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STATE OF MICHIGAN
The State of Michigan is the largest provider of recreational land in
Washtenaw County. The Michigan Department of Natural Resources
(MDNR) operates 21 state parks in Southeast Michigan, eight located
wholly or partially within Washtenaw County. These include State
Recreation areas Waterloo, Pinckney, Walter J. Hayes, Watkins Lake
(managed in partnership with Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation
Commission), and four Game Management areas: Chelsea, Sharon,
Little Goose Lake, and Gregory. In total, the state has approximately
16,000 acres under its management in Washtenaw County. Most of the
acreage is undeveloped and provides wildlife habitat and nature study;
about 1,200 acres are developed for active recreation.

Fitness room at the Meri Lou Murray Recreation Center

IV. RECREATION INVENTORY
A. Washtenaw County Recreation Lands
Washtenaw County is fortunate to have an abundance of parks, natural
areas, recreation facilities, trails, and programs available for its residents.
To assist in future recreation decision making, it is important to develop
and evaluate a complete inventory of these opportunities. This section
provides an overview of recreation providers and opportunities in or near
Washtenaw County, including a comprehensive inventory of Washtenaw
County Parks and Recreation Commission facilities.

Many public and private agencies plan and provide parks and recreation
opportunities in the County. In addition to the Washtenaw County
Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC), these include: the State
Department of Natural Resources; Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority
(HCMA); local municipalities; school districts; universities and community
colleges; land conservation organizations; and for-profit companies.
Public recreation lands and programs within the County are operated by
four governmental levels: state, regional, county, and local. These lands
total approximately 33,000 acres and include everything from the large
state recreation areas to small play lots managed by cities and townships.

REGIONAL PARKS: HURON-CLINTON METROPOLITAN AUTHORITY
Regional park facilities within the County are provided by the HuronClinton Metropolitan Authority (HCMA or “Metroparks”), which
presently operates approximately 24,000 acres of land in its five-county
district. Within Washtenaw County, the HCMA manages one large and
two small Metroparks on the Huron River totaling more than 1,700
acres: Hudson Mills, Dexter-Huron, and Delhi. They also sponsor
region-wide programs, such as nature and heritage interpretation,
as well as special events, including golf and boat shows, fireworks,
festivals, and music concerts. The Border-to-Border Trail, a Washtenaw
County Parks and Recreation Commission partnership initiative, passes
through Hudson Mills and Dexter-Huron parks, and eventually Delhi
Metropark.
LOCAL RECREATION
Local communities have the primary responsibility for meeting public
recreational needs of residents in their individual communities. Cities,
villages, and the more urbanized townships provide more than 5,000
acres of municipal parkland for their residents. Many park areas are
developed with active recreation amenities, such as athletic fields and
picnic grounds. Some community park facilities are located on school
district property.
The City of Ann Arbor, with more than 2,100 acres of parkland, is the
largest local recreation provider within the County. Ann Arbor also
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maintains two municipal golf courses and has designated several
areas for nature study. Increasingly, the City of Ypsilanti, and Ypsilanti
and Pittsfield townships have taken a more significant role in the
provision of recreation services. The outlying municipalities of Milan,
Manchester, Chelsea, Dexter, Scio, and Saline are also managing
growing park acreage. Other townships that are active in recreation
are Northfield, Superior, and York.
Most cities and villages in Washtenaw County provide some level of
recreation programs for their citizens. An example of some programs
include: basic sports, aerobics, arts and crafts courses, martial
arts, swim lessons, and activities for seniors. Additionally, several
communities provide more intensive recreation programs such as
fitness/aerobics classes, gymnastics, and sports leagues for adults.
Typically, these programs are available for a fee. Municipalities and
community organizations also host various events, including craft fairs,
auctions, parades, and related activities.
INSTITUTIONAL RECREATION
Significant acreages of open space, recreational lands, and facilities in
the County are owned by publicly funded educational institutions. This

category includes public school athletic areas, school nature preserves,
university sports fields, golf courses, and field research properties.
Local public school districts control about 2,100 acres developed primarily
for playgrounds and playfields; some districts have also made provisions
for nature study areas. School district Community Education Programs
are major providers of recreation services, and have allowed the use of the
facilities by outside groups. In rural areas, local schools are more likely to
be the primary providers of recreation services.
The universities and colleges located in Washtenaw County provide
recreation facilities totaling some 2,800 acres with varying levels of public
use. The University of Michigan, for example, manages a botanical garden
and an arboretum that are open to and popular with the public; owns
two golf courses, primarily for the use of their students and staff but
open to the public at a higher rate; and reserves a major portion of their
landholdings for scientific study and research.
Colleges and universities in Washtenaw County play an active role in
the provision of recreational opportunities through inter-collegiate and
intramural programs. They also offer cultural resources such as libraries,
museums, and theater programs.
PRIVATE RECREATION
Private lands devoted to recreation in Washtenaw County account for
approximately 4,000 acres. Located primarily in outlying areas, country
clubs, sports clubs, and camps are available to members of particular
organizations, with membership fees a usual requirement.

Border-to-Border Trail through Hudson Mills Metropark
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Private and semi-public organizations offer a wide variety of both
structured and unstructured recreation programs. The primary
programs offered are through private golf, tennis, and swimming clubs.
Privately owned bowling alleys, fitness facilities, and campgrounds
are also available. Semi-public organizations offer some of the same
types of programs to the public on a fee basis and numerous church
organizations offer a broad range of recreation programs. Other
organizations exist to serve special interests that range from horseback
riding to arts and crafts to theater.

OTHER PROTECTED LANDS
Other protected lands, managed by both public and private entities,
primarily provide protection of agricultural, natural, cultural, or historic
resources. Some of this land provides limited access to the general
public for passive recreation use, such as nature study and hiking.

WCPARC has also developed a broad range of recreational facilities and
offers a diverse, entertaining, and educational array of programs for all
ages. Figure 1 shows locations of all the parks, preserves, and Borderto-Border Trail. A map may also be found on WCPARC’s website:
washtenaw.org/parks.

MAJOR RECREATION AREAS OUTSIDE OF WASHTENAW COUNTY
Significant regional recreation outside the County is provided by the
State, HCMA, metropolitan area counties, and other quasi-public or
private entities. A number of state parks and recreation areas totaling,
more than 44,000 acres, are located in Southeastern Michigan. The
parks offer picnic areas, swimming, hiking, camping, boating, fishing,
and play areas. HCMA operates ten Metroparks totaling more than
24,000 acres outside the County. The wide range of activities provided
includes: nature trails, picnic areas, boating, swimming, golf, crosscountry skiing, play areas, dancing, and more. Other popular, more
specialized recreational areas are the Detroit Zoo, Belle Isle, and The
Henry Ford in metropolitan Detroit, and the Toledo Zoo and Cedar
Point in northwest Ohio.

Appendix A contains the table of the “Recommended Classification
System for Local and Regional Recreation, Open Space, and Trails” and
Appendix E shows the “Suggested Facility Development Standards.”
These standards are viewed as guides only, addressing the minimum
objectives to be achieved, and not maximum objectives.

A comprehensive (but not exhaustive) list of recreation opportunities
in or near Washtenaw County, including parks, golf courses, trails,
campgrounds, disc golf courses, canoe liveries, senior centers, and dog
parks may be found in Appendix B.

B. Inventory of WCPARC Facilities
Since 1973, the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
(WCPARC) has strategically developed and enhanced a park system
that provides access to more than 8,000 acres of parks, preserves,
open spaces, trails, rivers and lakes, and diverse ecosystems. In
addition to the trails within its parks and preserves, WCPARC has
been instrumental in developing a non-motorized trail system, which
currently traverses more than 30 miles throughout Washtenaw County.

A precise classification for every park is difficult because some are large
or unique enough to attract people throughout Washtenaw County,
or even the entire Southeast Michigan region. The Natural Areas
Preservation Program preserves tend to be smaller in scale and attract
local users. However, if one contains exceptional features not common
in Southeast Michigan, it may draw visitors from a greater distance,
such as the Fox Science Preserve’s former gravel pit, which provides a
rare opportunity to study glacial geology.

C. Parks

As of January of 2019, WCPARC owns and/or manages over 8,000 acres
of land. Of that total, 2,109 acres were acquired or are maintained
with park millage funds (as opposed to the Natural Areas Preservation
Program millage). Facilities include large urban parks; historical parks;
nature preserves; small parks; a recreation center; a golf course; water
and spray parks; and a dog park. Several parks provide opportunities
for both active and passive recreation. For example, Rolling Hills
County Park offers a disc golf course for active play, yet also contains
trails for nature hiking.
An inventory of parks and facilities may be found in Table 6, and a
classification type and detailed description follows.

RECREATION INVENTORY
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Blue Heron Bay Spray Park was constructed in 2013 adjacent to the
Gamble Group Center to replace the Beach Center Spray Zone, which
was in operation until 2012. The main attractions are two water slides,
a large spray structure, and different spray-play zones for kids of all
ages. The building complex includes staff offices, an admission booth,
changing rooms, restrooms, lockers, and concession area with BBQ
grill. The Gamble Group Center pavilion was renovated to provide
four group rental spaces (total capacity up to 180 people). The facility,
including water features (except the waterslides), is fully accessible.

