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Public Hearing minutes, Sept. 25, 2019
Public Hearing notice (affidavit of publication), Washtenaw Legal
News, Sept. 12, 2019
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Letter Transmitting Adopted Plan - County Planning Agency (BOC)

Letter Transmitting Adopted Plan - SEMCOG

Board of Commissioner Resolution
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE WASHTENAW COUNTY PARKS AND
RECREATION COMMISSION 2020-2024 5-YEAR RECREATION MASTER PLAN
WASHTENAW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
November 20, 2019
WHEREAS, pursuant to Public Act 261 of 1965 the Washtenaw County Board of
Commissioners established and appointed the Washtenaw County Parks and
Recreation Commission in August of 1973; and
WHEREAS, the purpose of the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
is to acquire, develop and maintain parklands and preserves, and operate recreational
facilities for the benefit of Washtenaw County citizens; and
WHEREAS, since 1976 the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission has
been supported, in part, by a voter approved millage dedicated exclusively to the
purpose of acquiring, developing, maintaining and operating parks, preserves and
recreational facilities for the benefit of Washtenaw County citizens; and
WHEREAS, the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission periodically
prepares a five-year recreation master plan, which identifies and details the anticipated
strategic investments of those public funds for said recreational purposes during the
term of the plan; and
WHEREAS, the 2020-2024 5-Year Recreation Master Plan, approved by the
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission on October 8, 2019, is an
evolutionary document that builds on previous planning efforts, and incorporates
considerable public input obtained through community surveys, on-line comment
opportunities, one stakeholder meeting, three public engagement sessions held at
various locations throughout Washtenaw County during the past year, and a Public
Hearing; and
WHEREAS, approval of this plan by the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners
will also maintain the eligibility of the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation
Commission to receive financial support for acquisition and development from the
Michigan Department of Natural Resources for various recreation grants, including the
Trust Fund grant program, which has been instrumental in the realization of many
important recreational opportunities throughout Washtenaw County;
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Washtenaw County Board of
Commissioners hereby approves the 2020-2024 5-Year Recreation Master Plan as
prepared and submitted by the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission.

WCPARC Resolution

Public Hearing Minutes

Public Hearing Notice

Draft Plan Published

Public Engagement

Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
Notice of Public Meeting
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Master Plan: 2020-2024
This meeting is for the public to provide input and comments on the draft Washtenaw
County Parks and Recreation Master Plan for the five year period of 2020 to 2024. The
plan outlines the goals and objectives the Commission has established for the next five
years as well as the Action Program, which details specific improvements to undertake
at its parks, preserves, and other recreation facilities. Light refreshments will be served.
Date:
Time:
Place:

Tuesday, May 7, 2019
7:00pm
Ypsilanti District Library-Whittaker – Community Meeting Room
5577 Whittaker Rd
Ypsilanti, MI 48197

Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, May 9, 2019
7:00pm
Village of Manchester Offices – Village Room
912 City Road
Manchester, MI 48158

Date:
Time:
Place:

Thursday, May 16, 2019
7:00pm
Whitmore Lake Elementary School – Cafeteria
1077 Barker Rd
Whitmore Lake, MI 48189

The County of Washtenaw will provide reasonable auxiliary aids and services, such as
signers for the hearing impaired and audiotapes of printed materials being considered at
the meeting, to individuals with disabilities at the meeting/hearing upon seven (7) days’
notice to the County of Washtenaw. Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids
or services should contact the County of Washtenaw by writing or calling the following:
Human Resources, 220 N. Main St, P.O. Box 8645, Ann Arbor, Michigan 48107-8645,
(734) 222-6800, TDD# (734) 994-1733.
Posted in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, P.A. 267 of 1976.
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meeting, a required part of the master plan process,
included a presentation about what they do

currently and their plans for the future, and then
they gathered input from Manchester residents on
the direction we’d like the parks system to go.

