Game Area

4,337

Walter J. Hayes State Park

78

Chelsea Game Area

799

Gregory Game Area

2,687

Goose Lake Game Area

202

Watkins Lake State Park

717

Subtotal:

39,820

HURON-CLINTON METROPOLITAN AUTHORITY
Hudson Mills Metropark

1,536

Dexter Huron Metropark

120

Delhi Metropark

52

Subtotal:

1,708

LOCAL GOVERNMENT PARKS
City of Ann Arbor

2,110

City of Chelsea

32

City of Dexter

12

Village of Manchester and Manchester Township

36

City of Milan

166

Pittsfield Township

1,025

City of Saline

210

Scio Township

367

Superior Township

282

York Township

163

City of Ypsilanti

97

Ypsilanti Township

900

Subtotal:

5,400

GRAND TOTAL:

46,928

NOTE: Not all park acreage is located within Washtenaw County limits.

GOLF COURSES
NAME

COMMUNITY

Ann Arbor Country Club

Ann Arbor

Ann Arbor Golf & Outing Club

Ann Arbor

Barton Hills Country Club

Barton Village

Brae Burn Golf Club

Salem Twp.

Brookside Golf Course

Saline

Downing Farms Golf Course

Salem Twp.

Eagle Crest Golf Club

Ypsilanti

Fox Hills Country Club

Salem Twp.

Georgetown Country Club

Ann Arbor

Green Oaks Golf Course

Ypsilanti

Hickory Creek Golf Club

Superior Twp.

Hudson Mills Metropark Golf Course

Dexter

Huron Hills Golf Course

Ann Arbor

Inverness Country Club

Chelsea

Lake Forest Golf Club

Ann Arbor

Leslie Park Golf Course

Ann Arbor

PIERCE LAKE GOLF COURSE

CHELSEA

Pine View Golf Course

Ypsilanti

Polo Fields Golf & Country Club

Ann Arbor

Radrick Farms Golf Club

Ann Arbor

Rolling Meadows Country Club

Whitmore Lake

Rustic Glen Golf Course

Saline

Salem Hills Golf Club

Salem Twp.

Stonebridge Golf Club

Ann Arbor

Travis Pointe Country Club

Ann Arbor

University of Michigan Golf Course

Ann Arbor

Whitmore Lake Golf Links

Whitmore Lake

Washtenaw Golf Club

Ypsilanti

NOTE: WCPARC facilities are expressed in CAPITAL LETTERS. Data obtained though Google search.

Bird Hills, Barton, & Kuebler Langford Nat. Areas
BORDER-TO-BORDER TRAIL

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

COUNTY FARM PARK

*

*

Creekshead Nature Preserve

*

*

Dolph Nature Area

*

*

*

Furstenberg Nature Area

*

*

*
*

Gallup Park

*

*

*

Hudson Mills Metropark

*

*

*

Huron Hills Cross Country Ski Center
INDEPENDENCE LAKE COUNTY PARK

*

*

Matthaei Botanical Gardens

*

NAPP PRESERVES

*

Nan Weston Preserve at Sharon Hollow

*

Nichols Arboretum

*

*

Olson Park

*

*

OSBORNE MILL PRESERVE

*

*

PARK LYNDON

*
*

Pinckney-Waterloo Hiking Trail

*
*

Pinckney State Recreation Area
*

*

*

*

*

Rodman Memorial Plant Preserve

*

*
*

*

Searles Audubon Nature Preserve

*

*

Sharon Hills Preserve

*

*

*

SHARON MILLS COUNTY PARK

*

Superior Greenway Trail

*

Waterloo State Recreation Area

*

*
*

ROLLING HILLS COUNTY PARK

*

*

Leslie Science Center and Black Pond Woods

PARKER MILL PARK

IN-LINE
SKATING

PADDLING

MOUNTAI
N BIKING

HORSEBA
CK
RIDING
XCOUNTRY
SKIING
WALKING
AND/OR
HIKING

NAME
Bandemer Park and Argo Nature Area

BIKING

TRAILS

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

NOTE: WCPARC facilities are expressed in CAPITAL LETTERS. Table is not inclusive of all trails throughout the County.

CAMPGROUNDS
CAMPGROUNDS
NAME
Detroit Greenfield RV Park
NAME
Friends Lake Community
Detroit Greenfield RV Park
KC Campgrounds
Friends Lake Community
Hayes State Park
KC Campgrounds
Pinckney Recreation Area Glenbrook Yurt
Hayes State Park
Pinckney Recreation Area Blind Lake (rustic)
Pinckney Recreation Area Glenbrook Yurt
Pinckney Recreation Area Bruin Lake (modern)
Pinckney Recreation Area Blind Lake (rustic)
Pinckney Recreation Area Crooked Lake (rustic)
Pinckney Recreation Area Bruin Lake (modern)
Waterloo Recreation Area Green Lake (rustic)
Pinckney Recreation Area Crooked Lake (rustic)
Waterloo Recreation Area Portage Lake (modern)
Waterloo Recreation Area Green Lake (rustic)
Waterloo Recreation Area Sugarloaf Lake (modern)
Waterloo Recreation Area Portage Lake (modern)
Waterloo Recreation Area Equestrian
Waterloo Recreation Area Sugarloaf Lake (modern)
Waterloo Recreation Area Pines (rustic)
Waterloo Recreation Area Equestrian
Waterloo Recreation Area Rustic Cabins
Waterloo Recreation Area Pines (rustic)
Timberland Campground
Waterloo Recreation Area Rustic Cabins

COMMUNITY
Ypsilanti
COMMUNITY
Chelsea
Ypsilanti
Milan
Chelsea
Onsted
Milan
Pinckney
Onsted
Pinckney
Pinckney
Pinckney
Pinckney
Pinckney
Pinckney
Chelsea
Pinckney
Chelsea
Chelsea
Chelsea
Chelsea
Chelsea
Chelsea
Chelsea
Chelsea
Chelsea
Chelsea
Dexter
Chelsea

OWNER
Private
OWNER
Private
Private
Private
Private
State of Michigan
Private
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
State of Michigan
Private
State of Michigan

Timberland Campground

Dexter

Private

DISC GOLF COURSES
DISC
NAMEGOLF COURSES
COMMUNITY
OWNER
Bandemer Park
Ann Arbor
City of Ann Arbor
NAME
COMMUNITY
OWNER
BRATS
Ann Arbor
Private
Bandemer Park
Ann Arbor
City of Ann Arbor
Concordia University
Ann Arbor
Private
BRATS
Ann Arbor
Private
Eastern Michigan University
Ypsilanti
Private
Concordia University
Ann Arbor
Private
Hudson Mills Metropark
Dexter
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority
Eastern Michigan University
Ypsilanti
Private
INDEPENDENCE LAKE COUNTY PARK
WHITMORE LAKE
WCPARC
Hudson Mills Metropark
Dexter
Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority
Mary Beth Doyle Park
Ann Arbor
City of Ann Arbor
INDEPENDENCE LAKE COUNTY PARK
WHITMORE LAKE
WCPARC
Pioneer High School
Ann Arbor
Ann Arbor School District
Mary Beth Doyle Park
Ann Arbor
City of Ann Arbor
Ponds at Lakeshore
Ypsilanti
Private
Pioneer High School
Ann Arbor
Ann Arbor School District
ROLLING HILLS COUNTY PARK
YPSILANTI
WCPARC
Ponds at Lakeshore
Ypsilanti
Private
Tefft Park
Saline
City of Saline
ROLLING HILLS COUNTY PARK
YPSILANTI
WCPARC
Water Works Park DGC
Ypsilanti
City of Ypsilanti
Tefft Park
Saline
City of Saline
Woolley Park
Pittsfield Twp.
Pittsfield Twp.
Water Works Park DGC
Ypsilanti
City of Ypsilanti
NOTE:
WCPARC
facilities
are
expressed
in
CAPITAL
LETTERS
with
the
exception
of BRATS.
Woolley Park
Pittsfield Twp.
Pittsfield
Twp.
NOTE: WCPARC facilities are expressed in CAPITAL LETTERS with the exception of BRATS.

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN LIVERIES AND OPERATORS
NAME
Argo Canoe Livery

COMMUNITY
Ann Arbor

OWNER/OPERATOR
City of Ann Arbor

Brighton Recreation Area

Howell

State of Michigan

Crosswinds Marsh

New Boston

Wayne County Parks

Delhi Metropark

Ann Arbor

Huron-Clinton Metroparks

Gallup Park & Canoe Livery

Ann Arbor

City of Ann Arbor

Heavner Canoe & Kayak Rental Livery

Milford

Private

Independence Oaks County Park

Clarkston

Oakland County Parks

Island Lake State Recreation Area

Brighton

State of Michigan

Kensington Metropark

Milford

Huron-Clinton Metroparks

Lower Huron Metropark

Belleville

Huron-Clinton Metroparks

Michigan Paddlesports & Hobby

Dexter

Private

Newburgh Lake on Hines Drive

Livonia

Wayne County Parks

Outdoor Escorts, LLC

Lake Orion

Private

Pinckney Recreation Area

Pinckney

State of Michigan

Proud Lake Recreation Area

Commerce Township

State of Michigan

Quiet World Sports

Jackson

Private

River Raisin Canoe Livery

Carleton

Private

Riverside Kayak Connection

Wyandotte

Private

Sharonville State Game Area

Manchester

State of Michigan

Skip's Huron River Canoe Livery, LLC

Ann Arbor (Delhi Road)

Private

Tecumseh Paddling Company

Tecumseh

Private

Village Canoe Rentals

Milford

Private

Walter J. Hayes State Park

Onsted

State of Michigan

NOTE: WCPARC facilities are expressed in CAPITAL LETTERS.

COMMUNITY AND SENIOR CENTERS
NAME
Ann Arbor Community Center

COMMUNITY
Ann Arbor

Ann Arbor Senior Center

Ann Arbor

Bryant Community Center

Ann Arbor

Chelsea Senior Center

Chelsea

Dexter Senior Center

Dexter

Jewish Community Center

Ann Arbor

Lincoln Golden Ages Senior Center

Ypsilanti

Manchester Area Senior Citizens Council

Manchester

Milan Seniors for Healthy Living

Milan

Northfield Township Community/Senior Center

Whitmore Lake

Pittsfield Township Senior Center

Pittsfield

Saline Area Senior Center

Saline

UM Turner Senior Resource Center

Ann Arbor

Ypsilanti Senior/Community Center

Ypsilanti

Ypsilanti Township Community Center

Ypsilanti

DOG PARKS
NAME
Dog Park at Broadway Park

COMMUNITY
Ann Arbor

SIZE (AC.)
5

Mill Pond Park

Saline

1

Olson Park Off-Leash Play Area

Ann Arbor

0.5

Paw Run Recreation Area

Webster Township

18

SWIFT RUN DOG PARK*

ANN ARBOR

10

NOTE: WCPARC facilities are expressed in CAPITAL LETTERS. Data obtained though Google search.
*Operated in partnership with the City of Ann Arbor.
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APPENDIX C - NATURAL AREAS PRESERVATION PROGRAM

•
•
•

Natural Areas Ordinance No. 128
ALPAC scoring form
NATAC field review form

Natural Areas Ordinance No. 128
AN ORDINANCE providing procedures and standards for Washtenaw County’s purchase of fee simple or easement interests in natural area
land within Washtenaw County.
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE WASHTENAW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS:
SECTION 1: Declaration of Purpose
The Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners declares that Washtenaw County is a desirable place to live, work and visit in large
part because of the existence of natural areas within the County. Natural areas have aesthetic as well as practical benefits for County citizens. In
addition, the purchase of natural areas can be used to protect fragile lands and environmentally threatened lands. The purchase of natural areas
within the County will further these public benefits. Passive recreation would be appropriate use of this land.
SECTION 2: Definitions
1)
“County Board” means the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners.
2)
“Full Ownership” means fee simple ownership.
3)
“Governmental Agency” means the United States or any agency of the United States, the State of Michigan or any agency of the State of
Michigan, any Township, City or Municipal Corporation.
4)
“Natural Areas Land” means any land, including that used for agricultural purposes, which provides the function of conserving natural
resources, including the promotion of the conservation of soils, wetlands and waterways, habitat, and special plants, animals, and plant
communities.
5)
“Parks and Recreation Commission” means the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission.
6)
“Passive Recreation” means walking, jogging, bird watching, nature studies, quiet picnicking and other quiet inactive pastimes.
7)
“Property Owner” means the party or parties having the fee simple ownership interest in land.
SECTION 3: Authorization
Pursuant to MCLA 46.358, the Parks and Recreation Commission has the right to purchase and hold real estate in the name of the County.
SECTION 4: Advisory Committees
A.
Natural Areas Technical Advisory Committee
1)
The County Board shall create and appoint, upon recommendation of the Parks and Recreation Commission, a seven-member body
under this Ordinance to be named the Natural Areas Technical Advisory Committee (“NATAC”). NATAC shall function as an advisory body to assist
the Parks and Recreation Commission in determining whether it should purchase a particular natural areas parcel offered for sale to the County.

Policies and Operating Procedures of NATAC shall be established by the Parks and Recreation Commission.
2)
NATAC members must be County residents. At least one member shall be appointed who has demonstrable level of expertise in each of
the following professions: (a) fisheries biology/aquatic ecology; (b) botany/forestry; (c) wildlife management; (d) professional land use planning; (e)
environmental education; (f) professional real estate or development practice; and (g) land trust/conservation. In addition, the County Board may
appoint ex-officio members.
3)
NATAC members shall serve two-year terms, except that the initial terms of four of the members shall be for a three-year period. The
County Board may reappoint members to successive terms. The County Board shall have the discretion to remove NATAC members for good cause.
NATAC members shall not be compensated for their services but shall be reimbursed for attending meetings and for mileage as provided under the
Rules of the County Board.
4)
The County Board may terminate NATAC upon approval of 2/3 of the County Board elected and serving.
5)
Individual NATAC members shall disclose any potential conflict of interest and abstain from any discussion or voting on the matter in
which he/she has a conflict.
B.
Agricultural Lands Preservation Advisory Committee
1)
The Agricultural Lands Preservation Advisory Committee (ALPAC), as established by the Washtenaw County Purchase of Development
Rights Ordinance as adopted by the County Board on September 5, 2007, shall assist the Parks and Recreation Commission in determining
whether it should purchase the Development Rights on a particular parcel as well as how much the County should pay for those rights.

