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1. Name of Property
historic name
other names/site number

Friend-Hack House
Hack House

2. Location
street & number
cit , town
state Michigan

775 Count Street
Milan
code
MI
county

Washtenaw

3. Classification
Ownership of Property
[X] private
D public-local
D public-State
D public-Federal

Category of Property

Number of Resources within Property

[KJ building(s)

Contributing

5

0district
Dsite
D structure
Oobject

5

Noncontributing
0 buildings
_ _ _ sites
_ _ _ structures

---=-- objects

0 Total
Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register ----'0"------

Name of related multiple property listing:

NA
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this

~nomination D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
Natio al Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
I
opi on , the pro erty
does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

~-!-?/
Preservation Officer
In my opinion , the property D

meets D

does not meet the National Register criteria. D See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I,

h~Heby ,

certify that this property is:

u\fentered in the National Register.

r---'[J See continuation sheet.
D
D

D
D

determined eligible for the National
Register . D See continuation sheet.
determined not eligible for the
National Register.
removed from the National Register.
other, (explain:) _ _ __ _ _ __

~""'""'of

tha Kaapa•

Date of Action

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/single dwelling

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Recreation and culture/museum

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Materials (enter categories from instructions)
foundation _ ___,B,_,_r_,i'"""c,_,_k,__ _----,-_ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Stick/Eastlake

walls _ _ _......,W=o=od,./'-"w....,e'""'a'-"'t!.!.he"""r._.b"""o'""'a'-'-r=d_ _ _ __
roof
other

As ph a 1t
N/ A

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

[]] See continuation sheet
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Standing at the east edge of the village of Milan on the street which forms the
Washtenaw-Monroe County line, the Friend or Hack House is a rambling, two-story,
gable-roof building with an L-shaped front section and one-story side and rear ells. This
clapboarded, Eastlake dwelling has kingpost gable ornaments and diagonal boarding in
the gables and extensive, arcade-iike verandahs. The grounds also contain a gable-roof
wash house/ summer kitchen, small clapboarded outhouse, a carriage house/stable, and
chicken coop.
The Friend-Hack House is located on the north side of County Road at the east end
of the village of Milan. This part of Milan is now separated from the main part of the
village by the US-23 expressway. The house stands on a several-acre site and faces south
on the street.
A rambling, wood-frame building standing on a brick foundation, the house has an Lshaped, two-story, front section and one-story ells to the north (rear) and west. The
white-painted exterior is clapboarded up to the top of the second story, while the front
and side gables are finished in a pattern of diagonal tongue-and-groove boarding, with
the boarding on each side of a vertical-board center divider laid at right angles to the
roof slope on that side. The front and side gables each have simple molded bargeboards
supported at their lower ends by brackets cut from slabs of wood and connected at their
halfway points by a horizontal crosspiece. In each gable, a kingpost stick extends down
from the gable apex to the crosspiece, subdividing the semicircular space between the
bottom of the bargeboards and the top of the crosspiece into two quarter-circles. The
arcade-like front and side porches all have identical, mildly oriental detailing.
The main floor of the L-shaped front section of the house contains a large parlor and
bedroom. The parlor is entered both from the verandah located in the angle between
the parlor and bedroom, on the east, and from another verandah which fronts the room's
west side and extends around the south front of the western ell containing the living
room. The living room, a long and fairly narrow space, is entered form the verandah and
from the parlor. To its east, partly behind the parlor and partly behind the front
bedroom, is a small sitting rooin and, adjoining the parlor wall, the front staircase to the
second floor. Behind the sitting room in the rear ell is the dining room and, behind it,
the kitchen. A long verandah fronts this entire east side of the ell. In the west half of
the rear ell are a sitting room and bath. The house's second story contains two
bedrooms in the front of the house and two other chambers -- all entered from a central
hallway -- and, in the rear ell, a large dormitory room with its own staircase to the
kitchen and dining room downstairs.
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The house's finish in the first-floor's "public" rooms is elaborate. The exterior doors
to the parlor and living room from the west verandah each have etched glass lights -- a
large central one of frosted glass and two small panels of red-tinted glass at the top.
Both the parlor and large rear sitting room have marbleized slate mantelpieces. In the
living room the wainscotting of narrow tongue-and-groove boarding is divided horizontally
by a chair-rail like molding. Below the divider the boarding is vertical, while above it is
laid in diagonal fashion. The "panels" of tongue-and-groove boarding, like the panels in
the doors and the corner blocks of the door trim are of light, yellow wood, while the
remaining wood trim has a dark stain. A double door separates the living room from the
sitting room to the east. The dining room has a grained-finish, built-in, floor-to-ceiling
cupboard, part of which opens through into the adjacent kitchen. On the dining room
side the doors are finished in diagonal, tongue-and-groove board panelling. The
cupboard is painted white on the kitchen side.
The most unusual feature of the interior is free-hand decorative painting on the
ceiling and upper walls of the smaller sitting room. A foot high freize extending about
the room below the ceiling depicts vines, trees, and birds against a greenish background,
with brown upper and lower borders. The ceiling has a decorative border of vines about
one foot from the wall on all sides and, at each corner, a flowering plant set in a pot. In
the center of the ceiling is painted a circular garland of flowering plants. All this work
has a naive quality.
A one-story summer kitchen, its street-facing gable treated with the same detailing
found on the house's, stands a few feet to the north of the rear wing's east-side verandah.
A few feet farther back and behind the house is a square-plan, clapboarded outhouse
having a cross-gable roof. A three-holer with sash windows and lace curtains and built
on a cement foundation, it was connected by a pipe to a second-floor water tank in the
house and could be flushed by opening a valve to allow water from the tank to flow
through the privy's base and out into a drainage syatem. The grounds also contain two
red-painted, vertical-board buildings, a two-story carriage house/stable with its gable end
to the street, and a long and narrow, gable-roof chicken house.
The Friend-Hack House now serves as the headquarters of the Milan Area Historical
Society.

