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other reasons. Therefore, they should be readily accessible to
population concentrations. WCPARC also cooperates with other
levels of government and pertinent organizations to protect open
space and natural areas that are threatened by sprawl, and it provides
recreational facilities and programs for use on a countywide basis.
Providing financial assistance to smaller, underserved communities
is increasingly a means to ensure that broad, diverse recreation
opportunities are afforded to all county residents.

Medford Pavilion at Nelson Meade County Farm Park

II. COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
A. Commission’s Role In Community

Parks and recreation services can best be provided through a system
in which government at all levels, as well as other public entities and
private organizations, collaborate to provide recreational services
to meet the needs of its residents. The local and regional recreation
and open space classification system as suggested by Mertes and Hall
(Appendix A) is generally accepted as the system of categorizing park
facilities based on user groups and service area. The classification
system also acknowledges that each level of government (local,
county, regional, and state) contributes to the development of a
comprehensive recreation program in a community.
Local municipalities are responsible for providing public recreation
facilities for frequent, short-term use by local residents. That said,
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC)
has assumed the responsibility to supplement recreational facilities
and programs at the county level that cannot be provided at the
local level due to budgetary constraints, maintenance obligations,
level of priority compared to other essential services, or various

On a regional level, the Huron-Clinton Metropolitan Authority
(HCMA) has the responsibility to provide services for a geographic
area much greater than the County level, consistent with a regional
recreation plan. HCMA provides large-scale and special use facilities
to accommodate large numbers of users in well-defined active and
passive recreational activities.
The state government (highest level of recreation in the County because
there are no Federal parklands) has responsibilities in numerous
program areas. The state acquires and develops land in Southeast
Michigan for large-scale or special park and recreation areas, legalized
hunting sites, water access, and boating sites. Selected sites near and
within urban areas are chosen to conserve unique natural resources
where population densities are greatest. State recreational areas also
provide extensive natural areas where development and user impacts
are minor; serve as a public land trust conserving their aesthetic, scenic,
and open space values; and act as buffers for their more intensive
recreational facilities. A summary of specific local, regional, and state
recreational opportunities is provided in Appendix B.
Finally, when a park system functions close to the community level, as
WCPARC does, the public expects the system to take a leadership or at
least a supportive role in current issues, for example:
• Providing community spaces in addition to recreation spaces.
• Providing green initiatives.
• Preserving critical ecological and wildlife habitat.
• Promote active lifestyles.
• Providing organized structured activities for at-risk youth.
• Providing a safe recreational environment for all ages.
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B. Demographics

In evaluating demographic data for use in developing this Recreation
Master Plan, the most important factor to consider is that none of it
can stand alone. No conclusion can be drawn from any one trend;
several factors must be considered together when analyzing social and
economic dynamics.
Most of the data used here are from the 2013-2017 American
Community Survey 5-Year Estimates. While actual census data is more
preferred, the County has changed enough between 2010 and 2019
that it seemed more appropriate to use as recent data as possible.
Further, at the County level, the ACS margins of error are less significant
than at smaller scales. Some data will also be influenced by the 45,000
students that attend the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor.

1. Regional Overview

Washtenaw County is situated in the Southeast Michigan region and
covers 722 square miles of area, spanning urban, suburban, and rural
settings (Figure 2). It is home to six cities, two incorporated villages,
and 20 townships. There are two major universities
(University of Michigan and Eastern
Michigan University), two major rivers (the
Huron River and River Raisin), and dozens
of lakes.

Figure 2 Southeast Michigan

2. Population Profile

Day campers explore Independence Lake Park’s wetland

4

2020-2024 WCPARC RECREATION MASTER PLAN

Washtenaw County’s population has been growing steadily since 1990
(282,937). According to the US Census Bureau, the County’s population
in 2010 was 344,791, was estimated at 361,509 at the end of 2017,
and is projected by the Southeast Michigan Council of Governments
(SEMCOG) to be 386,235 in 2040. According to SEMCOG, while the
net outward movement of people from Southeast Michigan is high,
it is somewhat counterbalanced by the international relocation from
abroad of college-educated people, ages 20 to 34, resulting in an
addition to the area’s labor force.