SECTION 5: Application Process
1)
Either the Parks and Recreation Commission or a property owner may initiate discussion pertaining to the sale of natural areas property to
the County. A property owner interested in selling natural areas land to the County shall complete an application on a form provided by the Parks
and Recreation Commission. Completed applications shall be forwarded to the Parks and Recreation Commission.
2)
The Parks and Recreation Commission shall forward all completed applications to the following groups for advisory opinions: (1) the local
unit where the natural areas property is located; (2) NATAC or ALPAC as appropriate. NATAC and ALPAC shall co-operate with each other and the
Parks and Recreation Commission as necessary to fulfill their respective duties under the Ordinance.
3)
NATAC or ALPAC as appropriate shall give the Parks and Recreation Commission an advisory opinion on the following issues: (1) should
the Parks and Recreation Commission purchase the natural areas under review; and (2) how much the Parks and Recreation Commission should
pay for that property. NATAC or ALPAC shall evaluate the applications based on the criteria in this Ordinance and the Washtenaw County Purchase
of Development Rights Ordinance to determine which properties the Parks and Recreation Commission should appraise for possible purchase.
4)
State Certified Appraisers, selected by the Parks and Recreation Commission shall complete the appraisals. Any Parks and Recreation
Commission selected Appraiser shall immediately disclose any conflict of interest he/she might have in appraising the property. The Parks and
Recreation Commission shall choose an alternate Appraiser if a conflict of interest is discovered. Appraisals shall be in writing and will be furnished
to the property owner for review. The Parks and Recreation Commission or property owner may point out errors of fact, provided however, that
only the Appraiser may correct the appraisal.
5)
The Parks and Recreation Commission shall review the recommendations from the local unit and NATAC or ALPAC on whether the natural
areas property should be purchased and at what price.
6)
The Parks and Recreation Commission at a regularly scheduled or special meeting shall make the final decision on whether to purchase

the natural areas property and at what price. Notwithstanding any advisory recommendations, the Parks and Recreation Commission has
complete discretion to determine whether to purchase any proposed natural areas property and may decide not to buy any particular property if it
finds that such action is in the County’s best interest. The opportunity for donation and/or matching funds may be part of the decision to purchase
the property. The Parks and Recreation Commission shall direct that a Phase I environmental audit be completed prior to the completion of the
purchase.
7)
After agreeing to purchase a natural areas property, the Parks and Recreation Commission shall direct the Office of Corporation Counsel to
complete the documents necessary to complete the transaction.
SECTION 6: Criteria for Deciding Whether to Purchase Natural Areas Land.
The Parks and Recreation Commission and NATAC or ALPAC will use the criteria below to evaluate property and the Parks and Recreation
Commission shall use such criteria when deciding whether to purchase a particular parcel.
A.
Natural Areas
•
Public Water Resources:  property with water resources frontage; property located in a headwaters area important to protect water
quality; property which overlies a groundwater recharge area that supports a public water supply; or, property which includes wetlands.
•
Special Plants, Animals and Plant Communities:  property which supports wildlife populations or habitat or adds to already protected
property/ies which would protect wildlife populations or habitat; property which has plant species listed by the State of Michigan as “Endangered,”
“Threatened,” or “Special Concern,” and/or unique vegetative communities.
•
Recreation and Scientific Values:  property, which provides public access to public waters or trails or protects a trail corridor; or, property,
which is a well-documented site of scientific study.
•
Proximity to Protected Land:  property, which abuts or is otherwise integral to a permanently protected tract of public or private land
being held for conservation or recreation purposes.
B.
Agricultural Lands
•
Characteristics of the farmland:  prime and unique soils, size, percentage of property in agricultural use, scenic historic or architectural
features, scenic view.
•
Potential for development pressure:  adjacent land uses, adjacent land use designation, amount of road frontage, proximity to public
sanitary sewer/water.
•
Leverage:  Percentage of funding from other sources, including willingness of landowner to accept a percentage of the appraised value of
the development rights on the property.
•
Open space value:  Proximity to existing private and/or public protected land, regardless of use.

SECTION 7: Supplemental Funds
Supplemental or matching funds from other Governmental Agencies or private sources may become available to pay a portion of the cost
of acquiring natural areas property within the County. The County Board authorizes such funds to be used to purchase natural areas properties
within the County.

SECTION 8: Natural Areas Acquisition Fund
Available funding for the purchase of natural areas land shall be deposited in a special fund in the office of the Washtenaw County
Treasurer (“Acquisition Fund”). Money in such Acquisition Fund may be temporarily deposited in such institutions or invested in such obligations
as may be lawful for the investment of County money.
The revenues from the deposit and/or investment of the Acquisition Fund along with the revenues from the sale of any natural areas
property purchased pursuant to this Ordinance shall be applied and used solely for the purchase, stewardship and administration of natural areas
land (75%) and agricultural development rights (25%) under this Ordinance.
SECTION 9: Condemnation
No funds generated from any source that are used to procure natural area lands under this Ordinance shall be used to condemn any public
or private property.
SECTION 10: Severability
Any provision of this Ordinance which is found by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, void or illegal shall in no way affect,
impair or invalidate any other provision contained in the Ordinance and such other provisions shall remain in full force and effect.
SECTION 11: Amendments
This Ordinance may only be amended by a majority vote of the County Board members elected and serving.
SECTION 12: Repeal of Conflicting Ordinances
All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict or inconsistent with the provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of
such inconsistencies or conflicts.
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SCORING AND EVALUATION SYSTEM
Natural Areas Preservation Program – Agricultural Land Preservation Advisory
Committee

PART
I. Eligibility
II Characteristics of Farmland
III Potential for development pressure
IV Leveraged Properties
V Open space/Natural area value

ALPAC SCORE:
TOTAL POINTS =
110
Yes/No
35
33
25
20

I. Eligibility
Property must meeting all eligibility requirements
A. Land not already protected.
B. Agricultural a permitted use according to local zoning.
C. Current land use of nominated property. (agriculture or 'other eligible land')
D. Local Government Master Plan calls for agriculture.
E. Site is free of contamination

II. Characteristics of Farmland
A. Quality of Soils
Scores will range 0-10
(Total acres of prime, unique and locally important soils on the nominated property)/(Total
acreage of the nominated property) X 10 = Score

1

Administrative Revision 03/19

B. Size of parcel offered for development rights purchase
ACREAGE

ALPAC SCORE

200+ acres
101 acres - 199 acres
80 acres - 100 acres
16 acres - 79 acres
5 acres - 15 acres

10
9
8
5
3

C. Farmland in Agricultural Use1
% OF PROPERTY IN AGRICULTURAL USE
90% +
76 - 90%
61 - 75%
51 - 60%

ALPAC SCORE
10
8
6
4

D. Irrigation
2 points if irrigated2
E. Scenic, historical or architectural features*
FEATURES
Farm site provides a scenic vista
Farm site provides an accent
Farm site contains historic element

ALPAC SCORE
2
1
1

Scenic = Property displaying3 open farm field along ¼ mile or more of road frontage; or the
property fronts on two roads; or a woods/wetland visible from the road according to aerial
imagery
Accent = property displaying open farm field along less than ¼ mile of road frontage
Parcels with very little road frontage get 0.
Historic = “historic site or structure” box on nomination form is checked; or a structure on
the site is >50 years old4 and that structure is visible from the road
1
2

Includes grazing land, forages (hay), and fence rows
Permanent infrastructure only, such as wells, pivot systems, etc.

Farm field must actually be visible from a road, determined by Google Street View, aerial imagery, photos, or knowledge of
the site. Assume visibility if unsure.

3

2
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III. Potential for Development Pressure
A. Septic Suitability
Score will range 0-10.
Use the option that is the most limiting
(Total acres of soils with seasonal high water table at depth greater than 1 foot) / (Total acres
of applicant property) X 10 = Score5
OR
(Total acres of soils with slight or moderate limitation on septic) / (Total acres of applicant
property) x 10 = Score6
B. Adjacent Land Use7
% OF PERIMETER IN AG OR NATURAL AREA USE
75 - 100%
50 - 74%
25 - 49%
Less than 25%

ALPAC SCORE
6
4
2
0

C. Adjacent Land Use Designation8
PERCENT OF PERIMETER DESIGNATED AS AG.
LAND USE/ZONING (include conservation zoning
or its equivalent)
75 - 100%
50 - 74%
25 - 49%
Less than 25%

ALPAC SCORE
5
3
1
0

D. Amount of Road Frontage9
FRONTAGE
ALPAC SCORE
> 2640 feet 5
National Park Service, “National Register FAQ,” U.S. Dept of the Interior, accessed 01/22/18,
https://www.nps.gov/nr/faq.htm#restrictions.
5 Consistent with Washtenaw County Environmental Health guidance
6
Added 03/19 after 02/19 ALPAC motion
7 "Adjacent" includes land separated by roadway
8 Refer to zoning ordinance
9 If property bisected by roadway, score both sides of road
4

3
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2000 - 2640 feet
1000-1999 feet
500 - 999 feet
200 - 499 feet
0 - 200 feet

4
3
2
1
0

E. Proximity to Existing Public Sanitary Sewer/Water Service Area10
PROXIMITY11
5 miles or more from existing sewer area
(minimal development pressure)
2 to 5 miles from existing sewer area
1/2 mile to 2 miles from existing sewer area
Less than 1/2 mile from existing sewer area

ALPAC SCORE
0
2
4
7

IV. Leveraged Properties12
A. Farmland in which matching funds from other sources accompany application
% FUNDING FROM OTHER SOURCES
75%+
50 - 74%
25 - 49%
0 to 24%

ALPAC SCORE
15
12
9
6

B. Applicant's willingness to accept a % of appraised value of the development rights
of the property
% APPRAISED VALUE ACCEPTED
< 40%
40 - 59%
60 - 75%
76 - 90%
>90%

ALPAC SCORE
10
8
6
4
0

Information available from Washtenaw County Environmental Health, in GIS.Enterprise; if in doubt, ask about community
utility systems.
11 Proximity measured along roadways, not as the crow flies
12 ALPAC reviews unleveraged property scores before leveraged scores
10

4
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V. Open Space Value
A. Proximity to Existing Private and/or Public Protected Lands
PROXIMITY
Adjacent
Within 1 mile
Greater than one mile

ALPAC SCORE
5
3
0

B. Natural features supported by protection of agricultural land
NATURAL FEATURE
Contains Bioreserve site13
Special Plants, animals and plant communities
(S1-4) as described by the Michigan Natural
Features Inventory (MNFI)14
Recreation and Scientific value15

ALPAC SCORE
5
5
5

HRWC/WCPARC Bioreserve Assessment
For initial scoring, use landowner provided information owner wetlands, or MNFI defined special plants, communities or
animals; update with greater experience with property.
15 Score if used by school groups of similar entities
13
14

5

NATAC NOMINATION - FIELD REVIEW WORKSHEET
GENERAL DESCRIPTION
Project Name:
Location:
Current Use:
NATURAL AREA MAPPED PRIORITY
[ ] Yes - Patch Expansion
[ ] Yes - Corridor
NOTES:

Fee Simple or
Size (acres):
Date of Visit:

[ ] Yes - New Patch Establishment
[ ] Yes - Stream Protection

Easement (circle one)

[ ] Yes - Lake Plain Ecoregion
[ ] No

PROXIMITY TO OTHER WCPARC LAND
[ ] not proximal
[ ] in general vicinity
[ ] adjoins land that has the potential to be [ ] would be expansion of existing preserve
protected, and that property adjoins
protected land
NOTES:
PROXIMITY TO OTHER OWNED PRESERVED LAND
[ ] Yes - Township
[ ] Yes - Greenbelt
[ ] Yes - Legacy Land Conservancy
[ ] Yes - SMLC

[ ] Yes - Other
[ ] No

NOTES:
PROPERTY COMPLICATIONS
[ ] Trails require full boardwalk
[ ] Access requires other private land;
removing significant trees; paving wetlands; [ ] Site has debris too costly to remove
or other undesirable actions
NOTES:
FIELD ASSESSMENT

[ ] Building envelope or exclusion
complications

Names of Assessors:

ECOSYSTEMS
Please check all that apply:
Palustrine
[ ] Submergent marsh

Terrestrial
[ ] Dry prairie

[ ] Emergent marsh

[ ] Oak savanna

[ ] Wet meadow

[ ] Mesic southern forest (beech-maple)

[ ] Wet/mesic prairie

[ ] Dry southern forest (oak-hickory)

[ ] Lakeplain forest or prairie

[ ] Other upland forest

How many veg communities are present?
Include all, not just ones listed to the left.

Do we already have a preserve with a similar
set of ecosystems?

[ ] Fen
[ ] Bog
[ ] Inundated shrub swamp (buttonbush)

Other
[ ] River/Lake/Pond/Creek

[ ] Southern shrub-carr

[ ] Old farm fields

[ ] Floodplain forest

[ ] Active farm fields

[ ] Other forested wetland

[ ] Evidence of restoration

List rare, threatened, or endangered species;
evidence thereof; or critical habitat present:

DEBRIS
Describe debris found on the site:

1

NATAC NOMINATION - FIELD REVIEW WORKSHEET
INVASIVE SPECIES
Distribution
[ ] pervasive
[ ] within interior
[ ] large monotypic stands

Associated Species

NOTES

[ ] primarily along trails and edges
[ ] isolated pockets
INVENTORY
List all wildlife species seen

List plant species seen, to the best of your ability

FIELD NOTES
According to your area of expertise, what is important about this site?

