WASHTENAW COUNTY
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
www.washtenaw.org/preservation
MEETING AGENDA
DATE:
TIME:
PLACE:

Thursday, March 7, 2019
5:30 pm – 7:00pm
Eastern County Government Center
Office of Community & Economic Development – 2nd Floor
415 W. Michigan Avenue, Ypsilanti, MI
Call to Order– Secretary
Roll Call – Secretary
Approval of the Agenda of the Current Meeting – Secretary
Approval of the Minutes of Previous Meeting January 3, 2019– Secretary
Swearing in of New Commissioners by Edwin Peart, Washtenaw County Deputy Clerk
Commissioner Elections
Citizen Participation and Commissioner follow-up – Chair
Application Reviews
Business and Reports
 Staff Report – Melinda Schmidt
o Local Historic Districts
o Gordon Hall
o Conant Farm
o Thornoaks
o Certified Local Government Program
o 2019 grant application
o Current Legislation
o Federal
o State
o Washtenaw County Updates
o Bylaws and Standing Rules approval
o HDC appointment
o Transition of boards and commissions to temporary employee status
o Items for Consideration by Commission
o Resolution of Appreciation
o Programming
o Historic District Commission Training
o Brochure
o Potential Projects
o 1330 N. Huron River Drive
o Maple Foster Bridge
 Treasurer’s Report
Commissioner Project Ideas and Updates
Adjournment
Next Meeting: Thursday, May 2, 2019 - Washtenaw County Eastern County Government Center
Attachments:
Minutes of the January 3, 2019 Meeting
Staff Report
Resolution Supporting the Reinstatement of State Historic Tax Credits Senate Bill 54/ House Bill 4100
Resolution of Appreciation

Washtenaw County Historic District Commission
Meeting Minutes

DATE:
TIME:
PLACE

Thursday, January 3, 2019
5:30 pm-7:00pm
Eastern County Government Center
Office of Community & Economic Development- 2nd floor
415 W. Michigan Ave, Ypsilanti, MI