Figure 3 - Population Summary, Washtenaw County

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 5-Year ACS

Like many counties, Washtenaw is a collection of varied municipalities
and townships with their own compositions, needs, and resulting
influences. Some county-level trends are consistent with one part of
the county, but have little relation to other parts. When developing
objectives and action programs, it is necessary to look to localized
profiles for more guidance.

Figure 4 - Population Density, Washtenaw County

3. Population Density

The highest population densities are concentrated within the city limits
of Ann Arbor, Ypsilanti, Chelsea, Dexter, Saline and Milan, as well as
portions of Ypsilanti and Pittsfield townships, as illustrated in Figure 4.
The collective number of people who live in these areas is also greater
than the rest of the county population. Much of the county’s land,
however, remains rural or suburban. The 2010 Census shows 12.6% of
the land area has only urban housing units and 38.3% has only rural
housing units (based on census block groups). The remaining 48.9% is
a mixture of urban and rural, some of which is due to sprawl into rural
areas from urban centers. This translates to 83.6% of the total county
population living in urban or suburban areas and 16.4% in rural areas.
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4. Age

SEMCOG population projects show a stark
increase in the proportion of residents over
the age of 65 (Figure 5). The proportions of the
population in younger age groups all decrease
over the years, though more gradually for those
under 18. These projections are consistent
with national ones and the trends are common
among wealthier countries. The steady
population numbers of those aged 18 to 24 is
likely the influence of the universities.
Every age group requires different experiences
from their county park system. Generally
Washtenaw County has placed parks with
higher-action activities, like water parks,
in areas with the greatest densities of
younger (0-17 years) populations. Areas with
citizens five years and younger rely more on
neighborhood parks because of the need for
close proximity to home. Figure 6 shows the
median age of residents by census tract.

Figure 5 - Population Projection, By Age, Washtenaw County

The 2017 values are estimates from the 2017 5-Year ACS. 2020-2045 are projections from SEMCOG
Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, 2017 5-Year ACS; SEMCOG

The most significant population change expected is the percent
increase in residents over 65 years. In 2010, 10% of people were ages
65 years and older. In 2017, 13% was estimated. In 2045, SEMCOG is
forecasting that number to be 20%, a rise consistent with projected
national population dynamics Baby Boomers (those born between
1946 and 1964) will be 75+ years of age in 2040, longer life spans are
expected, and birth rates are stable.
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Figure 6 - Median Age by Census Tract

5. Race and Ethnicity

The racial distribution of Washtenaw County is predominantly white,
followed by Black/African American, Asian, two or more races, other
races, American Indian, and Native Hawaiian and Pacific Islander.
(Table 1). The cities of Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, as well as their
neighboring townships, have higher percentages of African Americans
and other minority populations (Figure 7). Ann Arbor in particular has a
higher than county average Asian population; the City and Township of
Ypsilanti have a higher than county average Black population.
In the last five years, over 450 refugees from all over the world resettled
in Washtenaw County. This number represents only 3% of all refugees
that have resettled in Michigan during that time, but it nonetheless is
a share of the county’s population. While the annual resettlement rate
has declined in recent years, 139 people resettled here in 2017 and
2018. These folks are from: Afghanistan, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Somalia, Syria, and Ukraine.
Foreign-born residents generally make up
about 12% (est. 43,498 people, +/- 1,221) of
the county population, up from 10.3% (33,164)
counted in the 2010 Census. About half of
those residents identify as Asian. Nearly half
are naturalized citizens. People who speak a
language other than English at home was an
estimated 14.4% or 49,520 people in 2017,
a minor increase from 14.1% in 2010. The
majority of those who speak another language
also speak English “very well,” but about 15,000
people—more than 3 times the population
of the City of Dexter—do not. These other
languages include Indo-European languages,
Asian and Pacific Island languages, Spanish,
and “other” languages.

Pickleball players at the Meri Lou Murray Recreation Center

Table 1 - Race and Ethnicity, Washtenaw County
2010 Census

2017 ACS

Total
Population

% of Total Pop. Total
Population

% of Total Pop.