2
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APPENDIX D

•
•

2019-2024 WCPARC Capital Improvement Projects
Organizational Chart

PROJECT
Concession feasibility study
Lazy River-Install new Diamond Brite surfacing
Replace 3 pumps
Admissions cueing lines
Admission shade structures
Concessions generators
Gatehouse replacement
Disc Golf Pads
Slide Mountain replacement slides
Waterworks replacement (end of peninsula in main pool)
Replace prairie vault with modern restroom facility
Birthday party rentable space within water park
Maintenance bulk storage
Fourth slide at Plunge Peak
Expand water park parking
Soccer - phase 2 (active fields)
Fishing pier (south side of pond)
Rustic campground
Construct mountain bike technical skills course with pavilions, restrooms
and parking
Wave generation baffle system
Construct amphitheater to enhance programming
Renovate concessions
Gatehouse replacement
New phone / tech line - BHB to BC; Gatehouse
Install permanent concessions generator (Beach Center)
Kayak livery (include shower; repave BC access)
Regravel entry drive & Beach Center parking lot
Disc Golf Pads
Gelcoat Blue Heron Bay water slides
Repair / reconstruct boardwalks
Beach Center patio area / redesign
Blue Heron Bay leak detection & piping fix
New shop / storage / bulk storage
Remove and replace playground new Meadows Edge
Entryway redesign / add second lane
Pave trail around Beach Center
Small pavilion outside Blue Heron Bay
Construct pavilion at disc golf (hole 1)
Carpenter property addition cleanup
Repave existing paved paths
Construct and pave path from Jennings to BHB
Yurts; rustic campground

LOCATION
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills

BUDGET
15,000
600,000
400,000
20,000
50,000
35,000
155,000
30,000
250,000
25,000
250,000
70,000
60,000
100,000
250,000
250,000
40,000
500,000

YEAR
2019
2020
2019
2024
2019
2020
2019
2020
2024
2023
2022
2022
2022
2023
2024
2024
2024
2024

PRIORITY
3
1
1
5
5
4
5
3
1
5
5
3
4
5
3
3
5
3

Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Rolling Hills
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake

500,000

2024

5

2023
2021
2019
2019
2020
2020
2019
2020
2021
2021
2023
2020
2024
2022
2024
2024
2023
2023
2024
2022
2022
2024

5
3
5
4
4
3
5
3
1
1
5
1
4
5
3
5
3
3
3
5
5
3

Provide vehicular access and parking for Independence Woods Pavilion
Provide physical access to UM Mud Lake Bog
Provide access to Little Independence Lake and vernal pools
Feasibility Study for Nature Center incl. space for day camp; outdoor
meeting space
Feasibility Study
Renovations including design and engineering

Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake

2024
2024
2024

5
5
5

75,000
1,000,000

2024
2019
2021

5
3
3

475,000
100,000

2021
2021

3
4

Independence Lake
Meri Lou Murray
Meri Lou Murray

Parking area: expand / reconfigure parking; sidewalk lights; drop off lane Meri Lou Murray
Pool lighting
Meri Lou Murray

150,000
42,700
100,000
30,000
150,000
200,000
30,000
20,000
190,000
200,000
200,000
250,000
240,000
250,000
50,000
150,000
200,000
600,000
200,000
250,000

Priorities
1 - Health and Safety
2 - Regulatory (local, state, federal, or grant source)
3 - Customer Service: Revenue Generator
4 - Customer Service: Efficiency and Operational Savings
5 - Customer Service: Facility Enhancement

Repave existing paved paths
Construct and pave path from Jennings to BHB
Yurts; rustic campground

Independence Lake
Independence Lake
Independence Lake

600,000
200,000
250,000

2022
2022
2024

5
5
3

Provide vehicular access and parking for Independence Woods Pavilion Independence Lake
2024
5
Provide physical access to UM Mud Lake Bog
Independence Lake
2024
5
Provide access to Little Independence Lake and vernal pools
Independence Lake
2024
5
Feasibility Study for Nature Center incl. space for day camp; outdoor
meeting space
Independence
Lake
2024
5
PROJECT
LOCATION
YEAR YEAR
PRIORITY
PROJECT
LOCATIONBUDGET BUDGET
PRIORITY
Concession feasibility study
Priorities
Feasibility Study
Meri
Lou
Murray Rolling Hills
75,000
2019 2019 3 3 Priorities
Concession
feasibility study
Rolling
Hills
15,000 15,000
Lazy River-Install new Diamond Brite surfacing
Rolling Hills
600,000 2020
1
1 - Health and Safety
Renovations
including
design and
engineering
Meri
Lou
Murray Rolling Hills
1,000,000
2021
Lazy
River-Install
new Diamond
Brite
surfacing
Rolling
Hills
600,000 400,000
2020 2019 31 1 12 --Regulatory
Health and
Replace 3 pumps
(local,Safety
state, federal, or grant source)
Admissions
cueing
lines
Rolling
Hills
20,000
2024
5
Service:(local,
Revenuestate,
Generator
Replace 3 pumps
Rolling Hills
400,000 2019
1
23 --Customer
Regulatory
federal, or grant source)
shade
structures
4 - Customer Service: Efficiency and Operational Savings
50,000
2019 3 5
Parking area:
expand
/ reconfigure parking;Admission
sidewalk
lights;
drop off lane Meri
Lou
Murray Rolling Hills
475,000
2021
Admissions
cueing
lines
Rolling
Hills
20,000
2024
5
3
Customer
Service:
Revenue
Generator
Concessions generators
Rolling Hills
35,000 2020
4
5 - Customer Service: Facility Enhancement
Pool lighting
Meri
Lou
Murray Rolling Hills
100,000
2021
Admission
shade structures
Rolling
Hills
50,000 155,000
2019 2019 45 5 4 - Customer Service: Efficiency and Operational Savings
Gatehouse replacement
Disc Golf Pads
30,000
Reroof area over
gym and track
Meri
Lou
Murray Rolling Hills
90,000
2021
14 3 5 - Customer Service: Facility Enhancement
Concessions
generators
Rolling
Hills
35,000 250,000
2020 2020
Slide Mountain replacement slides
Rolling Hills
2024
1
Paint
exterior
of
building
Meri
Lou
Murray
150,000
2022
5
Gatehouse replacement
Hills
155,000 25,000
2019 2023 5 5
Waterworks replacement (end of peninsula inRolling
main pool)
Rolling Hills
Replace prairie vault with modern restroom facility
NewGolf
digital
entry way signs
Meri
Lou
Murray Rolling Hills
30,000
2022
Disc
Pads
Rolling
Hills
30,000 250,000
2020 2022 53 5
Birthday party rentable space within water park
Rolling Hills
2022
3
Replace
furnacereplacement
/ AC Units slides
Pierce
30,000 70,000
2019
Slide
Mountain
RollingLake
Hills Golf Course
250,000
2024 2022 41 4
Maintenance bulk storage
Rolling Hills
60,000
New Irrigation
pump system
Pierce
130,000
2020
Fourth
slide atpool)
Plunge Peak
Rolling Hills
Waterworks
replacement
(end of peninsula
in main
RollingLake
Hills Golf Course
25,000 100,000
2023 2023 45 5
water park parking
Rolling Hills
250,000
2024
3
Repave parking
lot and
entry
pathways
andExpand
delivery
Pierce
250,000
2019
Replace
prairie vault
with
modern
restroom
facility path
RollingLake
Hills Golf Course
250,000 250,000
2022 2024 35 3
Soccer - phase 2 (active fields)
Rolling Hills
Replace cart
paths,
boardwalks
and bridges
Pierce
1,080,000
2020
Rolling Hills
Birthday
party
rentable
space within
waterFishing
parkpier (south side of pond)
RollingLake
Hills Golf Course
70,000 40,000
2022 2024 33 5
Rustic campground
Rolling Hills
Remodel women's
restroom
Pierce
30,000
2022
Maintenance
bulk storage
RollingLake
Hills Golf Course
60,000 500,000
2022 2024 54 3
Construct mountain bike technical skills course with pavilions, restrooms
Landscape
trees
to hide maintenance
area
Pierce
10,000 500,000
2021
Fourth
slidescreen;
at Plunge
Peak
RollingLake
Hills Golf Course
100,000
2023 2024 55 5
and parking
Rolling Hills
Replacewater
front entrance
sign
Pierce
12,000 2020
53
Wave generation baffle system
Rolling Hills
Expand
park parking
RollingLake
Hills Golf Course
250,000
2024
Construct amphitheater to enhance programming
Rolling Hills
2023
5
Standardize
course
signage
Pierce
50,000 2020
Soccer
- phase
2 (active
fields)
RollingLake
Hills Golf Course
250,000
2024 2021 53 3
Renovate concessions
Rolling Hills
150,000
Reconfigure
and pave
parking lot; addGatehouse
FOB new
entry drive
County
Farm Park Independence Lake
600,000
2020
replacement
Fishing
pier (south
sideCFP
of pond)
Rolling Hills
40,000 42,700
2024 2019 35 5
New phone / tech line - BHB to BC; GatehouseCounty Farm Park
Independence Lake
Paint exterior
County Farm barn
50,000 100,000
2022
Rustic
campground
Rolling Hills
500,000
2024 2019 43 4
Install permanent concessions generator (Beach Center)
Independence Lake
30,000 2020
4
Reconstruct
parking bike
& service
zoneskills
at barn
areawith(include
County Farm Park Independence Lake
25,000 150,000
2022 2020 4 3
Construct
mountain
technical
course
pavilions,
Kayak livery
shower;restrooms
repave BC access)
Repave
bike
path
along
Washtenaw
Ave
County
Farm
Park
2021
2
Regravel
entry
drive
&
Beach
Center
parking
lot
Independence
Lake
200,000
2019
and parking
Rolling Hills
500,000 2024
5 5
Disc Golf Pads
Reconstruct
Platt baffle
pavilion
roof & skylight peak
County
Farm Park Independence Lake
30,000 30,000
2021 2020 1 3
Wave
generation
system
Rolling
Hills
Gelcoat Blue Heron Bay water slides
Independence Lake
20,000 2021
1
Medford new
pavilion, restrooms
(water
service)
& playground
County
Farm Park Independence Lake
150,000 190,000
2023
Repair / reconstruct
boardwalks
Construct
amphitheater
to enhance
programming
Rolling Hills
2023 2021 55 1
Beachto
Center
patio
areariver
/ redesign
Independence Lake
200,000
2023 1 5
Reconstruct
and
repave
path
from
boardwalk
Mill
along
Parker
Mill
250,000
2019
Renovate concessions
Rolling Hills
150,000 200,000
2021 2020 3 1
Blue Heron Bay leak detection & piping fix
Independence Lake
Construct accessible
pathway route
Parker
Mill
250,000
2021
Gatehouse
replacement
Independence
Lake Independence Lake
42,700 250,000
2019 2024 25 4
New shop / storage / bulk storage
Replace/repair
concrete
at restrooms
and Remove
pavilion
Parker
15,000 240,000
2021
and replace playground new Meadows
Edge Mill
New
phone / tech
line - BHB
to BC; Gatehouse
Independence
Lake Independence Lake
100,000
2019 2022 14 5
Entryway redesign / add second lane
Independence Lake
250,000
2024
3
Replace
front fence
Parker
Mill
35,000
2019
Install
permanent
concessions generator (Beach
Center)
Independence
Lake
30,000
2020 2024 54 5
Pave trail around Beach Center
Independence Lake
50,000
Add
children's
natural
playscape
Parker
Mill
75,000
2023
5
Small pavilion outside Blue Heron Bay
Kayak livery (include shower; repave BC access)
Independence Lake Independence Lake
150,000 2020 2023 3 3
Construct pavilion at disc golf (hole 1)
Independence Lake
150,000
2023
3
Improve drainage
and
lot parking
Parker
Mill
100,000
2022
Regravel
entry drive
& parking
Beach Center
lot
Independence
Lake Independence Lake
200,000 200,000
2019 2024 55 3
Carpenter property addition cleanup
Generator
repurpose
-online
facility
power
Sharon
Mills
25,000
2021
4
Disc Golf Pads
Independence Lake Independence Lake
30,000 600,000
2020 2022 3 5
Repave existing paved paths
Alternative
for structures
Sharon
Mills Lake Independence Lake
100,000
2022
Construct and pave path from Jennings to BHB
Gelcoat
Blueheating
Heron source
Bay water
slides
Independence
20,000 200,000
2021 2022 41 5
Yurts; rustic campground
Independence Lake
250,000 2024
Dam restoration
Sharon
Mills Lake
150,000
21 3
Repair
/ reconstruct boardwalks
Independence
190,000 2024
2021
Tailrace
bank restoration
Sharon
Mills Pavilion
400,000
Provide vehicular access and parking for Independence
Woods
Beach
Center
patio area / redesign
Independence
Lake Independence Lake
200,000 2024
2023 2024 15 5
Provide physical access to UM Mud Lake Bog Sharon Mills
Independence Lake
2024
5
Headrace
- engineering
14,000 2019
Blue
Heronwall
Baystabilization
leak detection
& piping fix Provide access to Little Independence Lake and
Independence
Lake Independence Lake
200,000
2020 2024 21 5
vernal pools
Liveryshop
operation
at Maly
Mills
500,000
34
Feasibility Study for Nature Center incl. spaceSharon
for day camp;
outdoor
New
/ storage
/ bulkproperty
storage
Independence
Lake
250,000 2021
2024
meeting space
2024 1 5
Repair boardwalk
Park
Lyndon Lake Independence Lake
75,000 2024
Remove
and replace playground new Meadows
Edge
Independence
240,000
2022
5 3
Feasibility Study
Meri Lou Murray
75,000 2019
Develop Access
to Reith
Park Lyndon
150,000
2024
Entryway
redesign
/ add Property
second lane
250,0001,000,000
2024 2021 53 3
Renovations including design and engineeringIndependence Lake Meri Lou Murray
Replace
at Lyndon
South
Park
Lyndon Lake
100,000
15
Pave
trailrestroom
around Beach
Center
Independence
50,000 2024
2024
Parking area: expand / reconfigure parking; sidewalk
lights; drop offBuilding
lane Meri Lou Murray
2021 5 3
Renovate
conference
& restrooms
Administration
6,000 475,000
2019
Small
pavilion
outsideroom
Blue Heron
Bay
Independence
Lake
2023
3 4
Pool lighting
Meri Lou Murray
100,000 2021
Reroof, repair
gutter
and downspouts
Administration
Building
55,000 90,000
2022
Reroof area over gym and track
Meri Lou Murray
Construct
pavilion
at disc
golf (hole 1)
Independence Lake
150,000
2023 2021 13 1
Paint exterior of building
Meri Lou Murray
2022 5 5
Repaint exterior
of building
Administration
Building
40,000 150,000
2022
Carpenter
property
addition cleanup
Independence Lake
200,000
2024
3 5
New digital entry way signs
Meri Lou Murray
30,000 2022
Redesign and renovate kitchen, supply storage
area
Administration
Building
110,000
2023
Replace furnace / AC Units
Repave existing paved paths
Independence Lake Pierce Lake Golf Course 600,000 30,000
2022 2019 55 4
Relocate parking
lotpath from Jennings to New
Park
NorthfieldLake Pierce Lake Golf Course 200,000
75,000 130,000
2023
Construct
and pave
BHBIrrigation pump system
Independence
2022 2020 55 4
Repave parking lot and entry pathways and delivery
path
Pierce Lake Golf Course
250,000 year
2019
3
Annual
budget
Signs
Various
10,000
every
Yurts; rustic campground
Independence Lake
250,000 2024
3
Replace cart paths, boardwalks and bridges
Remodel women's restroom
Landscape screen; trees to hide maintenance area
Provide vehicular access and parking for Independence
Woods
Independence Lake
Replace front entrance
sign Pavilion
Standardize course signage
Provide physical access to UM Mud Lake Bog
Independence Lake
and pave CFP parking lot; add FOB new entry drive
Provide access to Little Independence LakeReconfigure
and vernal
pools
Independence Lake
Paint exterior County Farm barn
Feasibility Study for Nature Center incl. space
for day
camp;
outdoor
Reconstruct
parking
& service
zone at barn area
Repave bike path along Washtenaw Ave
meeting space
Independence Lake
Reconstruct Platt pavilion roof & skylight peak
Feasibility Study
Meri
Lou Murray
Medford new pavilion, restrooms (water service)
& playground
Reconstruct and repave path from boardwalkMeri
to Mill Lou
along Murray
river
Renovations including design and engineering
Construct accessible pathway route
Replace/repair concrete at restrooms and pavilion
front fence
Parking area: expand / reconfigure parking;Replace
sidewalk
lights; drop off lane Meri Lou Murray