Call to Order
 Secretary Jerome called the Washtenaw County Historic District Commission meeting to order at 5:33 PM
Roll Call
 Secretary Jerome conducted roll call:
o Commissioners present: Matt Cook, Alec Jerome, James Mann, Alice Ralph, Patti Smith
o Commissioners absent with notice: Leslie Pinney, Katie Remensyder
o Commissioners absent without notice: Peter Kelley, Nancy Snyder
o Staff present: Melinda Schmidt
Approval of the Agenda of the Current Meeting:
Secretary Jerome asked if there were any corrections to the agenda. With none, the agenda stands approved.
Approval of the Minutes of Previous Meeting: November 8, 2018:
Secretary Jerome asked if there were any corrections to the minutes. Commissioner Ralph moved to edit the minutes of
November 8, 2018 to include an “absent with notice” and “absent without notice” section in roll call. Commissioner
Mann seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Commissioner Ralph moved to approve the minutes of
November 8, 2018. Commissioner Jerome seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Swearing in of Commissioners: Edwin Pert was not available to swear in commissioners, so OCED staff member Caitlin
Nagler, a Notary Public, was able to provide that service. Commissioners Patti Smith and James Mann were sworn in by
Caitlin Nagler. Commissioner Kelly was not present.
Commissioner Elections: Secretary Jerome opened a discussion on Commission elections, outlining the roles of each
officer. The Secretary/ Treasurer takes attendance and leads meetings if the Chair and Vice Chair are unavailable. The
Vice Chair supports the chair and runs the meeting when the Chair is not available. The Chair leads meetings and has
varying levels of involvement in the workings of the WCHDC. The last Chair was very active, advocating for historic
districts and for the WCHDC in general, and assisting staff. Due to commissioner absences, Secretary Jerome suggested
tabling elections until the next meeting. He requested staff send out a survey to gauge interest in serving as an officer.
Commissioner Ralph commented on the amount of instability over the past few years. Commissioner Jerome moved to
table elections until the next meeting. Commissioner Smith seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
Citizen Participation: Susan Hill, property owner from Local Historic District Conant Farm, attended the meeting. She
introduced herself to the Commission, and indicated she plans to visit in the future with a presentation on her vision for
the future of Conant Farm, and the need to balance economic value with historic preservation on the farm.
Commissioner follow-up to citizen participation: none
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Application Reviews: none
Business and Reports:
Staff Report
Staff Melinda Schmidt updated the Commission on the following items:
 Local Historic Districts Updates
o Gordon Hall: Hopkins Burns the design consultant on the project, continues to work on the interior
rehabilitation plans for Gordon Hall, taking into account Dexter Area Historical Society’s goals for the house.
Hopkins Burns has also donated time to create preliminary designs for a future addition that will house
event space and an industrial kitchen. This project is separate from the interior rehabilitation plan project
funded by the 2018 CLG grant. DAHS would like to present these preliminary designs to the WCHDC at a
meeting in 2019. Commissioner Ralph requested that DAHS present a progress report on interior
rehabilitation plans and the addition concepts as soon as possible. Commissioner Ralph requested DAHS be
invited to the next HDC meeting, but arrive after Commissioner elections.
o Thornoaks: Staff presented the updated annual audit survey for Thornoaks. While many properties were
more visible without leaves on the trees, some properties remain invisible from the right of way. Staff is in
the process of revising the affidavit for the Thornoaks neighborhood after the Washtenaw County Register
of Deeds Office rejected the affidavit.
o Geer School: Staff updated Commissioners on the school district’s plans to fix the belfry before the fiscal
year is over June 30. Commissioner Jerome suggested talking to our contact to determine what is holding
them back from maintenance and ask if we can help provide the necessary tools. Commissioners requested
staff call the school district early March to remind the school district of the maintenance needs.
 CLG Updates
o Staff, in partnership with Northfield Township Historical Society, is applying for a 2019 CLG grant to
complete the contexts for the Phase I survey of the township. Staff attended the November 16 historical
society meeting, where Ina Hanel-Gerdenich presented her extensive Phase I survey findings. Northfield
Historical Society would like finish the Phase I survey by completing the historic contexts for the township.
This would position the historical society to pursue designation or other forms of preservation, such as
heritage tourism or revitalization efforts in downtown Whitmore Lake. Staff requested support for the
application through resolution.
o Commissioner Smith moved to adopt the proposed resolution to support the grant application, which is
attached to the minutes. Commissioner Ralph seconded the motion. Commissioner Cook motioned to edit
the resolution to correct a typo. Commissioner Mann seconded the motion. The motion passed.
Commissioner Jerome called a vote on the resolution, which passed unanimously.
 Legislation Updates
o Staff reported that the Michigan historic preservation tax credit bill was not passed by the Senate, and the
initiative will need to re-introduce the bill after the new administration is sworn in to office.
 Washtenaw County Updates
o Staff reported that Teresa Gillotti has been appointed as Director of Washtenaw County’s Office of
Community and Economic Development, after serving as Interim Director for several months.
Commissioners expressed their support, and Commissioner Ralph emphasized the need to foster a good
relationship with OCED leadership.
o Corporation Council is doing a legal review of the transition of boards and commission to temporary
employee status.
 Items for Consideration of Adoption or Approval by the Commission
o WCHDC Bylaws: Staff presented proposed revisions to the WCHDC bylaws as considered at the November
8th meeting. After some discussion, Commissioner Cook proposed a few grammatical revisions to Article IX,
Sections 2, 4, and 5. The revisions were incorporated into the draft. Commissioner Ralph discussed possible
difficulties created by the new conflict of interest language required by SHPO.
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Commissioner Jerome moved to adopt the proposed bylaws revisions. Commissioner Cook
seconded the motion, and the bylaws revisions passed unanimously.
 Updated Bylaws are attached to these minutes.
WCHDC Standing Rules: Staff presented proposed revisions to the WCHDC standing rules as considered at
the November 8th meeting.
 Commissioner Jerome moved to amend Article I Section A to strike out the second portion of the
first sentence, to read: “Regular meetings shall be held every other month on the first Thursday of
the month for the moths of January, March, May, July, September, and November.” Commissioner
Cook seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
 Commissioner Cook moved to adopt the revised standing rules. Commissioner Ralph seconded the
motion. The motion passed unanimously.
 Updated Standing Rules are attached to these minutes.
Demolition Permit: Staff presented an updated Demolition Permit draft, including the feedback from the
November WCHDC meeting. Next steps include sending the application draft to Corporation Counsel.
Staff presented the current version of the new WCHDC brochure, and asked that at the next meeting
Commissioners formulate a plan for distribution. Commissioner Ralph asked if the OCED has funding to print
brochures. Staff confirmed there is room in the budget for printing costs.

Treasurer Report: none
Items for Discussion:
 Commissioner Absences: Due to repeated absences without notice, the WCHDC discussed how to proceed regarding
commissioner absences now and in the future. Commissioner Ralph stressed the need to be consistent regarding
absences. Commissioner Jerome requested the Board of Commissioners the BOC appoint a new commissioner in
place of Commissioner Snyder, who has missed the past four meetings without notice. Commissioner Jerome
requested staff send a letter to Commissioner Snyder thanking her for her dedicated service to the commission, and
explaining that based on WCHDC bylaw requirements, the HDC has requested the BOC appoint a new commissioner
in her place.
 Commissioner Appreciation: Commissioner Jerome requested that staff draft a formal recognition of Terry Cwik’s
service on the WCHDC in a resolution of appreciation for the next meeting.
Adjournment: Commissioner Smith motioned to adjourn the meeting at 6:48pm. Commissioner Ralph seconded the
motion. The motion was passed unanimously.
The next HDC meeting is scheduled for March 7, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. at Eastern County Government Center Office of
Community & Economic Development 2nd floor 415 W. Michigan Ave, Ypsilanti, MI
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WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN

HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
415 W. Michigan Avenue
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
734-544-2954
BYLAWS
(Amended 01/03/2019)
ARTICLE I. NAME
The name of the Commission shall be the Washtenaw County Historic District Commission.
ARTICLE II. PURPOSE
The purposes of the Commission are those set forth in the Washtenaw County's Historic
Preservation Ordinance, as amended, and in the Local Historic Districts Act (Act 169 of the Public
Acts of 1970 of the State of Michigan, as amended in 1992).
ARTICLE III. OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the Washtenaw County Historic District Commission are to ensure that efforts
are made to safeguard the heritage of Washtenaw County by identifying and preserving sites,
structures and objects of historical, cultural, archeological, economic, political or architectural
significance. The Commission seeks to promote the establishment and use of historic districts for
the education, pleasure and welfare of the people of this County.
ARTICLE IV. MEMBERS AND OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES
Section 1. Officers shall be Chair, Vice Chair, Treasurer, and Secretary.
Section 2. The Chair shall preside over all meetings of the Historic District Commission and shall
have duties normally conferred by parliamentary usage.
Section 3. The Chair shall have the privilege of discussion on all matters before the Commission
and voting thereon.
Section 4. The Vice Chair shall act for the Chair in his/her absence. In the absence of both Chair
and Vice-Chair, the Secretary shall act for the Chair.
Section 5. The Treasurer shall have a treasurer's report at each regular meeting.
Section 6. The Secretary shall perform such duties as the Commission may determine.
Section 7. The appointed members of the Commission shall be known as Commissioners.
Section 8. A Washtenaw County staff member shall be an ex officio member of the Historic
District Commission without vote.
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ARTICLE V. ELECTION OF OFFICERS
Section 1. Nominations for officer positions shall be made from the floor at the first regular
meeting of the calendar year or can be made in writing by a Commissioner.
Section 2. The election of officers shall be held at the first regular meeting of the calendar year.
Section 3. A candidate receiving the votes of a majority the Commissioners appointed and serving
shall be declared elected and shall serve a term of one year or until a successor shall
take office.
Section 4. Vacancies in Commission offices shall be filled immediately by regular election
procedures.
ARTICLE VI. MEETINGS
Section 1. Regular meetings shall be held at least four times a year. Meetings shall be held at such
date, time and place as the Commission shall adopt at the last meeting of the year for the
following calendar year.
Section 2. Special meetings may be called by the Chair or by any other two members of the
Commission. The purpose of a special meeting may be to review a time-sensitive
Certificate of Appropriateness request or other such matter deemed fit by the Chair or
two or more members of the Commission. The notice of a special meeting shall specify
the purpose of the meeting and no other business may be considered. Any two members
of the Commission may request at the special meeting that proposed action by the
special meeting be delayed until the next regular meeting.
Section 3. County staff shall provide written notice to each Commissioner of the place and time of
all meetings, both regular and special, to all members of the Commission at least 48
hours in advance of the meeting. The notice shall include the proposed agenda and shall
be accompanied by other material that may be necessary for the meeting.
Section 4. If seven commissioners serve on the Commission, a quorum shall consist of four
members of the Commission. If the number of commissioners is nine, quorum shall
consist of five members. Final passage of a motion or resolution must be by a majority
of Commission members appointed and serving.
Section 5. Voting, including voting for procedural issues, shall be by voice and shall be recorded
as yeas or nays or abstentions. For a final motion, voting shall be by roll call.
Section 6. Each member of the Commission shall cast a yea or nay vote on each question before
the Commission, unless the member has a conflict of interest, in which case the member
shall disclose the conflict and not vote.
Section 7. All meetings of the Commission, including regular meetings, special meetings and all
committee and subcommittee meetings, shall be governed by the Michigan Open
Meetings Act (Act 267 of the Public Acts of 1976 of the State of Michigan, as
amended).
Section 8. Parliamentary procedure in Commission meetings shall be governed by Robert's Rules
of Order, as amended. For specific rules, the Standing Rules of the Historic District
Commission should be consulted.
Section 9. All materials pertinent to commission action must be submitted to the Commission staff
no later than two weeks prior to the meeting for which action is proposed. Late
submissions may be approved either as part of the entire proposed agenda or as
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individually determined by a majority vote of the members present otherwise it will not
be taken up at the meeting.
ARTICLE VII. ORDER OF BUSINESS
The order of business at regular meetings shall be as defined in the Standing Rules.
ARTICLE VIII. COMMITTEES
Section 1. Advisory Committees. Advisory committees may be formed by majority vote of the
Commissioners appointed and serving. The members shall be appointed by the Chair
with the consent of the Commission. Additional citizens, groups, or representatives of
organizations may be invited to participate in the advisory committee activities in a
manner deemed most appropriate by the chair of the advisory committee.
ARTICLE IX. CONFLICT OF INTEREST POLICY
Section 1. No commissioner shall participate in a vote, approval, disapproval, or recommendation
of action when a conflict of interest, real or apparent exists.
Section 2. A real conflict of interest exists when a commissioner may benefit (either through
financial or personal gain) from their position on the Commission, or may be unable to
make impartial decisions or render impartial advice due to outside relationships or other
activities.
Section 3. An apparent conflict of interest exists whenever circumstances are such that a
commissioner may appear to be in a position to benefit (either through financial or
personal gain) from their position on the Commission, or may be unable to make
impartial decisions or render impartial advice due to outside relationships or other
activities.
Section 4. Should a conflict of interest, real or apparent, exist: The commissioner shall fully
disclose the possible conflict as soon as the situation becomes apparent, and shall
physically absent himself/herself from the decision making process.
Section 5. Each commissioner shall complete and comply with the Office of Community and
Economic Development Annual Disclosure of Potential Conflict of Interest form.
ARTICLE X. AMENDMENTS TO THE BYLAWS
Section 1. These bylaws may be amended or altered during a regular meeting by an affirmative
vote of at least 2/3rds of the members of the Commission, appointed and serving,
provided that:
a. Notice of the proposed amendment and its specific wording has been given to the
Commission at the regular meeting which precedes the meeting during which a vote on
the proposed amendment, and
b. Specific wording for the proposed amendment has been included in the
Commission's packet for the meeting at which the decision will be made.
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ARTICLE XI. ABSENCES OF COMMISSIONERS
Section 1. Beginning with January 1, 1996, when any member of the Commission has been absent
without notice from three regular sessions in any twelve month period, the following
actions shall take place:
a. The Chair shall contact that member reminding him or her of these absences and
shall request an explanation.
b. At the following regular session, the Commission shall review the circumstances,
including any explanation, and that member's overall attendance record.
c. After Commission review and unless the Commission finds that there are extenuating
circumstances, it shall inform the County Board of Commissioners that no extenuating
circumstances were found, and recommend that the member's appointment be
terminated immediately and a new appointment be made as soon as possible to fill the
resulting vacancy.
ARTICLE XII. REPORTING CHANGES TO THE MICHIGAN STATE HISTORIC
PRESERVATION OFFICE
Changes to these Bylaws or to the Washtenaw County Historic Preservation, Ordinance, if
approved, shall be forwarded forthwith to the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office by the
Washtenaw County Historic District Commission.