One Race
256,880

74.50%

267,225

73.98%

Black or African
American

43,767

12.69%

42,966

12.00%

American Indian &
Alaska Native

1,174

0.34%

1,214

0.34%

27,109

7.86%

31,505

8.71%

128

0.03%

151

0.04%

2,651

0.73%

15,797

4.37%

Hispanic or Latinx

16,405

4.5%

Not Hispanic or Latinx

345,104

95.5%

White

Asian
Native Hawaiian &
Pacific Islander
Some other race
Two or more races

11,574

3.4

*Margin of error varies. Source 2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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Figure 7 - Race and Ethnicity by Census Tract

Table 2 - Disability Presence by Municipality
Total Pop. Margin of
with a
Error
Disability

Percent of
Municipality
Pop. with a
Disability

8,198

+/-583

6.9%

Ann Arbor Charter Township 339

+/-79

7.6%

Augusta Charter Township

664

+/-141

9.5%

Bridgewater Township

133

+/-31

8.8%

Chelsea City

674

+/-121

13.3%

Dexter City

469

+/-128

10.7%

Dexter Township

393

+/-128

6.2%

Freedom Township

171

+/-36

11.5%

Lima Township

359

+/-99

9.9%

Lodi Township

344

+/-74

5.4%

Lyndon Township

192

+/-49

7.3%

Manchester Township

633

+/-139

13.4%

Milan City

344

+/-89

8.8%

Northfield Township

1,097

+/-301

12.9%

Pittsfield Charter Township 2,859

+/-313

8.2%

Salem Township

658

+/-168

11.1%

Saline City

1,146

+/-207

12.8%

Saline Township

258

+/-61

12.5%

Scio Township

1,251

+/-228

7.2%

Sharon Township

149

+/-33

7.5%

Superior Charter Township

1,289

+/-252

9.5%

Sylvan Township

294

+/-61

10.2%

Webster Township

607

+/-175

9.2%

York Charter Township

629

+/-162

8.3%

Ypsilanti City

1,779

+/-228

8.6%

Ypsilanti Charter Township

6,337

+/-561

11.6%

Ann Arbor City

6. Persons with Disabilities

The US Census Bureau categorizes disability as a vision, hearing,
cognitive, ambulatory, self-care, or independent living difficulty.
According to the 2017 5-Year American Community Survey, an
estimated 8.8% of the entire county’s population has some form of
disability. Disabled folk live in every township and city, comprising a
range 5.4% to 13.4% of the local governments’ populations (Table 2).
They exist in all age groups, though disabilities tend to become more
prevalent as people age.

2013-2017 American Community Survey 5-Year Estimates
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7. Income

The 2017 5-Year American Community Survey shows the county’s
median household income up to $65,618 from 2010’s $59,065 (Figure
8). The median is greater than both the state ($52,668) and the country
($57,652), however the county’s cost of living (MIT calculates $13.24/
hour is the living wage) is higher than the state ($11.29). The per capita
income was up to $37,455 from $31,316 (total personal income divided
by population). Between 2010 and 2017, the percentage of household
incomes in every income group dropped, except $100,000 to $149,999
and most notably $150,000 and up. This information suggests little
class movement, and likely immigration of higher-earning individuals.
Approximately 49,602 people or 14.5% of the population for whom
poverty status was determined in 2017 were below the poverty line.
This is up from 13% in 2010, but down from 15.2% in 2016. Poverty in

Figure 8 - Median Household Income by Census Tract

Washtenaw County affects people of all ages; a greater percentage
of women than men; a greater percentage of each non-white race
and Hispanic/Latinx folk than those who are white; and a greater
percentage of those with less education.

8. Education and Jobs

Data show that a high educational achievement for a community is
directly proportional to a higher income per capita, thus better economic
welfare. Michigan tends to show weak performance in educational
achievement versus the rest of the United States. However, the
education level of Washtenaw County is one of the highest in the state
with over 50% of people with at least a bachelor’s degree (Table 3).
SEMCOG projects major percent increases in jobs in professional
and technical services and corporate HQ; healthcare services; and
administrative, supports, and waste services. Manufacturing is the
only job sector that is projected to decline, as it has been doing for
the last several years. Parks, greenspaces, and outdoor recreational
opportunities can be catalysts for building vibrant and prosperous
communities that attract businesses and talent.

