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1. Name
Parker Mi 11 Comp 1ex

historic

s arne

and/or common

2. Location
street & number
city, town

Geddes Rea8

Ann Arbor

I

-fQwns

Michigan

state

of Dixboro

ii&*

1/'"U.. ,

JYA vicinity of
26

code

1YA not for publication

Road ~

congressional district

2

Washtenaw

county

code

161

3. Classification
Ownership
_public
___x_ private
_both
Public Acquisition
_
in process
___lL being considered

Category
_district
___x_ building(s)
_structure
_
site
_object

Status
_ Xoccupied
___x_ unoccupied
_
work in progress
Accessible
_1L yes: restricted
_
yes: unrestricted
_no

Present Use
_
agriculture
_
commercial
_
educational
_
entertainment
_
government
_
industrial
_
military

_museum
_park
_____)(_ private residence
_religious
_
scientific
_
transportation
_other:

4. Owner of Property
Frederick Matthaei, Jr.

name

street & number
city, town

1100 N. Woodward Avenue

Birmingham

state

W/A vicinity of

Michigan

5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. ~~ashtenaw
street & number
city, town

County Register of Deeds

County Building, East Huron Street

Ann Arbor

state

Michigan

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title

Michigan State Survey Data

date

1980

_ federal

depository for survey records
city, town

has this property been determined elegible?

Lansing

~ state _

_yes
county

Michigan Hi story Division
state

Michigan

~ no
local

7. Description
Condition

-.-X excellent

_lL deteriorated

..!.- ruins
_

Check one
_
unaltered
__1L altered

Check one
_x_ original site
_
moved
date _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Parker Mill Complex consists of the Parker grist and cider mills, a nearby
log house connected historically with the mills, and the Parker house and its
barns and outbuildings. These structures are all located along a severalhundred-foot long section of Geddes Road -- a narrow, paved road -- where it
crosses Fleming Creek, a small but swift-running stream flowing southward
toward the Huron River. Though located near an expressway, the complex•s
setting is still predominantly rural and consists of rolling fields and brush•
and woodlands. The central elemenbof the complex are the grist and cider
mills, which are situated south of Geddes Road a short distance inland from
the creek•s west bank. The mill buildings are set into a steep slope rising
from the creek•s floodplain, so that there are entrances at grade to all floors
from various sides. The Parker grist mill was constructed in 1873 (a date
stone incorporated into the foundation bears that date). Modest in size
but of three stories, it consists of a one-story, gable-roof upper section
c1ad in board-and-batten siding above a two-story, fieldstone foundation.
Although the mill ceased operation in 1959, the structure remains in good
condition and has suffered no significant alterations. The turbine, shafts,
millstones, chutes, ductwork, fanning machine, bolting chest, and other
auxiliary equipment remain intact. A few yards south of the grist mill stands
the cider mill. Built in 1887, this two-story structure has a vertical-boarded
upper section and handsome, coursed-ashlar foundation. Milling operations
in this building were powered by the shaft connected to the turbine in the
grist mill. A mill pond located to the north of Geddes Road provided the head
for milling opera~ions. A millrace ran from the pond southward through the
grist mi 11• s bas'errient ·and then· southleastwar'd back to ' the 'creek. Today the
dam is in ruins, the pond has been drained down to a swamp, and the millrace
has been partly filled.
'
A diminutive, flahk-~able 16g house standing on the north side of the road
a short distance west of the mills was built in 1878. It suffers from
neg 1ect ·and' vanda 1ism, but is not beyond repair.
·· i' ·
Several hundred feet farther west near the crest of the hill on the south
side of the road stands the Parker house. Constructed in 1885 with walls
of coursed ashlar, this notable, two-story Italianate dwelling has a
symmetrical, three-bay-wide facade and hip roof. Tw~ or three small
sheds stand to the east of the house and, a short distance beyond, are the
coursed-ashlar foundation walls of a larger barn which has burned. Another
barn, a small structure clad in vertical boarding, stands nearby on the north
side of the road in deteriorated condition.
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Sununary Statement for Parker· Mill Complex

The Parker Mill Complex consists of the Parker grist and cider
mills, built in 1873 and 1887 respectively; a nearby, 1878, log
house connected historically with the mills; the Parker House,
an Italianate, stone structure constructed in 1885; and related
barns, outbuildings, and remains. All are located along Geddes
Road where it crosses Fleming Creek in a predominantly rural
area a short distance to the east of Ann Arbor.

8. Significance
Period
_
prehistoric
_
140Q-1499
_
150G-1599
_
160G-1699
_
170G-1799
_x_ 180G-1899
_
190o-

Specific dates

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below
_
archeology-prehistoric _
community planning
_
archeology-historic
_
conservation
_
agriculture
_
economics
_x_ architecture
_
education
_
art
_
engineering
_
commerce
_
exploration/settlement
_
communications
-X- industry
_
invention

1824-1959

Builder/Architect

_
landscape architecture _
religion
_
law
_science
_
literature
_
sculpture
_military
_
social/
_
music
humanitarian
_
philosophy
_theater
_
politics/government
_
transportation
_
other (specify)