Adopted by the Washtenaw County Historic District Commission at its meeting on April 2, 1975;
amended at its meetings on July 6, 1995; amended at its meeting on October 3, 1996, amended at
its meeting on May 4, 2000; amended at its meetings on February 11, 2010; amended at its meeting
on January 3, 2019.
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WASHTENAW COUNTY, MICHIGAN
HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION
415 W. Michigan Avenue
Ypsilanti, MI 48198
734-544-2954

STANDING RULES
(Amended 1/3/2019)
I. MEETINGS
A. REGULAR MEETINGS
Regular meetings shall be held every other month on the first Thursday of the month for the
months of January, March, May, July, September, and November. Meetings shall be held at
such date, time and place as the Commission shall adopt at the last meeting of the year for the
following calendar year.
B. ADJOURNED MEETINGS
Any regular meeting may be adjourned to a later date by a majority vote of the Commission
present.

II. COMMITTEES
A. ESTABLISHMENT
Advisory Committees or other Committees shall be established by a majority vote of the
Commission appointed and serving. The Committee shall appoint its own officer or officers.
B. REPORTS
All Committee reports shall be in writing unless the Chair of the Commission approves an
oral report. All written reports shall be signed by the Committee’s Chair. Acceptance or
approval of a Committee’s report shall not authorize action unless the report is followed by a
resolution for specific action approved by the Commission.
C. CLOSING DEBATE
In any Committee, a motion calling the pending question under debate may close debate. Such
motion must be approved by 2/3rds of the Committee members appointed and serving.
Moreover, no such motion may be approved until each Committee member, who wishes, has had
an opportunity to speak once on the question under debate.
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III. CONDUCT
A. CONVENING MEETING
The Chair of the Commission shall convene the meeting precisely at the day and hour at
which it was scheduled. The roll of the members shall be called at once. Once it is
determined that a quorum is present, the Commission may begin the meeting. A majority of
the Commissioners appointed and serving shall constitute a quorum for the purpose of
conducting a meeting.
B. PRESIDING OFFICER
If both the Chair and the Vice-Chair are absent from any scheduled meeting, the Secretary of
the Commission may preside over the meeting.
C. ORDER OF BUSINESS
The business of all regular meetings of the Commission shall be transacted as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Call to Order
Roll call
Approval of the agenda of the current meeting
Approval of minutes of the previous meeting
Citizen participation. During citizen participation, comments from each citizen shall be
limited to five (5) minutes. Exceptions to this rule may be made by a vote of the
Commission on a motion by a Commissioner.
6. Commissioner follow-up to citizen participation
7. Application Reviews: the order of each hearing shall be as follows:
a. Calling of the case by the Chair.
b. Staff presentation. This shall include: the name and address of the resource and
historic district; a brief description of the resource and its history, including any
significant changes to the original configuration; and a summary of the application.
c. Applicant’s presentation. The applicant may bring such witnesses and/or reports as
necessary to testify on their own behalf. Exceptions to this rule may be made by a
vote of the Commission on a motion by a Commissioner.
d. Audience (citizen) participation. Any person addressing the Commission shall be
allowed five minutes to speak on the specified case. Exceptions to this rule may be
made by a vote of the Commission on a motion by a Commissioner.
e. Staff participation. Staff shall be allowed to make technical comments on the
specified case.
f. Closing of the hearing, followed by Commission actions with limited discussion.
8. Business, including, but not limited to Historic District Activities
9. Reports, including, but not limited to Communications, and Reports of the Treasurer,
Staff, Committees, and Commissioners
10. Items for current/future discussion
11. Adjourn
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D. RECOGNITION
The Chair must recognize any Commission members who wish to speak at a Commission
meeting. If two or more members wish to speak at the same time, the Chair shall decide in
what order the members shall speak.
E. MOTIONS
Motions are made, seconded, stated, debated, and put. No motion shall be debated or put
unless it shall be seconded and stated by the Chair. Any motion shall be in writing if
requested by the Chair or any Commission member.
F. MOTIONS WITHDRAWN
After a motion is stated by the Chair, it shall be deemed to be in the possession of the
Commission, provided, however, the maker of the motion may withdraw the motion at any
time before the motion is amended or otherwise acted upon.
G. DIVISION OF MOTION
If the motion in debate contains several distinct points, any member may have the motion
divided.
H. DEBATE
When a question is under debate, only the motions listed below are in order. Unless noted
otherwise, these motions are procedural in nature, and therefore require the approval of the
majority of commissioners present:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