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
nationally
statewide
[X] locally

0

0

Applicable National Register Criteria

[;] A

[K] B

~C

0

D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions)

0

0

0

0

D

A

B

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Art
&ooOCoc~tKK Invention

C

0

E

0

0

F

Period of Significance

Olive fi. Friend

Significant Dates

N/A
N/A
N/A

1887-1888
1887-1888
1887-1889
Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person

G

Architect/Builder

NA

Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

[X] See continuation

sheet

9. MaJor Bibliographical References

[]] See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS): None
preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings
SuNey# ________________________________

0

Primary location of additional data:
historic preseNation office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
Oother
Specify repository:

lXXI State

D

D
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0

0

0
0
0

recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #______________________________
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Verbal Boundary Description

[]See continuation sheet
Boundary Justification

[]]See continuation sheet
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The Friend-Hack House is Milan's best example of Eastlake design and is all the
more notable for its naive, free-hand painted wall and ceiling decorations. The house
was originally the home of Mrs. Olive E. Friend, an important figure in the short-lived
career of the Electric Sugar Refining Company. The company, organized in 1884 to
capitalize on the alleged invention by Mrs. Friend's husband, Henry C. Friend, of a new
means of refining raw sugar by electricity, collapsed in January, 1889, when the process
was determined to be a fraud. The house was built for Mrs. Friend probably shortly
after her husband's death.
Constructed in 1887 or 1888, the Friend-Hack House is Milan's most fully developed
example of Eastlake design, with the verandahs and gables, front door, and, inside, dining
room cupboard front being notable examples of the style. The house's designer is not
known, but was probably some talented builder rather than a professional architect. The
verandah and gable detailing (but not the house form or plan) so closely resembles those
of a house plan by Worcester, Massachusetts architect W. B. Nourse published in the
January, 1887 Carpentry and Building that it seems likely this design was the source for
them. The house is an illustration of pattern-book architecture, entire buildings or their
details patterned after designs published in plan books or architects' or builders' journals.
The relatively small number of professional architects and the rapid growth in the
number of inexpensive plan books and periodicals containing building plans and details
being published in the post Civil War years of the nineteenth century made pattern-book
building a common practice.
The house is also notable for containing free-hand painted upper wall and ceiling
decoration in its smaller sitting room that is naive and unlike any other thus far identified
Michigan examples dating from the nineteenth century. Almost no study of nineteenthcentury painted wall and ceiling decoration in Michigan has as yet taken place. Two
Michigan houses containing examples of stencilled wall and ceiling decorations similar to
those of early nineteenth-century New England have been identified in recent years.
They are the 1837 Andrews-Leggett House in Commerce, Oakland County, and the pre1845 Solomon Wolcott House in Spring Arbor Township, Jackson County. Examples of
more high style painted decoration dating from the 1860s to the 1890s include those in
the Honolulu House in Marshall (dating from the early 1860s and 1885) and the Eaton
County Courthouse, Charlotte (1885).
In the Friend-Hack House the painted decoration is naive in concept and execution,
combining mural work with ornament that is highly reminiscent of stencilled work, though
done free-hand. The painted work decorates a frieze just below the ceiling and the
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margins and center of the ceiling. The frieze has an olive green background with brown
upper and lower borders and contains depictions of vines with different types of birds.
The frieze on one wall depicts a natural scene with shrubs and large trees. An
undulating vine pattern set out from the wall a short distance forms the border for the
ceiling. Each corner displays a two-handled urn containing a floral arrangement with its
base in the angle formed by the vine border and its floral crown pointing toward the
room's center. The room also has a circular-form, painted centerpiece displaying vines
and flowers. The creator of this work is not known. It is believed locally that the work
was done by an itinerant workman. No other examples of this type of work dating from