After giving an overview of the current park
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system, the staff provided an update on the B2B
trail which, when completed, will run from
Stockbridge to Chelsea, Dexter, Barton Hills, Ann

Arbor and Ypsilanti. WCPRC staff then talked
about Staebler Farm County Park in Superior
Township, a farmstead being converted into a park

that will feature traditional skills classes in a
partnership with the Michigan Folk School. They
also discussed three projects proposed or currently
under construction in the Manchester area.

The future canoe/kayak livery operation with put-

in access at Sharon Mills County Parks and take out
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in the River Raisin Park, downtown in the village
was discussed. This project will be part of a
collaboration between the village and county, and in
fact it was the water trail between the two parks that
enabled the village to receive the grant from the
state to construct the park. Although the River
Raisin Park is on schedule to be done by early fall,
the livery at Sharon Mills is still a few years off.
The Watkins Lake Trail, a multi-use nonmotorized trail connecting the village to Watkins
Lake Park and Preserve, was talked about. Although
this is a Manchester Township project, the
feasibility study for this trail was funded with a
grant from the county. Manchester Township board
member Ron Milkey was present and explained that
not all of the land needed for the trail has been
secured yet and that realistically it would be 3 or 4

Manchester resident Linda Stevens prepares to vote on her county park
priority for the next 5 years.

Do you enjoy Sharon Mills Park or Watkins Lake
State Park and County Preserve? What about the
Leonard Preserve or the Ervin-Stucki Preserve or
the Brauer Preserve? These are just a handful of the
14 parks, 34 nature preserves, and 6,000 acres of
land owned and administered by the Washtenaw
County Parks and Recreation Commission
(WCPRC), and last Thursday WCPRC came to
Manchester for a public meeting to determine what
other park amenities might be needed in this area.
WCPRC is preparing their County Park Master

years before the the trail will be completed.

The multi-use trail through the village along a
disused rail bed was discussed. While this trail is a
Manchester Village project, it was also partially
funded with a grant from the county. That trail is
currently being prepared for the “phase two,”

creating the trail bed for the east side of the trail. A
question was asked during the meeting about
whether a pedestrian bridge over the Raisin River

connecting the two parts of the trail would be
constructed. Village manager Jeff Wallace, who was

present, stated that a bridge would likely be in stage
4 of the plan.

700 residents and went over the results at the

meeting. They sampled based on multiple factors,
including geography. The Manchester area maps to

the Southwest region they surveyed. Because of this
we know that the highest priorities for facilities for

the Manchester area are trails, canoe & kayak
launch sites and liveries, boating & fishing areas,
historical buildings and museums, and a recreation
center in the western half of the county. This

differed from the overall county results–as while the
county in general also prioritized trails, and canoe
and kayak liveries, they also prioritized nature

centers, indoor aquatic centers, sledding hills, water
parks and water slides, dog parks and camping areas.
Overall, the county prioritized adult fitness and
wellness programs, kayak, canoe and paddle board
rentals, community festivals and winter programs.

The Manchester area also prioritized adult fitness as
well as wellness programs and community festivals,
but also senior wellness and fitness programs.
Visit to read the results of the survey HERE
(https://washtenaw.org/DocumentCenter/View/12298/Report--WCPARC-Master-Plan-Survey--February-252019).

The second half of the meeting was spent

gathering input from attendees. Parks were
discussed as beneficial for individuals but also as

draws to the community for tourists and new
residents alike. Meeting attendees gave their

priorities for WCPARC moving forward and these
varied from very specific like a boardwalk over the

flooded area in the Leonard Preserve, a splash pad,
and a pool to support for planned projects like the
Sharon Mills canoe livery and trails connecting
communities, to more conceptual priorities like
staying relevant and interesting, leveraging
resources,
and
communities.