Table 3 - Highest Level of Education Completed,
Washtenaw County
Highest Level of Education

2010

2017

Graduate/Professional Degree

25.9%

28.7%

Bachelor's Degree

24.8%

25.7%

Associate Degree

6.8%

7.0%

Some College, no Degree

20.2%

18.4%

High School Graduate

16.1%

15.3%

Did Not Graduate High School

4.4%

4.9%

* Washtenaw County population, age 25+. Accounting for margin of error
in the ACS, the County still shows an increase in attainment of Graduate/
Professional Degrees and Bachelor’s Degrees.
Sources: 2006-2010 ACS 5-Year Estimates; 2013-2017 ACS 5-Year Estimates
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9. Opportunity and Equity

Washtenaw County is one of the wealthiest counties in Michigan, with
high average incomes, ranking as one of the most economically vibrant,
educated, healthy, and best places to live in the state. However, not all
residents experience living that way. According to the County Health
Rankings in 2015, Washtenaw County ranked 81st out of 82 Michigan
counties for income inequality. As a result, in 2018 the Washtenaw
County Board of Commissioners adopted a policy declaring its focus
on issues of equity, particularly racial equity, when considering various
services. WCPARC adopted a resolution supporting the policy.
Many of the maps shown in this section of the plan illustrate placebased and racial differences in opportunity within the county:

low income, low educational attainment, and concentrated Black
population all occur in the southeast area of the county. The racial
distribution map (Figure 7) also shows a disproportionate number of
Black people in the two census tracts that are host to prisons, further
decreasing available life opportunities.
As part of equity investigations, the County produced an Opportunity
Index, which is a combination of measures indicating an overall
availability of opportunity for well-being and life progress relative to
other county census tracts (Figure 9). The Washtenaw County Parks
and Recreation Commission has the power to positively influence some
of the measures.

Figure 9 - Equity and Opportunity by Census Tract, Washtenaw County

Source: Washtenaw County Office of Community and Economic Development
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C. Physical Charachteristics

Figure 10 - Ecoregions, Washtenaw County

Both natural and man-made characteristics, such as land use and
transportation enhancements, will influence development for the next
five years and beyond. Washtenaw County’s existing natural physical
characteristics vary based on location within the County. The west,
central, and the southeastern portions are distinct and coincide with
the ecoregions described immediately below.

1. Geology and Ecoregions

As the glaciers that covered Michigan thousands of years ago melted
and receded, they left the landforms we see today and that remain
significant to current land cover. The EPA’s ecoregion classification
system analyzes glacial geology along with its other intimately related
environmental phenomena of soils, vegetation, climate, land use,
wildlife, and hydrology to identify where ecosystems are broadly
similar (Figure 10). Washtenaw County is crossed by three level III
ecoregions called the South Michigan/North Indiana Drift Plains,
Eastern Cornbelt Plains, and Huron/Erie Lake Plains. Figure 11 shows
quaternary, or current, geology of Washtenaw County in more detail.
A geology-focused description of the landform ecosystems that
make up Washtenaw County using this classification system follows.
Vegetation and soils are described in further sections.
WESTERN - SOUTH MICHIGAN/NORTH INDIANA DRIFT PLAINS
This is an interlobate area between three glacial lobes, formed when the
glaciers receded, that exists in the western and northwestern portions
of the County. It contains wide spans of outwash sands that surround
sandy and gravelly end moraines and ground moraines. Hills of end and
ground moraines are surrounded by flat outwash. Large linear segments
of end moraine, broken only by narrow outwash channels, are typically
located along the margins of this area. Also included are areas of icecontact topography, with kettle lakes, kames, eskers, and segments of
outwash channel as principal characteristics of these areas. This area is
known now for its many lakes and chains of lakes.

