Our Mission
To assure, in partnership with the community, the conditions necessary for people to
live healthy lives through prevention and protection programs.

Our Vision
A healthy community in which every resident enjoys the best
possible state of health and well-being.

Our Core Values

Our Strategic Directions

• We will emphasize prevention to keep our
community healthy and safe
• We will lead the development of effective
public health interventions in partnership with
the community
• We will promote social justice and reduce
inequities affecting the health of all in
Washtenaw County
• We will abide by ethical principles, take
responsibility for our commitments, and use
our resources wisely

• Improve the health of all Washtenaw County
residents
• Center equity in decision-making
• Advocate for policies and resources
• Support staff and build a strong foundation

Our Board
The Washtenaw County Board of Health oversees our programs and services and
advises the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners on health issues, health priorities,
and potential solutions. In 2018, they took action to support raising the age of juvenile
court jurisdiction from 17 to 18 years of age, to oppose Medicaid work requirements and
public charge rule changes, and to frame gun violence as a public health issue.
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Urgent & Emergent Issues
PFAS

Perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances
(PFAS) are part of a group of chemicals
used globally during the past century in
manufacturing, firefighting and thousands
of common household and other consumer
products. In recent years, experts have become
increasingly concerned by the potential effects of
PFAS on human health.
The Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) tested all of the public water
supplies, as well as schools and day care centers
served by wells, in Michigan. One Washtenaw
County school was found to have detectable
levels of PFAS. Although the levels were below
action levels, the school is providing bottled
water to students.
The State also issued a Do Not Eat
Fish Advisory for the Huron River in
Washtenaw County due to high PFAS
levels in fish.
The Health Department partnered with DEQ,
the Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services, the City of Ann Arbor, and the Huron
River Watershed Council to share information
with residents. The partnership hosted a
community-focused townhall in December to
discuss the emerging threat of PFAS to the Huron
River.
Our Environmental Health staff also provided
personalized information and guidance to
residents concerned about their well water.
More information and alerts can be found at
www.washtenaw.org/PFAS.

Hepatitis A

A statewide hepatitis A outbreak persisted in 2018. The
Washtenaw County Health Department nursing staff
provided nearly 950 adult vaccinations to stop the spread of
the virus, especially for those at high risk.
Additionally, the Health Department’s communications
staff launched a #StopHepA educational campaign. The
campaign encouraged residents to get vaccinated and wash
their hands through prevention messages on
billboards, inside buses, at movie theaters,
and through handouts, videos, and social
media posts. Because the virus is spread
through the feces (poop) of people with
hepatitis A, a poop emoji was chosen as a
symbol of the campaign, which seemed to
stick with residents.
Over 16,000 doses of hepatitis A vaccine were given across
the healthcare system to Washtenaw County adults in 2018,
giving Washtenaw County the best hepatitis A vaccination
rate in Michigan by the end of the year.
Washtenaw County saw seven cases of hepatitis A in 2018,
compared to 12 the year prior.

Measles

Measles was imported into Washtenaw County
three separate times in 2018 through
individuals who were exposed outside of the
country and returned to Michigan through
international flights. No spread of measles
occurred beyond the unvaccinated household
members of one of these cases. Lack of
community spread is likely due to the high rate of vaccination
and immunity in the local population. There was a total of
nine cases, compared to one case total in the 10 years prior.

Preparing Together
Our emergency preparedness team works to understand and prepare for potential emergencies, especially disease
outbreaks. This includes planning to prevent illness or injury during a crisis and working with community partners and
health care providers on response roles, capabilities and responsibilities.
In 2018, we started a Whole Community Inclusion planning process to make sure everyone can access information
and resources during a health emergency or outbreak.
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Partnering for Health Equity
The MacArthur Boulevard neighborhood in Superior
Township is one of six priority areas that faces some of the
greatest health inequities in the county. The neighborhood
includes Sycamore Meadows, a 262-unit privately owned
low-income apartment complex, which is home to many
families with young children.
The Washtenaw County Health Department teamed up
with Alisha Spencer, a Trusted Advisor Parent Leader with
Success by 6 Great Start Collaborative and resident of
the MacArthur Boulevard neighborhood, in 2017 to hold
a focus group with neighborhood families. Seven mothers
with young children shared powerful stories about their
experiences living in the neighborhood, the supports
they have, and the challenges they face trying to keep
themselves and their families healthy. Participants talked
about issues related to housing conditions, neighborhood
safety and crime, discrimination, hunger, and the need for
better access to services.
In response to this feedback, several organizations,
including the Health Department, Success by 6,
Washtenaw County Office of Community and Economic
Development, Washtenaw Housing Alliance, and Legal
Services of South Central Michigan, joined with residents
to better understand how they could advocate together
for improving living conditions in the community.
Organizational allies shared community concerns. As a
result, the Township inspected all units in the apartment
complex. Ninety-five percent failed.