Pierce Lake Golf Course
1,080,000
Pierce Lake Golf Course
30,000
Pierce Lake Golf Course
10,000
2024
Pierce Lake Golf Course
12,000
Pierce Lake Golf Course
50,000
2024
County Farm Park
600,000
2024
County Farm Park
50,000
County Farm Park
25,000
County Farm Park
2024
County Farm Park
30,000
75,000 150,000
2019
County Farm Park
Parker Mill
1,000,000 250,000
2021
Parker Mill
250,000
Parker Mill
15,000
Parker Mill
475,000 35,000
2021

2020
2022
2021
2020
2020
2020
2022
2022
2021
2021
2023
2019
2021
2021
2019

5
5
5
5
3
3
3

3
5
5
5
5
3
4
4
2
1
5
1
2
1
5
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Introduction letter
Survey form
Survey report (Executive Summary) - Entire report may be viewed at: https://washtenaw.org/DocumentCenter/View/12298/Report---WCPARCMaster-Plan-Survey-May-15-2019?bidId=
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Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission

Dear Washtenaw County Resident,
Your response to the enclosed survey is very important.
The Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission is conducting a comprehensive parks and
recreation needs assessment survey. The results of this survey will be used to establish priorities for
improvements to our park system, which covers more than 7,300 acres of parkland and natural areas
throughout Washtenaw County.
Your household was one of a limited number selected at random to receive this survey, therefore it is
very important that you participate.
We have selected ETC Institute, an independent consulting company, as our partner to administer this
survey. They will compile the data received and present the results to Washtenaw County Parks later
this year. Your responses will remain confidential.
We appreciate your time.
We realize that this survey will take approximately 10-15 minutes to complete, however, each question
is important. The time you invest in completing this survey will help us take a resident-driven approach
to making decisions that will enrich the future of our community and positively affect the lives of
residents in Washtenaw County.
Please complete and return your survey within the next two weeks.
Please return your completed survey in the enclosed postage-paid envelope addressed to ETC Institute,
725 W. Frontier Circle, Olathe, KS 66061. If you would like to take the survey over the web, the address
is www. washtenawsurvey.orq.
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Ginny Trocchio, Superintendent of Park Planning &
Natural Areas, at trocchiog@washtenaw.org or (734) 971-6337.
Sincerely,

8��r
Si tiene preguntas acerca de la encuesta y no habla Ingles, por favor flame al 1-844-811-0411. Gracias.
lfi..t .8190-247-844-1 JL.a:i-YI �y, ,��)'\ u� 'i tfiJ3 ,:L..il_.>JI Jy:,. �I '41J u\.S \j).
如果您对调查有疑问并且不会说英语，请致电1-844-872-2562。 谢谢。

Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
2230 Platt Road / P.O. Box 8645
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107-8645

Tel: (734) 971-6337
Fax: (734) 971-6386
washtenaw.org/parks

2018 Washtenaw County
Community Needs
Assessment

Findings Report

Submitted to Washtenaw County, Michigan
by:
ETC Institute
725 W. Frontier Lane,
Olathe, Kansas
66061

May 2019

…helping organizations make better decisions since 1982
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Washtenaw County Community Needs Assessment
Executive Summary
Overview
ETC Institute administered a community needs assessment survey for the Washtenaw County
Parks and Recreation Commission during October and November of 2018. The survey was
administered as part of the Commission’s ongoing efforts to provide quality parks, recreation,
and other services for the County’s residents.

Methodology
ETC Institute mailed a survey packet to a random sample of households in Washtenaw County.
Each survey packet contained a cover letter, a copy of the survey, and a postage‐paid return
envelope. Ten days after the surveys were mailed, ETC Institute sent emails to the households that
received the survey to encourage participation. The emails contained a link to the on‐line version of
the survey (www.washtenawsurvey.org) to make it easy for residents to complete the survey. The
mailed survey was six pages in length and took approximately 15 minutes to complete.
To prevent people who were not residents of Washtenaw County from participating, everyone who
completed the survey on‐line was required to enter their home address prior to submitting the
survey. ETC Institute then matched the addresses that were entered on‐line with the addresses
that were originally selected for the random sample. If the address from a survey completed on‐
line did not match one of the addresses selected for the sample, the on‐line survey was not
counted.
The goal was to obtain completed surveys from at least 600 residents. This goal was exceeded, with
a total of 696 residents completing the survey. The overall results for the sample of 696 households
have a precision of at least +/‐3.7% at the 95% level of confidence. The overall results were
weighted to ensure they accurately portrayed the population of each of the County’s seven sub
areas.
This report contains the following:






Charts showing the overall results of the survey (Section 1)
Priority Investment Rating (PIR) that identifies priorities for facilities and programs (Section
2)
Benchmarking analysis comparing the County’s results to national results (Section 3)
Tabular data showing the overall results for all questions on the survey (Section 4)
A copy of the survey instrument (Section 5)

The major findings of the survey are summarized on the following pages.

Page i

Washtenaw County Community Needs Assessment Findings Report

Use of Parks and Recreation Facilities
Respondents were asked to indicate which Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation facilities their
household had visited during the past 12 months. Based on the sum of their top four choices, the
parks and recreation facilities visited most often were: Border‐to‐Border Trail (41%), County Farm
Park (33%), Rolling Hills County Park (33%), and Parker Mill County Park (22%). Most respondents
(93%) who visited Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation facilities and had an opinion indicated
the overall condition of the facilities was “excellent” or “good.”

Proximity of Parks and Green Space
Sixty percent (60%) of respondents who had an opinion indicated that there were sufficient parks
and green space areas with a 10‐minute walk of their residence; 30% did not feel there were
sufficient parks and green space areas, and 10% were not sure. When asked if there were sufficient
parks and green space areas within a 15‐minute drive of their residence, 83% who had an opinion
indicated there were; 10% felt there were not, and 7% were not sure.

Reasons Preventing Households from Using Facilities More Often
Residents were asked why they did not use Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation facilities more
often. Thirty‐eight percent (38%) answered, “I do not know what is being offered.” Other reasons
include: “No time to visit parks” (36%), “I do not know locations of facilities” (28%), and “location is
not convenient” (25%).

Information Sources
When asked how they have heard about Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation, 64% of
respondents indicated it was from friends, family and coworkers; 30% said it was from the
Washtenaw County Parks website, 21% from direct mail, and 16% from ads in a publication.

Overall Value Received from County Parks and Recreation
Sixty‐six percent (66%) of residents who had an opinion were either “very satisfied” or “somewhat
satisfied” with the overall value their household receives from Washtenaw County Parks and
Recreation; 27% were “neutral” 6% were “somewhat dissatisfied” and only 1% were “very
dissatisfied.”

Funding and Improvement Issues
Respondents were asked to indicate their level of support for having Washtenaw County Parks and
Recreation use tax dollars for various investments. The actions they would be most willing to fund,
based on the sum of their top four choices, include: repairing old structures and playgrounds (48%),
new trails and boardwalks (42%), land purchase for new trails (38%), making facilities accessible for
all abilities (33%), and land purchase for open space & environment (31%). A chart showing the
level of support for each investment is provided on the following page.
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Q19. Actions Respondents Would Be Most Willing to Fund
by percentage of respondent households that selected the item as one of their top four choices

48%

Repair older structures & playgrounds

42%

New trails & boardwalks

38%

Land purchase for new trails

33%

Make facilities accessible for all abilities

31%

Land purchase for open space

31%

Repair park entryways, roads & parking lots

29%

Improve & add features to existing parks
Improve & add features to existing water parks

14%

New playgrounds

13%
12%

Land purchase for new recreation facilities

7%

New picnic pavilions

0%
Most Willing

10%

2nd Most Willing

20%

30%

3rd Most Willing

40%

50%

60%

4th Most Willing

Source: ETC Institute (2018)

Renewal of Millage for Funding Operation and Capital Improvements: Respondents were asked
how they would vote if an election was held to renew the current millage for funding operations
and capital improvements for Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation. Sixty‐three percent (63%)
who had an opinion indicated they would vote in favor of renewing the current millage; 20% said
they might vote in favor, 11% were not sure, and 6% would vote against renewal of the millage.
Of the 17% who indicated they were not sure or would vote against the renewal of the current
millage, 59% said the reason is because they need more information; 47% indicated the reason is
that they do not support any increase to taxes, and 27% said it is because they believe County
currently has sufficient recreation opportunities.

Facility Needs and Priorities
Facility Needs: Respondents were asked to identify if their household had a need for 36 parks and
recreation facilities and rate how well their needs for each were currently being met. Based on this
analysis, ETC Institute was able to estimate the number of households in the community that had
the greatest “unmet” need for various facilities.
The three parks and recreation facilities with the highest percentage of households that indicated a
need for the facility were: paved multi‐use trails (56%), unpaved multi‐use trails (53%), and nature
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centers (48%). When ETC Institute analyzed the needs in the community, two facilities, paved and
unpaved multi‐use trails, had a need that affected more than 79,000 households. ETC Institute
estimates a total of 34,507 households in Washtenaw County that have unmet needs for indoor
aquatic centers. The estimated number of households that have unmet needs for each of the 36
facilities that were assessed is shown below.

Q11. Estimated Number of Households Whose Needs
for Facilities Are Being Met 50% or Less
by number of households based on 149,651 households in Washtenaw County
Indoor aquatic centers
Trails-paved multi-use
Nature centers
Sledding hills
Trails-unpaved multi-use
Camping cabins & yurts
Camping areas (tents)
Water parks & water slides
Historical buildings/museums
Dog parks
Ropes courses
Canoe & kayak livery
Boating & fishing areas
Canoe & kayak launch sites
Outdoor amphitheaters
Picnicking areas & pavilions
Archery range
Trails-mountain biking
Playgrounds
Banquet facilities
Splash pads
Recreation center (western county)
Recreation center (eastern county)
Outdoor tennis courts
Skate parks
Outdoor basketball courts
Disc golf
Trails-equestrian
Indoor soccer facility
Equestrian arena
Baseball & softball diamonds
Sports fields-soccer & cricket
Curling
Outdoor pickleball courts
Golf courses
Other

34,507
34,230
33,977
33,664
31,171
29,856
27,193
24,555
23,566
23,168
22,624
22,481
22,425
22,229
21,327
18,193
17,681
17,650
17,592
16,728
16,333
14,145
14,095
13,852
12,983
12,306
9,635
8,702
8,689
8,026
7,831
7,820
6,615
6,495
6,313
6,699

0
Source: ETC Institute (2018)

10,000

20,000

30,000
0% Met

40,000
25% Met

50% Met

Facility Importance: In addition to assessing the needs for each facility, ETC Institute also assessed
the importance that residents placed on each facility. Based on the sum of respondents’ top four
choices, the most important facilities to residents were: paved multi‐use trails (37%), unpaved
multi‐use trails (34%), playgrounds (17%), and nature centers (16%). The percentage of residents
who selected each facility as one of their top four choices is shown in the chart on the following
page.
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Q12. Facilities That Are Most Important to Households
by percentage of respondents who selected the items as one of their top four choices
Trails-paved multi-use
Trails-unpaved multi-use
Playgrounds
Nature centers
Canoe & kayak livery
Picnicking areas & pavilions
Dog parks
Indoor aquatic centers
Water parks & water slides
Historical buildings/museums
Canoe & kayak launch sites
Boating & fishing areas
Golf courses
Camping areas (tents)
Trails-mountain biking
Sledding hills
Splash pads
Recreation center (eastern county)
Archery range
Banquet facilities
Camping cabins & yurts
Recreation center (western county)
Outdoor tennis courts
Outdoor amphitheaters
Disc golf
Ropes courses
Sports fields-soccer & cricket
Baseball & softball diamonds
Trails-equestrian
Indoor soccer facility
Outdoor basketball courts
Outdoor pickleball courts
Equestrian arena
Skate parks
Curling
Other

37%
34%
17%
16%
14%
14%
13%
12%
11%
11%
11%
10%
10%
8%
8%
6%
6%
5%
5%
5%
4%
4%
4%
3%
3%
3%
3%
2%
2%
2%
2%
2%
1%
1%
1%
5%

0%
Source: ETC Institute (2018)

10%
Most Important

20%

2nd Most Important

30%
3rd Most Important

40%
4th Most Important

Priorities for Facility Investments: The Priority Investment Rating (PIR) was developed by ETC
Institute to provide organizations with an objective tool for evaluating the priority that should be
placed on parks, trails, recreational facilities, and services. The PIR equally weights (1) the
importance that residents place on facilities and (2) how many residents have unmet needs for the
facility. [ Details regarding the methodology for this analysis are provided in Section 2 of this report.]
Based the Priority Investment Rating (PIR), the following nine facilities were rated as high
priorities for investment:






Paved multi‐use trails (PIR=199)
Unpaved multi‐use trails (PIR=184)
Nature centers (PIR=141)
Indoor aquatic centers (PIR=134)
Sledding hills (PIR=114)






Canoe and kayak livery (PIR=104)
Water parks and water slides (PIR=102)
Dog parks (PIR=101)
Camping areas (tents) (PIR=101)

The chart below shows the Priority Investment Rating for each of the 3 6 facilities that were
assessed on the survey.
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Top Priorities for Investment for Facilities Based on the
Priority Investment Rating
Trails-paved multi-use
Trails-unpaved multi-use
Nature centers
Indoor aquatic centers
Sledding hills
Canoe & kayak livery
Water parks & water slides
Dog parks
Camping areas (tents)
Camping cabins & yurts
Historical buildings/museums
Playgrounds
Canoe & kayak launch sites
Boating & fishing areas
Picnicking areas & pavilions
Ropes courses
Trails-mountain biking
Outdoor amphitheaters
Archery range
Splash pads
Banquet facilities
Recreation center (eastern county)
Recreation center (western county)
Outdoor tennis courts
Golf courses
Outdoor basketball courts
Skate parks
Disc golf
Trails-equestrian
Indoor soccer facility
Sports fields-soccer & cricket
Baseball & softball diamonds
Equestrian arena
Outdoor pickleball courts
Curling
Other

199
184
141
134
114

High Priority
(100+)

104
102
101
101
98
98
96
93
91
90
73
73
71

Medium Priority
(50-99)

65
63
61
54
53
50
45
42
41
36
31
31
30
29
27
23
22
32
0

Lower Priority
(0-49)