CENTRAL - EASTERN CORNBELT PLAINS
This is the largest section in the County, extending from Salem
Township southwest to Ann Arbor and Dexter, down to Saline and
Manchester. It is made up of narrow parallel bands of both end
moraine and ground moraines. The topography of the end moraines
is rolling and hilly, but less than 1% of the end moraines have slopes
greater than 15 percent. End-moraine ridges can be individual ridges
one or more miles across and several miles long, or they can be broken
into several smaller ridges separated by glacial outwash channel and
postglacial drainages. As its name suggests, agriculture is extensive
here and has affected much of the landscape.

COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
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SOUTHEASTERN - HURON/ERIE LAKE PLAIN
This subsection encompasses Ypsilanti southwest to Saline, and the
rest of the County to the southeast. It is made up of clay lake plain
and sand lake plain that extends to Lake Erie, with several broad
channels of lacustrine sand. Small sand dunes are common on the
sand channels. Topography is generally broad and flat; the land is also
known to be agriculturally fertile. These two factors helped develop the
land and not much of the original ecosystem remains.

Figure 11 - Quarternary Geology, Washtenaw County

2. Soils

WESTERN
Soil textures range from sand to clay; the most common soil texture
is sandy loam on the moraine ridges and sand on the outwash plains,
which are very well-drained. On ice-contact topography, soils are
typically excessively drained sands and gravels on the upland kames
and eskers, and poorly or very poorly drained in the kettles and
outwash channels.
CENTRAL
Soil textures in this portion of the County are typically loam and sandy
loams. Finer textured soils of silt loams and clay loams are more
common on the eastern edge of this area. Poorly drained mineral soils
are common on lower slopes of the ground moraine. Organic soils are
found on outwash channels.
SOUTHEASTERN
This area is dominated by (wet) sandy loam and clayey soils. Soil
permeability is typically low, necessitating drainage for agricultural use.
Soils are calcareous at shallow depth. Soils are poorly or very poorly
drained in sand channel depressions and excessively drained on dunes.

3. Pre-Settlement Vegetation

Figure 12 shows pre-settlement (circa 1800) vegetation for Washtenaw
County. An examination of this map, along with rare species maps,
which are available through the Michigan Natural Features Inventory
(MNFI), provides information on lands that may warrant preservation/
protection.
WESTERN
Open savannas of black oak, white oak, and hickory were common on
the sandy moraines. Most of the wetlands on the end moraines were
scrub-shrub or forested swamps located in lower slope positions or in
small depressions. Hardwood swamps were the dominant wetland
on the lower slopes. Kettle lakes and swampy depressions on the
moraines typically supported scrub-shrub swamp, hardwood swamp,
or tamarack swamp.
12
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Figure 12 - Land Cover circa 1800, Washtenaw County

On dry, well-drained ice-contact topography, black oak (probably
including some northern pin oak) was typically the dominant forest
species. White oak and hickory were also common on slightly moister
ice-contact sites, with red oak occupying moist foot slopes.
CENTRAL
Oak and oak-hickory forests dominated the well-drained soils found
in this portion of the County, with white oak the dominant species.
Black oak was typical on the drier ridge tops, and red oak was more
common on lower slopes. Oak savannas, dominated by white oak and
black oak, could have occurred in this section, especially along the
western edge, where fires were carried by winds from the west. Beech
and sugar maple were found on the silt loams and clay loams, although
occurrence of these species was unusual. These occurred in the
relatively flat and wet areas of ground moraines and on well-drained,
irregular end moraines further north.
Forested wetlands were common in lower slope areas on both ground
and end moraines. Common species included black ash, red maple,
American elm, swamp white oak, bur oak, and basswood. On the
floodplain, hackberry, red elm, red ash, and American elm were
common.

Several types of wetlands occurred in the outwash channels. At the
margins between the uplands and the outwash, calcareous seepages
often supported fens, with tamarack growing near the upland margins
of the fens. Grass and sedge meadows were found growing adjacent
to streams on large areas of the outwash channels. Forested wetlands
were most common along margins of major streams on the outwash,
while tamarack was more common along lake edges and in kettles or
depressions in the outwash.
In areas of ice-contact topography, wetlands were commonly restricted
to narrow belts surrounding kettle lakes and consisted of scrub-shrub,
hardwood, or conifer swamps. Kettles were sometimes completely
occupied by either swamp or bog vegetation.