Blue Heron Bay Spray Park

INDEPENDENCE LAKE COUNTY PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Webster Township
446 acres
Large Urban Park

Independence Lake County Park is the largest park in the County
system and offers a broad range of recreational activities: swimming,
spray play, boating, fishing, picnicking, hiking, biking, disc golf, and
rollerblading, all in a nature-centric setting.
In summer, the park offers a sandy beach with swimming and has
excellent picnic areas for family gatherings. Paddleboats and rowboats
may be rented and a launch site for canoes, kayaks, and motorized
boats (ten or less horsepower) is available. Three picnic pavilions
of various sizes can accommodate up to 150 people for birthday
parties, family reunions, weddings, and company picnics. The Beach
Center houses the park office with year-round restroom facilities and
includes a seasonal snack bar and patio eating area. There is also a
meeting room that looks out onto the woodlands. The room contains
a fireplace and large projector screen, making it an appropriate site for
presentations, meetings, and office retreats.
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Independence Lake County Park has an acclaimed 36-hole disc golf
course, called the Red Hawk, which is open year-round. Nature trails
are located throughout the park and wind through diverse habitats
including wetlands, prairies, and great stands of oaks. Pre-arranged
nature programs or guided interpretive tours are available with a Parks
Naturalist. Two miles of paved multiuse trails are provided for walkers,
runners, bikers, or rollerbladers. Independence Lake County Park
is open year-round. Winter opportunities include ice fishing, crosscountry skiing, and snowshoeing. Special events and programs include
runs, an ice fishing derby, and day camp. There is a vehicle entry fee to
visit the park and an additional charge to enter Blue Heron Bay.
The property has expanded several times bringing the park to its
current size of 446 acres.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2016 - Disc golf course expanded
2017 - Boat launch rebuilt
2018 - Sea wall rebuilt
2018 - Front entrance fence rebuilt
2019 - Installed new sand volleyball court
2019 - Installed new gatehouse
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Red Hawk Disk Golf Course
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Independence Lake Park aerial

Playground

Independence Lake beach
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•
•

Admission fee options at the Recreation Center include: daily
and summer passes, and 30-day trial, 6-month, and 12-month
memberships. Membership categories include: families, individual,
youth, senior, over 80 years of age, and individuals with a disability.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2015 - New track window shading system installed
2016 - Pool filtration system replaced*
2018 - Energy saving lighting above the track and in the gymnasium
replaced with energy-saving LED lights*
2017 - Pool wall glass block repaired
2017 - Gym steel superstructure and venting repainted
2018 - Pool interior re-grouted
2018 - New gym curtain installed
2018 - New lockers installed in hallway, and men’s, women’s, and staff
locker rooms

Basketball game at the recreation center

MERI LOU MURRAY RECREATION CENTER
City of Ann Arbor
Sports Complex

Since the Meri Lou Murray Recreation Center (MLMRC) opened in 1991,
it has been a popular venue for recreation enthusiasts. The Recreation
Center has 52,000 square feet of fitness and recreation space, and
approximately 400,000 visitors annually.
Currently, the following amenities and services are available:
• 4 lane, wheelchair-accessible swimming pool (25 yards long, 3.5’
shallow end, 6.5’ deep end)
• Gymnasium (multi-court)
• Cardio-training equipment, including stationary bikes, stepper
units, rowers, treadmills, and elliptical cross trainers
• Strength training equipment, including weight circuit stations,
incline benches, hand weights, and a multi-station weight machine
for users with disabilities
• Two lane elevated walk/run track
• Men’s and women’s locker rooms with coin operated lockers
• Assisted Care locker room
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* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item
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Location:
Type:		
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Class offerings: fitness, water exercise, and instructional swimming
Personal trainers and private swim instructors

Youth swim classes
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on the floodplain soils deposited by a glacial water course. Britton
Woods reflects the Ann Arbor area landscape in pre-settlement times.
Historically, the majority of County Farm was primarily used for
agriculture, but it has since naturalized to old fields, dense hedgerows
and brushy cover. Small animals, as well as numerous bird species, are
found in the park. There are regular sightings of fox and deer.
Park facilities include two pavilions/shelters; a perennial garden;
Project Grow community gardens, including fully-accessible plots;
walking/fitness/biking trails; and the Meri Lou Murray Recreation
Center. A large children’s playground is a popular destination.
In 1991, the Meri Lou Murray Recreation Center opened in the
northeastern corner of the park. The Administrative Offices of WCPARC
were transferred from the Recreation Center to a new building in the
park in 2000, and a Field Operations Building was constructed between
these two buildings in 2008. In 2013, the park name was changed to
Nelson Meade County Farm Park to honor one of the Commission’s
founding members.

Playground at Nelson Meade County Farm Park

NELSON MEADE COUNTY FARM PARK
City of Ann Arbor
127 acres
Large Urban Park

This park, located within the city limits of Ann Arbor, occupies land that
Washtenaw County has owned since 1836. A poor house and insane
asylum were built in 1837 and used until 1917 when the Washtenaw
Infirmary was constructed and, subsequently, operated until 1967.
Fourteen acres were leased by the County to the City of Ann Arbor and
operated as Park Washtenaw during the 1970s. In 1972, the Infirmary
was vacated and Project Grow, a community gardening organization,
began using eight acres of land for growing food. An exercise trail (par
course) was constructed by WCPARC in 1976, (its fitness equipment
was replaced in 2000). The County Board of Commissioners transferred
control of the present 127 acres of land to the Washtenaw County Parks
and Recreation Commission (WCPARC) for park use in 1979.
This park contains the Britton Woods Nature Area, an 18-acre woodlot
with an interesting mixture of upland and floodplain tree species.
Oak, hickory, and cherry species reflect the upland nature of this
wooded knoll; while, maple, ash, ironwood, and hornbeam occur

RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2015 - New entry signs at Platt Rd and Medford lot entrances installed*
* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item
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Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Limestone walking trail
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In 2001, WCPARC acquired 130 acres from the Reith family, enlarging the
northern portion of the park. Formerly farmland, this addition has high
ecological value and access to two small lakes. Due to a large wetland
complex, this portion cannot be accessed easily from the rest of the park;
therefore, no formal trail system has been developed. A small service
entrance located off North Territorial Road provides limited access.
Park Lyndon South was formerly used for grazing up until the 1940s but is
now mainly wooded. The terrain is hilly with steep slopes and the WaterlooPinckney Trail traverses it. This portion of the park contains grassy picnic
areas, hiking trails, and a cabin (limited access). The trails wind through
oak-hickory forests, pine plantations, fields/meadows, wetlands, and along
the shore of Lake Genevieve and may be used year-round.
Fen at Park Lyndon North

PARK LYNDON
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Lyndon Township
340 acres
Natural Resource Area

Park Lyndon is one of southern Michigan’s finest natural areas. Over 500
species of plants, including several rare, are found in a wide variety of
habitats, including fens, marshes, bogs, ponds, forest, and prairie. Portions
of the park were originally owned and managed by the Washtenaw County
Road Commission and transferred to WCPARC in 1973.
The park is divided by North Territorial Road into northern and
southern portions. Park Lyndon North contains extensive wetlands,
hiking trails, picnic areas, a picnic shelter with grill, and toilets.
Opportunities abound for birding, photography, or nature study. Much
of the upland part of the trail is along an esker, a land formation that
was created when the last glacier retreated thousands of years ago.
Two miles of marked nature trails wind through the steep, glacially
sculpted hillsides, connecting to the Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) Waterloo-Pinckney Trail creating a combined hiking
experience of nearly 50 miles. To protect the native flora and fauna,
bicycling is prohibited.
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RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2016 - Cabin renovated*
2016 - Renovated park entry signage at all three public parking lots*
2018 - Portions of Park Lyndon North included in Safe Harbor
Agreement with MDNR to protect the Eastern Massassauga Rattlesnake
2019 - Completed plans for Mitchel Satyr Butterflies (federally listed as
Threatened) to be released in fen through a partnership with Michigan
Natural Features Inventory.
* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item

Park Lyndon (south) trail hike

round. Guided nature walks along the trail/boardwalk are available by
appointment. The terminus to the Post Trail, which provides seating
and views of the river, was rebuilt in 2013.
The Helen and Norris Post Legacy Trail and pavilion were constructed
in 2009. The Legacy Trail includes an interpretive trail, educational
signage, and interpretive pavilion. The main trail loop replicates the
approximate size, shape, and location of the old millpond.
A bituminous path connects Parker Mill County Park with the City of
Ann Arbor’s Gallup Park. This scenic route crosses the Huron River and
is open year-round, but access during the winter is more easily made
from the Dixboro Road parking lot. Fishing is allowed in Fleming Creek
and the Huron River in park locations posted on the WCPARC website.
Gristmill and cidermill buildings

RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2015 - Pavilion/restroom painting, concrete floor refinish, and new hand dryers.
2017 - Mill building foundation repaired
2017-2018 - Repairs to infrastructure on the Hoyt Post trail boardwalk*
2018 - Installed “Flux and Flow” interpretive water feature honoring Janis
Bobrin, longtime Parks Commissioner and water quality advocate
2018 - Exterior lighting at mill buildings and pavilion upgraded to LED

PARKER MILL COUNTY PARK

Ann Arbor Charter Township
44 acres
Large Urban Park

Parker Mill County Park is comprised of 26 acres in Ann Arbor Township
owned WCPARC and 18 acres in Superior Township on long-term lease
from the City of Ann Arbor. This tract is mostly wooded land that
encompasses the lower reach of Fleming Creek, including the mouth of
the creek, where it joins the Huron River.
The Parker gristmill was built in 1873 and is one of the historic
treasures in Washtenaw County. The mill is operable and contains
original machinery left when the Parker family ceased milling
operations in 1958. Public tours are offered on Sundays in the fall;
group tours are available by appointment from May through October.
Various programming events are held throughout the year. Additional
historical buildings include a former cider mill and a log cabin. A
pavilion and seasonal restrooms are available for public use.
Several trails are available in this park. The accessible, one-mile
long Hoyt G. Post Trail contains five interpretive areas along Fleming
Creek and is available to walkers, wheelchairs and strollers year-

* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item
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Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Volunteer giving a tour of the gristmill
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provides a connection to neighboring residential developments. The
facility is a partner in the Community Partners for Clean Streams
program, which is a collaborative effort with the Washtenaw County
Water Resources Commissioner’s Office to help reduce pollution of
local waterways.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2016 - Installed a new roof and metal sided cart barn and maintenance
building*
2018 - Added oven and gas grill to snack bar to make homemade baked
goods and expand snack bar menu
2019 - Replaced furnaces and air conditioning units in clubhouse
Ongoing - Addressed sand and drainage issues on bunkers*
Ongoing - Upgrade irrigation system (software and irrigation heads)*
Morning golf at Pierce Lake

* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item

PIERCE LAKE GOLF COURSE AND PARK
City of Chelsea
232 acres (including a 26-acre park)
Special Use

Opened in 1996, this park straddling the boundary between Sylvan
and Lima Townships, features a four-star Golf Digest rated 18-hole
golf course designed by Harry F. Bowers. The front nine holes provide
enjoyment for all levels of golfing abilities, while the back nine are
considered more difficult with wooded areas coupled with wetlands
and tighter fairways. The 18th hole was featured in the book “1001
Golf Holes You Must Play Before You Die,” by Jeff Barr. Pierce Lake has
repeatedly been selected as a top course in Michigan by GolfAdvisor.
com (2017/2018).

CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

The Frederick L. Barkley Golf Center (clubhouse) provides a golf proshop with snack bar and patio for enjoying refreshments. Greens fees
are required to use Pierce Lake Golf Course.
While golf is the main attraction at this park, there are also picnicking
opportunities at a rentable pavilion, and nature trails with a wetland
boardwalk and observations decks around Pierce Lake. The trail also
32
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Teeing off at Hole #1

CREDIT: NEIL STRONG

Aerial view of Rolling Hills Water Park

ROLLING HILLS COUNTY PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Charter Township of Ypsilanti
439 acres
Large Urban Park

• Five pavilions and rentable indoor room with fireplace
• Five sports fields
• Sand volleyball court
• Horseshoe pits
• Children’s playground
• Accessible elevated pavilion (“tree house”) in Sassafras Woods
• Wetland observation decks
• Guided interpretive tours (by appointment)
Water Park
• Wave pool
• Six water slides, including a 32-foot tall waterslide tower and a
toddler slide
• Lazy river
• Spray playgrounds
• Activity pool
• Dry playground
• Concession
• Locker rooms and family changing rooms
• Park Headquarters office
• Landscaped patio

This large park bordering Pittsfield and Augusta townships is welllocated to serve the needs of this rapidly growing portion of the
County. Rolling Hills County Park originated with a 151-acre purchase
by the Parks and Recreation Commission in 1981, with subsequent
acquisitions of 42 acres and 97 acres in 2006, 73 acres in 2007, and 76
acres in 2016.
A Site Master Plan for the park was adopted in 2009. Currently open
year-round from 8 a.m. to dusk, the park offers the widest array of
activities of any WCPARC facility and hosts multiple special events
throughout the year.
General Park
• Five miles of paved trails; three miles of nature trails; five-mile
mountain bike trail
• 24-hole disc golf course and 18-hole putt-putt disc golf course
• Picnic tables and grills
• Two accessible fishing piers

Spring Pond accessible overlook
RECREATION INVENTORY
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Winter Amenities
• Sledding
• Three miles of cleared walking & groomed cross-country ski trails
• Sledding tubes and cross-country skiing equipment rentals
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
General Park
2016 - Replaced safety surface woodchips in children’s playground
2018 - Expanded disc golf course includes an 18-hole putt-putt course
and a 24-hole addition*
Water Park
2017 - Resurfaced wave and activity pools*
2017 - New tile and grout in main pool*
2018 - New accessible dry playground constructed to replace the sand
playground area*
2018 - Replaced sprayground with accessible spray elements*
2018 - Replaced main pool’s original filters and upgraded pool
chemical operating systems*
2019 - Upgrades to pumps, shade structures and benches

Rolling Hills Park aerial
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* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item

Fat tire mountain bike race
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Waterpark wave pool
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funds. In 2016, the Site Master Plan was adopted, and plans to restore a
portion of farmland are currently underway.
Along with the mill structure, the site provides extensive interpretive
signage, fishing, picnicking, and canoeing opportunities. Interpretive
programs are conducted at the park, discussing both the history and
ecology of the site. Sharon Mills County Park can be reserved for
weddings and other private events. Reservations are handled through
an arrangement with a private catering firm.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2015 - Adopted site master plan*
2015 - Botanical inventory completed
2016 - Replaced restroom addition windows
2017 - Completed generator use feasibility study and refurbishment
2018 - Replaced pavilion concrete and installed concrete pad in front of
main mill building
2018 - Installed sidewalk from bridge to canoe portage
2018 - Resealed and striped the main (mill) parking lot*
2018 - Addressed roadway stormwater runoff problems*

Mill building and pergola

SHARON MILLS COUNTY PARK

Sharon Township
264 acres (including 78 acre preserve)
Large Urban Park

Located on the banks of the River Raisin, Sharon Mills County Park has
a rich history and a beautiful natural setting. A sawmill was first built
there about 1834, and 20 years later, a gristmill. In 1928, Henry Ford
purchased and nearly rebuilt Sharon Mills gristmill. As a Ford Village
Industries plant, the facility manufactured vehicle parts, but eventually
closed in 1946. Over the next five decades Sharon Mills served as a
private residence, an antique business, and, prior to its acquisition
by the Parks and Recreation Commission in 1999, housed a winery.
Sharon Mills is listed as a State of Michigan Historic Site.
In 2005, 119 acres of land west of Sharon Hollow Road were added
to the park. This area remains largely in agricultural production but
does provide a mountain bike trail and a 20 space parking lot. In 2009,
another 25 acres to the northeast of the mill, with barn and frontage
on Bethel Church Road, were acquired by WCPARC and contain farmed
land and wetlands. In 2015, 94 acres were purchased north of the
west addition, a portion of which (78 acres) was purchased with NAPP

* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item
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Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Interior of mill building
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Sharon Mills Park aerial

Millpond dam and walkway over the River Raisin
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In 2017, the Parks and Recreation Commission adopted the Site
Master Plan. Shortly thereafter, the Commission entered into a
partnership agreement with the Michigan Folk School (MFS), a
501(c)(3) organization that teaches folk crafts and skills, to establish
their campus on a portion of the park and provide programming
opportunities.
In 2018, site development began with repairs to the chicken coop
and farmhouse, construction of a new septic system, and parking lot
and pathway construction. The MFS oversaw remodel of the former
workshop to accommodate woodworking and blacksmithing, along
with other programming uses.

Barns at Staebler Farm Park

STAEBLER FARM COUNTY PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Superior Charter Township
98 acres
Large Urban Park

In 2000 and 2001, Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
(WCPARC) purchased 98 acres of land on Plymouth Road, just east of
Prospect Road in Superior Township, from the Heidt family and Donald
Staebler for park use. This property includes historic farm and residential
buildings, frontages on four water bodies, a perennial stream (Fleming
Creek), two woodlots, and dozens of acres of pasture and hayfields.
In 2008 and 2009, improvements were made to most of the farm
structures. Much of the focus was directed toward the loafing barn—a
significant and long-standing local landmark that was in poor condition.
As a result of these efforts, the loafing barn is now structurally sound,
and provides the opportunity for the public to learn about historic
construction techniques that were once common in Washtenaw County.
Other rehabilitation work included the replacement of damaged wall
boards and removal of stanchions (interior barriers used to enclose
animals) in the dairy barn. In addition, all the farm structures (except
the silo) were cleaned and painted.

RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2017 - Site master plan adopted*
2018 - Chicken coop roof and wall rebuilt
2018 - Workshop renovated
2018 - House “mothballed”*
2018 - New utilities installed at workshop
2018 - New septic tanks installed*
2018 - Parking lot and pathway constructed (south side)*
2019 - Mowed walking trails*
* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item

Staebler Farm Park aerial
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Staebler Farm Park concept plan, 2018, prepared by ROWE Professional Services

Staebler Farm in the early 20th century
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Treerow south of Plymouth Road

Peaceful Pond north of Plymouth Road

Other Parks and Facilities
GOSLINE PRESERVE
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Webster Township
42 acres
Natural Resources Area

The Gosline Preserve is located just west of Independence Lake County
Park, but does not directly adjoin the park. In 2003, the former owner
donated a conservation easement on the land to the Washtenaw Land
Trust (now Legacy Land Conservancy) and then WCPARC purchased
the property and holds title. In 2016, through the Natural Areas
Preservation Program, an additional 2 acres of land was purchased
that connects to Valentine Road allowing staff access to the property.

Playstructure at Cavanaugh Lake Park

CAVANAUGH LAKE COUNTY PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Sylvan Township
59 acres (3 dry acres)
Neighborhood Park

A public entrance has not been constructed due to the lack of dry land
for parking. The preserve includes wetlands, marsh, fen, and forest
habitat, and connect to Independence Lake through series of wetlands
and small ponds. This property is not open to the public.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2016 - Two acres of land were purchased to allow employee access

Cavanaugh Lake County Park, originally three acres owned and
managed by the Washtenaw County Road Commission, was transferred
to the Parks and Recreation Commission in 1973. Additional land was
purchased and today the major portion of the park consists of lake
bottom.
Located in Sylvan Township, the park is open year-round, and features
lakeside picnic areas, covered picnic shelters, restrooms, and shoreline
fishing opportunities. Additionally, a children’s play area was installed
in 2006 by parks staff and members and friends of the Cavanaugh Lake
Homeowners Association. Although swimming is not allowed, nor is
there a boat launch, the park affords great views of Cavanaugh Lake.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2018 - Roof was replaced on the small rustic single picnic table pavilion*
* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item

Pond at Gosline Preserve
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PARK NORTHFIELD
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Northfield Township
12 acres
Community Park

Park Northfield, originally owned and managed by the Washtenaw
County Road Commission, was transferred to the Parks and Recreation
Commission in 1973.

Swamp thistle at Osborne Mill Preserve

OSBORNE MILL PRESERVE
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Scio Township
39 acres
Natural Resources Area

This park offers a relatively isolated, natural setting on Pontiac Trail,
a busy vehicular route between Ann Arbor and South Lyon. The park
contains a lowland hardwood forest, a small marsh at its western edge,
an open field, and a natural oak hedgerow along its eastern border.
Facilities include a picnic area, nature trail and an informal playfield
area. The park is only open seasonally (closed during the winter).
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2015 – Removed aging pavilion, play structure and pit toilet restrooms

This land was deeded by The Nature Conservancy to WCPARC for
preservation as a natural area in 1981. A walking trail from the parking
area leads through the floodplain woods then leads uphill to follow
the bluffs. There are many opportunities for scenic views to the Huron
River. Occasionally, nature walks are led by Parks naturalists.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
Ongoing - land management activities continue

Informal play area at Park Northfield
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SWIFT RUN DOG PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

City of Ann Arbor
10 acres
Special Use

Swift Run Dog Park is a collaborative project between the WCPARC and
the City of Ann Arbor Parks and Recreation Department. The dog park
is an outdoor space established for owners to allow their dogs to run
off-leash. Facilities include: a 10-acre grassy field area with perimeter
fencing; large and small dog run areas; double entry/exit control
gates that are wheelchair accessible; a mowed trail with site benches;
portable toilet; and dog waste disposal stations.

Picnic area at Superior Center County Park

SUPERIOR CENTER COUNTY PARK
Location:
Acreage:		
Type:		

Superior Charter Township
1 acre
Mini-Park

Superior Center, originally owned and managed by the Washtenaw
County Road Commission, was transferred to the Parks and Recreation
Commission in 1973. Today, this roadside park is part of the Superior
Greenway—a collection of protected agricultural and natural lands
between Detroit and Ann Arbor along Prospect Road in Superior
Township.