the late nineteenth century have thus far been located in the Milan area or the state of
Michigan as a whole.
The house was built in 1887 or 1888 for Olive E. Friend, the widow of Henry C.
Friend (the name was frequently spelled Freund). Friend, described in contemporary
newspaper accounts as a professor and German chemist, in the early 1880s (one source
says 1882) announced the discovery of a method of refining raw sugar by electricity. He
claimed this method represented a substantial saving in the cost of refining sugar and
that it would produce a finer grade of sugar than any other method. He conducted
demonstrations which convinced a number of sugar brokers and dealers and other
investors of the truth of his claims.
In July, 1884, the Electric Sugar Refining Company was organized in New York. It
was capitalized at $1,000,000 with 10,000 shares of stock. Friend, as the inventor of the
process, was originally given 6000 shares and the remaining 4000 went to the promoters,
the company's first president, R.N. Woodworth, and W. H. Cotterill,Jr., then vicepresident, to sell to provide funds for the undertaking. Friend later turned back 750
more shares to the two. Over 3000 shares were sold to Europeans. A contract between
the company and Henry and Olive Friend was drawn on July 9, 1884 and executed on
November 20, 1884. By its terms the Friends agreed to produce refined sugar by their
secret process. They received from the company ten payments totalling $100,000 by Nov.
17, 1884.
Henry C. Friend died suddenly after a brief illness on March 6, 1888. Olive E.
Friend soon moved to Milan, the home of her mother and other relatives. She had
purchased the land on which the house was later built on May 18, 1887. Her father-inlaw, William E. Howard, remained in New York to manage operations. The Electric
Sugar Refining Company had obtained a large former flour mill in Brooklyn and Mr.
Friend had been in charge of obtaining the machinery and setting up the operation.
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The process of refining raw sugar into refined sugar by electricity was exposed as a
fraud in January, 1889. Contemporary newspaper accounts reported that the company
had agreed with Mrs. Friend that, when the company was ready to go into production,
Mrs. Friend would sell them a full written description of the secret process for $75,000.
In early January, 1889, when negotiations with Mrs. Friend for delivery of the secret
process broke down, the company president, William H. Cotterill, and several other
company officers for the first time entered the locked and secret rooms containing the
machinery. They discovered that the very high quality refined sugar that was being
displayed as the product of the plant came not from raw sugar but from a chemical
manipulati.on or processing of sugar that had already been refined. Cotterill said that the
deception consisted in "manipulating refined sugar instead of refining sugar by a new
process." He said the company had given the Friends $180,000 to use for fitting up the
factory, but that very little had actually been spent and that the Friends had probably
pocketted the rest.
Olive E. Friend, described in one newspaper story as "a large woman, weighing over
300 pounds," and being "comely of feature, with brown hair and blue eyes" at the age of
thirty-six, denied that the company had been defrauded. She responded to the Electric
Sugar Refining Company's accusations that their contract did not specify that they refine
raw cane sugar, but only cane sugar. President Cotterill agreed that the refined sugar
produced "is finer than that produced by any known process, and will sell better than
ordinary refined sugar if it could be made from raw sugar." It was reported by persons
alleged to have seen the actual contract that under the contract the company and its
stockholders forfeited all rights to the secret process in the event they attempted to
obtain knowledge of it by any means.
In the wake of the revelation of fraud in the basic process upon which the firm had
been established to capitalize, the Electric Sugar Refining Company collapsed.
According to Beakes' Past and Present of Washtenaw County, legal action was taken
against Mrs. Friend, her father-in-law, William E. Howard, and two other relatives living
in Milan. Howard was convicted and sentenced to a ten-year term at the New York
state prison at Sing Sing. Olive Friend was held at the Tombs, the New York City
prison, for several months awaiting her trial, which began on May 13, 1889, but no
charges were ever proven.
On October 3, 1895 Olive Friend sold the house to William H. Hack, a son of early
settler Bethuel Hack, and his wife, Mary. Mary Hack was a sister of Olive's mother.
One of their sons, James B. Hack, married Daisy Cooper on November 24, 1903. James
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B. and Daisy Cooper Hack lived here until January, 1973. The house is currently the