50

100

150

200

Source: ETC Institute (2018)

Priorities by Area: ETC Institute also conducted analysis of the survey data by the seven sub areas
of Washtenaw County: Ann Arbor, Northeast, Central, East, Northwest, Southeast, and Southwest.
Based the Priority Investment Rating (PIR), the following facilities were rated as high priorities for
investment for each of the seven sub areas:
Ann Arbor
 Unpaved multi‐use trails (PIR=192)
 Paved multi‐use trails (PIR=176)
 Indoor aquatic centers (PIR=124)
 Nature centers (PIR=114)
 Sledding hills (PIR=107)

Central
 Paved multi‐use trails (PIR=190)
 Unpaved multi‐use trails (PIR=139)
 Nature Centers (PIR=124)
 Indoor aquatic centers (PIR=115)
 Sledding hills (PIR=109)

Northeast
 Paved multi‐use trails (PIR=186)
 Nature Centers (PIR=154)
 Unpaved multi‐use trails (PIR=116)
 Canoe & kayak livery (PIR=100)

East
 Paved multi‐use trails (PIR=176)
 Unpaved multi‐use trails (PIR=175)
 Nature Centers (PIR=160)
 Indoor aquatic centers (PIR=149)
 Playgrounds (PIR=131)
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East (Continued)
 Historical buildings/museums (PIR=123)
 Water parks & water slides (PIR=117)
 Dog parks (PIR=115)
 Camping areas (tents) (PIR=111)
 Picnicking areas & pavilions (PIR=106)
 Sledding hills (PIR=100)
Northwest
 Paved multi‐use trails (PIR=185)
 Unpaved multi‐use trails (PIR=148)
 Canoe & kayak launch sites (PIR=139)
 Water parks & water slides (PIR=137)
 Sledding hills (PIR=120)
 Indoor aquatic centers (PIR=115)
 Recreation center (western county)
(PIR=104)
Southeast
 Paved multi‐use trails (PIR=180)
 Unpaved multi‐use trails (PIR=175)
 Canoe & kayak livery (PIR=154)











Dog parks (PIR=150)
Water parks & water slides (PIR=133)
Canoe & kayak launch sites (PIR=133)
Playgrounds (PIR=126)
Sledding hills (PIR=117)
Camping areas (tents) (PIR=115)
Boating & fishing areas (PIR=105)
Camping cabins & yurts (PIR=104)
Indoor aquatic centers (PIR=104)

Southwest
 Paved multi‐use trails (PIR=200)
 Canoe & kayak launch sites (PIR=180)
 Unpaved multi‐use trails (PIR=159)
 Boating & fishing areas (PIR=138)
 Nature Centers (PIR=129)
 Canoe & kayak livery (PIR=119)
 Historical buildings/museums (PIR=113)
 Recreation center (western county)
(PIR=108)

The tables on the following page shows how the top 10 priorities overall compare to the top
priorities by each of the County’s seven sub areas.
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#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
East
Trails‐paved multi‐use
Trails‐unpaved multi‐use
Nature centers
Indoor aquatic centers
Playgrounds
Historical buildings/museums
Water parks & water slides
Dog parks
Camping areas (tents)
Picnicking areas & pavilions

Overall
Trails‐paved multi‐use
Trails‐unpaved multi‐use
Nature centers
Indoor aquatic centers
Sledding hills
Canoe & kayak livery
Water parks & water slides
Dog parks
Camping areas (tents)
Camping cabins & yurts
Northwest
Trails‐paved multi‐use
Trails‐unpaved multi‐use
Canoe & kayak launch sites
Water parks & water slides
Sledding hills
Indoor aquatic centers
Recreation center (western county)
Canoe & kayak livery
Boating & fishing areas
Ropes courses

Ann Arbor
Trails‐unpaved multi‐use
Trails‐paved multi‐use
Indoor aquatic centers
Nature centers
Sledding hills
Camping areas (tents)
Camping cabins & yurts
Historical buildings/museums
Canoe & kayak livery
Trails‐mountain biking

Southeast
Trails‐paved multi‐use
Trails‐unpaved multi‐use
Canoe & kayak livery
Dog parks
Water parks & water slides
Canoe & kayak launch sites
Playgrounds
Sledding hills
Camping areas (tents)
Boating & fishing areas

Northeast
Trails‐paved multi‐use
Nature centers
Trails‐unpaved multi‐use
Canoe & kayak livery
Indoor aquatic centers
Camping cabins & yurts
Canoe & kayak launch sites
Picnicking areas & pavilions
Dog parks
Sledding hills

Southwest
Trails‐paved multi‐use
Canoe & kayak launch sites
Trails‐unpaved multi‐use
Boating & fishing areas
Nature centers
Canoe & kayak livery
Historical buildings/museums
Recreation center (western county)
Indoor aquatic centers
Archery range

Central
Trails‐paved multi‐use
Trails‐unpaved multi‐use
Nature centers
Indoor aquatic centers
Sledding hills
Playgrounds
Water parks & water slides
Dog parks
Picnicking areas & pavilions
Camping areas (tents)
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#
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
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Programming Needs and Priorities
Programming Needs. Respondents were also asked to identify if their household had a need for 29
parks and recreation programs and rate how well their needs for each program were currently
being met. Based on this analysis, ETC Institute was able to estimate the number of households in
the community that had “unmet” needs for each program.
The three programs with the highest percentage of households that had needs were: adult fitness
and wellness programs (52%), kayak, canoe, and paddleboard rentals (40%), and community
festivals (37%). When ETC Institute analyzed the needs in the community, two programs, adult
fitness and wellness programs and kayak, canoe, and paddleboard rentals, had a need that affected
more than 60,000 households. ETC Institute estimates a total of 44,565 households in Washtenaw
County that have unmet needs for adult fitness and wellness programs. The estimated number of
households that have unmet needs for each of the 29 programs that were assessed is shown
below.

Q14. Estimated Number of Households Whose Needs
for Programs Are Being Met 50% or Less
by number of households based on 149,651 households in Washtenaw County
Adult fitness & wellness programs
Winter programs
Gardening
Community festivals
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
Art & photography programs
Senior wellness & fitness programs
Water fitness programs
Bike rentals
Traditional folk art, skills & crafts
Volunteer opportunities
Historical programming
Citizen science programs
Swim lessons & programs
Nature stewardship programs
Bird/wildlife watching programs
Dog park programs
Archery programs
Youth & teen fitness programs
Fishing programs
Summer day camps
Pre-school programs
Golf lessons
Geocaching
Adaptive programs (special needs)
Scouting programs
Homeschool programs
Lifeguard training programs
Other

44,565
36,162
26,749
26,181
25,748
23,684
22,457
21,973
21,526
21,352
21,334
21,332
19,904
18,401
17,581
17,482
17,218
16,608
15,213
15,095
12,608
11,540
10,281
9,241
6,848
6,410
5,387
4,632
4,600

0

10,000

20,000

30,000
0% Met

40,000
25% Met

50,000
50% Met

Source: ETC Institute (2018)

Program Importance. In addition to assessing the needs for each program, ETC Institute also
assessed the importance that residents place on each program. Based on the sum of respondents’
top four choices, the most important programs to residents were: adult fitness and wellness
programs (32%), kayak, canoe, and paddleboard rentals (19%), community festivals (19%), and
senior wellness and fitness programs (13%).
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The percentage of residents who selected each program as one of their top four choices is shown in
the chart below.

Q15. Programs That Are Most Important to Households
by percentage of respondents who selected the items as one of their top four choices
Adult fitness & wellness programs
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
Community festivals
Senior wellness & fitness programs
Gardening
Swim lessons & programs
Winter programs
Dog park programs
Nature stewardship programs
Volunteer opportunities
Bike rentals
Bird/wildlife watching programs
Traditional folk art, skills & crafts
Historical programming
Pre-school programs
Youth & teen fitness programs
Summer day camps
Water fitness programs
Art & photography programs
Citizen science programs
Archery programs
Fishing programs
Golf lessons
Adaptive programs (special needs)
Homeschool programs
Lifeguard training programs
Geocaching
Scouting programs
Other

32%
19%
19%
13%
12%
11%
11%
10%
8%
8%
8%
7%
7%
7%
7%
7%
6%
5%
5%
5%
5%
4%
4%
3%
2%

2%
2%
1%

3%

0%
Most Important

10%
2nd Most Important

20%
3rd Most Important

30%

40%

4th Most Important

Source: ETC Institute (2018)

Priorities for Programming Investments. Based on the priority investment rating (PIR), which was
described briefly on page v of this Executive Summary and is described in more detail in Section 2 of
this report, the following four programs were rated as “high priorities” for investment:





Adult fitness and wellness programs (PIR=200)
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals (PIR=118)
Community festivals (PIR=117)
Winter programs (PIR=114)

The chart on the following page shows the Priority Investment Rating (PIR) for each of the 2 9
programs that were rated.

Page x

Washtenaw County Community Needs Assessment Findings Report

Top Priorities for Investment for Programs Based on the
Priority Investment Rating
Adult fitness & wellness programs
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
Community festivals
Winter programs
Gardening
Senior wellness & fitness programs
Swim lessons & programs
Bike rentals
Volunteer opportunities
Dog park programs
Traditional folk art, skills & crafts
Historical programming
Art & photography programs
Water fitness programs
Nature stewardship programs
Bird/wildlife watching programs
Citizen science programs
Youth & teen fitness programs
Archery programs
Fishing programs
Summer day camps
Pre-school programs
Golf lessons
Adaptive programs (special needs)
Geocaching
Scouting programs
Homeschool programs
Lifeguard training programs
Other
Source: ETC Institute (2018)

200
118
117
114

High Priority
(100+)

98
91
75
73
72
71
69
69
68
65
64
62
60
54
52
47
47
46

Medium Priority
(50-99)

36
26
25

Lower Priority
(0-49)

18
18
15
19
0

50

100

150

200

Priorities by Area: ETC Institute also conducted analysis of the survey data by the seven sub areas
of Washtenaw County: Ann Arbor, Northeast, Central, East, Northwest, Southeast, and Southwest.
Based the Priority Investment Rating (PIR), the following programs were rated as high priorities
for investment for each of the seven sub areas:
Ann Arbor
 Adult fitness & wellness programs
(PIR=190)
 Winter programs (PIR=144)
 Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
(PIR=131)
 Community festivals (PIR=125)
 Bike rentals (PIR=114)
 Senior wellness & fitness programs
(PIR=108)
 Gardening (PIR=107)
 Traditional folk art, skills & crafts (PIR=104)
 Historical programming (PIR=104)

Northeast
 Adult fitness & wellness programs
(PIR=200)
 Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
(PIR=121)
 Winter programs (PIR=110)
Central
 Adult fitness & wellness programs
(PIR=200)
 Winter programs (PIR=105)
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East
 Adult fitness & wellness programs
(PIR=200)
 Community festivals (PIR=125)
 Gardening (PIR=109)
 Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
(PIR=106)
 Winter programs (PIR=101)
Northwest
 Adult fitness & wellness programs
(PIR=200)
 Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
(PIR=152)
 Community festivals (PIR=125)
 Winter programs (PIR=118)
 Traditional folk art, skills & crafts (PIR=111)



Swim lesson & programs (PIR=110)

Southeast
 Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
(PIR=179)
 Adult fitness & wellness programs
(PIR=173)
 Community festivals (PIR=140)
 Gardening (PIR=103)
Southwest
 Adult fitness & wellness programs
(PIR=200)
 Senior wellness & fitness programs
(PIR=149)
 Community festivals (PIR=138)

The tables on the following page shows how the top 10 priorities overall compare to the top
priorities by each of the County’s seven sub areas.
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East
Adult fitness & wellness programs
Community festivals
Gardening
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
Winter programs
Dog park programs
Swim lessons & programs
Senior wellness & fitness programs
Water fitness programs
Volunteer opportunities

Overall
Adult fitness & wellness programs
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
Community festivals
Winter programs
Gardening
Senior wellness & fitness programs
Swim lessons & programs
Bike rentals
Volunteer opportunities
Dog park programs
Northwest
Adult fitness & wellness programs
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
Community festivals
Winter programs
Traditional folk art, skills & crafts
Swim lessons & programs
Gardening
Youth & teen fitness programs
Bike rentals
Summer day camps

Ann Arbor
Adult fitness & wellness programs
Winter programs
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
Community festivals
Bike rentals
Senior wellness & fitness programs
Gardening
Traditional folk art, skills & crafts
Historical programming
Bird/wildlife watching programs

Southeast
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
Adult fitness & wellness programs
Community festivals
Gardening
Volunteer opportunities
Dog park programs
Swim lessons & programs
Winter programs
Citizen science programs
Art & photography programs

Northeast
Adult fitness & wellness programs
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
Winter programs
Community festivals
Senior wellness & fitness programs
Bird/wildlife watching programs
Volunteer opportunities
Nature stewardship programs
Dog park programs
Art & photography programs

Southwest
Adult fitness & wellness programs
Senior wellness & fitness programs
Community festivals
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
Fishing programs
Traditional folk art, skills & crafts
Volunteer opportunities
Gardening
Historical programming
Archery programs

Central
Adult fitness & wellness programs
Winter programs
Senior wellness & fitness programs
Gardening
Water fitness programs
Community festivals
Dog park programs
Swim lessons & programs
Art & photography programs
Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals
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Conclusions and Recommendations
When analyzing the facilities offered by Washtenaw County, paved and unpaved multi‐use trails
were the facilities for which the highest number of residents has a need. The facilities that were the
most important to households were paved and unpaved multi‐use trails, playgrounds, and nature
centers. Focusing on paved and unpaved multi‐use trails would provide the greatest benefit for the
largest number of residents within the County.
.