SOUTHEASTERN
The pre-settlement vegetation of the clay lakeplain contained forest,
either upland or wetland, and in some areas wet prairie. The forests
varied with the differences in slope class and drainage. On flatter
portions (10 feet per mile slope or less) of the lakeplain or in shallow
basins or depressions, lowland hardwoods dominated. In closed canopy
depressions, black ash was dominant. Black ash also dominated flat
or gradually sloping areas, but American elm and basswood were also
typical co-dominants. Beech, white oak, white ash, and hickory became
more common as slopes steepened and drainage conditions improved,
but still were less common than black ash and elm. Common wetland
species of the clay lakeplain included cottonwood, sycamore, trembling
aspen, and red/silver maple. Where rivers and streams improved
drainage conditions, mesic forests were dominated by beech, sugar
maple, white oak, American elm, and hickory.
COMMUNITY DESCRIPTION
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4. Rare Species (Flora and Fauna)

The Michigan Natural Features Inventory (MNFI) lists several special
ecotypes in Washtenaw County, including bogs and prairie fens. There is
also remnant oak savanna found in the Pinckney Recreation Area. These
ecosystems typically contain significant rare plant and animal species that
are usually either threatened or endangered. The MNFI County Element
list of plant and wildlife species is too extensive to reproduce here, but
some species have been provided for specific areas in Washtenaw County.
The list of rare species provided below is not all inclusive.

CENTRAL
The floodplains are home to numerous rare plant species, including
Chelone obliqua (purple turtlehead), Cypripedium arietinum (ram’s head
lady’s slipper), Galearis spectabilis (showy orchis), Hybanthus concolor
(green violet), Hydrastis canadensis (goldenseal), Morus rubra (red
mulberry), Muhlenbergia richardsonis (mat muhly), Panax quinquefolius
(ginseng), and Spiranthes ovalis (lesser ladies’-tresses). Rare animals
species include Ambystoma texanum (smallmouth salamander),
Clinostomus elongatus (redside dace), Clonophis kirtlandii (Kirtland’s
snake), Emydoidea blandingii (blanding’s turtle) and Cryptotis parva
(least shrew).
SOUTHEASTERN
Most of the species in the Washtenaw County portion of this subsection are associated with lakeplain prairies, and so are few in
14
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White lady’s slipper found on hike at Park Lyndon
CREDIT: STEVE SEEGER

WESTERN
There may still be remnant oak savannas that were found on the
moraines. Rare plants include Baptisia lactea (prairie false indigo),
Cypripedium candidum (white lady’s slipper), Eupatorium sessilifolium
(upland boneset), Gentiana puberulenta (downy gentian), Muhlenbergia
richardsonis (mat muhly), Sporobolus heterolepis (prairie dropseed),
and Valeriana ciliata (edible valerian). Rare animal species include
Ammodramus henslowii (Henslow’s sparrow), Cryptotis parva (least
shrew), Dendroica discolor (prairie warbler), Oarisma poweshiek
(poweshiek skipperling), Oecanthus laricis (tamarack tree cricket),
Papaipema beeriana (blazing star borer), Setophaga cerulea (cerulean
warbler), and Sistrurus catenatus (eastern massasauga rattlesnake).

Blanding’s turtle at Brauer Preserve
number: Asclepias sullivantii (Sullivant’s milkweed), Platanthera
leucophaea (prairie white-fringed orchid), Silphium perfoliatum (cupplant), Strophostyles hevola (trailing wild bean), and Trichophorum
clintonii (Clinton’s bulrush). Rare animals include Etheostoma
spectabile (orangethroat darter), Euphyes dukesi (Duke’s skipper), Falco
peregrinus (Peregrine falcon), and Rallus elegans (king rail).