Swift Run Dog Park is open daily year-round between dawn and dusk
unless otherwise posted. An annual permit tag is required to be worn
by all dogs inside the dog park. The permitting process is intended to
help provide a safe environment for users and their pets. Permits are
available at the Washtenaw County Treasurer’s Office and the City of
Ann Arbor Clerk’s Office.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
Ongoing - general maintenance activities

This small park has a shaded picnic and turf area located near the
Superior Township Hall. It is sometimes used as a lunch break location
for Township employees.
RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
Ongoing - land management activities

Shady resting spot at Swift Run Dog Park
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Table 6 - Recreation Inventory: Park Facilities and Trails
NAME

PURPOSE OR USE

CLASSIFICATION 1

ACREAGE

FACILITIES IN 2020

FACILITIES CHANGED
SINCE 2015-2019 PLAN

BORDER-TO-BORDER
TRAIL SEGMENTS

Active and passive
recreation

Greenways

34 MILES

Non-motorized trail

NONE

CAVANAUGH LAKE
COUNTY PARK

Active and passive
recreation

Neighborhood
Park

59

Picnic areas, accessible pavilion and route, play areas, benches, grills,
restrooms

NONE

GOSLINE PRESERVE

Natural area
preservation

Natural Resources
Area

42

NONE

NONE

INDEPENDENCE LAKE
COUNTY PARK

Active and passive
recreation, natural
areas

Large Urban Park

446

Picnic pavillions, meeting rooms, group center, rowboats, boat launch,
prairies, fishing pier, playscape, swimming beach, trails, interpretive
signage, restrooms, volleyball, observation tower, cross-country ski trails,
programming, disc golf course, fishing pier, climbing rock; spray park

NONE

MERI LOU MURRAY
RECREATION CENTER

Recreation Center

Sports Complex

N/A

Elevated track; cardiovascular training area; strength training area;
gymnasium for sports; pool; locker rooms; health programming; party space

NONE

NELSON MEADE
COUNTY FARM PARK

Active and passive
recreation, natural
areas

Large Urban Park

127

Walking, nature, paved and exercise trails; picnic pavillions; grills;
restrooms; drinking fountain; playground; dog waste stations; interpretive
signage; community and decorative gardens; programming

NONE

OSBORNE MILLS
PRESERVE

Passive recreation

Natural Resources
Area

39

Parking lot and trails

NONE

PARK LYNDON

Passive recreation and
natural areas

Natural Resources
Area

340

Hiking trails; lake overlook; signigicant ecological communities and
geological features; picnic pavilion; pit toilets; cabin; programming

NONE

PARK NORTHFIELD

Passive recreation

Community Park

12

Picnic areas, informal playfield area, nature trail, pit toilets

pit toilets; picnic shelter

PARKER MILL COUNTY
PARK

Passive recreation and
natural areas; historic
preservation

Large Urban Park

44 owned,
18 leased

Trails with interpretive signage information; pavillion native plant
demonstration garden; drinking fountain; restrooms; fishing areas; grist
mill; cider mill; log cabin; green roof pavilion; interpretive water play feature

NONE

PIERCE LAKE GOLF
COURSE AND PARK

Golf course

Special Use;
Passive Rec.

232

Golf course; golf center with snackbar; beverage service and pro-shop;
picnic/rental pavillions; nature trails w/observation decks; golf practice cage

NONE

ROLLING HILLS
COUNTY PARK

Active and passive
recreation, natural
areas

Large Urban Park

439

Water park with concessions; picnic/rental pavilions, picnic tables; grills;
walking/biking/rollerblade/nature trails; mountain bike trail; disc golf;
fishing pier; sledding; cross-country skiing; lodge; rental great room;
sand volleyball; playground; soccer fields; horseshoe pits restrooms and
bathhouse; programming

spraystructure; sandpit

SHARON MILLS
COUNTY PARK

Passive recreation and
natural areas; historic
preservation

Large Urban Park

264 (inlc.
78 acre
preserve)

Museum; hydroelectric generator; picnic pavillion w/grill; terrace/pergola;
canoe launch; biking/hiking trails, mountain bike trail; restrooms; meeting
room; rental dining area; catered events; dam wuth pedestrian bridge

NONE

STAEBLER FARM
COUNTY PARK

Passive recreation and
historic perservation

Large Urban Park

98

Farm buildings; parking lot; natural surface trails

NONE

SUPERIOR CENTER
COUNTY PARK

Passive recreation

Mini-Park

1

Picnic area

NONE

SWIFT RUN DOG PARK

Dog exercise and relief
area

Special Use

13 (owned Off-leash area for free dog play; separate areas for large and small dogs;
by City of
information kiosk, dog waste station, bench seating, parking lot; accessible
Ann Arbor) pathway; portable toilet

1 Classification based on “Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional Recreation, Open Space, and Trails” found in Appendix A

42

2020-2024 WCPARC RECREATION MASTER PLAN

NONE

NAME Continued

ACCESSIBILITY IMPROVEMENTS
PRIOR TO 2015-2019 PLAN

ACCESS. IMPROVEMENTS
SINCE 2015-2019 PLAN

ACCESSIBILITY
RATING (1-5)

PROGRAMMING

MAINTENANCE STAFF

BORDER-TO-BORDER
TRAIL SEGMENTS

NONE

Paved trail

4

NONE

ROC3

CAVANAUGH LAKE
COUNTY PARK

Accessible play area and route

NONE

3

NONE

ROC

GOSLINE PRESERVE

NONE

NONE

N/A

NONE; no public access

ROC

INDEPENDENCE LAKE
COUNTY PARK

Accessible playground and route;
Blue Heron Bay Spray Park is
univerally accessible

NONE

2

Day camp in summer; special
events; interpretive nature hikes
and programs

Maintenance supervisor
(on site), 2 full time park
laborers

MERI LOU MURRAY
RECREATION CENTER

The recreation center is fully
accessible

N/A

4

Fitness classes, swim lessons,
private instructional services

Maintenance supervisor
(on site), 2 full time park
laborers

NELSON MEADE COUNTY
FARM PARK

Accessible paved trails; accessible
planter boxes at community gardens

NONE

3

Frequent interpretive nature
programs and summer day camps;
Camp Big Heart for impaired youths

ROC

OSBORNE MILLS
PRESERVE

NONE

NONE

2

Occasional site for nature and
interpretive programming

ROC

PARK LYNDON

NONE

NONE

1

Frequent site for nature and
interpretive programming;

ROC

PARK NORTHFIELD

NONE

NONE

2

NONE

ROC

PARKER MILL COUNTY
PARK

Accessible Hoyt Post Trail,
interpretive pavilion, restrooms

NONE

2

Guided interpretive tours by
arrangement; events that include
candlemaking, games, etc.

ROC

PIERCE LAKE GOLF
COURSE AND PARK

NONE

NONE

2

Beginner golf program (lessons);
junior golf league

1 Supervisor; 38
seasonal laborers

ROLLING HILLS COUNTY
PARK

Waterpark is mostly accessible;
nature trail and multiuse trail to
fishing pier, children's playground;
headquarters, deck and patio

Water Park addition of
accessible sprayground and
playground

3

Frequent interpretive nature
programs; disc golf league and
tournaments; special events in park
and Water Park

Maintenance supervisor
(on site), 2 full time park
laborers

SHARON MILLS COUNTY
PARK

Building and site improvements
2001-2003 provided ADA access to
mill

Concrete path installed from
restrooms to river

2

Programs/tours on weekends by
staff or volunteers April-Nov.

ROC

STAEBLER FARM COUNTY
PARK

NONE

Accessible classroom
building; parking lot; pathway

2

in planning stage

ROC

SUPERIOR CENTER
COUNTY PARK

NONE

NONE

1

NONE

ROC

SWIFT RUN DOG PARK

NONE

NONE

2

NONE

ROC

2 Accessibility rating scale “meet accessibility guidelines”: 1. None of the facilities

2. Some of the facilities 3. Most of the facilities 4. Entire Park 5. Park developed using Universal Design

3 Roving Operations Crew (ROC): 1 maintenance superintendent, 2 supervisors, 3 laborers, 2-3 seasonal laborers
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partnerships with other government agencies or land preservation
organizations. An inventory of preserves may be found in Table 7, and a
classification type and detailed description follows.

ALBERT J. MILLER AND ROBERT & NANCY SMITH PRESERVE

Leonard Preserve’s Beaudoin Prairie in winter

D. Natural Areas Preservation Program
(NAPP)
Washtenaw County is fortunate to have a range of natural features
that contribute to the quality of life of its citizens. In 2000, Ordinance
No. 128 established the Natural Areas Preservation Program (NAPP) to
protect valuable natural areas in the County.
When renewed in 2010, the ordinance was expanded to allocate
funding specifically for agricultural land easements. Washtenaw
County Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC) administers
the program, purchasing and managing the land. The Natural Areas
Technical Advisory Committee (NATAC) aids in evaluating properties
nominated to the program to become nature preserves or conservation
easements. The Agricultural Lands Preservation Advisory Committee
(ALPAC) does the same for agricultural land nominations.

1. Nature Preserves

As of January 2019, 34 preserves have been established by NAPP
through the purchase of 3,849 acres of land. They are owned and
managed by WCPARC, but their acquisition may have involved
44
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Location:

Lima Township

Acreage:

29 acres

Year est.:

2006

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

0.9 mile

Land cover:

Forest, Wetlands, Prairie

Contributions:

City of Dexter

The Albert J. Miller Preserve and the adjacent Robert and Nancy
Smith Preserve (donated to WCPARC by the Village of Dexter in 2008),
together, comprise 29 acres of protected land. The preserve contains
woods, numerous pocket wetlands, and remnant prairie species.
Located on Dexter-Chelsea Road, the preserve has a parking area and
rustic nature trails.

ARBOR WOODS PRESERVE
Location:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Acreage:

22 acres

Year est.:

2012

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

0.7 mile

Land cover:

Forest, Vernal Ponds, Agriculture

Easement holder:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Located on the northern boundary of Ann Arbor Charter Township
and in close proximity to Northfield Woods Preserve, this preserve is
divided between active agriculture and a woodlot with diverse trees
species and vernal ponds. A trail connects it to Northfield Woods
Preserve, where parking is available.

BAKER WOODS PRESERVE

BRAUER PRESERVE

Location:

Lima Township

Location:

Freedom Township

Acreage:

70 acres

Acreage:

229 acres

Year est.:

2012

Year est.:

2003, expanded 2010 and 2016

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

1.1 miles

Trail Length:

2.2 miles

Land cover:

Forest, Grasslands, Water

Land cover:

Forest, Forested wetland, Water, Agriculture

Baker Woods Preserve has a mixture of upland woods and some
open meadows. Some of the oak trees on the property have likely
been growing since the early 1800s. Another attractive site feature
is Mill Creek, which traverses the property from north to south. The
creek banks are in good condition and the creek itself is well shaded
by adjacent vegetation. The site has a varied topography with
especially steep slopes along the course of the creek.