collaborating

with

other

The meeting held in Manchester was one of only
three being held. One was already held in Ypsilanti
last Tuesday. A third meeting will be held this
Thursday at 7 pm at Whitmore Lake Elementary
School. If you missed the meeting and are unable to
attend the Whitmore Lake meeting but want to
communicate your priorities for WCPRC, email
parks@washtenaw.org
(mailto:parks@washtenaw.org) or send a letter to
P.O. Box 8645, Ann Arbor, MI 48107-8645.
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Stakeholder Meeting Attendee List
First Name
Last Name
Rena
Basch
Elaine
Bater
Dayna
Benoit
Ray
Berg
Jay
Bibby
Scott
Broshar
Daniel
Brown
Nancy
Bryk
Susan
Faulkner
Susann
Flowers
Alex
Gossage
Hillary
Hanzel
Amy
Heydlauff
Rod
Hill
Grant
Howard
Wes
Howell
Diana
Kern
Bob
Krzewinski
Anna
Lemler
Margy
Long
Remy
Long
Carl
Loomis
Karen
Lovejoy Roe
JoAnn
McCollum
Brenda
McKinney
Robert
Miller
Helen
Neill
Matt
Pegouskie
James
Peters
Peter
Psarouthakis
Carla
Scruggs
Anne
Stevenson
Chuck
Tellas
Pat
Vailliencourt
Angie
Verges
Jeff
Wallace
Bonnie
Wessler
Charlotte
Wilson
Shelly
Zervos

Organization
Ann Arbor Township
Lima Township
WCHD (Public Health)
Manchester DDA/Wellness Coalition
HCMA
5 Healthy Towns
HRWC
EMU Historic Preservation
HWPI
WATS
Ann Arbor Center of Indep. Living
Ann Arbor City Parks
5 Healthy Towns
Milan SRGA
Bridgewater Township
EMU
Legacy Land Conservancy
Friends of B2B
WC Racial Equity
WISD ‐ Success By 6
Ann Arbor Greenbelt
Poto Mountain Bike Assoc
Ypsilanti Township
New West Willow Neighborhood Ass.
Superior Township
Disc Golf League Assoc.
York Township
5 Healthy Towns
Saline Parks
Sharon Township
Saline Parks
WCC
York Township
Village of Manchester
Ypsilanti Township Parks
Village of Manchester
City of Ypsilanti
Ypsilanti Township
WCC

Stakeholders Meeting - NOTES
WCPARC Master Plan 2020-2024
April 30, 2019
Coy provided an introduction to the Master Plan schedule and process. This stakeholder meeting is something new this plan. The idea is to
understand what each more localized community wants and how WCPARC can help. Coy reviewed the agenda. Introductions around the room
were done.
Joann McCullom: I heard attendance at Meri Lou was down, is that correct?
Coy: It has been down for a few years. We’ve been working on engaging families and kids, as most of our clientele is currently older.
Someone: How do the millages pass?
Coy: Historically, they pass around 60-65%. This part year, it passed with 75%.
Where are summer camps spread throughout the county?
Coy: Independence Lake, Rolling Hills, and we have a free program in the Ypsilanti area in Sugarbrook, Superior Center, West Willow, Parkridge.
Karen: Were the facilities all listed for folks to choose or could they write them in? Could we have the demographic breakdown of the answers?
Meghan: Choices were listed. Yes, we can provide you with more information.
Were people of all incomes surveyed?
Meghan: We have self-reported income information with the survey, but it was sampled by location not by income.
Question: Why are parks/preserves/recreation important in your community?
Group 1: Remy L., Bob K.
Increases quality of life in community; improve property value, health and wellness, including mental health. People just need somewhere to
get out to, besides their own places. Some people live in places with small spaces. We need to preserve these spaces for future generations. It
also includes preservation area for animals, not just humans. Parts of WC are burgeoning, and we want to make sure we preserve land there for
green spaces. Environmental issues must be thought about for future generations. Parks build a stronger sense of community; help define our
community.
How does WCPARC support this: great at getting people out to vote. Leverage millage dollars responsibility. Good at creating partnerships, which
leverages staff strategically. Quality, well-trained staff. Think about community widely. The two county commissioners on the parks commission
is good to have. WCPARC is proactive, makes plans. Improve: might offer subtle information on how to use the millage, since the money has to be
used specifically; would be helpful if WCPARC were straightforward in communication on how money CAN be used. Could make themselves more
physical: get out to community festivals, churches, school events; go to the people more, instead of expecting them to go to the website.
Group 2: Diane K.
Adding new things only: Many of the same things, but it depends on the area. Some rural places don’t want large parks that pushes on the
infrastructure with the extra traffic but may be okay with preserves. Strong desire to preserve open space, including agricultural space. People
don’t realize the impact of taking away farms—impact on wildlife.
County support: similar to first group, especially willingness to partner. Improve: Connectivity: give population physical access. Some parts of the