To postpone to a time certain
To postpone indefinitely
To lay on the table
To call the question and vote
To refer or amend to a committee or other body
To adjourn

I. ADJOURNMENT
A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, provided that the Commission disposes of any
pending motions. A motion to adjourn or lay on the table shall be decided without debate.
J. VOTING
Every member who is present, including the Chair, shall, at the appropriate time, vote for or
against a motion unless the member has a conflict of interest, in which case the member shall
disclose the conflict and not vote.
1. Roll call vote:
Roll call votes shall be taken when called for by any Commission member and on final
action to adopt resolutions or appoint committee members.
2. Passage of Motions:
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Procedural questions shall be decided by a majority of the Commission members present
and may be passed or defeated by voice vote. Final passage of a motion or resolution,
however, must be by a majority of Commission members appointed and serving.
K. SUSPENSION
No rule of the Commission shall be suspended for any meeting without the approval of
2/3rds of the members appointed and serving.
L. ROBERT’S RULES
Robert’s Rules of Order shall govern in all cases not conflicting with these rules or State law.
IV. CHAIR’S RIGHT TO PARTICIPATE IN DEBATE
The Chair may participate in debate in the same manner as any other member without
relinquishing the Chair.

V. CHANGES TO STANDING RULES
Changes to the Standing Rules shall be decided by a majority of the Commission members
appointed and serving and may be passed or defeated by voice vote. Copies of any approved
changes to the Standing Rules shall be transmitted to the County Counsel and the State Historic
Preservation Office within 30 days of approval.
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Washtenaw County Historic District Commission Staff Report
March 7, 2019
Local Historic Districts
 Gordon Hall:
o Per the CLG Grant requirements, Staff submitted Hopkins Burns’ 75% plans for the Interior Rehabilitation of
Gordon Hall to SHPO on February 22.
o DAHS leadership is out of town on March 7, but plan to attend the May 2 WCHDC meeting to provide an
update on the interior rehabilitation plans and how they may affect the exterior of the building, as well as
their vision for Gordon Hall.
o Staff, DAHS representative Neil Adams, and two Hopkins Burns architects met with John Hamlin, Washtenaw
County Plan Reviewer at the Building Inspection office on February 15 to provide an overview of current
proposed plans and discuss potential code difficulties. Mr. Hamlin will review the plans and return comments.
 Conant Farm:
o Property owner Susan Hill is out of town on March 7, but hopes to attend a summer meeting to share their
rehabilitation plans and vision for Conant Farm.
 Thornoaks:
o Affidavit update: The Washtenaw County Register of Deeds Office rejected the affidavit for the Thornoaks
neighborhood, but provided helpful feedback. Staff is working with Corporation Counsel to draft a sound
affidavit for the entire district that does not require the signatures of each property owner.
o Staff will visit 4086 Thornoaks Drive, which was vacant for several months before it was recently purchased,
and meet with the new property owners to discuss their plans for the home in mid-March.
Certified Local Government Program
 2019 Grant Application: Northfield Township Historical Society and Washtenaw County submitted a CLG grant
application on January 31 to fund the completion of historic contexts for the Phase I Historic Resources Survey of
Northfield Township already started by the historical society. The Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners
approved the application at their February 6 meeting, and staff submitted all necessary signatures by mid-February.
The Northfield Township Board of Trustees approved a letter of support for the grant application at their February 14
meeting. Notice of award will be given in early summer.
 2018 Annual Report: Staff is working on the 2018 Annual Report, due to SHPO April 1. SHPO has provided a template
for the report, which will cover October 1, 2017 through September 30, 2018.
Current Legislation
 Federal: David Bernhardt, the current Interior Deputy Director and Interim Director since former Secretary Ryan
Zinke's resignation at the end of last year, has been nominated as the next Secretary of the Interior. David Bernhardt
has served in multiple positions at Interior, including solicitor. He's previously worked as a lawyer and lobbyist for the
fossil fuel industry. Bernhardt is from Colorado, continuing the tradition of the Secretary being from the west.
Bernhardt's nomination now moves to the Senate to be confirmed. (preservationaction.org)
 State:
o Senate Bill 54 and House Bill 4100 to reinstate the Michigan historic preservation tax credit were introduced
in late January by Senator Schmidt in the Senate and Representative Frederick in the House. Governor
Whitmer has expressed support of the bills. The bills would reinstate the previous tax credits, which was a
25% tax refund on qualifying rehabilitation costs for buildings located within local historic districts. The Senate
and House bills are different. Senate Bill 54 is the preferred version, and would reinstate the 2011 version of
the tax credits. House Bill 4100 carries over the most recent version of the bill from 2018, including all the
revisions made during the negotiations last year.
o Preservation Advocacy Day 2019: Staff attended Preservation Advocacy Day in Lansing on February 26. The
goal of this year’s Advocacy Day was promoting the historic preservation tax credit. Staff met with several
Washtenaw County area representatives and senators or their staff, including Senator Theis, Senator Irwin,
Representative Lasinski, Representative Peterson, and Representative Warren.
o Staff recommends giving support by passing a motion to request that the Board of Commissioners consider
a resolution of support and letter of support for the bills. Attached is a draft resolution of support and letter