This scenic property protects a diversity of habitat types. Upland
habitat communities include dry-mesic forest and dry southern
forest; wetland community types include southern swamp, marsh,
and open water. In particular, the swamp around the lake has
many mature trees and an impressive fern community. About 95
acres were farmed prior to County acquisition, and a conservation
management plan guides the continuation of farming. Not a halfmile west, WCPARC owns another piece of land that will ultimately be
connected to Brauer Preserve.

BOTSFORD NATURE PRESERVE
Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

19 acres

Year est.:

Scio 2009, WCPARC 2017

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

Under development

Land cover:

Forest, Water

This property was first conserved in 2009 by Scio Township, who
purchased a conservation easement that included public access.
WCPARC purchased an additional 19 acres in 2017 and has been
working on invasive plant removal. WCPARC and the City of Ann
Arbor are discussing opportunities for partnering on improvements
to and co-management of the preserve.
Lake Isabell at Brauer Preserve
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BURNS-STOKES PRESERVE

DEVINE PRESERVE

Location:

Scio Township

Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

29 acres

Acreage:

157 acres

Year est.:

2005

Year est.:

2003, expanded 2012

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

1.0 mile

Trail Length:

1.8 miles

Land cover:

Forest, forested wetland, marsh, prairie, water

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, prairie

Much is packed into this small preserve sandwiched between the
Huron River and the railroad. About 0.75 miles of river shoreline,
all in the Natural Rivers Program protected zone, define the entire
southern edge of this site. Rich floodplain vegetation and drier mature
upland woods cover the site. Tucked into the woods are southern wet
meadows and two prairie remnants along the railroad tracks. The
preserve is a popular destination for fly-fishing, bird watching, and
canoe landings, as well as for viewing its old mill dam pieces and race.

Palustrine vegetation communities cover Devine Preserve, save an
old field and a small southern mesic forest with bur oaks (Quercus
macrocarpa) and hop-hornbeams (Ostrya virginiana). Honey Creek, a
tributary of the Huron River, traverses the preserve. Birdwatching is a
common activity here.

CLARK AND AVIS SPIKE PRESERVE
Location:

Sharon Township

Acreage:

103 acres

Year est.:

2010

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved; Boardwalk

Trail Length:

0.7 mile

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, water

Spike Preserve is largely wetland, with three small wetlands on the
west side and a larger complex containing an emergent marsh, a
wet meadow, and a shrub area on the east side. The boardwalk trails
highlight the rolling terrain of Sharon Short Hills, open grassy fields,
and broad vistas of the surrounding wetlands and rural landscape.
A perennial stream meandering through the property provides good
aquatic habitat and serves as the source for a manmade pond.
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Nature hike at Clark and Avis Spike Preserve

DRAPER-HOUSTON MEADOWS PRESERVE
Location:

York Township

Acreage:

113 acres

Year est.:

2008, expanded 2015

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved; Limestone

Trail Length:

2.2 miles

Land cover:

Forest, grassland, wetland, marsh, water

Stewardship
partnership:

Saline River Greenways Alliance

Floodplain forest with oak, walnut, butternut, and sycamore trees
flank over one-half mile of the Saline River. Of particular interest here is
a stand of native paw-paw, a once-common floodplain understory tree
that is becoming increasingly difficult to find in Washtenaw County. A
trail loop on the east side of the Saline River opens up to Platt Road,
inviting visitors from Milan’s adjacent Nature Park.

Class learning about rocks at Fox Science Preserve
FOX SCIENCE PRESERVE
Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

73 acres

Year est.:

2007, expanded 2009 and 2013

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

ERVIN-STUCKI PRESERVE

Trail Length:

0.7 miles

Location:

Bridgewater Township

Land cover:

Forest, glacial till, wetlands, water

Acreage:

126 acres

Contributions:

Year est.:

2003, expanded 2004

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt Program
Scio Township

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved, boardwalk

Trail Length:

0.3 miles

Land cover:

Forest, forested wetland, agriculture, water

Ervin-Stucki Preserve contributes to the protection of the second
largest watershed in the County (River Raisin), with over 1.2 miles of
River Raisin shoreline on both sides of the river. Much of the property
is made up of wetlands, especially forested floodplain. Skunk
cabbage, Jack-in-the-pulpit, and swamp white oak are abundant.
Former farm fields in the preserve are slowly converting to grasses,
forbs, and shrubs. A small part of the property is still being farmed.

The Fox Science Preserve, a former gravel pit extracted for the
construction of I-94, now remains as a home to glacial boulders
and a site to look for evidence of prehistoric vegetation and plant
succession. Scattered around the bottom of the pit are tablesized boulders of granite, tillite, gneiss, and limestone, glacially
transported to their present location. Fossils can be found in the
limestone, and countless small samples of various rocks have been
collected over the years. Areas of the ground appear bare but are,
in fact, covered with algae, fungi, tiny mosses, and the precursors
of lichens, which together form a well-developed cryptogamic
crust. Over 40,000 students to date have used the site as an outdoor
classroom.
RECREATION INVENTORY
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HARWOOD HERITAGE PRESERVE

KOSCH HEADWATERS PRESERVE

Location:

Pittsfield Charter Township

Location:

Superior Charter Township

Acreage:

16 acres

Acreage:

160 acres

Year est.:

2013

Year est.:

2006

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

0.5 mile (including Pittsfield Preserve)

Trail Length:

2.3 miles

Land cover:

Forest

Land cover:

Forest, water, marsh, grassland, agriculture

Harwood Heritage is adjacent to the Pittsfield Preserve, a large
public natural area owned and managed by the township. The two
preserves share a forest largely devoid of invasive species. Pittsfield
Preserve has developed trails, with a small link into Harwood
Heritage Preserve.

Wetlands, seasonal streams, and a spring flowing out of the maplebeech woods all contribute to the headwaters of Fowler Creek, which
ultimately flows into the Rouge River, hence the name “headwaters.”
The uncommon blue ash is relatively abundance in the western
forest. Cultivated land makes up about 50% of the property, which is
used currently for row crops and hay production.

KOENN PRESERVE
Location:

Sylvan Township

Acreage:

90 acres

Year est.:

2016

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

1.0 mile

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, wetland, agriculture

The preserve consists of a variety of habitats including oak hickory
forest, open fields, marsh wetlands and a shrub wetland. The shrub
wetland includes highbush blueberry and chokeberry as part of
the plant community. Highlights to be enjoyed while visiting this
preserve include frogs “singing” in the wetlands in spring, sandhill
cranes flying overhead in autumn and lovely views in all seasons.
Meadow at Kosch Headwaters Preserve
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LEONARD PRESERVE
Location:

Village of Manchester and Manchester Township

Acreage:

259 acres

Year est.:

2004, expanded 2005 and 2009

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

4.2 miles

Land cover:

Forest, prairie, grassland, water

The Leonard Preserve is one of the largest NAPP-funded County
preserves. This rich and diverse landscape includes rolling hills,
woodlands, wetlands, prairie, and former pasture land. This variety
provides good wildlife viewing of wood ducks, coyotes, blue racers,
and Blanding’s turtles. Purchase of the Leonard Preserve was
made possible by an alliance between WCPARC and The Nature
Conservancy. The Nature Conservancy purchased the historic
farmhouse and surrounding 40 acres of land, and Washtenaw County
used NAPP funds to acquire the remaining 205 acres.

MEYER PRESERVE

Autumn at Northfield Woods Preserve

NORTHFIELD WOODS PRESERVE

Location:

Superior Charter Township

Location:

Northfield Township

Acreage:

183 acres

Acreage:

81 acres

Year est.:

2008

Year est.:

2009, expanded 2012

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

0.5 mile

Trail Length:

1.2 miles

Land cover:

Forest, water, marsh, grassland, vernal ponds,
agriculture

Land cover:

Forest, active agriculture, prairie, water

Contributions:

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy, City of
Ann Arbor Greenbelt, Superior Township

Meyer Preserve has as an east and a west section, separated by a
Prospect Road. Both are part of the protected lands corridor called
the Superior Greenway. SMLC stewards many of the properties in the
Superior Greenway, including the east side of Meyer Preserve and
the neighboring Jack R. Smiley and LeFurge Woods preserves, which
are all connected through a trail system. The west side of Meyer
Preserve has no trails but is open to explore. Parking for the preserve
is available at SMLC’s LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve.

The woods of Northfield Woods is largely devoid of invasive species
and exhibits good biodiversity. The significant number of vernal
ponds provide important habitat for amphibians. While there is still
active agriculture, NAPP’s stewardship crew has been successful in
establishing prairie species in one old field.

RECREATION INVENTORY

49

RAYMOND F. GOODRICH PRESERVE

SCIO WOODS PRESERVE

Location:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

48 acres

Acreage:

91 acres

Year est.:

2006, expanded 2008, 2009, 2010, and 2013

Year est.:

2008

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved, boardwalk

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

0.6 mile

Trail Length:

2.2 miles

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, grassland

Land cover:

Forest, vernal ponds

Contributions:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt
Scio Township

Goodrich’s old growth forest transitions from hilltop oak-hickory to
maple-mixed hardwoods covering rich central valleys in University
of Michigan’s neighboring Horner Woods complex. Native shrubs,
predominantly buttonbush, surround several small wetlands and fill
a large swamp, which separates much of the woodland from the M-14
freeway.

Here you will encounter varying types of woodlands—oak and
hickory trees are found in locations with drier soils and the wetter
woods are dominated by sugar maple and beech trees. Buttonbush
swamp and wetland plants such as pawpaw trees, spicebush, and
bladdernut populate the wetland system. Spring wildflowers are
abundant in the preserve, and the wooded habitat is home to some
uncommon birds including barred owls and pileated woodpeckers.

RIVERBEND PRESERVE
Location:

Bridgewater Township

Acreage:

43 acres

Year est.:

2006, expanded 2008

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved; Limestone

Trail Length:

0.6 mile

Land cover:

Forest, grassland, agriculture

The northern portion of the preserve is bisected by the remains of
the Clinton Branch of the Michigan Southern Railroad railroad grade,
running north to south, built in the early 1850s. The preserve spans both
banks of the River Raisin, covering over 1,100 feet of river shoreline.
Many tamarack trees are found in the riparian zone, with poorly drained
soils. A parking lot and overlook was constructed in 2014.
Autumn in Scio Woods Preserve
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SHARON SHORT HILLS PRESERVE

TOM A. FREEMAN PRESERVE (FORMERLY ARBOR VISTAS PRESERVE)

Location:

Sharon Township

Location:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Acreage:

84 acres

Acreage:

59 acres

Year est.:

2010

Year est.:

2013

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

1.0 mile

Trail Length:

2.5 miles (includes Marshall Nature Area)

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, grassland

Land cover:

Forest, water

Contributions:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

This preserve features rolling hills and scenic vistas—just what
you would expect to find at a preserve located in and named for
the geographically-significant Sharon Short Hills. Elevations in
the western portion of the property reach 1,060 feet, some of the
highest in the County. There is more than 80 feet of elevation change
throughout the property.