county don’t have bicycling infrastructure to connect to existing bike infrastructure
Group 3: HRWC
Getting people outdoors. Affordable recreation, equitable access. Health and wellness benefits, including mental health. Ecological preservation. A
huge economic driver for the county. Transportation infrastructure and thinking about emissions.
WCPARC support: Good at pulling people together. Looking for diverse programs. Work in places where other communities don’t have the capacity
to do so. Improve: Some of what WCPARC has said they need to improve are encouraged. Look at distribution of facilities. There seem to be
affordability issues, even small entry fees can be prohibitive.
Group 4: Southwest representatives
Parks are healthy. WCPARC support: Technical support, knowledge and expertise is important to small communities who don’t have resources.
Improve: Connecting trails together, maybe between Manchester and Saline. Southwest would like to connect into the B2B, and generally into the
County’s scope. Understand each community’s needs, as they are different across the county. Understand the financial impact of park expansions;
even though there are positive impacts, there is also a tax hurt. Shared programming needed. A media blitz every few years could be good, getting
all the partners together and promote stuff together.
Group 5: Ann S., Anna L.
Quality of life, healthy lifestyles. Social dynamics of parks: common ground for polarized people. Safety of unoccupied lands. Important for those in
cities. WCPARC support: intersecting groups. Free access. Community in mind, like this meeting. Improve: More visibility and communication. Trail
connectivity. Spatial considerations in certain places: like restrooms, benches, safety concerns.
Group 6
Brings people out of homes. Preservation. Education. Community building. Health. Create places for memories. Youth activities.
WCPARC support: promotion and coordination. acquiring properties. Collaboration with local programs. Hold meetings here and in local places.
Improve: Fees do create a challenge. Transportation to parks are barriers. Facilities and connections in southeastern areas could be improved.
Connection to B2B.
List your top two most important WCPARC initiatives and state what Goals/Objectives they support.
1.
Paved multi-use trails, destination-based
2.
New initiative on land-water conservation connection; multi-use recreation.
a.
All five goals
3.
Paved multi-use trails between communities and to major parks
a.
Goal 2,3,4,6
4.
Preserving natural areas, especially in corridors
a.
Goal 2, 3, 4, 6
5.
If you accomplish goal 1, then you’ve accomplished 2-5.
6.
Trails and Greenways
7.
Partnerships; Comprehensive communication plan

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

Accessibility in terms of variety of people, connectivity
Land preservation
Family programs
Unique rec opportunities on west side of county
Folk school pop-up, not just at Staebler Farm
Create endowment for expensive venues
Equity, distribution of programs and facilities
Connectivity

Discuss potential partnership Initiatives
1.
Building access to the Saline River
2.
Matthaei trail continuation
3.
Saline River Greenway Alliance needs help with connection out of Milan
4.
City of Ann Arbor gets lots of requests for dog parks but has no land, so neighboring communities might help
5.
EMU Historic Preservation Program is going to partner with Saline on their Cemetery
6.
Joann and Bob talked about fully connecting West Willow path to B2B
7.
Parks and Community Mental Health for programming and advertising
8.
Involving folk in river clearance, to cut channels for recreation access. Does the county have the capacity to help survey what
they need to do? Comprehensive planning for Saline River.
9.
Partnerships on programs that parallel infrastructure projects.
10.
Destination Ann Arbor—their CTAP Program.
11.
Manchester area would like help completing some projects: trails, canoe/kayaks, volunteers for clearing out River Raisin.