In May 2018, residents formed the Sycamore
Meadows Tenant Association (SMTA) with
the goal of “improving the living conditions
of our community through teamwork and
communication with our neighbors.” Tenants

meet every other week to voice concerns about housing
conditions and other things affecting people’s quality of
life. Meetings are centered on tenants’ experiences and,
in partnership with the organizational allies, developing
strategies to advocate for change.
As a result of working together, both Superior Township and
the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
have taken action to ensure the property owner is
complying with housing regulations. The owner of Sycamore
Meadows has hired a new property manager and residents
are reporting that maintenance is making noticeable
improvements to some of the units and buildings.

Food Gatherers is now providing food distributions in the
community room, and Superior Township has recently
made improvements to nearby parks.

“The Sycamore Meadows tenants Association
has been very beneficial to residents and the
surrounding community because it has given
the tenants a common ground where every and
all concerns can be heard and handled in an
appropriate way,” says Marcy Schwab, Sycamore

Meadows resident and community organizer.

In August 2018, MacArthur residents worked with the
Health Department to hold a Summer Fun Day with food,
resources, and games to strengthen connections between
neighbors. Over 100 neighbors came out to enjoy the day.
In December, SMTA organized a holiday party to celebrate
the accomplishments over the past year. There are now
75 residents on SMTA’s contact list.
The allies partnership has grown too and now includes the
Washtenaw County Sheriff Office and Community Mental
Health. Staff from The Sheriff Office’s Sisters United
Resilient and Empowered Moms program have started
a new support group for women who live at Sycamore
Meadows, and Community Mental Health has shared
resources and information to help children and adults who
have experienced trauma.
From left to right:
Lily Guzmán of
the Health
Department,
community leader
Marcy Schwab, SMTA
ally Marcia Bombyk,
and community
leader Sentra
Brownlee at the
August Summer Fun Day.

“My hope is that Sycamore Meadows continues to grow
strong together as a community and a neighborhood,”
says Schwab. “The most important thing that

I would like for the Sycamore Meadows
community is for the people and the children to
be able to LIVE in the community and not just try
to SURVIVE.”
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Financials
Our operating budget was $13,876,452 for
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2018.
These charts reflect audited figures. “Other programs” include
agreements for the Washtenaw County Dental Clinic, Washtenaw
County Medical Examiner, Washtenaw Health Plan, State Innovation
Model, Indigent Transport, and Medicaid Outreach and Advocacy.
General
Fund

In-Kind

Fees and
Services

2018
Revenues
Medicaid
Billing

Building
Healthy
Communities
Our Building Healthy
Communities program
awarded over $160,000
in grant funding to 13
community projects
that are helping build
foundations for residents
to live healthy lifestyles.
“These projects have
created lasting changes
throughout the year,
from park and food
pantry improvements
to connections to local
farmers markets and
bike sharing,” says Susan
Ringler-Cerniglia, program
administrator with the
Washtenaw County Health
Department.

Federal and State
Funding
Emergency
Preparedness

Environmental
Health

Community
Health
Services

2018
Expenses
Other
Programs
Community
Health
Assessment

Community Health
Promotion

Charter Township of Ypsilanti
Recreation Department
partnered with Habitat for
Humanity of Huron Valley
and the New West Willow
Neighborhood Association for
their grant project. They built
upon efforts to make West
Willow Park a safe, accessible
space to be active and gather as
a community.

The Michigan Department
of Health and Human
Services funds Building
Healthy Communities as
part of Getting to the Heart
of the Matter in Michigan.
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Contact Us

Washtenaw County
Health Department
Human Services Building
555 Towner Street
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Phone: 734-544-6700
Fax: 734-544-6705
www.washtenaw.org/health

Environmental Health
Division
Western Service Center
705 North Zeeb Road
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
Phone: 734-222-3800
Fax: 734-222-3930
www.washtenaw.org/envhealth

Washtenaw County
Dental Clinic
Haab Health Building
111 North Huron Street
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
Phone: 734-480-4250
Register: 877-313-6232
www.washtenaw.org/smile

Connect With Us

@wcpublichealth
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