The preserve is mainly forested, with many beautiful mature trees,
and has considerable topographic variation. Some wetlands and
Kirk’s Brook, a tributary of Fleming Creek, flows through it. With
Marshall Nature Area, Horner-McLaughlin Woods, and Goodrich
Preserve, the Freeman Preserve contributes to 300 acres of protected
land at the northeast edge of the City of Ann Arbor.

SQUIERS PRESERVE
Location:

Sylvan Township

Acreage:

57 acres

Year est.:

2007, expanded 2013 and 2014

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

1.1 miles

Land cover:

Forest, grassland, marsh, vernal ponds

Artesian springs seep to the surface in several areas here. Pressure
from the upward seepage of one of the springs has created a peat
dome along the eastern boundary of the property.

Trail improvements at Tom A. Freeman Preserve
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Location:

Lima Township

Acreage:

151 acres

Year est.:

2011

Trail Type:

Limestone; Boardwalk

Trail Length:

0.4 mile

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, agriculture

CREDIT: DAN EZEKIEL

TRINKLE MARSH AT EASTON FARM PRESERVE

This preserve is a major portion of the historic Easton Farm. One of
the wetlands, more than 25 acres in extent, is known as the Trinkle
Marsh because it is readily observable from Trinkle Road. The marsh
is home to many uncommon avian species and is also a popular
stopping spot for migratory birds.
Sunset at Watkins Lake

WATKINS LAKE STATE PARK AND COUNTY PRESERVE

WEATHERBEE WOODS PRESERVE

Location:

Manchester Township

Location:

Superior Charter Township

Acreage:

405 acres; 1,122 acres total

Acreage:

84

Year est.:

2015

Year est.:

2012, expanded 2014

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

4.0 miles

Trail Length:

1.4 miles (includes Schroeter Park)

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, agriculture, water, fen, grassland

Land cover:

Forest

Contributions:

The Conservation Fund, Michigan DNR, MNRTF
Grant

Partnership:

Michigan DNR

The northern portion of the preserve is mainly wooded and adjoins
Schroeter Park, a facility owned by Superior Township. A perennial
stream flows across the property. This preserve is named for Ellen
Weatherbee a local naturalist, who—along with the Superior
Land Preservation Society—was instrumental in protection of this
property.

Watkins Lake State Park & County Preserve is a popular watchablewildlife destination, especially because of its most significant feature,
Watkins Lake. Watkins Lake has been designated a Waterfowl Refuge
by MDNR due to the important habitat provided for migrating and
breeding birds; many species of ducks, geese, grebes, and more may
be seen, especially in spring and fall. The park also has historic value
due to Royal and Sally Carpenter Watkins, the first white farmers of
the land, involvement in the Underground Railroad.
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WEST LAKE PRESERVE
Location:

Dexter Township

Acreage:

217

Year est.:

2008, expanded 2017

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

3.6 miles

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, water, grassland

Contributions to
project:

Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund Grant

To create this preserve in 2008, WCPARC bought 141 acres of
land from a private owner and another 76 acres from the state
of Michigan. A 2017 expansion added old, abandoned farm
infrastructure. The diversity of habitats attracts numerous types of
birds, including sandhill cranes, wild turkeys, belted kingfishers,
eastern bluebirds, and an occasional bald eagle. The buttonbush
swamp provides protection for young reptiles, including the Stateprotected Blanding’s turtle, and various amphibians as they mature.

WHITMORE LAKE PRESERVE
Location:

Northfield Township

Acreage:

249

Year est.:

2013, expanded 2017

Trail Type:

Natural ground, unimproved

Trail Length:

2.7 miles

Land cover:

Forest, marsh, water, prairie, agriculture

Whitmore Lake Preserve’s trails let visitors explore diverse habitats,
including, meadows, mixed hardwood forest, and wooded wetlands,
with scenic views over a large marsh and small lakes.

RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
The following items addresses recent significant projects pertaining to
NAPP preserves and conservation easements.
2015
• Participated in the protection of 942 acres of land fee-simple,
conservation easement, or contribution to partners
• Botanical inventories completed at four preserves
• Trail design and construction at 7 preserves
2016
• Trail and entry improvements at five preserves resulted in 10 miles
of new trails
• Botanical inventories at five preserves
• Purchase of tractor*
• Preserve management plans completed for two preserves
• Conducted first deer hunt at Leonard Preserve with Michigan
Operation Freedom Outdoors
• Watkins Lake Preserve purchased to be managed in cooperation
with MDNR
• Added the stewardship manager position
2017
• Botanic inventories updated and completed at 13 preserves
• Wayfinding installed at two preserves: Draper-Houston Meadows
and Whitmore Lake preserves
• Stream crossings installed at two preserves: Leonard and Kosch
2018
• Four updated or completed botanic inventories
• Partnership with USFWS and Ducks Unlimited established to
restore 60 acres of wildlife habitat at Watkins Lake Preserve
• Washtenaw Stiltgrass Working Group established after invasive
plant found at Botsford
• Updated boardwalks at DeVine Preserve
• Installed new gates at five preserves
• Expanded stewardship crew with another 0.80 FTE position
• Established Special Revenue Fund of $7.5 million

* 2015-19 Recreation Master Plan Action Program item
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2. Farmland Conservation Easements
A farmland conservation easement, or agricultural land easement, is
a legally binding agreement placed on a property’s deed that limits
nonagricultural uses of that property for the purpose of protecting the
agricultural use and future viability, and related conservation values. As
of January 2019, NAPP has purchased and is the holder of 12 farmland
conservation easements totaling 1,864 acres. All these properties are
dominantly in active agriculture, though most have some woods,
wetlands, or a stream. These properties are privately owned and thus
are only publicly accessible by appointment on a scheduled hike with a
WCPARC naturalist.

FREY EASEMENT
Location:

Lima Township

Acreage:

115 acres

Year est.:

2016

HELLER EASEMENT
Location:

Lima Township

Size:

186 acres

Year est.:

2015

KOENN EASEMENT
Location:

Sylvan Township

Size:

110 acres

Year est.:

2014

ROCKOL EASEMENT
BAILO FAMILY EASEMENT
Location:

Salem Township

Acreage:

206 acres

Year est.:

2013

BLOCH EASEMENT

Northfield Township

Size:

164 acres

Year est.:

2016

SHENK EASEMENT
Location:

Freedom Township

Size:

160 acres

Year est.:

2018

Location:

Superior Township

Size:

129 acres

SULLIVAN EASEMENT

Year est.:

2014

Location:

Webster Township

Size:

84 acres

Year est.:

2016

CORT EASEMENT
Location:

Salem Township

ROCKOL EASEMENT

Size:

79 acres

Location:

Northfield Township

2014

Size:

164 acres

Year est.:

2016

Year est.:

VANRIPER EASEMENT

DOLL EASEMENT
Sylvan Township, Sharon Township

Location:

Lima Township

Size:

178 acres

Size:

362 acres

Year est.:

2017

Year est.:

2018

Location:
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3. Additional NAPP Partnerships
With several overlapping government agencies and land conservation
organizations with similar goals to NAPP, WCPARC finds many
opportunities to partner in land acquisition, management, and
facility development. In addition to other agencies and organizations
participating in NAPP-led land deals, as shown in the previous tables,
NAPP also frequently contributes to partner-led acquisition projects
of natural areas and farmland in which WCPARC has no ownership or
ongoing management responsibilities. This partnership arrangement
has protected 1,768 acres. These land conservation efforts enable all
entities to leverage their resources and for natural communities to
persist over time.

LEFURGE WOODS NATURE PRESERVE
Location:

Superior Charter Township

Acreage:

74 of 325 acres

Year est.:

1993, expanded multiple times

Owner:

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

LeFurge Woods Nature Preserve protects a diverse cross section of
southern Michigan habitat types. Trails wind throughout wetlands,
meadows, agricultural lands, and LeFurge Woods, one the finest mature
woodlands in Washtenaw County. In 2003, WCPARC partnered with SMLC
to expand their preserve by purchasing a conservation easement (CE) on
64 acres of the land. In 2007, WCPARC contributed to SMLC’s purchase of
a CE to provide public access to a 10-acre woodlot on the Schultz Farm
(158 acres). SMLC owns and maintains all 325 acres of the preserve.
REICHERT PRESERVE

JACK R. SMILEY NATURE PRESERVE
Location:

Superior Charter Township

Acreage:

100

Year est.:

2012

Owner:

Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy

The Jack R. Smiley Preserve is named for the founder of the
Southeast Michigan Land Conservancy (SMLC). The preserve was
established through the collaboration of the City of Ann Arbor
Greenbelt Program, SMLC and WCPARC. Title to the land is held by
SMLC and the County holds a conservation easement; the Greenbelt
Program contributed funds for its acquisition. The preserve is
a component of the Superior Greenway a 2,000+ acre, two-mile
corridor of protected land in Superior Township, the creation of
which was spearheaded by Mr. Smiley. In 2014, WCPARC and SMLC
further collaborated to construct a trail through the preserve that
involved the construction of two bridges over the County drain.
The preserve has a mix of wetland and forest habitat but the majority
is agricultural land. Fowler Creek, a tributary of the Lower Rouge
River, flows through the property and has good water quality. The
site also has topographical variation and probably was the location
of a Native American trail prior to European settlement.