of support to submit to the Board of Commissioners (BOC). If passed by the BOC, the resolution would be sent
to MHPN and letter would be sent to Washtenaw County’s senators and representatives.
Washtenaw County Updates
 Bylaws and Standing Rules: The revised Bylaws and Standing Rules passed by the WCHDC at the January meeting
were approved by the Board of Commissioners (BOC) on February 6th.
 HDC Appointment: The BOC posted the HDC commissioner vacancy on February 12, and will appoint a new
commissioner on March 6. Any applications to serve on the HDC from fall 2018 remain active for consideration by
the BOC for appointment.
 Transition of boards and commissions to temporary employee status: The County appreciates the feedback the
WCHDC gave regarding this transition at the end of 2018, but sees no other option but to move forward in order to
comply with IRS requirements. Corporation Counsel has confirmed the transition will occur. This means each
commissioner will become a temporary employee and receive a $25 stipend for each meeting. A few of you have
already completed the paperwork required, thank you! If you have not yet completed the paperwork, you can find
the packet online. If you are able to come early to the March 7 meeting, or stay for a few minutes after the meeting,
staff can process the paperwork. PACKET (copy/paste link into browser):
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1nZfhXN-rwGsdTNLo41Xg6ZaGRDzt0aiX
I am happy to mail you a packet as well.
Items for Consideration by Commission
 Resolution of Appreciation: At the January WCHDC meeting, commissioners requested staff draft a resolution of
appreciation for former WCHDC Chair Terry Cwik thanking him for his dedication to the WCHDC. A draft resolution is
attached for your consideration.
Programming and Promotional materials
 Historic District Commission Training: The National Alliance of Preservation Commissions will hold a free commission
training through its Commission Assistance and Mentoring Program (CAMP) at the Ypsilanti Freighthouse on March
15. This is a great program close to home. The training is free and includes lunch. Staff encourages commissioners to
attend. Sign up is online at via this link by March 6, or send your name, community, email address, phone number and
any dietary restrictions to Joe Meyers, 734-483-9646, jmeyers@cityofypsilanti.com.
 WCHDC Brochure: Please consider how to best distribute the brochure. Once a plan is in place, staff will order
professionally-printed brochures.
Potential Projects:
 1330 N Huron River Drive: Ralph Gerganoff, a prolific local architect who designed many residential and academic
buildings in Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor, designed his large, mid-century home on the Huron River in Ypsilanti Township.
The home still stands, though in a state of disrepair. It was recently purchased by an individual seeking to restore the
home, and staff visited 1330 N Huron River Drive in early February. Staff discussed the possibility of designation and
its benefits with the owner, who expressed interest in designation pending the return of the Michigan Historic Tax
Credit program.
 Maple Foster Bridge: A Barton Hills resident interested in designating the Maple Foster Bridge as a local historic district
contacted staff in mid-February. Staff sent the resident more information regarding designation and will follow up in
the coming weeks. If the resident would like to move forward with the designation process, next steps would include
gauging community support for designation.
Commissioner Project Ideas and Updates
Please come prepared with any project ideas you would like to share with the Commission.
Respectfully submitted,
Melinda Schmidt,
Historic Preservation Specialist, Office of Community & Economic Development
(734) 544-2954 schmidtm@washtenaw.org

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
220 NORTH MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 8645
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48107-8645
(734) 222-6850
FAX (734) 222-6715