When analyzing the programs offered by the County, the programs with the highest levels of need
were adult fitness and wellness programs, kayak, canoe, and paddleboard rentals, and community
festivals. The estimated number of households who have a need for each of these three programs
is all over 50,000; continuing to focus on these three programs will give the County the ability to
serve the largest number of households who have a need for the program. Making certain the
County’s scope of programming encompasses the greatest number of households ensures funding
is appropriately allocated to give the community the greatest benefit possible.
To ensure Washtenaw County continues to meet the needs and expectations of the community,
ETC Institute recommends that the County sustain and/or improve the performance in areas that
were identified as “high priorities” by the Priority Investment Rating (PIR). The facilities and
programs with the highest PIR ratings are listed below.
Facility Priorities
o Paved multi‐use trails (PIR=199)
o Unpaved multi‐use trails (PIR=184)
o Nature centers (PIR=141)
o Indoor aquatic centers (PIR=134)
o Sledding hills (PIR=114)
o Canoe and kayak livery (PIR=104)
o Water parks and water slides (PIR=102)
o Dog parks (PIR=101)
o Camping areas (tents) (PIR=101)
Programming Priorities
o Adult fitness and wellness programs (PIR=200)
o Kayak, canoe, paddleboard rentals (PIR=118)
o Community festivals (PIR=117)
o Winter programs (PIR=114)
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APPENDIX G
Adoption, Planning, and Public Input
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Letter transmitting adopted plan to County Planning Agency
(Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners), Nov. 25, 2019
Letter transmitting adopted plan to Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments (SEMCOG), Nov. 25, 2019
Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners Resolution adopting
the 2020-2024 5-Year Recreation Master Plan, Nov. 20, 2019
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission Resolution
adopting 2020-2024 5-Year Recreation Master Plan, Oct. 8, 2019
Public Hearing minutes, Sept. 25, 2019
Public Hearing notice (affidavit of publication), Washtenaw Legal
News, Sept. 12, 2019
Draft plan published: web timestamp, Aug. 21, 2019
Public meetings notice, invitation, agenda, and comments
Manchester Mirror article
Stakeholder agenda, invitee list, and comments

Letter Transmitting Adopted Plan - County Planning Agency (BOC)

Letter Transmitting Adopted Plan - SEMCOG

Board of Commissioner Resolution
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE WASHTENAW COUNTY PARKS AND
RECREATION COMMISSION 2020-2024 5-YEAR RECREATION MASTER PLAN
WASHTENAW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
November 20, 2019
WHEREAS, pursuant to Public Act 261 of 1965 the Washtenaw County Board of
Commissioners established and appointed the Washtenaw County Parks and
Recreation Commission in August of 1973; and
WHEREAS, the purpose of the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
is to acquire, develop and maintain parklands and preserves, and operate recreational
facilities for the benefit of Washtenaw County citizens; and
WHEREAS, since 1976 the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission has
been supported, in part, by a voter approved millage dedicated exclusively to the
purpose of acquiring, developing, maintaining and operating parks, preserves and
recreational facilities for the benefit of Washtenaw County citizens; and
WHEREAS, the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission periodically
prepares a five-year recreation master plan, which identifies and details the anticipated
strategic investments of those public funds for said recreational purposes during the
term of the plan; and
WHEREAS, the 2020-2024 5-Year Recreation Master Plan, approved by the
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission on October 8, 2019, is an
evolutionary document that builds on previous planning efforts, and incorporates
considerable public input obtained through community surveys, on-line comment
opportunities, one stakeholder meeting, three public engagement sessions held at
various locations throughout Washtenaw County during the past year, and a Public
Hearing; and
WHEREAS, approval of this plan by the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners
will also maintain the eligibility of the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation
Commission to receive financial support for acquisition and development from the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources for various recreation grants, including the
Trust Fund grant program, which has been instrumental in the realization of many
important recreational opportunities throughout Washtenaw County;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Washtenaw County Board of
Commissioners hereby approves the 2020-2024 5-Year Recreation Master Plan as
prepared and submitted by the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission.

WCPARC Resolution

Public Hearing Minutes

Public Hearing Notice

Draft Plan Published

Public Engagement

Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
Notice of Public Meeting
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Master Plan: 2020-2024
This meeting is for the public to provide input and comments on the draft Washtenaw
County Parks and Recreation Master Plan for the five year period of 2020 to 2024. The
plan outlines the goals and objectives the Commission has established for the next five
years as well as the Action Program, which details specific improvements to undertake
at its parks, preserves, and other recreation facilities. Light refreshments will be served.
Date:
Time:
Place:

Tuesday, May 7, 2019
7:00pm
Ypsilanti District Library-Whittaker – Community Meeting Room
5577 Whittaker Rd
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, May 9, 2019
7:00pm
Village of Manchester Offices – Village Room
912 City Road
Manchester, MI 48158

Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, May 16, 2019
7:00pm
Whitmore Lake Elementary School – Cafeteria
1077 Barker Rd
Whitmore Lake, MI 48189

The County of Washtenaw will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as
signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon seven (7) days’
notice to the County of Washtenaw. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids
or services should contact the County of Washtenaw by writing or calling the following:
Human Resources, 220 N. Main St, P.O. Box 8645, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107-8645,
(734) 222-6800, TDD# (734) 994-1733.
Posted in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, P.A. 267 of 1976.

Kids’ Activity (Sampling):
Design your dream playground!

County Village
talks parks,
preserves
in Manchester
plans further
publicand
inputtrails
at tonight’s
meeting | The Manchester Mirror
8/21/2019
County
talks parks,
and trails
in Manchester
| The Manchester MirrorCounty
Plan which
needspreserves
to be updated
every
5-years. This
Last talks
year parks,
WCPRC
conducted
a insurvey
of almost
8/21/2019
preserves
and trails
Manchester
| The Manchester Mirror

the manchester
mirror
(https://themanc
reflecting the community of Manchester since 2013
(https://themanchestermirror.com/)

meeting, a required part of the master plan process,
included a presentation about what they do

currently and their plans for the future, and then
they gathered input from Manchester residents on
the direction we’d like the parks system to go.

After giving an overview of the current park

Search in site...

Added on May 13, 2019
Sara Swanson (https://themanchestermirror.com/author/sara/)

system, the staff provided an update on the B2B
trail which, when completed, will run from
Stockbridge to Chelsea, Dexter, Barton Hills, Ann

Arbor and Ypsilanti. WCPRC staff then talked
about Staebler Farm County Park in Superior
Township, a farmstead being converted into a park

that will feature traditional skills classes in a

partnership with the Michigan Folk School. They
also discussed three projects proposed or currently
under construction in the Manchester area.

The future canoe/kayak livery operation with put-

Text Size

Print This Page

Send by Email (mailto:?

subject=The%20Manchester%20Mirror%20%3A%20County%20talks%20parks%2C%20preser
talks-parks-preserves-and-trails-in-manchester%2F)

Manchester resident Linda Stevens prepares to vote on her county park
priority for the next 5 years.

Do you enjoy Sharon Mills Park or Watkins Lake
State Park and County Preserve? What about the
Leonard Preserve or the Ervin-Stucki Preserve or
the Brauer Preserve? These are just a handful of the
14 parks, 34 nature preserves, and 6,000 acres of
land owned and administered by the Washtenaw
County Parks and Recreation Commission
(WCPRC), and last Thursday WCPRC came to
Manchester for a public meeting to determine what
other park amenities might be needed in this area.
WCPRC is preparing their County Park Master

in access at Sharon Mills County Parks and take out
in the River Raisin Park, downtown in the village

was discussed. This project will be part of a
collaboration between the village and county, and in
fact it was the water trail between the two parks that
enabled the village to receive the grant from the
state to construct the park. Although the River
Raisin Park is on schedule to be done by early fall,
the livery at Sharon Mills is still a few years off.
The Watkins Lake Trail, a multi-use nonmotorized trail connecting the village to Watkins
Lake Park and Preserve, was talked about. Although
this is a Manchester Township project, the
feasibility study for this trail was funded with a
grant from the county. Manchester Township board
member Ron Milkey was present and explained that
not all of the land needed for the trail has been
secured yet and that realistically it would be 3 or 4
years before the the trail will be completed.
The multi-use trail through the village along a
disused rail bed was discussed. While this trail is a
Manchester Village project, it was also partially
funded with a grant from the county. That trail is
currently being prepared for the “phase two,”

creating the trail bed for the east side of the trail. A
question was asked during the meeting about
whether a pedestrian bridge over the Raisin River

connecting the two parts of the trail would be
constructed. Village manager Jeff Wallace, who was

present, stated that a bridge would likely be in stage
4 of the plan.

700 residents and went over the results at the

meeting. They sampled based on multiple factors,
including geography. The Manchester area maps to

the Southwest region they surveyed. Because of this
we know that the highest priorities for facilities for

the Manchester area are trails, canoe & kayak
launch sites and liveries, boating & fishing areas,
historical buildings and museums, and a recreation
center in the western half of the county. This
differed from the overall county results–as while the

county in general also prioritized trails, and canoe
and kayak liveries, they also prioritized nature

centers, indoor aquatic centers, sledding hills, water
parks and water slides, dog parks and camping areas.
Overall, the county prioritized adult fitness and
wellness programs, kayak, canoe and paddle board
rentals, community festivals and winter programs.
The Manchester area also prioritized adult fitness as

well as wellness programs and community festivals,
but also senior wellness and fitness programs.

Visit to read the results of the survey HERE
(https://washtenaw.org/DocumentCenter/View/12298/Report--WCPARC-Master-Plan-Survey--February-252019).

The second half of the meeting was spent

gathering input from attendees. Parks were
discussed as beneficial for individuals but also as
draws to the community for tourists and new

residents alike. Meeting attendees gave their

priorities for WCPARC moving forward and these
varied from very specific like a boardwalk over the

flooded area in the Leonard Preserve, a splash pad,
and a pool to support for planned projects like the
Sharon Mills canoe livery and trails connecting
communities, to more conceptual priorities like
staying relevant and interesting, leveraging
resources,
and
collaborating
with
other
communities.

The meeting held in Manchester was one of only
three being held. One was already held in Ypsilanti
last Tuesday. A third meeting will be held this
Thursday at 7 pm at Whitmore Lake Elementary
School. If you missed the meeting and are unable to
attend the Whitmore Lake meeting but want to
communicate your priorities for WCPRC, email
parks@washtenaw.org
(mailto:parks@washtenaw.org) or send a letter to
P.O. Box 8645, Ann Arbor, MI 48107-8645.
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Stakeholder Meeting Attendee List
First Name
Last Name
Rena
Basch
Elaine
Bater
Dayna
Benoit
Ray
Berg
Jay
Bibby
Scott
Broshar
Daniel
Brown
Nancy
Bryk
Susan
Faulkner
Susann
Flowers
Alex
Gossage
Hillary
Hanzel
Amy
Heydlauff
Rod
Hill
Grant
Howard
Wes
Howell
Diana
Kern
Bob
Krzewinski
Anna
Lemler
Margy
Long
Remy
Long
Carl
Loomis
Karen
Lovejoy Roe
JoAnn
McCollum
Brenda
McKinney
Robert
Miller
Helen
Neill
Matt
Pegouskie
James
Peters
Peter
Psarouthakis
Carla
Scruggs
Anne
Stevenson
Chuck
Tellas
Pat
Vailliencourt
Angie
Verges
Jeff
Wallace
Bonnie
Wessler
Charlotte
Wilson
Shelly
Zervos

Organization
Ann Arbor Township
Lima Township
WCHD (Public Health)
Manchester DDA/Wellness Coalition
HCMA
5 Healthy Towns
HRWC
EMU Historic Preservation
HWPI
WATS
Ann Arbor Center of Indep. Living
Ann Arbor City Parks
5 Healthy Towns
Milan SRGA
Bridgewater Township
EMU
Legacy Land Conservancy
Friends of B2B
WC Racial Equity
WISD ‐ Success By 6
Ann Arbor Greenbelt
Poto Mountain Bike Assoc
Ypsilanti Township
New West Willow Neighborhood Ass.
Superior Township
Disc Golf League Assoc.
York Township
5 Healthy Towns
Saline Parks
Sharon Township
Saline Parks
WCC
York Township
Village of Manchester
Ypsilanti Township Parks
Village of Manchester
City of Ypsilanti
Ypsilanti Township
WCC

Stakeholders Meeting - NOTES
WCPARC Master Plan 2020-2024
April 30, 2019
Coy provided an introduction to the Master Plan schedule and process. This stakeholder meeting is something new this plan. The idea is to
understand what each more localized community wants and how WCPARC can help. Coy reviewed the agenda. Introductions around the room
were done.
Joann McCullom: I heard attendance at Meri Lou was down, is that correct?
Coy: It has been down for a few years. We’ve been working on engaging families and kids, as most of our clientele is currently older.
Someone: How do the millages pass?
Coy: Historically, they pass around 60-65%. This part year, it passed with 75%.
Where are summer camps spread throughout the county?
Coy: Independence Lake, Rolling Hills, and we have a free program in the Ypsilanti area in Sugarbrook, Superior Center, West Willow, Parkridge.
Karen: Were the facilities all listed for folks to choose or could they write them in? Could we have the demographic breakdown of the answers?
Meghan: Choices were listed. Yes, we can provide you with more information.
Were people of all incomes surveyed?
Meghan: We have self-reported income information with the survey, but it was sampled by location not by income.
Question: Why are parks/preserves/recreation important in your community?
Group 1: Remy L., Bob K.
Increases quality of life in community; improve property value, health and wellness, including mental health. People just need somewhere to
get out to, besides their own places. Some people live in places with small spaces. We need to preserve these spaces for future generations. It
also includes preservation area for animals, not just humans. Parts of WC are burgeoning, and we want to make sure we preserve land there for
green spaces. Environmental issues must be thought about for future generations. Parks build a stronger sense of community; help define our
community.
How does WCPARC support this: great at getting people out to vote. Leverage millage dollars responsibility. Good at creating partnerships, which
leverages staff strategically. Quality, well-trained staff. Think about community widely. The two county commissioners on the parks commission
is good to have. WCPARC is proactive, makes plans. Improve: might offer subtle information on how to use the millage, since the money has to be
used specifically; would be helpful if WCPARC were straightforward in communication on how money CAN be used. Could make themselves more
physical: get out to community festivals, churches, school events; go to the people more, instead of expecting them to go to the website.
Group 2: Diane K.
Adding new things only: Many of the same things, but it depends on the area. Some rural places don’t want large parks that pushes on the
infrastructure with the extra traffic but may be okay with preserves. Strong desire to preserve open space, including agricultural space. People
don’t realize the impact of taking away farms—impact on wildlife.
County support: similar to first group, especially willingness to partner. Improve: Connectivity: give population physical access. Some parts of the

county don’t have bicycling infrastructure to connect to existing bike infrastructure
Group 3: HRWC
Getting people outdoors. Affordable recreation, equitable access. Health and wellness benefits, including mental health. Ecological preservation. A
huge economic driver for the county. Transportation infrastructure and thinking about emissions.
WCPARC support: Good at pulling people together. Looking for diverse programs. Work in places where other communities don’t have the capacity
to do so. Improve: Some of what WCPARC has said they need to improve are encouraged. Look at distribution of facilities. There seem to be
affordability issues, even small entry fees can be prohibitive.
Group 4: Southwest representatives
Parks are healthy. WCPARC support: Technical support, knowledge and expertise is important to small communities who don’t have resources.
Improve: Connecting trails together, maybe between Manchester and Saline. Southwest would like to connect into the B2B, and generally into the
County’s scope. Understand each community’s needs, as they are different across the county. Understand the financial impact of park expansions;
even though there are positive impacts, there is also a tax hurt. Shared programming needed. A media blitz every few years could be good, getting
all the partners together and promote stuff together.
Group 5: Ann S., Anna L.
Quality of life, healthy lifestyles. Social dynamics of parks: common ground for polarized people. Safety of unoccupied lands. Important for those in
cities. WCPARC support: intersecting groups. Free access. Community in mind, like this meeting. Improve: More visibility and communication. Trail
connectivity. Spatial considerations in certain places: like restrooms, benches, safety concerns.
Group 6
Brings people out of homes. Preservation. Education. Community building. Health. Create places for memories. Youth activities.
WCPARC support: promotion and coordination. acquiring properties. Collaboration with local programs. Hold meetings here and in local places.
Improve: Fees do create a challenge. Transportation to parks are barriers. Facilities and connections in southeastern areas could be improved.
Connection to B2B.
List your top two most important WCPARC initiatives and state what Goals/Objectives they support.
1.
Paved multi-use trails, destination-based
2.
New initiative on land-water conservation connection; multi-use recreation.
a.
All five goals
3.
Paved multi-use trails between communities and to major parks
a.
Goal 2,3,4,6
4.
Preserving natural areas, especially in corridors
a.
Goal 2, 3, 4, 6
5.
If you accomplish goal 1, then you’ve accomplished 2-5.
6.
Trails and Greenways
7.
Partnerships; Comprehensive communication plan