Location:

Dexter Township

Acreage:

92 acres/16.76 acres

Year est.:

2012

Owner:

Legacy Land Conservancy

This preserve features rolling wooded terrain, kettle lakes, and
frontage along Little Portage Lake and Portage Creek. The property
bridges the border of Washtenaw and Livingston counties and
was donated to Legacy Land Conservancy by Dr. Rudy Reichert in
2012. WCPARC holds a conservation easement on 16.76 acres of the
preserve, which serves as an extra protective layer of preservation.
SLOAN PRESERVE
Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

52

Year est.:

2012

Owner:

Scio Township

Sloan Preserve includes woods, wetlands, and frontage on Mill Creek,
which is designated by the state as a natural river. Purchase of the
preserve was made possible by a $200,000 grant from the Michigan
Natural Resources Trust Fund that covered 75% of the purchase price.
Scio Township, through the Land Preservation millage, supplied 12.5%
of the purchase price with the remaining 12.5% coming from matching
funds provided by the Washtenaw County’s NAPP.
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DRAKE CONSERVATION EASEMENT

SCHUMACHER CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Lodi Township

Location:

Lodi Township

Acreage:

124

Acreage:

81

Year est.:

2013

Year est.:

2015

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, Lodi Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, FRPP grant

HORNBACK CONSERVATION EASEMENT

DAM-TSIG CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Salem Township

Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

73

Acreage:

44

Year est.:

2012

Year est.:

2016

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, Salem Township, Donation

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, FRPP grant

ROGERS CONSERVATION EASEMENT

HALL CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

York Township

Location:

Webster Township

Acreage:

161

Acreage:

100

Year est.:

2014

Year est.:

2016

Easement holder:

Legacy Land Conservancy

Easement holder:

Webster Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, FRPP grant

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

NOVICK CONSERVATION EASEMENT

ESTLEMAN, L. CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Location:

Webster Township

Acreage:

106

Salem Township

Acreage:

56

Year est.:

2012

Year est.:

2016

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Easement holder:

Webster Townsh

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, Ann Arbor Charter Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP

LEVINE-KEMPTER CONSERVATION EASEMENT

ESTLEMAN, C. CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Salem Township

Location:

Webster Township

Acreage:

73

Acreage:

77

Year est.:

2015

Year est.:

2016

Easement holder:

Scio Township

Easement holder:

Webster Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP
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FARRELL CONSERVATION EASEMENT

LADA CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Webster Township

Location:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Acreage:

60

Acreage:

40

Year est.:

2017

Year est.:

2017

Easement holder:

Webster Township

Easement holder:

Ann Arbor Charter Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

HELDT 1 CONSERVATION EASEMENT

TAYLOR CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Webster Township

Location:

Scio Township

Acreage:

52

Acreage:

10

Year est.:

2017

Year est.:

2018

Easement holder:

Webster Township

Easement holder:

Scio Township

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, ACEP grant

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, donation

HELDT 2 CONSERVATION EASEMENT

SEELEY CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Webster Township

Location:

Lodi Township

Acreage:

16

Acreage:

27.5

Year est.:

2017

Year est.:

2018

Easement holder:

Webster Townsh

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, ACEP grant

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP

MAST CONSERVATION EASEMENT

DRAKE NORTH CONSERVATION EASEMENT

Location:

Webster Township

Location:

Lodi Township

Acreage:

125

Acreage:

10

Year est.:

2017

Year est.:

2018

Easement holder:

Webster Township

Easement holder:

City of Ann Arbor Greenbelt

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, ACEP grant

Contributions:

WCPARC-NAPP, Lodi Township, ACEP grant
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Table 7 - Recreation Inventory: NAPP Nature Preserves
NAME1, 2, 3

ACREAGE

FACILITIES IN 2020

FACILITIES CHANGED
SINCE 2015-2019 PLAN

ALBERT J. MILLER AND ROBERT & NANCY SMITH PRESERVE

29

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

ARBOR WOODS PRESERVE

23

Trails

NONE

BAKER WOODS PRESERVE

70

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

BOTSFORD PRESERVE

19

None

BRAUER PRESERVE

187

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

BURNS-STOKES PRESERVE

29

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, wayfinding, and parking lot

NONE

CLARK AND AVIS SPIKE PRESERVE

103

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, boardwalk, overlook, and parking lot

NONE

CLARK ROAD

53

NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC

N/A

DEVINE PRESERVE

137

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

DOMINICAN MEADOWS PRESERVE

81

NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC

N/A

DRAPER-HOUSTON MEADOWS PRESERVE

113

Trails, boardwalk, bridge, wayfinding, kiosk, and parking lot

NONE

ERVIN-STUCKI PRESERVE

126

Trails, boardwalk, overlook, kiosk, and parking lot

NONE

FOX SCIENCE PRESERVE

73

Trails, boardwalk, kiosk, bike racks, wayfinding, and parking lot

NONE

HARWOOD HERITAGE PRESERVE

16

Trails

NONE

KOENN PRESERVE

81

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

KOSCH HEADWATERS PRESERVE

160

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

LANDSBERG PROPERTY

82

NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC

N/A

LEONARD PRESERVE

259

Trails, deer exclosure, wayfinding, and parking lot

NONE

MEYER PRESERVE

183

Trails, wayfinding, bike racks, and kiosk

NONE

NORTHFIELD WOODS PRESERVE

48

Trails, driveway, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

RAYMOND F. GOODRICH PRESERVE

48

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

RIVER RAISIN PRESERVE

42

NOT OPEN TO PUBLIC

N/A

RIVERBEND PRESERVE

43

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, overlook, and parking lot

NONE

SCIO WOODS PRESERVE

91

Trails, wayfinding, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

SHARON SHORT HILLS PRESERVE

84

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

SQUIERS PRESERVE

50

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

TOM A. FREEMAN PRESERVE (formerly Arbor Vistas Preserve)

59

Trails, kiosk, and bike racks

NONE

TRINKLE MARSH AT EASTON FARM PRESERVE

151

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, overlooks, and parking lot

NONE

WATKINS LAKE STATE PARK AND COUNTY PRESERVE

1,122 (WCPARC
owns 405)

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, parking lot, benches, picnic benches,
portable toilet

NONE

WEATHERBEE WOODS PRESERVE

147

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and wayfinding

NONE

WEST LAKE PRESERVE

217

Trails, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

WHITMORE LAKE PRESERVE

249

Trails, wayfinding, kiosk, bike racks, and parking lot

NONE

1 NAPP partnership properties and farmland conservation easements are not included

2 All facilities’ Purpose or Use is Natural Area Preservation

3 All facilities classified Natural Resources Area based on “Recommended Classification System for Local and Regional Recreation, Open Space, and Trails” found in Appendix A
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ACCESS. IMPROVEMENTS
PRIOR TO 2015-2019 PLAN3

ACCESS. IMPROVEMENTS
SINCE 2015-2019 PLAN3

ACCESSIBILITY
RATING (1-5)

PROGRAMMING

MAINTENANCE STAFF

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

N/A

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

1

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs; interpretive signs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

N/A

N/A

N/A

Not open to public

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

N/A

N/A

N/A

Not open to public

NAPP Crew

Bridge

Limestone trail

3

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs; interpretive signs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

N/A

N/A

N/A

Not open to public

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs; accessible hunt

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Interpretive nature programs by WCPARC and SMLC

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

N/A

Not open to public

NAPP crew

Limestone trail; overlook

NONE

3

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

Boardwalk; overlook

NONE

4

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew and MDNR staff

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

NONE

NONE

2

Nature and interpretive programs

NAPP Crew

3 Accessibility rating scale “meet accessibility guidelines”: 1. None of the facilities

2. Some of the facilities 3. Most of the facilities 4. Entire Park 5. Park developed using Universal Design

4 NAPP Crew: 1 Natural Areas Manager, 1 Stewardship Coordinator, 3 field technicians, 1-3 seasonal staff
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CREDIT: BRYAN MITCHELL

from the Livingston County border to the Wayne County border.
Later that same year, WCPARC assembled the Greenways Advisory
Committee (GAC) to assist the County in the development of greenway
policies and plans. GAC recommended that the Huron River corridor
be given the highest priority for greenway implementation due to its
potential to provide public benefits such as education/interpretation,
resource conservation, non-motorized transportation and recreation.
This lead to the conception of the Border-to-Border Trail (B2B).

Border-to-Border Trail in Hudson Mills Metropark

E. Trails and Greenways

The Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC) is
a major proponent of the development of non-motorized trails within
the community. This commitment stems from an understanding of
the interests and priorities expressed by county residents. Regular
Community Needs Assessment Surveys conducted since 2003, most
recently in 2018, have consistently indicated that paved and unpaved
non-motorized trails are the highest priority for recreational amenities
for WCPARC’s constituents. Furthermore, in 2016, County residents
passed a four-year Road and Trails Millage by a 3:1 margin, in which
20% of the funding is allocated to WCPARC for the construction of nonmotorized trails. WCPARC has committed these funds to the Border-toBorder Trail (B2B) and the Connecting Communities grant initiative.

1. Border-to-Border Trail (B2B)
OVERVIEW
In 1999, the Urban Area Transportation Study (now known as the
Washtenaw Area Transportation Study, or WATS, a multi-jurisdictional
agency responsible for transportation planning in Washtenaw County)
suggested linking 400 acres of public land in the Huron River corridor
60
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The Border-to-Border Trail is a shared-use, non-motorized pathway
that connects cities, parks, and other destinations throughout
Washtenaw County. The trail is typically 10-feet wide, paved, and
designed for users of all ages and abilities. The B2B is the product of
an ongoing collaboration of communities and organization who are
dedicated to safe, non-motorized recreation and transportation. As
part of the statewide Iron-Belle Trail (IBT), plans are being developed to
make regional trail connections outside of Washtenaw County.
The Commission has made significant investments in the B2B during
the last 10 years with some of the more notable projects being in the
Dexter area in partnership with the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority
(HCMA). WCPARC’s goal for the B2B over the next five years is to continue
partnering with other organizations to complete trail segments and
close gaps in the B2B across the county. To that end, in 2016, WCPARC
entered into an agreement with the non-profit Huron Waterloo Pathways
Initiative (HWPI), whose goal is to provide private fundraising and
support for development of the B2B and regional IBT. The Commission
has since dedicated considerable portions of the annual CIP budgets
to trail development. The public-private partnership has successfully
leveraged local millage funds with private contributions and significant
public grants that have resulted in four construction projects in 20182019, adding eight miles of new B2B/IBT trail.
ROUTE DESCRIPTION
Since the B2B’s inception in the late 1990s, the planned trail route,
known as “The Huron River Greenway,” followed the river for 35 miles
from the Washtenaw-Wayne County border to the Washtenaw-Livingston
County border. The connection from the northwest side of Ann Arbor

Ground-breaking for B2B Trail segment in Dexter
through Ypsilanti (19 miles) is complete, although several areas within
the City of Ypsilanti use a combination of sidewalk and bike lanes as
opposed to a dedicated, road-separated pathway. Prior to 2016, 6.5
miles of trail had also been constructed, connecting the Hudson Mills
and Dexter-Huron Metroparks through downtown Dexter. The B2B in
the Dexter area is discontinuous with the trail through Ann Arbor and
Ypsilanti due to a large gap between the cities along the Huron River.
In 2016, when WCPARC and HWPI began officially collaborating on
the trail, the route of the B2B was expanded beyond Huron River
Greenway. The trail now diverges in Dexter and travels west to Chelsea,
then northwest along M-52 through the Waterloo and Pinckney
recreation areas and passes through Jackson and Ingham counties,
where it connects to the Lakelands Trail. In 2017 this route became
part of the official Iron-Belle Trail (IBT) alignment. By the end of 2019,
it is anticipated 34 miles of B2B trail will have been completed within
Washtenaw County out of 52 total miles planned.
Collaborative efforts involving various partners to complete regional
connections are also a priority for WCPARC. HWPI is a significant
partner in these efforts because they can commit resources across
jurisdictional boundaries. The following items form critical regional