Unk nown

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Parker Mill Complex, consisting of a largely intact grist mill (1873) and
cider mill (1887), a log millworker's house built in 1878, the 1885 Parker
House and various barns and shed~is a well preserved e~ample of the smallscale, family-run, combination farm-and-grist-mill operations which were once
ubiquitous in the Michigan landscape, but are now virtually nonexistent. '
William Parker's grist mill is historically significant not only for its
continuous .service down to 1959, but also because it occupies the site of what
is thought to have been the first sawmill in Washtenaw County and perhaps in
all of the "inland" area of Michigan. The Parker House is notable in the local
context as a handsome, cubical Italianate structure of coursed-ashlar construction.
The Parker Mill Complex stands on land purchased in 1824 by Robert Fleming.
Parker's grist mill stands on the site of a sawmill Fleming constructed in
the summer and fall of that year, only a year after the first settlement of
Washtenaw County. The evidence suggests that Fleming's sawmill was in use for
the next twenty years, but then fell into disuse or was destroyed. In 1863
William Parker, then a rec~nt arriv~l from England, purchased t~e ~ilJ
property and adjacent f arm. He began con-struct .;on- of h·i·s new 'grist milT in
1873, utilizing, it is thought, parts of the old saym~il.l . founda;tions; , th.e mill
was in operation by 1875.
·
·
In 1887 the nearby .cider mill was constructed . The ·g rist mi ·ll probably originally
was powered by a wooden "tub" wheel, but this was later replaced by a metal
turbine. In a manner typical of the many small milling operations whi ch,:p.nce
existed in the area, the grist mill's main shaft powered not only all the
machinery associated with feed grinding, but also a lathe and later a press
for vinegar production in the adjacent 1887 building. At first the mill
primarily ground livestock feed and flour for the Parkers and neighboring
farmers. Gradually its market changed, however, as the Parkers began to
produce flour and vinegar for Ann Arbor groceries. In the twentieth century
the mill became well known locally for its pancake mix, as well as whole wheat
and buckwheat flour. The two mills remained in operation until the death of
George Parker, William Parker's son, in 1959.
1

The Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission is hoping to purchase the
Parker mills and put them back into operation as an educational resource.

' \
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1 0. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property _ _ _ _
1_1_ _-----,.;::--Quadrangle name
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Quadrangle scale
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The boundary begins at the SE corner of Di xboro
and Geddes rds. It runs S along the E side of Dixboro Rd. about 350 ft. to the S line
of the said Matthaei's property abutting Dixboro Rd.; thence E along said S line about
250ft. to the point where said Matthaei's Wline again turns S; thence E (continued)

Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries
state

code

county

code

state

code

county

code

11. Form Prepared By
See continuation sheet

name/title
organization

date

street & number

telephone

city or town .

state

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:
_

national

_

state

_lL local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recr ation Service.
State Historic Preservation Officer signature
title

Director, Michigan History Division

For HCRS use only
I hereby certify that thi.JS property Is Included In the National Register

4-J-

Attest:

)

date

f -1-1/2.-

date

Chief of Registration
GPO 938 835
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Robert, and McClure, James.
Apri 1, 1977

r~ueting,

Rueter, Ann Wilson.
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"A Preservation Study of the Parker Mill,"

Parker Mill National Register nomination draft, August, 1980.

Shapiro, Sandra. "A History of the Parker Mill and Its Envisions" June, 1980,
on file at the Washtenaw County Parks and Recreation Commission.
Stevens, Wystan.

Parker Mill National Register nomination draft, April, 1974.

"Mill Still Grinds After 51 Year•s Service," in Ann Arbor Times News, August ll,
1926.
10.

Continued

in the same course to the E bank of Fleming Creek; thence NW along the E bank of Fleming
Creek to theN side of Geddes Rd.; thence generally NW in a straight line perpendicular
to the course of Geddes Rd. (at that point) 100ft.; thence generally westward at a
distance of 100ft. N from theN side of Geddes Rd. to the H boundary of said Matthaei•s
property on theN side of Geddes Rd.; thence S along the property line to the S side of
Geddes Rd.; thence Walong the S side of Geddes Rd . to the point of beginning.
These boundaries are designed to contain all the standing structures of the Parker Mill
complex together with the remains of the mill pond, dam, and race and the foundation
wal l s of the two demolished barns located between the Parker House and the mills.
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Robert 0. Christensen, Historic Preservation Coordinator
Michigan History Division
9/1980
208 N. Capitol Avenue
Lansing, Michigan
517/373-0510
Anne Wilson Rueter, Senior Planner
Washtenaw County Parks & Recreation Commission
Box 8645
Ann Arbor, Michigan
313/994-2575
Wystan Stevens
Washtenaw County Historic District Commission
312 South Division Street
Ann Arbor, Michigan
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ADMINISTRATION, PUBLICATIONS
RESEARCH, AND HISTORIC SITES
208 N. Capitol Avenue
STATE ARCHIVES
3405 N. Logan Street
STATE MUSEUM
208 N. Capitol Avenue

Ms. Carol D. Shull, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service
440 G Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20243
Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed are National Register nomination materials for the
Parker Mill Complex in Washtenaw County, Micrngan. I certify
that the intent-to-nominate notification requirements have
been fulfilled. This property is being submitted for listing
in the National Register. All waiver-of- right-to- object forms,
notarized statements of objection, and written comments con~
cerning this property submitted to us during the commenting
period are enclosed.
Please direct all questions concerning this nomination to
Robert 0. Christensen, Regional Historic Preservation Coordinator (517) 373-0510.
Sincerely,

zzf~w1u·e~

Michigan History Division
and
State Historic Preservation Officer
MMB/ROC:tj
Enc.

MH-6!1 ~· -