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Accessibility in terms of variety of people, connectivity
Land preservation
Family programs
Unique rec opportunities on west side of county
Folk school pop-up, not just at Staebler Farm
Create endowment for expensive venues
Equity, distribution of programs and facilities
Connectivity

Discuss potential partnership Initiatives
1.
Building access to the Saline River
2.
Matthaei trail continuation
3.
Saline River Greenway Alliance needs help with connection out of Milan
4.
City of Ann Arbor gets lots of requests for dog parks but has no land, so neighboring communities might help
5.
EMU Historic Preservation Program is going to partner with Saline on their Cemetery
6.
Joann and Bob talked about fully connecting West Willow path to B2B
7.
Parks and Community Mental Health for programming and advertising
8.
Involving folk in river clearance, to cut channels for recreation access. Does the county have the capacity to help survey what
they need to do? Comprehensive planning for Saline River.
9.
Partnerships on programs that parallel infrastructure projects.
10.
Destination Ann Arbor—their CTAP Program.
11.
Manchester area would like help completing some projects: trails, canoe/kayaks, volunteers for clearing out River Raisin.
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SEMCOG | Southeast Michigan Council of Governments

Community Profiles
YOU ARE VIEWING DATA FOR:

Washtenaw County
Census 2010 Population:

220 N Main St

344,791

Ann Arbor, MI 48104-1413

Area: 722.4 square miles

http://www.ewashtenaw.org/

VIEW COMMUNITY EXPLORER MAP

Population and Households
Link to American Community Survey (ACS) Profiles: Select

a Year 2017

Social | Demographic

Population and Household Estimates for Southeast Michigan, 2018

400,000

Population

Population Forecast

300,000
200,000
100,000
0
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Decennial Census
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Population and Households
Population and Households

Census 2010 Change 2000-2010 Pct Change 2000-2010 SEMCOG Jul 2018 SEMCOG 2045

Total Population

344,791

22,021

6.8%

370,511

452,791

17,812

-3,490

-16.4%

24,246

27,790

326,979

25,511

8.5%

346,265

425,001

Housing Units

147,573

16,599

12.7%

151,300

-

Households (Occupied Units)

137,193

11,961

9.6%

145,833

180,670

Residential Vacancy Rate

7.0%

2.6%

-

3.6%

-

Average Household Size

2.38

-0.02

-

2.37

2.35

Group Quarters Population
Household Population

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, SEMCOG Population and Household Estimates, and SEMCOG 2045 Regional Development
Forecast

Components of Population Change
Components of Population Change
Natural Increase (Births - Deaths)

2000-2005 2006-2010 2011-2015
Avg.
Avg.
Avg.
2,819

1,988

1,613

Births

5,040

3,938

3,724

Deaths

2,221

1,950

2,111

1,074

-1,477

1,139

3,893

511

2,752

Net Migration (Movement In Movement Out)
Population Change (Natural
Increase + Net Migration)

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles

Source: Michigan Department of Community
Health Vital Statistics, U.S. Census Bureau, and
SEMCOG
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Household Types
ACS

2015

Live Alone, 65+ 9%

Live Alone <65 22%

2+ Without Child

With Children 27%

SEMCOG

2045

Live Alone, 65+ 12%

Live Alone <65 18%

2+ Without Childr

With Children 26%

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Household Types

Census 2010

ACS 2015

Change 2010-2015

Pct Change 2010-2015

SEMCOG 2045

With Seniors 65+

25,584

29,548

3,964

15.5%

70,987

Without Seniors

111,609

108,519

-3,090

-2.8%

109,683

Live Alone, 65+

10,003

11,970

1,967

19.7%

21,822

Live Alone, <65

32,033

30,310

-1,723

-5.4%

32,866

2+ Persons, With children

38,991

37,796

-1,195

-3.1%

46,295

2+ Persons, Without children

56,166

57,991

1,825

3.2%

79,687

137,193

138,067

874

0.6%

180,670

Total Households

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, and SEMCOG 2045
Regional Development Forecast

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Population Change by Age, 2010-2015
Age

Under 5 Group
5-9

18,711

-427

5-9

20,009

-287

19,277

-732

25-29

10-14

20,153

523

20,051

-102

30-34

15-19

30,492

2,505

31,087

595

35-39

20-24

40,467

2,023

45,348

4,881

25-29

27,061

-644

26,355

-706

30-34

22,276

-3,632

23,462

1,186

55-59

35-39

21,364

-3,939

21,122

-242

60-64

40-44

22,427

-2,297

21,093

-1,334

45-49

23,654

382

22,350

-1,304

50-54

23,534

3,346

23,168

-366

80-84

55-59

21,558

7,728

21,801

243

85+

60-64

17,707

8,500

19,496

1,789

65-69

11,796

4,454

14,308

2,512

70-74

7,641

984

9,827

2,186

75-79

5,902

428

6,444

542

80-84

4,904

1,305

4,814

-90

85+

4,708

1,509

5,378

670

21,896 354,092

9,301

20-24

40-44
45-49
50-54

65-69
70-74
75-79

20,000

ACS 2015

10,000
Census 2010

0

Change
20102015

-992

15-19

30,000

ACS
2015

19,138

10-14

40,000

Under

Census
Change
2010 2000-2010

5

Total
Median
Age

344,791
33.3

2

33.4

0.1

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, and 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
Note: 2000 total population does not equal the sum of the age populations due to revisions to total population by the U.S. Census
Bureau.

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Forecasted Population Change 2015-2045

Under 5

5-17

18-24

25-54

55-64

65-84

85+

150,000

100,000

50,000

SEMCOG 2045

Age Group

0

SEMCOG 2015

2015

2020

2025

2030

2035

2040

2045

Change 2015 - 2045

Pct Change 2015 - 2045

Under 5

18,579

19,122

20,186

21,227

21,567

21,789

22,110

3,531

19%

5-17

51,382

51,487

52,254

54,138

56,114

57,072

56,817

5,435

10.6%

18-24

63,961

64,259

65,094

64,747

65,050

65,729

66,428

2,467

3.9%

136,831 139,860 145,273 152,549 158,512 162,519 164,414

27,583

20.2%

25-54
55-64

42,779

44,640

44,870

43,580

43,246

44,775

47,226

4,447

10.4%

65-84

39,155

49,458

60,181

68,505

71,912

72,397

72,165

33,010

84.3%

5,864

6,660

7,932

10,860

15,384

19,858

23,631

17,767

303%

358,551 375,486 395,790 415,606 431,785 444,139 452,791

94,240

26.3%

85+
Total

Source: SEMCOG 2045 Regional Development Forecast

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Older Adults and Youth Populations
Older Adults and Youth Population

Census 2010 ACS 2015

Change 2010-2015

Pct Change 2010-2015

SEMCOG 2045

60 and over

52,658

60,267

7,609

14.4%

118,467

65 and over

34,951

40,771

5,820

16.7%

95,796

30,243

35,393

5,150

17%

72,165

4,708

5,378

670

14.2%

23,631

71,953

70,500

-1,453

-2%

78,927

5 to 17

52,815

51,789

-1,026

-1.9%

56,817

Under 5

19,138

18,711

-427

-2.2%

22,110

65 to 84
85 and Over
Under 18

Note: Population by age changes over time because of the aging of people into older age groups, the movement of people, and the
occurrence of births and deaths.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, and SEMCOG 2045
Regional Development Forecast

Race and Hispanic Origin
Race and Hispanic
Origin

Census
2010

Non-Hispanic

330,931

96% 338,618

95.6%

-0.4%

White

248,675

72.1% 251,417

71%

-1.1%

Black

43,152

12.5%

42,294

11.9%

-0.6%

Asian

27,005

7.8%

29,800

8.4%

0.6%

Multi-Racial

10,159

2.9%

13,616

3.8%

0.9%

1,940

0.6%

1,491

0.4%

-0.1%

13,860

4%

15,474

4.4%

0.4%

100% 354,092

100%

0%

Other
Hispanic
Total

344,791

Percent of Population
2010

ACS
2015

Percent of Population Percentage Point Change 20102015
2015

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Decennial Census, and 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Highest Level of Education
Highest Level of
Education*

ACS
2010

ACS
2015

Percentage Point Chg
2010-2015

35

30

24.6%25.4%

25

Did Not Graduate High

6.4%

School

5.5%

-0.9%

26.2%

27.3%

19.3%19.2%

20

16.7%

15.7%

15

10

High School Graduate

16.7%

15.7%

-0.9%

0

Some College, No

19.3%

Degree

19.2%

6.4%

6.8% 6.9%

5.5%

5

-0.2%

Did

No
t

Hig
h

So

Sc

ho

Gr
ad

ua

te

Hig
h

ol

Gr
ad

m

e

As
Co
ll

so

eg

ua

Sc
ho

te

e,

No

cia

Ba

ch

te

Gr
a

e

du
ate

elo

r's

De
g

re

De

De

gr
e

/P

e

gr
ee

ol
ACS 2010

ro
fe

ss

ion
al

De

gr

ee

ACS 2015

Associate Degree

6.8%

6.9%

0.1%

Bachelor's Degree

24.6%

25.4%

0.8%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 and 2011-

26.2%

27.3%

1.1%

Estimates

Graduate / Professional
Degree

2015 American Community Survey 5-Year

* Population age 25 and over

Economy & Jobs
Link to American Community Survey (ACS) Profiles: Select

a Year 2017

Economic

Forecasted Jobs

300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000
100,000
50,000
0
2015

2020

2025

2030

2035

2040

2045

Source: SEMCOG 2045 Regional Development Forecast

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Forecasted Jobs by Industry Sector

2015

2020

2025

2030

2035

2040

Change
Pct
2015Change
2045
2045 2015-2045

8,159

8,875

8,915

8,924

9,107

9,237

9,380

1,221

15%

15,668

15,374

14,714

13,866

13,279

12,755

12,136

-3,532

-22.5%

5,586

5,745

5,752

5,695

5,708

5,708

5,675

89

1.6%

19,236

20,719

20,546

19,871

19,811

19,641

19,260

24

0.1%

5,400

5,446

5,418

5,374

5,429

5,474

5,503

103

1.9%

22,367

22,619

22,363

22,062

22,277

22,435

22,456

89

0.4%

25,489

27,283

28,514

29,742

31,550

33,289

34,861

9,372

36.8%

13,936

14,736

15,371

15,835

16,589

17,244

17,840

3,904

28%

Education Services

51,494

53,879

55,226

56,211

57,471

58,621

59,494

8,000

15.5%

Healthcare Services

50,991

54,002

56,125

57,445

60,100

63,030

65,630

14,639

28.7%

Leisure & Hospitality

21,469

22,676

23,363

23,767

24,476

25,106

25,630

4,161

19.4%

Other Services

10,994

11,593

11,649

11,647

11,872

12,032

12,082

1,088

9.9%

5,862

6,044

6,154

6,234

6,325

6,406

6,463

601

10.3%

256,651 268,991 274,110 276,673 283,994 290,978 296,410

39,759

15.5%

Forecasted Jobs By Industry Sector
Natural Resources, Mining, &
Construction
Manufacturing
Wholesale Trade
Retail Trade
Transportation, Warehousing, & Utilities
Information & Financial Activities
Professional and Technical Services &
Corporate HQ
Administrative, Support, & Waste
Services

Public Administration
Total Employment Numbers

Source: SEMCOG 2045 Regional Development Forecast

Daytime Population
Daytime Population

SEMCOG and ACS 2015

Jobs

256,651

Non-Working Residents

177,545

59%
60

41%
40

20

0
Jobs

Age 15 and under

61,855

Not in labor force

101,689

Unemployed
Daytime Population

14,001
434,196

Non-Working Residents

Source: SEMCOG 2045 Regional Development
Forecast and 2011-2015 American Community
Survey 5-Year Estimates
Note: The number of residents attending school
outside Southeast Michigan is not available. Likewise,

the number of students commuting into Southeast Michigan to attend school is also not known.