TO:

Jason Morgan, Chair
Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners

THROUGH:

Greg Dill, County Administrator

FROM:

Teresa Gillotti, Director
Office of Community and Economic Development

DATE:

March 20, 2019

SUBJECT:

Resolution Supporting the Reinstatement of State Historic Tax Credits
Senate Bill 54/ House Bill 4100

BOARD ACTION REQUESTED:
It is requested that the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners express their support of Senate Bill 54/
House Bill 4100, the Reinstatement of State Historic Tax Credits.
BACKGROUND:
The bills are available here:
Senate Bill 54:
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(vighl3kfxnivyiixr4kvmxe4))/mileg.aspx?page=getObject&objectName=2019SB-0054
House Bill 4100:
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/(S(k3j2jqftaflctao35t3pv1pt))/mileg.aspx?page=BillStatus&objectname=2019-HB4100
Since its establishment in 1974 under the Washtenaw County Historic Preservation Ordinance, the mission of
the County Historic District Commission has been to protect the buildings, sites, objects, and landscapes of
Washtenaw County and to promote a culture of historic preservation. This entity has offered local historic
ordinance protection to property owners in a manner which allows them to provide for historic resource protection
in perpetuity, through a mutually beneficial relationship with the County with the support of their Township.
Accordingly, the BOC has established 15 local historic districts across Washtenaw County:

2018
2017
2013
2008
2007
2004
2004
2004
2003
2001

Washtenaw Local Historic District
Thornoaks Neighborhood
Kramer-Kuebler-Adler Farmstead
Jarvis Salem Stone School
Conant Farm
East Delhi Bridge
William & Jane McCormick Farm
McMahon Springs
Merriman Farm
Old Zion Parsonage
Milton & Kittie Geer House

Municipality
Ann Arbor Township
Freedom Township
Salem Township
Salem Township
Scio Township
Superior Township
Ann Arbor Township
Manchester Township
Freedom Township
Superior Township

2001
2000
1989
1981
1978

Gordon Hall
Esek Pray House
Geer School
Popkins School
USS Washtenaw County Artifacts

Scio & Webster Townships
Superior Township
Superior Township
Ann Arbor Township
Housed in the Clerk/Treasurer's Building

At their May 7, 2019 meeting, the Washtenaw County Historic District Commission requested that the
Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners express their support of Senate Bill 54/ House Bill 4100, the
Reinstatement of State Historic Tax Credits.
DISCUSSION:
In 2011, the Michigan Historic Tax Credit program was eliminated. Michigan has measured the economic
impacts of the former Michigan Historic Tax Credit programs between their enactment in 1999 and their
elimination in 2011 and seen significant positive direct impacts on the revitalization of neighborhoods and
communities, the preservation and creation of affordable and market-rate housing, the creation of skilled local
jobs, and the subsequent private investment in areas surrounding tax-credit-driven revitalization projects. Each
$1.00 of credit issued leverages $11.37 in direct economic impact, such that the former Michigan Historic Tax
Credit programs during their twelve-year history have leveraged $251 million in Federal historic tax credits that
otherwise would not have returned to Michigan, spurred $1.46 billion in direct rehabilitation activity, and
created 36,000 jobs.
If approved, Senate Bill 54/ House Bill 4100 would reinstate these tax credits and once again provide these
economic benefits to Washtenaw County’s local historic districts. This in turn would benefit the County as a
whole.
IMPACT ON HUMAN RESOURCES:
None.
IMPACT ON BUDGET:
None.
IMPACT ON INDIRECT COSTS:
None.
IMPACT ON OTHER COUNTY DEPARTMENTS OR OUTSIDE AGENCIES:
None.
CONFORMITY TO COUNTY POLICIES:
The requested Board Action is in conformity with County policies.
ATTACHMENTS/APPENDICES:
 Resolution
 Letter of Support

