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Community Partnerships
Taking Action for Health Equity
The MacArthur Boulevard Neighborhood
& Sycamore Meadows

Community leaders Marcy Schwab (2nd from left) and Sentra Brownlee (right) with organizational allies of the Sycamore Meadows Tenant Association.

The MacArthur Boulevard neighborhood is home to Sycamore Meadows, a 262-unit apartment
complex in Superior Township, north of Ypsilanti city and township. This privately owned lowincome community is home to many families with young children. The complex is close to two
neighborhood parks, including Community Park, which hosts events such as the annual Ballin’ on
the Boulevard sponsored by the Washtenaw County Sheriff’s Office, and Fireman’s Park, which
has close access to a popular branch of the Ypsilanti District Library.
Around the neighborhood, it’s not hard to find examples of people working together, supporting
each other, and bringing positive change to the community. At Sycamore Meadows, residents
Marcy Schwab and Sentra Brownlee’s SMILE (Sentra & Marcy Introducing Literacy Enrichment)
reading program is one of many community strengths. SMILE brings together children at
Sycamore Meadows for some fun reading time before sending each child home with a book.
Sentra and Marcy also received awards that helped them purchase two little free libraries where
neighbors will be able to exchange books with each other any time.

Health Assessment Activity
In August 2017, the Washtenaw County Health Department (WCHD) teamed up with Alisha Spencer, a
Trusted Advisor Parent Leader with Success by 6 Great Start Collaborative and resident of the
MacArthur Blvd neighborhood, to hold a focus group with families who live in the area. Seven mothers
with young children attended and shared powerful stories about their experiences living in the
neighborhood, the supports they have and the challenges they face trying to keep themselves and their
families healthy. Participants talked about many important issues related to housing conditions,
neighborhood safety and crime, discrimination, hunger, and the need for better access to services.

Participants came back together to review a summary of the focus
group notes and share additional thoughts about the most pressing
issues in the neighborhood. During this meeting, it was clear that
addressing the quality of housing at Sycamore Meadows was a top
priority. In response to this feedback, several organizations, including
Success by 6, WCHD, Washtenaw County's Office of Community and
Economic Development, Washtenaw Housing Alliance, Legal Services
of South Central Michigan, and others joined with residents to better
understand how they could advocate together for improving living
conditions in the community.
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In the months that followed, community leaders, members, and
organizational partners continued to strategize and gather more
information. They learned that Superior Township’s rental inspection
team found that 95% of the units at Sycamore Meadows failed
inspection. This further highlighted the need and helped spark a new
community organizing effort.
Quotes from Maternal Child Health Focus Group,
MacArthur Blvd Neighborhood, August 2017

Improving the
living conditions
of our
community
through
teamwork and
communication
with our
neighbors

Sycamore Meadows Tenant Association

In May 2018, residents formed the Sycamore Meadows Tenant Association with the goal of
“improving the living conditions of our community through teamwork and communication with
our neighbors.” Tenants meet every other week to voice concerns about housing conditions,
safety, and other things affecting people's quality of life. Meetings are centered on tenants’
experiences and, in partnership with the allies, developing strategies to advocate for change.

As a result of working together, some changes have been made. Both Superior Township and the
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development have taken action to ensure the property
owner is complying with important housing regulations. The owner of Sycamore Meadows has
hired a new property manager and residents are reporting that maintenance is making noticeable
improvements to some of the units and buildings. The Sycamore Meadows community room has
hosted new successful food distributions in collaboration with Food Gatherers, and Superior
Township has recently made improvements to nearby parks. Community members are continuing
to organize and build on their successes to make sure the property owner and staff are responsive
to their calls for action.

Community Fun Day
In August, MacArthur residents worked with WCHD
to hold a summer Fun Day at Fireman's park to
strengthen connections between neighbors. The
event included food, resource tables, and plenty of
fun and games for the kids (and adults too!). Over
100 neighbors came out to enjoy the day. A
community organizer shared information about
SMTA and signed up 13 new tenants to their
contact list. Eight partner organizations also
attended and provided resources about locally
available services.
In December, SMTA organized a holiday party to
celebrate the accomplishments over the past year.
The party was attended by over 40 families, and
included resources provided by Allies, presents for
the children and small gift bags for parents. SMTA
organizers continued to spread the word and
signed up 15 new people.

Future Plans
The partnership highlighted in this document represents the beginning of a longer journey
towards ensuring all in the MacArthur Boulevard neighborhood have the opportunities needed
to be healthy. Partners will continue to focus on the areas listed below for the immediate
future. If you would like to get involved, please email Lily Guzman at guzmanl@washtenaw.org.

Housing
Conditions
Access to
Services

Hunger
Safe Places
to Play
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