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Where Workers Commute From 2013
Rank

Where Workers Commute From *

Workers

Percent

1

Washtenaw County

129,900

64%

2

Wayne County

25,904

12.8%

3

Livingston County

12,171

6%

4

Oakland County

7,924

3.9%

5

Jackson County

7,913

3.9%

6

Lenawee County

6,722

3.3%

7

Monroe County

4,473

2.2%

8

Ingham County

1,405

0.7%

9

Genesee County

1,325

0.7%

10

Lucas County

943

0.5%

-

Elsewhere

4,331

2.1%

203,011

100%

* Workers, age 16 and over employed in Washtenaw County

Source: U.S. Census Bureau - 2009-2013 CTTP/ACS Commuting Data and Commuting Patterns in Southeast Michigan

Where Residents Work 2013
Rank

Where Residents Work *

Workers

Percent

1

Washtenaw County

129,900

77.9%

2

Wayne County

20,104

12.1%

3

Oakland County

6,846

4.1%

4

Livingston County

2,347

1.4%

5

Jackson County

1,155

0.7%

6

Monroe County

881

0.5%

7

Lenawee County

816

0.5%

8

Macomb County

742

0.4%

9

Ingham County

694

0.4%

10

Lucas County

498

0.3%

-

Elsewhere

2,800

1.7%

166,783

100%

* Workers, age 16 and over residing in Washtenaw County

Source: U.S. Census Bureau - 2009-2013 CTTP/ACS Commuting Data and Commuting Patterns in Southeast Michigan

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Household Income
Income (in 2015 dollars)

ACS 2010

ACS 2015

Change 2010-2015

Percent Change 2010-2015

Median Household Income

$64,201

$61,003

$-3,198

-5%

Per Capita Income

$34,039

$34,738

$699

2.1%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 and 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Annual Household Income
Annual Household Income
$200,000 or more
$150,000 to $199,999
$125,000 to $149,999

ACS 2015

$200,000 or more

9,999

$150,000 to $199,999

9,770

$100,000 to $124,999 $125,000

to $149,999

8,524

$100,000 to $124,999

13,162

$75,000 to $99,999

16,303

$45,000 to $49,999

$60,000 to $74,999

12,308

$40,000 to $44,999

$50,000 to $59,999

9,705

$45,000 to $49,999

5,292

$40,000 to $44,999

6,233

$20,000 to $24,999

$35,000 to $39,999

5,688

$15,000 to $19,999

$30,000 to $34,999

6,652

$25,000 to $29,999

6,029

$20,000 to $24,999

6,338

$15,000 to $19,999

5,897

$10,000 to $14,999

5,462

Less than $10,000

10,705

$75,000 to $99,999
$60,000 to $74,999
$50,000 to $59,999

$35,000 to $39,999
$30,000 to $34,999
$25,000 to $29,999

$10,000 to $14,999
Less than $10,000
15,000

10,000

5,000

0

Total

138,067

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015
American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Poverty
Poverty

ACS 2010

% of Total (2010)

ACS 2015

% of Total (2015)

% Point Chg 2010-2015

Persons in Poverty

44,059

13.7%

51,965

15.4%

1.7%

Households in Poverty

17,565

13.1%

19,625

14.2%

1.1%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 and 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Housing
Link to American Community Survey (ACS) Profiles: Select

a Year 2017

Housing

Building Permits 2000 - 2019
Year

Single Family

Two Family

Attach Condo

Multi Family

Total Units

Total Demos

Net Total

2000

1,719

14

240

80

2,053

61

1,992

2001

1,722

34

333

287

2,376

48

2,328

2002

1,825

10

452

120

2,407

43

2,364

2003

1,955

16

562

72

2,605

47

2,558

2004

1,775

20

499

531

2,825

55

2,770

2005

1,167

6

437

101

1,711

67

1,644

2006

512

16

154

72

754

44

710

2007

358

12

236

107

713

45

668

2008

243

4

25

100

372

43

329

2009

158

6

44

176

384

40

344

2010

241

2

70

6

319

108

211

2011

233

4

8

349

594

60

534

2012

315

4

34

348

701

111

590

2013

462

0

94

342

898

188

710

2014

404

4

66

445

919

33

886

2015

474

4

92

464

1,034

38

996

2016

539

4

143

442

1,128

111

1,017

2017

498

2

241

535

1,276

24

1,252

2018

542

34

244

685

1,505

38

1,467

2019

206

30

24

340

600

9

591

15,348

226

3,998

5,602

25,174

1,213

23,961

2000 to 2019 totals
Source: SEMCOG Development

Note: Permit data for most recent years may be incomplete and is updated monthly.

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Housing Types
Housing Type

ACS 2010

ACS 2015

Change 2010-2015

New Units Permitted 2015-2018

83,255

84,994

1,739

2,053

Duplex

4,304

4,086

-218

44

Townhouse / Attached Condo

8,337

9,645

1,308

720

45,265

45,046

-219

2,126

6,108

5,271

-837

-85

0

56

56

147,269

149,098

1,829

Single Family Detached

Multi-Unit Apartment
Mobile Home / Manufactured Housing
Other
Total

4,858

Units Demolished

-211

Net (Total Permitted Units - Units Demolished)

4,647

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 and 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates, SEMCOG Development

Housing Tenure
Housing Tenure

Census 2010 ACS 2015

Owner occupied

83,483

82,525

-958

Renter occupied

53,710

55,542

1,832

Vacant

10,380

11,031

651

Seasonal/migrant

1,403

1,436

33

Other vacant units

8,977

9,595

618

147,573

149,098

1,525

Total Housing Units

ACS 2015

Change 2010-2015

Vacant 7%

Renter occupied 37%

Owner occupied 55%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 and 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Housing Value and Rent
Housing Value (in 2015 dollars)
Median housing value
Median gross rent

ACS 2010

ACS 2015

Change 2010-2015

Percent Change 2010-2015

$237,998

$208,200

$-29,798

-12.5%

$953

$953

$0

0%

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000, 2006-2010 and 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Housing Value
Housing Value
$1,000,000 or more

$1,000,000 or more

$500,000 to $999,999
$300,000 to $499,999

$500,000 to $999,999

ACS 2015
815
5,595

$250,000 to $299,999 $300,000

to $499,999

15,827

$200,000 to $249,999 $250,000

to $299,999

9,578

$200,000 to $249,999

11,302

$175,000 to $199,999
$150,000 to $174,999

$125,000 to $149,999 $175,000

to $199,999

6,090

$100,000 to $124,999 $150,000

to $174,999

8,204

$125,000 to $149,999

5,098

$100,000 to $124,999

5,229

$30,000 to $39,999

$80,000 to $99,999

3,567

$20,000 to $29,999

$60,000 to $79,999

3,161

$40,000 to $59,999

2,737

$30,000 to $39,999

1,045

$20,000 to $29,999

1,077

$10,000 to $19,999

1,225

Less than $10,000

1,975

$80,000 to $99,999
$60,000 to $79,999
$40,000 to $59,999

$10,000 to $19,999
Less than $10,000
15,000

10,000

5,000

0

Owner-Occupied Units

82,525

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Residence One Year Ago *

80

76%

60

40

20

12%
6%

4%

2%

0
Same

House

Differe

Differe
Differe
nt Hou
nt Cou
nt State
se, Sam
nty in M
ichigan
e Coun
ty

Abroad

* This table represents persons, age 1 and over, living in Washtenaw County from 2011-2015. The table does not represent person who
moved out of Washtenaw County from 2011-2015.
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Transportation
Miles of public road (including boundary roads): 2,405
Source: Michigan Geographic Framework

Pavement Condition (in Lane Miles)
Past Pavement Conditions

Current Pavement Conditions

2007

2017 - 2018

Good 10%
Fair 26%
Poor 41%

Poor 48%
Fair 43%
Good 33%

Note: Poor pavements are generally in need of rehabilitation or full reconstruction to return to good condition. Fair pavements are in
need of capital preventive maintenance to avoid deteriorating to the poor classification. Good pavements generally receive only routine
maintenance, such as street sweeping and snow removal, until they deteriorate to the fair condition.
Source: SEMCOG

Bridge Status
Bridge Status
Open

2008

2008 (%)

2009

2009 (%)

2010

2010 (%)

Percent Point Chg 2008-2010

204

86.1%

207

85.5%

277

88.8%

2.7%

27

11.4%

32

13.2%

28

9%

-2.4%

6

2.5%

3

1.2%

7

2.2%

-0.3%

237

100.0%

242

100.0%

312

100.0%

0.0%

86

36.3%

101

41.7%

110

35.3%

-1%

Open with Restrictions
Closed*
Total Bridges
Deficient Bridges

* Bridges may be closed because of new construction or failed condition.
Note: A bridge is considered deficient if it is structurally deficient (in poor shape and unable to carry the load for which it was designed)
or functionally obsolete (in good physical condition but unable to support current or future demands, for example, being too narrow to
accommodate truck traffic).
Source: Michigan Structure Inventory and Appraisal Database
Detailed Intersection & Road Data
https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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80

Transportation to Work, 2015 *

73%

60

40

20

8%

6%

5%

1%
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* Resident workers age 16 and over

Transportation to Work
ACS
2010

% of Total (ACS
2010)

122,046

74.5%

125,070

72.6%

-1.9%

12,940

7.9%

13,310

7.7%

-0.2%

6,302

3.8%

9,252

5.4%

1.6%

10,749

6.6%

10,625

6.2%

-0.4%

Biked

2,237

1.4%

3,210

1.9%

0.5%

Other Means

1,089

0.7%

1,137

0.7%

0%

Worked at home

8,460

5.2%

9,694

5.6%

0.4%

163,823

100.0%

172,298

100.0%

0.0%

Transportation to Work
Drove alone
Carpooled or vanpooled
Public transportation
Walked

Resident workers age 16 and
over

ACS
% of Total (ACS 2015) % Point Chg 2010-2015
2015

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 and 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

Mean Travel Time to Work
Mean Travel Time To Work
For residents age 16 and over who worked outside the home

ACS 2010

ACS 2015

Change 2010-2015

22.6 minutes

22 minutes

-0.6 minutes

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2006-2010 and 2011-2015 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Crashes, 2014-2018

12,000
10,000
8,000
6,000
4,000
2,000
0
2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Source: Michigan Department of State Police with the Criminal Justice Information Center and SEMCOG
Note: Crash data shown is for the entire city.

Crash Severity
Crash Severity

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Percent of Crashes 2014 - 2018

29

26

23

37

25

0.2%

126

100

129

147

139

1.1%

Other Injury

1,720

1,767

1,980

1,831

1,725

16.1%

Property Damage Only

9,367

8,946

9,570

9,316

9,117

82.5%

11,242

10,839

11,702

11,331

11,006

100%

Fatal

Serious Injury

Total Crashes

Crashes by Type
Crashes by Type

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Percent of Crashes 2014 - 2018

134

131

118

93

111

1%

Angle or Head-on/Left-turn

1,981

1,924

2,150

1,970

1,890

17.7%

Rear-End

3,800

3,827

4,261

4,008

3,806

35.1%

Sideswipe

1,705

1,613

1,798

1,692

1,744

15.2%

Single Vehicle

2,970

2,854

2,795

2,903

2,786

25.5%

Backing

N/A

0

60

194

225

0.9%

Other or Unknown

652

490

520

471

444

4.6%

Head-on

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Crashes by Involvement
Crashes by Involvement

2014

2015

2016

2017

2018

Percent of Crashes 2014 - 2018

Red-light Running

161

182

216

200

184

1.7%

2,098

1,784

1,790

1,910

1,758

16.6%

320

332

329

341

281

2.9%

84

121

103

114

82

0.9%

Deer

952

1,062

961

962

1,003

8.8%

Train

2

2

1

0

0

0%

596

521

573

638

669

5.3%

School Bus

29

27

31

25

22

0.2%

Emergency Vehicle

59

58

61

51

49

0.5%

Motorcycle

90

108

97

91

70

0.8%

3,072

3,165

3,498

3,087

2,950

28.1%

Work Zone

102

57

127

304

56

1.2%

Pedestrian

102

87

127

107

111

1%

98

77

121

88

77

0.8%

0

0

519

920

733

3.9%

Older Driver (65 and older)

1,587

1,584

1,707

1,723

1,747

14.9%

Young Driver (16 to 24)

4,052

4,032

4,374

4,168

3,836

36.5%

Lane Departure
Alcohol
Drugs

Commercial Truck/Bus

Intersection

Bicyclist
Distracted Driver

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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High Frequency Intersection Crash Rankings
County Rank

Region Rank

Intersection

Annual Avg 2014-2018

1

1

Ellsworth Rd W @ State Rd S

83.8

2

32

Carpenter Rd @ Washtenaw Ave

44.8

3

96

Huron St N @ Michigan Ave E

34.2

4

99

State St S @ Hilton Blvd

34

5

103

Washtenaw Ave @ Golfside Dr

33.8

5

103

Carpenter Rd @ Packard St

33.8

7

114

Michigan Ave W @ Hewitt Rd S

33.4

8

121

Carpenter Rd @ Ellsworth Rd E

32.4

9

125

Carpenter Rd @ Michigan Ave W

32.2

10

128

Washtenaw Ave @ Huron Pkwy S

32

Note: Intersections are ranked by the number of reported crashes, which does not take into account traffic volume. Crashes reported
occurred within 150 feet of the intersection.
Source: Michigan Department of State Police with the Criminal Justice Information Center and SEMCOG

High Frequency Road Segment Crash Rankings
County Rank

Region Rank

Segment

From Road - To Road

Annual Avg 2014-2018

1

18

Washtenaw Ave

Carpenter Rd - Golfside Dr

90.2

2

31

Michigan Ave E

State Rd S - Platt Rd

77.2

3

72

S US 23

S US 23 - Territorial/S US 23 Ramp

61

3

72

Plymouth Rd

Barton Dr - Nixon Rd

61

5

101

Washtenaw Ave

Golfside Dr - Hewitt Rd N

56.6

6

105

Washtenaw Ave

Arlington Blvd - Huron Pkwy S

56.2

7

140

Carpenter Rd

Ellsworth Rd E - Packard St

51.4

8

145

State St S

S State/W I 94 Ramp - Eisenhower Pkwy E

50.8

9

182

Michigan Ave E

Old Creek Dr - Industrial Dr

47.4

10

185

Washtenaw Ave

Huron Pkwy S - Pittsfield Blvd

47

Note: Segments are ranked by the number of reported crashes, which does not take into account traffic volume.

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Environment
SEMCOG 2015 Land Use
SEMCOG 2015 Land Use

Acres

Percent

98,995.9

21.4%

Multi-Family Residential

3,558.6

0.8%

Retail

3,137.9

0.7%

Office

2,206.3

0.5%

Hospitality

1,321.8

0.3%

Medical

1,293.3

0.3%

Institutional

6,657.6

1.4%

Industrial

7,893.5

1.7%

232,321.2

50.3%

36,371.6

7.9%

Cemetery

683.5

0.1%

Parking

317.6

0.1%

2,497.6

0.5%

TCU

18,800.2

4.1%

Vacant

31,707.1

6.9%

Water

14,556.8

3.1%

462,320.7

100%

Single-Family Residential

Agricultural
Recreation / Open Space

Extractive

Total
Note: Land Cover was derived from SEMCOG's 2010 Leaf off Imagery.
Source: SEMCOG

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Source Data

SEMCOG Land Cover in 2010

SEMCOG - Detailed Data

57%

60

40

32%

20

8%
1%

3%

0
Impervious

Type

Trees

Open Space

Bare

Description

Impervious buildings, roads, driveways, parking lots

Water

Acres Percent
35,117.2

7.6%

woody vegetation, trees

146,277.5

31.6%

Open Space agricultural fields, grasslands, turfgrass

263,711.9

57%

2,657.4

0.6%

14,556.8

3.1%

Trees

Bare

soil, aggregate piles, unplanted fields

Water

rivers, lakes, drains, ponds

Total Acres

https://semcog.org/Community-Profiles
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Washtenaw County Parks and
Recreation Commission
Administrative Building:
2230 Platt Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
(734) 971-6337 phone
(734) 971-6386 fax
Mailing:
P.O. Box 8645
Ann Arbor, MI 48107-8645
parks@washtenaw.org
washtenaw.org/parks

