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B. WCPARC Overview

More than forty-six years ago, in August 1973, the Washtenaw County
Parks and Recreation Commission (WCPARC) held its first meeting. The
Commission’s land base at the time consisted of five roadside parks,
and undeveloped land in Lyndon Township. One of the Commission’s
first tasks was to create a five-year parks and recreation master plan,
which was adopted the following year in 1974. Since then, WCPARC has
formally embarked on, and successfully completed, seven additional
master plans. This important process was reinitiated in the spring
of 2018 and will help guide decision making for development and
enhancement of parks and facilities from 2020-2024. This Recreation
Master Plan also helps with WCPARC’s ongoing efforts to meet its
mission and remain eligible for State of Michigan recreation grant
opportunities.
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Most Americans, across all demographics, support the role that
parks play in a community. This is no surprise, considering the welldocumented intrinsic benefits parks systems have on the quality of
life. According to the National Recreation and Park Association, 85%
of Americans seek to live where high-quality parks and recreation
amenities are offered. These amenities play a pivotal role in the social
fabric of a community, providing opportunities for people from all
walks of life to improve their health and engage with others. Parks
also foster environmental sustainability and land ethics through the
protection of open space and land stewardship. Public engagement
and education further support sustainable measures and can often
create unique recreation opportunities.
It is also undeniable that parks’ economic benefits are substantial,
especially in Michigan. Park agency expenditures in 2015 provided $2.5
billion in direct, indirect, and induced effects and provided nearly 20,000
jobs. This has a significant impact on the local economy and provides yet
another benefit parks play in residents’ daily lives.

The 2020-2024 Recreation Master Plan includes data as of January
2019. WCPARC owns or manages 2,109 acres of parkland and has
protected 5,893 acres of natural and agricultural land through the
Natural Areas Preservation Program (NAPP). WCPARC has also made
a serious commitment to expand non-motorized trails throughout
the County through its Connecting Communities initiative, and the
completion of several important segments of the planned 52-mile
Border-to-Border Trail (B2B) in Washtenaw County. WCPARC continues
to work collaboratively with other organizations and communities to
develop greenspace, trails, and preserve open land. Figure 1 shows the
locations of Washtenaw County’s parks, nature preserves, conservation
easements, and the Border-to-Border Trail.

Mission:
Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission
enriches the quality of life for residents and visitors by
providing an exceptional park system, preserving the
County’s cultural and ecological resources and offering
diverse recreation opportunities that reflect the needs
and well-being of the community.
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Figure 1 - Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission Facilities
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2020-2024 WCPARC RECREATION MASTER PLAN