B2B Trail development map, 2019
connections. One and two are part of a route, known as “The Loop,”
which uses the existing Lakelands Trail between Stockbridge and
Pinckney to connect the original Huron River Greenway route with the
IBT – forming a trail loop that traverses 44 miles. Items two and three
are part of the official IBT route.
1. Hudson Mills Metropark to the Lakelands Trail (6 miles)
2. Washtenaw/Jackson County border at M-52, to and the
Lakelands Trail in Stockbridge in Ingham County (5 miles)
3. Ypsilanti Township (Grove Road at Bridge Road) to the
Washtenaw/Wayne County border, and then on to Belleville in
Wayne County to Lower Huron Metropark (6 miles), where 30
miles of existing trail connects to Lake Erie Metropark.
When complete, the B2B/IBT will traverse about 70 miles in the
Washtenaw County region, enhancing the livability of the county’s
main urbanized areas where approximately 70% of its residents live in
river-linked communities. Further, because of the trail’s proximity to
several job and school-related locations, it provides an alternative to
vehicle-dependent commuters.
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2. Connecting Communities Grant Initiative
The development of a countywide, non-motorized trail network is a
larger task than any single community or organization can assume.
Consequently, WCPARC started the Connecting Communities grant
intiative to provide an opportunity for County communities and
organizations to apply for non-motorized funding for locally significant
projects. Eligible projects accomplish the Commission’s primary
goal of providing valuable, non-motorized connections between
communities and activity centers thus offering a healthy alternative for
recreation and transportation.
Eligible agencies are required to submit a pre-proposal form for
WCPARC staff review and discussion. Once the applying agency
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RECENT PROJECTS COMPLETED:
2016 – City of Ypsilanti: Installed a pedestrian bridge over the Huron
River and a HAWK crossing of Michigan Ave.
2016 – Dexter-Ann Arbor Corridor Master Plan: WCPARC completed a
master plan for the 7 mile B2B/IBT trail gap between Dexter and Ann
Arbor. The full plan is available on WCPARC’s website: washtenaw.org/b2b
2018 – Lyndon Township: Constructed 2.6 miles of trail (includes
boardwalks) that roughly parallels M-52 from Werkner Road to the
Green Lake Campground in Waterloo Recreation Area.
2019 – Lyndon Township: Constructed 2.0 miles of trail that roughly
parallels M-52 from the Green Lake Campground to North Territorial
Road. The project included a tunnel crossing of M-52, a connection to
the DTE Energy Trail (mountain biking), and trailhead parking area.
2019 – Lima Township: Constructed 2.1 miles of trail from Freer Road to
North Lima Center Road.
2019 – Scio Township: Constructed 1.2 miles of trail, including
boardwalks, and two pedestrian bridges over the Huron River.
2019 – Washtenaw-Wayne County Connector Study: HWPI lead this
project with participation from WCPARC, the DNR, and many public
entities in Wayne County.

Matthaei Botanical Gardens Trail
receives feedback, they are permitted to apply for grant funding. Once
submitted, staff review and score the applications with input from
Greenways Advisory Committee. A recommendation for funding is
forwarded to the Parks and Recreation Commission by their November
meeting. Following approval, a Project Agreement is executed and
agencies are permitted two years to complete the project.
The program initially only ran from 2010–2014 but was reinstated in
2016 with the passing of the Road and Trails Millage that runs through
2020. Up to $500,000 per year is made available for non-motorized trail
construction with an additional $100,000 made available for trail planning
and engineering. Since the program began, 28 projects in 13 communities
have been awarded a total of $4,253,450 (as of January 2019).
Recipients of Connecting Communities funds include:
Ann Arbor Charter Township

Pittsfield Charter Township

City of Ann Arbor

Scio Township

City of Chelsea

Superior Charter Township

City of Dexter

Village of Manchester

City of Saline

York Township

Manchester Township

Ypsilanti Township

Northfield Township

One notable Connecting Communities project completed to date is
the two-mile trail segment that originates from Matthaei Botanical
Gardens. The multi-use trail was completed in partnership with Ann
Arbor Township, University of Michigan, and additional granting
agencies. The trail connects the popular Botanical Gardens to
WCPARC’s Parker Mill County Park and Border-to-Border Trail, with
ongoing plans of extending the trail north to Plymouth Road.
In 2014, Ann Arbor Township was originally awarded a $250K
Connecting Communities grant toward trail construction. After decades
of intermittent discussions among various agencies, the first phase of
the trail was completed in 2017. The University of Michigan granted an
easement for the trail and will provide regular maintenance. Ann Arbor
Township pulled together more than $2.5M total in grant funding from
WCPARC, Southeast Michigan Council of Governments, and Michigan
Department of Transportation for construction of the trail. Individuals
and businesses contributed an additional $800K.
In 2018, Ann Arbor Township applied for and received an additional
Connecting Communities grant for engineering of Phase 2 of the
project. Having now completed the engineering, the Township has
applied for construction funding in the 2019 cycle. If successful, the
trail will lead north of the botanical gardens along Dixboro Road
terminating just north of Plymouth Road. Once there, users will have
access to an additional 276 acres of protected land and recreation
amenities, including WCPARC’s Goodrich and Tom A. Freeman
preserves, City of Ann Arbor’s Marshall Nature Area, University of
Michigan’s Horner-McLaughlin Woods, and downtown Dixboro in
Superior Township.

F. Michigan Department of Natural
Resources Recreation Grant Inventory
Some of Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission’s
most successful projects have been partially funded with recreation
grants dollars awarded by the State of Michigan Department of Natural
Resources. A list and description of these grants may be found in Table 8.
The Parks Commission has also provided matching funds to other
communities awarded Department of Natural Resources grant dollars.

Accessible trail at Rolling Hills Park, funded in part through MNRTF

This collaboration among Ann Arbor Township, University of Michigan,
WCPARC, State of Michigan, and others is a prime example of how
leveraging partnership dollars can help build an interconnected trail
system that serves a broad number of users.

RECREATION INVENTORY
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Table 8 - WCPARC DNR Recreation Grant Inventory
PROJECT NAME

PROJECT NO.

YEAR

AMOUNT

STATUS

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Independence Lake County Park

26-00955

1977

$229,178

Closed

Acquire 312.5 acres for outdoor recreation.

Rolling Hills County Park

26-01011

1977

$240,765

Closed

Acquire 158 acres of land for outdoor recreation.

Independence Lake County Park

26-01060 Q1

1978

$158,628

Closed

Access road, parking lot, beach, sunbathing and play area, bathhouse, restrooms,
first aid office and shelter, sewage system, water supply, entry improvements,
maintenance area, walkways.

Parker Mill County Park

TF411

1980

$250,000

Closed

Acquisition of 26.97 acres with 2,500 feet of frontage on Fleming Creek and 500
feet of frontage on the Huron River.

County Farm Park Phase I

26-01197

1981

$50,043

Closed

Development; gravel entry/parking, gravel trails, and surfaced trails, site
grading, turf establishment, landscaping, water service, and LWCF sign.

Rolling Hills Park

26-01273

1983

$444,703

Closed

Swimming pond with beach and dock, recreation building, bathhouse and
warming shelter, picnic shelters, toboggan run, roadway with entrance control,
meadow for cross country skiing, hiking.

County Farm Park Phase II

26-01396

1985

$117,068

Closed

Development: construction of year round shelter with restrooms, group
picnicking and summer activities; perennial garden/native shrub plantings and
irrigation system, and community gardens.

Independence Lake Park-Phase II

26-01462

1986

$245,386

Closed

Picnic/activity center (incl. picnic eqip.), utilities, access & parking, swimming
beach, site development, walkway/nature trail, fishing pier.

County Farm Park Recreation Center

BF89-378

1989

$750,000

Closed

Development of multi-purpose activities center for Washtenaw County.

Rolling Hills Park

TF89-033

1989

$375,000

Closed

Develop wave-action pool, water playground, twin-flume water slide, turf decks
and sand play areas & support facilities.

Parker Mill Park

26-01535

1993

$107,250

Closed

Bridge along connector route between Park Mill and Forest Parks.

Pierce Lake Park Acquisition

TF93-010

1993

$400,000

Closed

Acquire 200 acre tract of parkland in western portion of Washtenaw County
encompassing 5,000 feet of frontageon Pierce Lake.

Park Lyndon Expansion

TF99-323

1999

$787,500

Closed

Acquisition of 130 bordering acres to add significant natural features, including a
50-acre wetland fen, rare/threatened species and lake frontage.

Rolling Hills County Park Development

CM00-074

2000

$750,000

Closed

Development of Rolling Hills County Park to include water park expansion, sports
pavilion, fishing dock on pond, trail system and picnic area expansion, road and
parking improvements.

Rolling Hills Park Accessibility
Enhancements

TF08-060

2008

$96,000

Closed

Development provided universally accessible amenities: playground equipment,
picnic pavilion, observation treehouse, fishing dock, pier improvements at pond;
signage, and trail improvements.

Arbor Vistas Preserve

TF11-035

2011

$2,275,000

Closed

Purchase of 54 acres in Ann Arbor Township to establish new NAPP preserve.
Now known as the Tom A. Freeman Preserve

Staebler Farm County Park Development

TF14-0126

2014

$300,000

Not Funded

First stage of development of a farm themed park.

West Lake Preserve Expansion

TF15-0061

2015

$267,300

Closed

Acquisition of 59 acres of undeveloped land to expand existing 217-acre preserve.

Border-to-Border Trail/Iron Belle Trail
Construction

TF16-0227

2016

$300,000

Active

Develop 0.4 miles of universally accessible trail with a new pedestrian bridge
over the Huron River in Scio Township.

Acquision of the Huron River Preserve

TF17-0240

2017

$391,600

Active

Acquire approximately 16.62 acres of natural land in Scio Township to establish a
new nature preserve along the Huron River.

Addition to Watkins Lake State Park and
County Preserve

TF18-0195

2018

$60,600

Active

Acquire 23 acres of land to expand the existing facility and provide area for
parking and serve as a trailhead for a regional multiuse trail.
Source: Michigan Department of Natural Resources Grant Management
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