A RESOLUTION IN SUPPORT OF THE REINSTATEMENT OF THE STATE HISTORIC TAX CREDITS
SENATE BILL 54/ HOUSE BILL 4100
WASHTENAW COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
MAY 3, 2018
WHEREAS, the historic buildings, neighborhoods and places in Michigan villages, towns and cities distinguish
each community and provide character and a sense of place that contribute significantly to the quality of life
and the economic benefits enjoyed in and by each community; and
WHEREAS, the preservation and rehabilitation of historic buildings, places and neighborhoods contributes to
the beauty, character, and economic vitality of Michigan communities; and,
WHEREAS, the labor-intensive nature of historic rehabilitation creates jobs and investment in local businesses
and has been proven to generate more economic activity than equivalent investment in new construction; and
WHEREAS, demolition or destruction of historic buildings creates costs to Michigan and its communities by
destroying the often-irreplaceable construction and ornamental materials of each structure and by adding
significantly to landfills, whose makeup is estimated to be more than 40 percent building materials and waste;
and
WHEREAS, development and redevelopment within established villages, townships and cities is encouraged
by Governor Whitmer; and
WHEREAS, many public policies and financial and lending practices and policies create disincentives or
barriers to the preservation, renovation and rehabilitation of historic buildings and resources and create a
preferential financial environment for new construction; and
WHEREAS, Michigan has measured the economic impacts of the former Michigan Historic Tax Credit
programs between their enactment in 1999 and their elimination in 2011 and seen significant positive direct
impacts on the revitalization of neighborhoods and communities, the preservation and creation of affordable
and market-rate housing, the creation of skilled local jobs, and the subsequent private investment in areas
surrounding tax-credit-driven revitalization projects; and
WHEREAS, each $1.00 of credit issued leverages $11.37 in direct economic impact, such that the former
Michigan Historic Tax Credit programs during their twelve-year history have leveraged $251 million in Federal
historic tax credits that otherwise would not have returned to Michigan, spurred $1.46 billion in direct
rehabilitation activity, and created 36,000 jobs; and
WHEREAS, the Michigan Legislature is presently considering Senate Bill 54 and House Bill 4100 that would
reinstate an up-to-25 percent investment tax credit for owners of historic residential and commercial properties
who substantially rehabilitate their properties;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners endorses and
supports both Senate Bill 54 and House Bill 4100 and calls upon the Michigan Legislature to pass this
important legislation and Governor Snyder to sign it, in order to stimulate appropriate development and
redevelopment and protect the historic character and quality of life of our communities.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the Michigan Historic
Preservation Network.

COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR
220 NORTH MAIN STREET, P.O. BOX 8645
ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN 48107-8645
(734) 222-6850
FAX (734) 222-6715

TO:

Michigan Historic Preservation Network
313 César E. Chávez Avenue
Lansing, Michigan 48906

FROM:

Jason Morgan, Chair
Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners

DATE:

March 20, 2019

SUBJECT:

Support of the Reinstatement of State Historic Tax Credits
Senate Bill 54/ House Bill 4100

To Whom It May Concern:
I write on behalf of the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners in support of both Senate Bill 54 and House Bill 4100,
and call upon the Michigan Legislature to pass this important legislation and Governor Whitmer to sign it, in order to
stimulate appropriate development and redevelopment and protect the historic character and quality of life of our
communities. On March 20, 2019, the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners passed a resolution in support of
Senate Bill 54/ House Bill 4100.
Since its establishment in 1974 under the Washtenaw County Historic Preservation Ordinance, the County Historic District
Commission has offered local historic ordinance protection to property owners in a manner which allows them to provide
for historic resource protection in perpetuity, through a mutually beneficial relationship with the County with the support of
their Township. Accordingly, the Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners has established 15 local historic districts
across Washtenaw County.
These historic buildings, neighborhoods and places in Washtenaw County distinguish each community and provide
character and a sense of place that contribute significantly to the quality of life and the economic benefits enjoyed in and by
each community. The preservation and rehabilitation of historic buildings, places and neighborhoods contributes to the
beauty, character, and economic vitality of Washtenaw County communities. Also, labor-intensive nature of historic
rehabilitation creates jobs and investment in local businesses and has been proven to generate more economic activity than
equivalent investment in new construction.
In 2011, the Michigan Historic Tax Credit program was eliminated. Michigan has measured the economic impacts of the
former Michigan Historic Tax Credit programs between their enactment in 1999 and their elimination in 2011 and seen
significant positive direct impacts on the revitalization of neighborhoods and communities, the preservation and creation of
affordable and market-rate housing, the creation of skilled local jobs, and the subsequent private investment in areas
surrounding tax-credit-driven revitalization projects. Each $1.00 of credit issued leverages $11.37 in direct economic
impact, such that the former Michigan Historic Tax Credit programs during their twelve-year history have leveraged $251
million in Federal historic tax credits that otherwise would not have returned to Michigan, spurred $1.46 billion in direct
rehabilitation activity, and created 36,000 jobs.
If approved, Senate Bill 54/ House Bill 4100 would reinstate these tax credits and once again provide these economic
benefits to Washtenaw County’s local historic districts. This in turn would benefit the County as a whole. Please consider
this important legislation that will spur development and redevelopment within established villages, townships and cities.
Thank you for your consideration of this important bill.

Jason Morgan, Chair
Washtenaw County Board of Commissioners

RESOLUTION of APPRECIATION
Terry Cwik
March 7, 2019

W

HEREAS, Terry Cwik has served on the Washtenaw County Historic District Commission from 2013 through

the end of 2018; and

W

HEREAS, Terry Cwik through his experience, knowledge, interest in local history, and leadership, has

contributed assistance to the members of the Commission and its staff on many matters
relating to local history and historic preservation;

N

OW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the members of the Washtenaw County Historic District

Commission and staff express their appreciation for the 6 years of active
service and dedication rendered by Terry Cwik.

B

E IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the resolution be incorporated into the minutes of March 7, 2019 meeting

of the Washtenaw County Historic District Commission held at the
Washtenaw County Eastern County Government Center, Ypsilanti, Michigan.

___________________________
Signature
Printed Name

Position

