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Community Partnerships
Taking Action for Health Equity
West Willow

West Willow is the largest neighborhood in Ypsilanti Township with over 3,000 residents. At the eastern
edge of Washtenaw county, you know you’re in the Willow when you see the welcome signs (pictured
above) at the neighborhood’s entrances along Dorset Ave. and Tyler Rd. There is a strong sense of pride
in West Willow and a close connection for many to the nearby Willow Run Airport and former Bomber
Plant, which transitioned from producing B-24 bombers during World War II to building automotive parts
for General Motors up until the late 2000s. Over the years, longtime West Willow residents have seen
lots of changes and watched the neighborhood grow to become the vibrant, active, diverse community
that it is today.
One of the strongest assets in West Willow is the New West Willow Neighborhood Association (NWWNA);
an all-volunteer non-profit organization that supports and advocates for West Willow residents by
connecting neighbors, sharing information, promoting volunteerism, and fostering civic involvement. The
NWWNA’s Community Resource Center (CRC) is a hub for many well-known programs and activities,
such as the Summer Playground Program, Annual West Willow Picnic, and monthly neighborhood
association meetings open to all residents. Through NWWNA, community members have started new
initiatives to improve health, safety, and quality of life, and have built strong partnerships with schools,
government, and non-profits committed to supporting community-led change.

Real Talk about the Health of West Willow
Real Talk About the Health of
West Willow
In 2016, NWWNA and the Washtenaw County Health
Department formed a partnership to strengthen
engagement with West Willow residents about barriers
and opportunities to health. Both NWWNA and the Health
Department wanted to provide a platform for residents to
be heard and support them in taking action to address
issues. Over the next two years, residents shared
thoughts about safety, housing, transportation, and
social connection, and other health-related topics at two
community conversations. Organizational partners also
provided mini-grant funding to support community-driven
projects in the neighborhood.
The first community conversation brought lively
discussions about a desire for more youth-centered
programs and activities, and continued support for
projects to improve housing and neighborhood
conditions. Community leaders then used mini-grant
funds in partnership with residents and Habitat for
Humanity (H4H) to make exterior home improvements
around the neighborhood. Over 30 volunteers came out
and completed work on four homes in the community.
The second community conversation, ‘Real Talk about
the Health of West Willow,’ was focused as much on
celebrating community strengths as talking about actionoriented ideas. Residents shared what they love about
West Willow like its strong history of community
organizing, active and caring residents who look out for
each other, and the presence of new programs
supporting healthy food access at NWWNA and local
churches. The world-café style conversation also included
visioning and action stations where residents shared
inspiring ideas for engaging youth, strengthening social
cohesion, and getting involved in neighborhood advocacy.
A summary from the April community conversation is
available at
www.washtenaw.org/CommunityEngagement

Youth Engagement & the West Willow Youth Council
One clear theme from the community conversations was the need for stronger supports for
youth in West Willow. In response to this feedback, NWWNA and community leaders
organized two youth wellness events in the summer of 2018. The second event was
designed to recruit young neighborhood residents for a new West Willow Youth Council; an
idea originally developed by community leader and NWWNA Board President Jo Ann
McCollum and re-ignited with support from youth advocate DaQuann Harrison
and the Washtenaw Intermediate School District.
The Council currently has around 10 youth who regularly participate in meetings where they
brainstorm ideas and get creative about ways to involve youth in neighborhood activities.
Parents are an important component to the Council; at least three parents attend each
meeting. West Willow residents also volunteer to support the Council and help coordinate
meeting.

Youth enjoying a round of health
bingo and outdoor eats at the
NWWNA youth wellness day.

"Washtenaw
County Health
Department got a
lot of bang for their
buck in the form of
invaluable ideas
and a PLAN FOR
ACTION by
committed
residents who are
tired of just talk
and feel compelled
to seriously
address their
concerns."
Alex Thomas,
West Willow
resident and
Community
Advocate
West Willow residents, NWWNA volunteers, and partners from Habitat for Humanity and Washtenaw County working
on the West Willow Community Garden for Ypsilanti Proud Day 2018.

What's up in the Willow?
A whole lot! In 2019, West Willow
residents and community partners are
planning new initiatives related to youth
engagement, community development,
access to healthy food, and more. If you
live in the neighborhood and want to get
involved, please email Jo Ann at:
joannmccllm@aol.com. You can learn
more about NWWNA and current
happenings by attending monthly
meetings on the third Monday of every
month from 7:00-8:30pm at the CRC
(2057 Tyler Rd. Ypsilanti MI, 48198), and
by linking up with NWWNA on Facebook.
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