5. Water Resources

Figure 13 - Watersheds, Washtenaw County

RIVERS
Washtenaw County is home to two major rivers—the Huron River
and the River Raisin—and six watersheds. These watersheds include
the Upper Grand River, Huron River, River Raisin, Detroit River, and
Ottawa-Stony River. Figure 13 shows the locations and sizes of these
watersheds. WCPARC provides access to the Huron River from the
Burns-Stokes Preserve, Osborne Mill Preserve, and Parker Mill Park.
The Ervin-Stucki Preserve, Leonard Preserve, Riverbend Preserve, and
Sharon Mills Park access the River Raisin, and the Draper-Houston
Meadows Preserve is located on the Saline River (part of the River
Raisin watershed).
LAKES
There are more than 300 natural lakes and ponds and more than
150 artificial lakes, ponds, or reservoirs in the County. Most of these
are unnamed, but at least 93 have names. Some of the largest lakes
(greater than 250 acres) are Four Mile Lake, Barton Pond, Geddes Pond,
and Ford Lake, the last three being impoundments of the Huron River.
There are approximately 11,000 acres of water bodies. Independence
Lake and Cavanaugh Lake county parks provide access to their
namesake lakes of 192 and 197 acres, respectively.

6. Land Use

Figure 14 shows the 2015 land use of Washtenaw County. Land use data is
fundamental to recreation planning and to land preservation. Maintaining the
rural character that exists throughout much of Washtenaw County is a high
priority for County residents as indicated by the 2018 WCPARC Community
Survey (Section V). Areas under intense pressure for land use conversion and
land subdivision are especially vulnerable because land development reduces
the extent of open space and often adds visual clutter to the landscape.

7. Transportation

Unique habitats, steep slopes, rare plant and animal communities, presettlement vegetation communities, and significant cultural resources are
valuable assets to provide passive recreation, open space, or preserves to be
left in a natural state. Prime agricultural lands are worthy of preservation for
food production. Recent poor economic conditions reduced the conversion
of land from natural to developed, but with more recent economic growth
the pace of land conversion is likely to accelerate again.

The County’s primary public transit provider is the Ann Arbor Area
Transit Authority (AAATA), with service throughout the cities of
Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti, and in parts of Pittsfield, Scio, Superior,
and Ypsilanti townships. The University of Michigan and WesternWashtenaw Area Value Express (WAVE) also offer some public transit in
Ann Arbor and around Chelsea, respectively. Many WCPARC facilities
are outside of the core urban areas and thus not accessible by public

The usability of the County Park system is dependent on the County’s
transportation system. People need to be able to access parks and
preserves, which are widely distributed throughout the County.
Southeast Michigan remains highly dependent on personal vehicles,
now including Uber and Lyft style services; however, the demand and
need for other modes of transportation are increasing.
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transit, with the exceptions of County Farm Park,
Parker Mill Park, and Swift Run Dog Park. Since the
last master plan, AAATA has expanded its service
area, and now Rolling Hills Park is 1.5 miles from
a bus stop. This is still too far away to be a reliable
form of transportation, but one could complete the
trip by bike. On the west side of the county, one
could ride the WAVE to Pierce Lake Golf Course and,
conceivably, a few preserves within the Chelsea or
Dexter areas.

Figure 14 - Land Use, Washtenaw County

The Washtenaw Area Transportation Study
(WATS) is the principal agency working to
improve transportation options for the County.
A representative of WATS serves on the County’s
Greenways Advisory Committee (GAC) that is
staffed by WCPARC. WATS is working with a
number of partners (Washtenaw Biking and
Walking Coalition, Partners for Transit, Michigan
Complete Streets Coalition, etc.) to increase transit
and non-motorized transportation options. Better
transit would increase connectivity to nearby cities,
townships, and villages; reduced urban congestion;
and reduce pressure on limited parking resources.
While bicycling long distances as a consistent
transportation method is not popular, it is a common
recreational pastime. Residents will bike to other
recreational locations, though this can be limited
in colder seasons. The Border-to-Border Trail adds
a biking transportation network for some preserves
nearby: Burns-Stokes Preserve, Osborne Mill
Preserve, Miller-Smith Preserve, and Parker Mill Park.

16

2020-2024 WCPARC RECREATION MASTER PLAN