home of the Milan Area Historical Society.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
A certain parcel of land comprising a part of the east half of the southwest quarter of
Section 36, Town 4 South, Range 6 East, more particularly bounded and described as
follows: Commencing at the southwesterly corner of the said east half of the southwest
quarter of Section 36; thence north 90 degrees 00' 00" east, along the southerly line of
the said Section 36 (centerline of Milan Oakville Road, also known as County Line
Road), a distance of 120.00 feet to the point of beginning; thence north 00 degrees 00'
37" west, along a line drawn parallel to the westerly line of the said east half of the
southwest quarter of Section 36, a distance of 230.00 feet; thence north 90 degrees 00'
00" east, along a line drawn parallel to the said southerly line of Section 36 (centerline of
Milan Oakville Road, also known as County Line Road), a distance of 240.00 feet;
thence south 00 degrees 00' 37" east, along a line drawn parallel to the westerly line of
the said east half of the southwest quarter of Section 36, a distance of 230.00 feet, more
or less, to a point on the said southerly line of Section 36 (centerline of Milan Oakville
Road, also known as County Line Road); thence north 90 degrees 00' 00" west, along the
said southerly line of Section 36 (centerline of Milan Oakville Road, also known as
County Line Road), a distance of 240.00 feet, more or less; to a point of beginning;
containing 1.267 acres of land, more or less; subject to legal highways and also subject to
all legal easements and restrictions of record.
JUSTIFICATION
This is the entire lot now associated with the house, containing the house and all
buildings described in the nomination.
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PHOTOGRAPH LIST
Photographer: William Rutter ·
Date: September, 1990
Negatives: Bureau of History, Lansing, MI

1. Exterior from the south-southwest.

2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Exterior from the southeast. Summer kitchen and chicken house at right.
Exterior from the north. Outhouse in center, summer kitchen at left.
Front sitting room view from northwest.
Dining room detail showing pass-through cupboard from south.
Rear sitting room fireplace from southwest.
Front sitting room view showing painted decoration.
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Ms. Carol D. Shull, Chief of Registration
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
U.S. Dept. of the Interior
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127
Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed are National Register of Historic Places nomination materials for the Friend-Hack
House in Milan, Michigan. I certify that the intent-to-nominate notification requirements
have been fulfilled. This property is being submitted for listing in the National Register. No
notarized statements of objection or written comments concerning this nomination were
submitted to us prior to the submission of this nomination to you.
Please direct all questions concerning this nomination to Robert 0. Christensen, National
Register Coordinator (517) 335-2719.

e Historic Preservation Officer
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