YPSILANTI YOUTH
CREATING CHANGE (Y2C2):
A report on the 2018 Data Dialogues

Youth Members of Y2C2
Current Leadership Team:
Zeaira Chestang, Naj Graham,
Sakinah Rahman, Zakiyyah Rahman
with support from Morghan Williams, Scott Phillips,
Change Kwesele, and Katie Richards-Schuster

Y2C2
is a collaboration between the Corner Health Center’s
Youth Leadership Council (YLC) and Ozone
House’s Peer Outreach Workers (POWs).

2015
We began
evaluating health and
safety concerns of young
people ages 12-25 in
Ypsilanti through focus
groups and surveys.

2016
In 2016-17, we conducted another
survey to further understand
issues, especially around access.
The major themes of our project,
include: community safety, schools,
law enforcement, access to healthy
food, parks and infrastructure, and
opportunities for youth.

2018
Ypsi Speak UP:
Data Dialogues
In 2018, we decided to go
more in-depth in our work
to better understand the
experiences of young
people. We wanted to
engage young people in a
more exciting and creative
way to engage youth voice.

A data dialogue is
the idea of giving a
free space for young
people to express
themselves and talk
about their
experiences in a
youth-friendly
environment.

Our Main Question:

What does Youth Access
in Ypsilanti look like?
Key Topics for the Dialogue:

⊗

Access to resources

⊗

Opportunities for youth voice

⊗

Understanding about safety

⊗

Developing Solutions

A dialogue is important because we
believe young people’s ideas, opinions,
experiences, attitudes, knowledge,
and actions are valid and should help
shape policy and create change.

Dialogue Activities
1

2

3

4

1. Sticky
Notes:

2. Agree,
Disagree,
IDK

3. Focus
Group

4. Mural:

Youth write
ideas about
issues.

Youth vote
with their
feet how
they feel.

You talk
about their
ideas with
others

Youth draw
their ideas
for the
community

Y2C2 met to develop
questions, create dialogue
activities, and practice
facilitating them. In the end
we created 4 activities for the
event.

IDK ACTIVITY

STICKY NOTE ACTIVITY
MURAL ACTIVITY

FOCUS GROUPS

Sample Findings
Do you feel safe in your
neighborhood?
⊗ Some neighborhoods are better
than others
⊗ Violence makes them unsafe
⊗ People in neighborhoods
make feel safe or unsafe

“They (leaders) say
they want to cater
to us but not
people with
melanin””

”Don’t talk at me,
talk with me.”
-

“I do not feel
safe because
of shootings”

“Yes I’ve been
blessed to have
good friends that
try to influence
me in a good way
so I try to pay it
forward in my
community”

Who isn’t listening to
youth?
⊗ Peers
⊗ Government
⊗ Some Parents
⊗ Administrationincluding police &
schools

Do you have an accessible and
safe bus stop near your home?
⊗ Roughly 2/3 agreed
⊗ Roughly 1/3 disagreed or
“I don’t know”

“I have access to a
bus stop, but it’s not
safe”

“There are bus stops
but it’s not safe to
walk to it”

What does opportunity
for youth mean?

“Opportunity in the
community is a
chance for us to
speak out in the
community”

(There should
be) “Diversity
in opportunity,
so you don’t
just think
sports are the
only way out”

Youth Generated Solutions
(1) Make Information about Mental Health
and Health Resources More Accessible
Put info where you know we will see, not in shadows
Make lesson plans in schools to inform youth about mental health issues
and where to seek help if needed

(2) Create More Opportunities for Youth
Voice
More opportunities for us to be actually heard!
More programs reaching out to youth especially youth of color to discuss
issues
Make a safe place for people to speak out about how they really feel about
things without being judged.

(3) Creating Safer Parks/Places to Play
Build more indoor facilities, like a Ypsi Youth Rec Center
Open up school gyms to the youth
More activities at parks that gain money and create opportunity for
innovation.

(4) Making Youth- Police Relationships
Better
Ask first, assume never
Violence NEVER the answer!
Interact more with community as simple as hooping with them

EVALUATION
Data Dialogues
Participants:
100% rated it as “I liked it” or
“ I really liked it”
• “There are not many
chances on a day-to-day
for youth to express their
mind to a group that is
willing to listen. This
satisfied that need.”
• “It helped me recognize
the resources I have
around me and helped
me become more thankful
about my life.”

Y2C2 Members:
Felt it was an overwhelming
success
• “Just seeing how many
young people came out
and shared their ideas.
We’re not alone and we’re
going through similar
things.”
• (We learned) “That youth
really have a voice and
they wanted to share it.
They have valuable things
to say.”

Sharing Work & NEXT STEPS
In November, members of
Y2C2 presented on the
Data Dialogues work at the
American Evaluation
Association’s national
conference in Cleveland
OH.

Next Steps:
(1) Planning and Facilitating a
Series of Data Dialogues in 20192020
(2) Developing a Youth Leadership
Toolkit
– To share the process and
activities and train other youth
to use data dialogue
approaches

